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£ Advertiſement. 


HE Editor's principal deſign ir: 
this Misct&LLAaNy, was to cole 
ef from ſome of the beſt modern 


writers ſuch parts of their works, as 
ſeemed beſt adapted to form the minds. 


of youth to juſt and proper ſentiments 


-on the moſt intereſting ſubjects. Such 
-a_ colleftion, he imagined, would be 


very uſeful in ſchools, and not only ſo, 
but peculiarly ſuited to ſuch perſons as 
cannot afford: to purchaſe thoſe works 
from which the colleCtion 1s made. 


To render it as entertaining as poſ- 
fible, and to convey inftruftion in the | 
moſt agreeable manner, he has taken } 


care to inſert ſeveral Storzes, Viſions, 
and Allegories, which 1mpreſs the ima- 


ginations, and fix . the giddy roving 
minds of youth more than any other 


ſpecies of compolition. With the fame 


"view - he has likewiſe inſerted ſeveral 
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THE 


MORAL MISCELLANY. 


On the Omniſcience and Omnipreſence of the Deity, 
together with the immenſity of his Works. Sp; 


[Spea. N”, «65.] 


WAS yeſterday about ſnn-ſet walking in the open 
' fields, 'till the night infenfibly fell upon me. IL 
at firſt amuſed myſelf with all the richneſs and va- 
riety of colours, which appeared in the weſtern parts 
of heaven: in proportion as they faded away and went 
out, ſeveral ſtars and planets appeared one after an- 
other, *till the whole firmament was in a glow. The * 
blueneſs of the*zther was exceedingly heightened and 
enlivened by the ſeaſon of the year, and by the rays of 
all thoſe luminaries that paſſed through it. The Ga- 
lazy appeared in its moſt beautiful white, To com- 
plete the ſcene, the full moon roſe at length in that 
clouded majeſty, which. AZi/ton takes notice of, and 
opened to the eye anew picture of nature, which was 
more finely ſhaded, and diſpoſed among ſofter lights, 
than that which -the ſun had before diſcovered to us. 
As I was ſurveying the moon walking in her bright= 
neſs and taking her progreſs among the conſtellations, 
a thought roſe in me which I believe very often per- 
plexes and diſturbs men of ſerious and comtemplative 
_ natures. David himſelf fell into it in that refleRion, 
Shen I conſider the heavens the work of thy fingers, the mann 
and the ſtars which thou haſt ordained ; what is man that 
thou art mindful of him, and the ſon of man that thou re- 
gardeſt him! 1n the ſame manner when I conſidered that 
infinite hoſt of ſtars, or, to ſpeak more philoſophically, 
of ſuns, which were then ſhining upon me, with thoſe 
innumerable ſets of planets or worlds, which were 
moying round their __ ſuns ; when I ſtill en- 


larged 
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Larged the idea, and ſuppoſed another heaven of ſuns 
and worlds rifing ſtill above this which we diſcovered, 
and theſe ſti]I enlightened by a ſuperior firmament of 
luminaries, which are planted at ſo great a diſtance, 
that they may appear to tbe inhabitants of the former 
as the ſtars do to us; in ſhort, while I purſued this 
thought, I could not but refle& on that little inſig- 
nificant figure which I myſelf bore amidſt the immen- 
Wy *: God's works. | 
ERE the ſun, which enlightens this part of the 
creation, with all the hoſt of planetary worlds that 
move about him, utterly extinguiſhed and annihilated, 
they would not be jet a more than a-grain- of ſand 
upon the ſea ſhore. The ſpace they polleſs is ſo ex- 
_ ceedingly little in compariſon of the whole, that it 
would {carce make a blank in the creation. "The chaſin 
would be imperceptible to an eye, that could take in 
the whole compaſs of nature, and paſs from one end 
of the creation to the other; as it is poflible there 
may be ſuch a ſenſe in ourſelves hereafter, or in crea- 
tures which are at preſent more exalted than ourſelves. 
We ſee many ſtars by the help of glaſſes, which we 
do not diſcover with our naked eyes; and the finer 
_ our teleſcopes are, the more ſtill are our difcoveries. 
Huygenius carries this thought ſo far, that he does not 
think it impoſfible there may be ſtars whoſe light is 
not yet travelled down to us, ſince their firſt creation. 
There is no queſtion but the univerſe has certain 
bounds ſet to it; but when we conſider that it is the 
work of infinite power, prompted by infinite goodneſs, 
with an infinite ſpace to exert itſelf in, how can our 
imagination ſet any bounds to it? nn 
0 return, therefore, to my firſt thought, I could 
not but look upon myſelf with ſecret horror, as a be- 
ing that was not worth the ſmalleſt regard of one who 
had ſo great a work under his care and ſuperinten- 
dency. I was afraid of being overlooked amidſt the 
immenſity of nature, and loſt among that infinite va- 
riety of creatures, which in all probability ſwarm 
through all theſe immeaſurable regions of matter. 
| Inv order to recover mylelf_from this mortgage 
thought, I conſidered that z6:ewgats riſe from thoſe 
bf I {i M narrow 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. '3 
natrow conceptions, which we are apt to entertain of 
the divine- nature. We ourſelves cannot attend to 
many different objeQs at the ſame time. If we are 
careful to inſpect ſome things, we muſt of courſe ne- 
glet others. This imperfeftion which we obſerve 
m ourſelves is an imperfection that cleaves in ſome de- 
gree to creatures of the higheſt capacities, as they are 
creatures, that is, beings of finite and limited natures, 
'The preſence of every created being is confined to a 
certain meaſure of ſpace, and conſequently his obſer- 
vation is ſtinted to a certain number of objets. The 
ſphere in which we move, and a, and underftand, is 
of a wider circumference to one creature than another, 
according as we riſe one above another in the ſcale of 
exiſtence. But the wideſt of theſe our ſpheres has its 
circumference. When therefore we reflect on the di- 
vine nature, we are ſo uſed and accuſtomed to this im=- 
perfection in ourſelves, that we cannot forbear in ſome 


_ meaſure aſcribing it to him in whom there is no ſhadow 


of imperfeCtion. Our reaſon indeed aſſures us that his 
attributes are infinite, but the poorneſs of our concep- 
tions 1s ſuch that it cannot forbear ſetting bounds to 


every thing it contemplates, till our reaſon comes again 


to our ſuccour, and throws down all thoſe little pre- 


zudices which riſe in us unawares, and are natural'ta 


the mind of man. 

We ſhall therefore utterly extinguiſh this melan- 
choly thought, of our being overlooked by our Ma- 
ker in the multiplicity of his works, and the infinity.of 


thoſe objefts among which he ſeems to be inceſſantly 


employed, if we conſider, in the firſt place, that he'is 
omnipreſent ; and, in the ſecond, that he 1s omniſcient. 
IF we conſider him in his omniprefence : his being 
paſſes wok, aCtuates, and ſupports the whole frame 
of nature. His creation, and every part of it, is full of 
him. "There tis nothing he has made, that is either fo 
diſtant, fo little, or ſo inconſiderable, which he does not 
eflentially inhabit. His ſubſtance is within the ſub- 
itance of every being, whether material, or immaterial, 
and as intimately preſent to it, as that being is to itſelf. 
It would be an imperfe&tion in him, were he able to 
remyve out of one place into another, or to withdraw 
, | i himelt 
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*bimſelf from any thing he has created, or from any 
part of that ſpace which is diffuſed and ſpread abroad 
to infinity. .In ſhort, to ſpeak of him in the language 
of the old philoſophers, he 1s a being whoſe centre 1s 
__every-where, and his circumference no-where. 

In the ſecond place, he is omniſcient as well as 
omnipreſent. His omniſcience indeed neceflarily and 
naturally flows from his omnipreſence. He cannot but 
be conſcious of every motion that ariſes in the whole 
material world, which he thus eflentially pervades ; 

_ and of every thought that is ſtirring in the intelleCtual 
warld, to every part of which he is thus intimately uni- 
ted, Several moraliſts have conſidered the creation as 
the temple of God, which he has built with his own 
hands, and which is filled with his preſence. Others 
have conſidered infinite ſpace as the receptacle, or ra- 
ther the habitation of the Almighty : but the nobleſt 
and molt exalted way of conſidering this infinite ſpace 
18 that of Sir 1/aac Newton, who calls it the ſenſorium 
of the Godhead. Brutes and men have their /en/or:ola, 
-or little ſenſor:ums, by which they apprehend the pre- 
gence and perceive the aCtions of a few- objects, that 
lye contiguous to them. Their knowledge and obſer- 
vation turn within a very narrow circle. But as God 
Almighty cannot but perceive and know every thing 
in which he reſides, infinite ſpace gives room to in- 
fnite knowledge, and is, as it were, an organ to om- 
Niſcience. 6 | | 

WERE the ſoul ſeparate from the body, and with 
one glance of thought ſhould ſtart beyond the bounds 
of the creation, ſhould it for millions of years continue 
3ts progreſs through infinite ſpace with the ſame acti- 
vity, it would till find itſeif within the erabrace of its 

Creator, and encompaſled round with the immenſity 

of the Godhead. While we are in the body he is not 
ieſs preſent with us, becauſe he 1s concealed from us. 
(0h that I knew where 1 might find him ! fays Job. Be- 
hold I go forward, but he 1s not there ; and backward, but 
f cannot percerve him : on the left hand, where he does 
work, but 1 cannot behold him: he hideth himſelf on the 
right hand that I cannot ſee him, In ſhort, reaſon as 


well 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. wt 
well as revelation affures us, that he cannot be abſent. 
from us, notwithſtanding he is undiſcovered by us. 

In this conſideration of God Almighty's omnipre-- 
ſence and omniſcience every uncomfortable thought 
vaniſhes... He cannot but regard every thing that oo 
being, eſpecially ſuch of his creatures who fear they 
are not regarded by him, He is privy to all their 
thoughts, and to that anxiety of heart in particular, - 
which is apt to trouble them on this occaſion : for, 
as it is impoſſible he ſhould overlook any-of his crea-- 
tures, ſo we may be confident that he regards, with 
an eye of mercy, thoſe who endeavour to recom- 
mend themſelves to his notice, and in unfeigned hu- 


mility of heart think themſelves unworthy that he- 
ſhould be mindful 'of them. 


LXLEENELEEEEL EL XEXENS | 


Aotives to piety and virtue, drawn from the Omniſci=- 
ence and Onnipreſence of the Deity. [ Spe. N' 571.]. 
N your paper of Freday the gth inſtant, you had - 

I occaſion to confider the ubiquity of the God-head, - 

and at the ſame time, to ſhew, that as he is preſent to 

every thing, he cannot but be attentive to every thing, - 
and privy to all the modes and parts of its exiſtence : ' 
or, in other words, that his omnifcience and omni- © 
preſence are coexiftent, and run together through the ' 
whole infinitude of ſpace. This conſideration might - 
furniſh us with many incentives to devotion, and mo- 
tives to morality ; but as this ſubjeCt has been handled 
by ſeveral excellent writers, I ſhall conſider it in a+ 
light wherein I have not ſeen it placed by others. - 

Fir/t, How diſconſolate is the condition of- an in- - 
telleCtual being who is thus preſent with, his Maker, 
but at the fame time receives no extraordinary benefit 
or advantage from this his preſence | 

Secondly, How deplorable is the condition of an in- 
telle&tual being, who feels no other effects from this 
his preſence, but ſuch as procecd from divine wrath - 


and indignation | | 
S, B 3-: _ Thirdly, 
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- iThirdy, How happy is the condition of that in- 
tellectual being, who 1s ſenſible of his Maker's pre- 
ſence from the ſecret effects of his, mercy and loving- 
kindneſs ! oro 159 wetoh 
_. +#ir/t, How diſconſolate is the condition of an in-- 
tellectual being, who is thus preſent with his Maker, 
but at the ſame time receives no extraordinary benefit 
or advantage from this his preſence ! Every particle of 
matters actuated by this Almighty being which paſles 
through it. "The heavens and the earth, the ſtars and 
planets, move and gravitate by virtue of this great prin- 
ciple within them. All the dead parts of nature are in- 
vigorated by: the preſence of their Creator, and made 
capable of exerting their reſpective qualities. The 
ſeveral inſtincts, in the brute creation, do likewiſe 
opcrate and work towards the ſeveral ends which are 
 . agreeable to them, by this divine energy. Man only, 
' _ who does not co-operate with his holy ſpirit, and 1s 
unattentive to his preſence, receives none of theſe ad- 
vantages from it, which are perfeCtive of his nature, 
and neceflary to his well-being. The divinity is with 
him, and in him, and every-where about him, but of 
No advantage to him. It-is the ſame thing to a. man 
without religion, as.if there were-no-God in the world. 
It is indeed impoſſible for an infinite Being to remove 
 Kkirmfelf from any of his creatures ; but though he can- 
not withdraw his effence from us, which would argue 
an imperfeQion in him, he can withdraw from us all 
the joys andconfolatians of it. His preſence may per- 
haps be neceflary to ſupport us in our exiſtence ; but 
he may leave this our exiſtence to itſelf, with regard 
to its happineſs or miſery. For, in this ſenſe, he may 
caſt us away from his preſence, and take his holy ſpirit 
from us. This {ſingle confideration one would think 
ſufficient to make us open our hearts to all thoſe infu- 
fions of joy and gladneſs which are ſo near at hand, 
and ready to be poured in upon us; eſpecially when 
we conſider, /ccondly, the deplorable condition of an 
intelletual being who feels no other effets from his 
Maker's preſence, but ſuch as proceed from divine 
wrath and indignation | | 1s 
E 
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We# may affure ourſelves, that the great author of 
nature will not always be as one; who 1s indifferent to 
any of his creatures. Thoſe who will not fee] him. 
in his love will be ſure at length to fee] him in his dif- 
pleaſure. And how dreadful is the condition of that 
creature, who is only ſenſible of the being of hrs 
Creator by what he ſufters from him ! Hets aseflentially 
preſent in hell as in heaven; but the mhabitants of 
thoſe accurſed places behold him only in his wrath, 
and ſhrink within the flames to conceal themſelves 
from him. It -is not in the power of imagination to 
conceive the fearful effeats of Omnipotence incenſed. 
Bv THI ſhall only conſider the wretchedneſs of an 
intelleual being, who, in this Iife, lyes under the 
difpleaſure of him, that at all times, and in all places 
is intimately united with him. He 1s able to dif- 
quiet the ſoul, and vex it in all its faculties. He can 
hinder any of thegreateſt comforts of life from refreſh- 
ing us, and five an edge to every one of its ſlighteft 
calamities. Who then can bear the thought of being 
'an out-caft from his preſence, that is, from the com- 
forts of it, 'or of feeling it only in its'terrors ? How 
pathetic is that expoſtuJjation of Fob, when; for the 
Teal trial of his patience, he was made to look upon 
_ kimfelf in this Feplorable condition ! 1/hy haf? theu 
"ſet me as a mark "againſt thee, ſo that. I am become a 
burden to myſelf? But, thirdly, how happy is the con- 
dition of that inteleRual being, who'is ſenfiblerof his 
Maker's preſence from the ſecret effes'of his mercy 
and loving-kindneſs! © £2 SOME 

THE blefled in heaven behold him face to face, - 
that 1s, are as ſenſible of his preſence as we are of the 
preſence of any perſon whom we look upon with our 
eyes. There is doubtleſs a faculty in ſpirits, by which 
they apprehend one another, as our ſenſes do material 
objects ; and there is no queſtion but our ſouls, when 
thy are diſembodied, or placed in glorified bodies, 
will by this faculty, in whatever part of ſpace they re- 
{1de, be always ſenſible of the divine preſence. We, 


the world of ſpirits, ans "as content to know the ſpirit 
4 of 


"who have this veil of fleſh ſtanding hetween us and . 
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of God is preſent with us, by the effefts which he 
produceth in us. Our outward ſenſes are too groſs 
to apprehend him ; we may however taſte and Ro how 
| 29 gry he is, by his influence upon our minds, by 
thoſe virtuous thoughts which he awakens in us, by 
thoſe ſecret comforts'and refreſhments which he con- 
veys into our fouls, and by thoſe raviſhing joys and 
inward fatisfactions which are perpetually ſpringing 
_ up, and diffuſing themfelves-among all the thoughts 
of good men. He is lodged in our very eflence, and 
1s as a foul within the foul to irradiate its underſtand- 
ing, reCtity its will, purify its paſſions, and enliven 
all the powers of man. How happy therefore is .an 
intelleCtual being, who by prayer and meditation, by 
virtue and-good works, opens this communication be- 
tween God and his own foul ! Though the whole crea- 
tion frowns upon him, and all nature looks black 
about him, he has his light and ſupport within him, that 
are able to chear his ind, and bear him up in themidſ{t 
of all thoſe horrors which encompaſs him. He knows 
that his helper is at hand, and is always nearer to him 
than any thing ee can be, which is capable of annoy- 
ing or terrifying him. .In the midft of calumny or con- 
tempt, he attends to that Being who whiſpers better 
things within his ſoul, and whom he looks upon as 
his Ae: his glory, and the lifter-up of his head. 
In his deepeſt ſolitude and retirement, he knows that 
he is in company with the greateſt of beings ; and per- 
ceives within himſelf ſuch real ſenſations of his pre- 
ſence, as are more delightful than any thing that can be 
met with in the converſation of his creatures. Even in 
the hour of death, he conſiders the pains of his diflolu- 
tion to be nothing <lſe but the breaking down of that 
partition, which ſtands betwixt his ſoul, and the ſight 
of that being, who is always preſent with him, 7. 13 
about to manifeſt itſelf to him in fullneſs of joy. _ 


I F we would be thus happy, and thus fenſible of 


our Maker's preſence, from the ſecret effects of his 
mercy and goodneſs, we mult keep ſuch a watch over 


all our thoughts, that in the language of the ſcripture, 


| his ſoul may have pleaſure in us. We muſt take care 
not to grieve his holy ſpirit, and endeavour to make the 
| | meditations 
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meditations of our hearts always acceptable in his 
light, that he may delight thus to reſide and dwell in 
us. Thelight of nature could direct Seneca to this 
doctrine, in a very remarkable paſſage among his epil- 
tles ; Sacer ineſt in nebis ſpiritus, bonorum malorumque ' 
cuftos et obſervator ; et quemadmodum nos ullum trattq- 
mus, ita et ille nos. * There is a holy ſpirit reſiding in 
< 'us, who. watches and obſerves both goo1 and evil 
© men, and will treat us after the ſame manner that we 
© treat him.*. But I ſhall conclude this diſcourſe with 
thoſe more emphatical words in divine revelation. {f ' 
a man love me, he «vill keep iny words; and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abede 10ith him. _ 
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Refletions on the Third Heaven. [SpeQ. N* 585.] 


**'F CONSIDERED in my two laſt letters that aw- 
© K ful and tremendous ſubje&, the ubiquity or om- 
nipreſence of the divine Being. I have ſhewn that 
he is equally preſent in all places throughout the- 
whole extent of infinite ſpace. . "This doctrine 1s fa 
agreeable to reaſon, that we meet with it in the wriit- 
ings of the enlightened heathens, as I might ſhew at 
large, were it not already done by other hands. But 
tho' the Deity be thus effentially-prefent through all 
the immenſity of ſpace, there is one part of it in 
which he diſcovers himſelf in 2 moſt tranſcendent and 
viſible glory. This is that place which is marked. out : 
in ſcripture under the difterent appellations of Para- 
aije,. the third heaven, the throne of God, and the ha- 
bitation-of his glory. It 1s here where the glorified 
body of our Saviour re{1des, and where all the celeſ-: - 
tial hierarchies, and the innumerable hoſts of angels, 
are repreſented as perpetually ſurrounding the ſeat 
of God with hallelujahs and hymns of praiſe: This. 
1s that preſence of God which ſome of the divines 
*.call his glorious, and others his majeſtic preſence. 
* He is indecd as eſſentially preſent in all other places 
© as in this; but it is here where he reſides in a 
* 1en{ible magnificence, and in the midſt.of all thoſe - 
- B 5 =: 5 $PIeNGors: 4 
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: Li wngh which can affect the imagination of created 
eings. | LEES . 
- Ir is very remarkable that this opinion of God 
* Almighty's preſence in heaven, whether diſcovered 
© by the light of nature, or by a general tradition from 
© our firſt parents, prevails among all the nations of 
© the world, whatſoever different notions they enter- 
© tain of the God-head. If you look into Homer, that 
© 15, the moſt antient of the Greek writers, you ſee the 
© ſupreme power ſeated in,the heavens, and encompalſ- 


© ſed with inferior deities, among whom the muſes are - 


; (pre need as ſinging inceſſantly about his throne. 


o does not here ſee the main ſtrokes and out-. 


©* lines of this great truth we are ſpeaking of ? The 
© fame doctrine is ſhadowed out in many other hea- 
* then authors, tho” at the ſame time, like ſeveral other 
© revealed truths, daſhed and adulterated with.a mix- 


* ture of fables and human inventions, But to paſs + 


© over the notions of the Greeks and Romans, thoſe 
* more etilightened' parts of the pagan world, we find 


© there is ſcarce a people among the late diſcovered 
: 


* worſhip.” 


© AS in Solomon's temple there was the Sand#um 


© San#orum, in which a viſible glory appeared among 


* the figures of the cherubims, and into which none 


* but the high-prieſt himſelf was permitted to enter, - 


* after having made an atonement for the ſins of the 
p cople; ſo if we conſider this whole creation as one 
« which the high-pcieſt of gur ſalyation entered,: and 
© took his place among angels and archangels, after 
* having made a propitiation for the ſins of mankind. 

* W1rn how much ſkill muft the throne of God be 
ereted ? With what glorious defigns is that habita- 


who inſpired [Tram with wiſdom ? How great muſt 
be the majeſty of that place, where the whole art of 
creation has been employed, and where God has 
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ner? W hat muſt be the architeRure of infinite power. 
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_ © nations who are not trained up in an opinion that - 
© heaven is the habitation of. the divinity whom they - 


oreat temple, there is in it the Holy of Holies, into- 


tion beautific RN 1s contrived and built by him - 


choſen to ſhew himſelf in the moſt magnificent mag- - 
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© tnder the direCtion of infinite wiſdom ? A ſpirit can- 
«* not but be tranſported after an ineffablemanner with 
© the ſight of thoſe objeRs, which were made to affect 


< him by that Being who knows the inward frame of 
© a ſoul, and how to pleaſe and raviſh it in all its moſt 


© ſecret powers and faculties. It is to this majeſtic 
© preſence 'of God, we may apply thoſe beautiful ex> 
« preflions in holy writ : Biholdeven to the moon, and it 
* ſhineth nat ; yea the ſtars are not pure in his fght, The 


LO light of the ſun, .and all the glories of the world in 


* which we live, are but as weak and fickly glimmer- 
© ings, or rather darkneſs itſelf, in compariſon of thoſe 
* ſplendors which encompaſs the throne of God. | 
* As the glory of this place is tranſcendent beyond 
* imagination, ſo probably is the extent of it. I here 
* is light behind light, and glory within glory. How 


IF © far that ſpace may reach, in which God thus appears 


« in perfect majeſty, we cannot poſſibly conceive. 
© Tho! itis not mfinite, it may'be indefinite ; and tho* 
not immeaſurable in itſelf, it maybe ſo with regard 
to any created eye, or imagination. If he has made 
theſe lower regions of matter ſo inconceivably wide 
and magnificent for the habitation of mortal and pe- 
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37 © riſhable beings, how great may we ſuppole the courts 
XX © of his houſe to be, where he makes his reſidence in 


* a more eſpecial manner, and diſplays himſelf in the 
* fulneſs of his glory, among an innumerable company 


I | © of angels, and ſpirits of juſt men made perfe&.! 


* Tarts is certain that our imaginations cannot be 


EX © raiſed too high, when we think on.a place where 


* omnipotence and omniſcience have ſo ſignally exer- 


YJY : ted themſelves, becauſe that they are able to pro- 
Z © ducea'ſcene infinitely more great and glorious than 


* what we are able to imagine. It is not impoſſible but 


A : at the .conſummation of all things, theſe. outward 
& | apartments of nature, which are now- ſuited to thoſe 


; beings who inhabit them, may be taken in and added. 
© to that glorious place of which I am here ſpeaking ;- 
_ and bythat means made a properhabitation for beings. 


A ; who are exempt from mortality, and cleared of their 
 Þ imperfections : for ſo the ſcripture ſeems to intimate: 
* when it ſpeaks of new heavens and of a new earth;. 
XZ © wherein dwelleth I. 
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| that this'is one of the entertainments of it. And if 


_ of producing, how much more will it be raiſed and 8 


"thoſe objes which are moſt agreeable to them, and | 


_ of nature ; objects, which neither eye hath ſeen, nor ear \® 


* I nave only conſidered this glorious place with iſ 

regard to the ſight and imagination, though it is 
highly probable that our other ſenſes may here like- WM 
wiſe enjoy their higheſt gratifications. 'T here is no- i 
thing which more raviſhes and tranſports the ſoul, il 
than harmony ; and we have great reaſon to believe, ll 
from the defcriptions of this place in holy Scripture, Þ 


the ſoul of man can be ſo wonderfully affected with i 
thoſe ſtrains. of muſic, which human art is capable # 


elevated by thoſe, in which is exerted the whole 3 
power of harmony ! "The ſenſes are faculties of the : 
human Galton they cannot be employed, during : 
this our vital union, without proper inſtruments in i 
the body. Why therefore ſhould we exclude the ſatiſ- 
faction of theſe faculties, which we hind by expe- : 
rience are inlets of great; pleaſure to the ſoul, from * 
among thoſe entertainments which are ta make up 
our happineſs hereafter * Why ſhould we ſuppoſe 
that our hearing and ſeeing will not be gratified with 


which they cannot meet with in theſe lower regions \ 


heard, nor can it enter into the heart of man ta concetue ® 
I knewa man in Chriſt (ſays St. Paul ſpeaking of him- Wi 
ſelf) above fourteen years ago (whether in the body, I 
cannot tell, or whether out of the body, 1 cannot tell : 
God knoweth) ſuch a one caught up to the third hea= 
ven. And I knew: ſuch a man, (whether an the body or 
out of the body, I cannot tell : God knoweth) how that 
he wwas caught up into paradiſe, end heard, unſpeakable 
words, which it 1s not .poſſeble for. a man to utter. By 
this is meant that what he heard was ſo infinitely 
different from any thing which he had heard in this 
world, that it was impoſhble. to expreſs it in ſuch- 
words as might convey a notion of it to his hearers: 
* IT is very natural for us to, take. delight in-in- 
quiries concerning any foreign country, where we 
are ſome time or other to make-our abode ; and: as 
we all hope to be admitted into this glorious-place; #7 
it is both a laudable and uſcfal cuciolſity,.to get what » 
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informations we can of it, while we make uſe of re- 


- with a deſire of becoming inhabitants of this delight= 
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velation for our guide, When theſe everlaſting 
doors ſhall be opened to us, we may'be ſure that 
the pleaſures and beauties of this place will infinitely 
tranſcend our p:eſent hopes and expectations, and. 
that the glorious appearance of the throne of God 
will riſe infinitely beyond whatever we are able to 
conceive of it. We might here entertain ourſelves 


with many other ſpeculations on this ſubject, from 


thoſe ſeveral hints 'which 'we find of it in the holy 
ſcriptures; as whether there may not be different 
manſions and apartments of glory, to beings of dif- 
ferent natures; whether as they excel one another 
in perfection, they are not admitted nearer to the 
throne of the Almighty, and enjoy greater manifeſt= 
ations of his preſence; whether there are not ſolemn 
times and occaſions, when all the multitude of hea- 
ven celebrate the preſence of their Maker, in more 
extraordinary forms of praiſe and adoration; as 
Adem, tho' he had continued in a ftate of inno- 
cence, would, in the. opinion of our divines, have 
kept holy te Sabbath-day, in a more particular 
manner than any other of the ſeven. Theſe, and. 
the like ſpeculations, 'we may very innocently in- 
dulge, ſo-long as we make uſ2 of them to inſpire us 


ful place. | | PY3 

<LI HAVE.in this,andin two foregoing letters, treated 
on the moſt ſerious ſubject that can employ the mind 
of man, the omnipreſence of the Deity ; a ſubje&t 
which, if poſſible, ſhould never depart from our 
meditations. We have conſidered the divine Being, 
as he inhabits infinitude, as he dwells among his 
works, as he 1s preſent to the mind of man, and as 
he diſcovers himſelf in a more glorious manner 
among the regions of the bleſt. Such a conſidera-} 
tion ſhould be kept awake in us at all times, and 
in all places, and poſſeſs our minds with a perpe= 
tual awe and reverence. It ſhould be interwoven 
with all our thoughts and perceptions, and become 
one with the conſciouſneſs of our own being. It is 


not to be reflected on 1n the coldneſs of pulp 
. | o ut 
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© but ought to-ſink/us into the loweſt proſtration be- 
© fore him, who is ſo 'aſtoniſhingly great, wonderful, 
© and holy.” th rhe et ratonN. 
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The preſent life to be conſidered only as it may conduce fo 
' the happineſs of a future one.  ([SpeCt. N® 575.] 


> ARE young fellow ſeeing an aged hermit go 
K by him barefoot, Father, ſays he, you arein a + 
very miſerable condition if there tis not another world. 
. True, ſon, ſaid the hermit ; but what is thy condition if 
[there is? Man is a creature defigned for two different 
ſtates of being, or rather, for two different lives. His 
firſt life is ſhort and tranſient : his ſecond permanent 
ang laſting. "Fhe queſtion we are all concerned in 
1s this, 12- which of theſe two lives-is our chief intereſt 
to make ourſelves happy ? or, in other words, whe- 
ther we ſhould endeavour to ſecure to-ourſelves the 
| pleaſures and gratifications of a life which is uncertain 
-* and precarious, and at its utmoſt length of avery in- 
 confderable duration ; or to ſecure to ourſelves the 
-pleaſures of a life:that is fixed and ſettled, and-will ne- 
'verend? Every man, upon. the firſt hearing of this 
-queſtion, knows very well which fide of it he ought 
to cloſe with. But however right we are in theory, it 
3s plain that in practice we adhere to the wrong fide 
of the queſtion. We make proviſions for this- life as 
though” it were never to have an end, and for the 
other life as though it were never to have a- beginning. 
SHOULD a ſpirit of ſuperior:rank, -who is a ſtranger 
to human nature, accidentally alight upon the earth, 
and take a ſurvey of its inhabitants 5 what would his 
notions of us be? Would not he think that we are a 
ſpecies of beings-made for quite different ends and pur- 
| poſes than what we really are? Muft not he imagine 
that we were placed in this world to get riches and ho-. 
nours? Would not he think that it was our duty to 
toil after wealth, and ſtation, and title ? Nay, would 
not he believe we were forbidden poverty, by _ 
© 
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of eternal puniſhment, and enjoined to-purſue our 
pleaſures under pain of damnation? He would cer- 
tainly imagine that we were influenced by a ſcheme of 
duties quite oppoſite to thoſe which are indeed preſcri- 
bed to us. And truly, according to ſuch an-imagina-- 
tion, he muſt conclude'that we- are a ſpecies of the 
moſt obedient creatures in the univerſe ; that we are-- 
conſtant to our nit h and that we keep a ſteady eye. 
on the end for which we were ſent hither. 

BuT how great would be his. aſtoniſhment, when 
he learnt that we were beings not deſigned. to exiſt in 
this world above threeſcore and ten years ; and that 
the greateſt part of this buſy ſpecies fall ſhort even . 
of that age? How would he be loſt in horror and ad- 
miration, when he ſhould know that this ſet of crea- . 
tures, who lay out all their endeavours for this life, 
which ſcarce deſerves the name of exiſtence, when, 
T fay, he ſhould know that this ſet-of creatures are to 
exiſt to all eternity in another life, for which they 
make no preparations Nothing can be a greater _ 
diſgrace to reaſon than that men, who. are perſuaded 
of theſe two different ſtates of being, ſhould. be per- 
.petually employed in providing for a life of three- 

| ſcore and ten years, and neglecting to make proviſion 
for that, which, after many myriads of years, will be 
ſtill new, .and ſtill beginning ; eſpecially when we 
conſider that our endeavours for making onrſelves 
great, .or. rich, or honourable, or whatever elſe we _ 
place our happineſs in, may, after all, prove unſuc- 
ceſsful ; whereas, if we conſtantly and ſincerely ene _ 
deavour to make ourſelves happy in the other life We... P 
are ſure that our endeavours will ſucceed, and thats 
ſhall not be diſappointed of our hope. "> 

THe following queſtion is ſtarted by one of the © 
fchoolmen. Suppoling the whole body of the earth 
were a great ball or maſs of the fineſt ſand, and that.a_ 
{ingle grain or particle of this ſand ſhould be annihi- _ 
lated every thouſand years. Suppoſling then that you _ 
had it in your choice to be happy all: the-while this 

_ prodigious maſs of ſand was conſuming by this flow 
method till there was not 5 ade it left, on;condi- 
tion you were to be miſctable for ever after; or ſug- 


poſing 
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poſing that you might be happy for ever after, on con- 
dition you would be miſerable till the whole maſs of 
ſand were thus annihilated at the rate of one ſand in_ 
a thouſand years: which of theſe two caſes would 
you make your choice? TEN 
Tr muſt be confeſſed in this caſe, ſo many thouſands 
of years are to. the imagination as a kind of eternity, 
tho* in reality they do not bear fo great a proportion - 
to that duration which is to follow them, as an unit 
does'to the greateſt number which you can put toge- 
ther in figures, or as one of thoſe ſands to the ippated 
heap. Reaſon therefore tells us, without any manner 
of heſitation, which would be the better part in this - 
-choice. However, as I have before intimated, our 
reaſon might inſucha caſe beſo overſet by the imagina- 
tion, as to diſpoſe ſome perſons to fink under the con- 
fideration of the great length of the firſt part of this - 
duration, and of the great diſtance of that ſecond du- 
ration, which is to ſucceed it, 'The mind, I fay, might 
give itſelf up to that happineſs which is at hand, . 
conſidering that it is ſo very near, and that it would 
laſt fo very long. But when the choice we aRually 
have- before us, is this, whether we will chuſe to be 
happy for the ſpace of only threeſcore and ten, nay, - 
perhaps, of only twenty or ten years, I might ſay of 
'only a day or an hour, and miſerable to all eternity ; . 
or on the contrary, miſerable for this ſhort term of 
years, and happy for a whole eternity ; what words 
-are ſufficient to expreſs that folly and want of con- 
ſideration which in ſuch a-caſe makes a wrong choice? 
I HERE put the caſe even at the worſt, by tuppoſing 
{what ſeldom happens) that a courſe of virtue makes 
us miſerable in this life : but if we ſuppoſe (as it gene+._ 
Tally happens) that virtue will make us more happy 
even in this life than a contrary courſe of vice ; hovy 
can we ſufficiently admire the ſtupidity or madneſs of 
thoſe perſons who ar2 capable of making ſo abſurd a 
choice ? Dy OO | 
Every wiſe man, therefore, will conſider this life 
only as it may conduce to the happineſs of the other, 
'and chearfully ſacrifice the pleaſures of a few years to 


On 


thoſe of an eternity, 


Ie pa 


commiſfton of vice. 
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On the Immortality of the Soul. [SpeR. N8 111,] 


I W as yeſterday walking alone in one of my friend's: 
woods, and loſt myſelf in it very agreeably, as I 
was running over in my mind the ſeveral arguments. 
that eſtabliſh-this great. point, which is the bafis of 
morality, and the "== of all the pleaſing hopes and 
ſecret joys that can arife in the heart of a reaſonable 
creature. I conſidered thoſe ſeveral proofs drawn, 
.FirsT, from the nature of the Goat itſelf, and par-- 
ticularly its immateriality ; which though not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to the eternity of its duration, has, I 
think, been evinced to almoſt a demonſtration,  - 
SECONDLY, from its paſhons and ſentiments, as. 
particiulatly from its love of exiſtence, its horror of 
annihilation, and its hopes of immortality, with that 
fecret ſatisfation which it finds.in the practice of vir- 
tue, and that uneaſineſs which fallows in it upon the 


_ 


THniRDLY., from the nature of the Supreme Being, 
concerned in this poinr, 

BuT among thefe and other excellent arguments 
for the immortality of the fou], there is one drawn 
from the perpetual progrefs of the foul to its perfec- 
tion, without a poſſibility of ever arriving at it ; which 
is a hint that T do not remember to have ſeen openet 


Whoſe juſtice, goodneſs, wiſdom, and veracity, are a 


and improved by others who have written on this ſub- 


je, tho' it feems to me to carry a very great weight 
with it. How can it enter into the thoughts of man, 


_ that the ſoul, which is capable of fuch immenſe per-. 


feftions, and of receiving new improvements to all 
eternity, ſhall fall away into nothing almoſt as ſoon as 


_ It is created? Are ſuch abilities made for no purpoſe? 


A brute arrives at a point of perfection that he can 
never paſs: in a few years he has all the endowments 


he is capable of; and were he to live ten thouſand 


more, would be the ſame thing he is at preſent. Were 


'a human ſoul thus at a ſtand in her accompliſhments, 


were her faculties to be full blown, and incapable of 
farther. enlargements, I could imagine it might fall 
, | , away 


—_— —— ——_ 
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away inſenfibly, and drop' at onee into a ftate of an- 
nthilation. But can we believe a thinking being that 
151n a perpetual progreſs of improvements, and travel- 
Jing on from perfection to perfection, after having juſt 
looked abroad into the works of its Creator, and made 
a few diſcoveries of his infinite goodnels, wifdom, and 

power, muſt periſh at her firſt ſetting out, and in the 
very beginning of her enquiries? 

_ A man, conſidered in his preſent ſtate, ſeems only 
ſent into the world to propagate his kind. He pro- 
vides himſelf with a ſucceſſor, and immediately quits 


| his poſt to make room for him. 


— Heres 
Heredem alterius, velut unda 4 Gs t undam. 
| Hor. Ep. 2. 1: 2, v. 175. 


m—— Heir crowds heir, as in a rolling flood 


Wave urges wave. CREECH. 


He does not ſeem born to enjoy life, but to deliver 
it down.. to. others. : This is not ſurpriſing to conſider 
{ animals, which are formed for our uſe, and can 


finiſh their buſineſs in a ſhort life. The filk-worm, 


after having ſpun her taſk, lays her eggs and dies. 
But a man can never have taken in his ful] meaſure 
of knowledge, bas not time to ſubdue his paſſions, efta- 
bliſh. his ſoul in virtue, and come up to the perfection 
of his nature, before he is hurried off the ſtage. Would 
an infinitely wiſe Being make ſuch-glorious creatures 
for ſo mean a purpoſe! Can he delight in the pro- 
duction of ſuch abortive intelligences, ſuch ſhort- 
lived reaſonable beings? Would he give us talents 
that are not to be exerted? capacities that are never 


_ to be.gratified ? How can we find that wiſdom which 


ſhines thro? all his works, in the formation of man, 
without looking on this world as only a nurſery for 
the next, and believing that the ſeveral generations af 
rational creatures, which riſe up and diſappear in 


ſuch quick ſucceflions, are only to receive their firſt 


rudiments of exiſtence here, and afterwards to be 
tranſplanted into a more friendly climate, where they 
may ſpread and flouriſh to all eternity. 


THaEREK 


A 
VY 
t 
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THERE is not, in my opinion, a more pleafing and 
triumphant conſideration in religion than this of the 
perpetual progreſs. which the ſoul makes towards the. 
perfeCtion of its nature, without ever arriving at a 
period in it. To look upon the ſoul as going on from 


ſtrength to ſtrength, to conſider that fhe is to ſhine. 


for ever with new acceſſions of glory, and brighten to 
all eternity; that ſhe will be ftill adding virtue to. 
virtue, and knowledge toknowledge; carries init ſome- 
thing wonderfully agreeable to that ambition which 
is natural to the mind of man. Nay, it muſt be a 
proſpect pleaſing to God himſelf, to ſee his creation 
for ever beautifying in his eyes, and drawing nearer 
to him, by greater degrees of reſemblance. | 
MEeTHINKESs. this ſingle confideration, of the pro- 
greſs of a finite ſprrit to perfection, will be ſufficient 
to extinguiſh all envy in inferior natures, and all con- 
tempt in ſuperior. That cherubim, which now ap - 
God to a human ſoul, knows very well 
that the period will come about in eternity, when the 
human ſoul ſhall be as perfect as he himſelf now is: 
nay, when ſhe ſhall look down upon that degree of 
perfeCtion as much as ſhe now falls ſhort of tit. Tt is 
true, the higher nature ſtill advances, and by that 
means preſerves his diſtance and ſuperiority. in the 
ſcale of being ; but he knows that, how high ſoever 
the ſtation is of which he ſtands poſleſſed at preſent 
the inferior nature will at length mount up to.it, an 
ſhine forth in the ſame degree of glory. Fob 
W1TH what aſtoniſhment and veneration may we 
look into our own ſouls, where there are ſuch hidden 
{tores of virtue and knawledge, ſuch inexhauſted ſour- 
ces of perfection? We know not yet what we ſhall 
be, nor will it ever enter inta the heart of man to 
conceive the glory that will be always in reſerve for 
bim. The ſoul, conſidered with its Creator, is like 
one of thoſe mathematical lines that may draw nearer 
to another for all eternity without a poſlibility of 
touching it : and can there be a thought ſo tranſport- 
ing, as to conſider ourſelves in theſe perpetual ap- 
proaches to him, who is not only the ſtandard of per- 
tection, but of happineſs ! FA 
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ESSBIEBHSBEEBBBEBSEST 


On the Animal Warldz and the Scale of Beings. 
[Spe&. N*Y 519.] 


"1 Hoven there is a great deal of pleaſure in con- 
templating the material world, by which I mear- 
that ſyſtem of bodies into which nature has ſo curn-- 
ouſly wrought the maſs of dead matter, with the 
feveral relations which thoſe bodies bear ro one ano-- 
ther ; there is {till, methinks, ſomething more won- 
derful and ſurprifmg in contemplations on the world 
of life, by which I mean alt thoſe animals with which 
every part of the univerſe is furniſhed. The material 


world is only the ſhell of the univerſe: the world of- 


fe are its inhabitants. 

IF- we confider thoſe parts of the material world 
which lye the neareſt to us, and are therefore ſubje&t 
to our obfervations and enquiries, it 1s amazing to 
confider the infinity of atimnials with which it is fſtock- 


ed; Every part of matter is | -—7a : every _—_ 
i 


leaf ſwarms with inhabitants. There is ſcarcea fingle 
humour in the body of a man, or of any other animal, 


in which our glaſſes do not diſcover myriads of _—_ 


creatures. The furface of animals is alſo cover. 
with other animals, which are in the ſame manner the 


baſis of other animals that live upon it ; nay, we find. 
in the moſt ſolid bodies, as in marble-itſelf, innume- 


rable cells and cavities that are crowded with ſuch 


naked eye to diſcover. On the other hand, if we 
look into the more bulky parts of nature, we ſee the 
ſeas, lakes, and rivers, teeming with numberleſs kinds 
of living creatures: we find every mountain and 
marſh, wilderneſs and wood, plentifully ſtocked with 
birds and beafts, and every part of matter affording 
proper neceflaries and conveniencies for the liveli- 
hood of multitudes which inhabit it. 


? | | Tar.: 
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THe author of the Plurality of worlds draws a very 
good argument from this confideration, for the 
peopling of every planet; as indeed .it ſeems very 
probable from the analogy of reaſon, that if no 
part of matter, which we are acquainted with, 
lies waſte and uſeleſs, thoſe great bodies, which 
are at ſuch a diſtance from us, ſhould not be de- 
fart and unpeapled, but rather that they ſhould 


| be furniſhed with beings adapted to their reſpective 


ſituation. | | | 
EXISTENCE is a blefling to thoſe beings only 
which are endowed with perception, and is in a 
manner thrown away upon dead matter, any far- 
ther than as it is ſubfervient to beings which are 
conſcious of their exiſtence. Accordingly we find; 
from the bodies which lye under our obſervation, 
that matter is only made as the baſts and ſupport 
of animals, and that there is no more of the one, 


than what is neceſſary for the exiſtence of the 


other. | 

INFINITE goodneſs is of fo. communicative a 
nature, that it ſeems to delight tn the confer- 
ing of exiſtence upon every degree of perceptive 
being. As this is a ſpeculation, which I have 


often purſued with great pleaſure to myſelf, I ſhall 


enlarge farther upon it, by conſidering that part 
a the ſcale of beings which comes within our knows- 
cge. | | | 

ye are ſome living creatures which are raiſed 
but juſt above dead matter. To mention only that 
ſpecies of ſhell-fiſh, which are formed in the faſhion 
of a cone, that grow to the ſurface of ſeveral rocks, 
and immediately die upon their being ſevered from the 
place where they grow. There are many other crea- 
tures but one remove from theſe, which have no other 
ſenſe beſides that of feeling and taſte. Others have {til] 
an additional one of hearing ; others of ſmell; and 
othe's of ſight. It is wondertul to obſerve, by what a 
gradual progreſs the world of life advances through a 
prodigious variety of ſpecies, before a creature is form'd 
that is complete in all its ſenſes; and even among theſe 
there is ſuch adifferent degree of perfection ui the — 
which 
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which one animal enjoys beyond what appears in an- 
other, though the ſenſe in different animals be diſtin- 
guiſhed by the ſame common denomination, it ſeems 
almoſt of a different nature. If after this we look in- 
to the ſeveral inward perfeCtions of cunning and ſaga- 
city, or what we generally call inſtin, we find them 
rifing after the ſame manner imperceptibly one above 
another, and receiving additional improvements, ac- 
cording to the ſpecies in which they are implanted. 
This progreſs in nature is ſo very gradual, that the 
moſt pertect of an inferior ſpecies comes very near to 
the moſt imperfect of that which is immediately above 
It; Eo 
'TnrEx exuberant and overflowing goodneſs of the 
gupreme Being, whoſe mercy extends to all his works, 
is plainly ſeen, as I have before hinted, from his hav- 
ing made ſo very little matter, at leaſt what falls with- 
Mm our 'knowledge, that does not ſwarm with life : 
nor is his goodneſs leſs ſeen in the diverſity, than in 
the multitude of living creatures. Had he only made 
one ſpecies of animals, none of the reſt would have en- 
joyed the happineſs of exiſtence ; he has, therefore, 
Jpecified in his creation every degree of life, every ca- 
pacity*of- being. © 'The whole chaſm of nature, from 
a plant to a man, is filled up with divers kinds of crea-- 
tures, riſing one over another, by ſuch a gentle and 
eaſy aſcenf, that the little tranſitions and deviations 
from one "ſpecies 'to another are almoſt inſenfible. 
This intermediate'ſpace is fo well huſbanded and ma- 
_ - naged,' that there 1s ſcarce a degree of perception 
which does not-appear in ſome one part of the world 
_ of life. Is the goodneſs, or wiſdom of the Divine 
Being, more manifeſted in this his proceeding ? 
© THERE is a conſequence, beſides thoſe I have al- 
ready mentioned, which ſeems very naturally deduci- 
ble Fromm! the foregoing conſiderations. If the ſcale of 
being riſes by ſuch a regular progreſs, ſo high as man, 
we may by a parity of reaſon ſuppoſe that it ſtill pro- 
<ceeds gradually through thoſe beings which are of a 
ſuperior nature to him; fince there is an infinitely 
2-rpog ſpace and room for different degrees of per- 
ction between the Supreme Being and man, 'than 
EY between 
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between man. and the moſt deſpicable inſet. The 
conſequence of ſo great a variety of beings which are 


| ſuperior to. us, from that variety which 1s inferior to 


us, is made by Mr. Locke, in a paſſage which I ſhall 
here ſet down, after Rayng premiſed, that notwith- 

ſtanding there is ſuch infinite room between man 
and his Maker for the creative power to exert itſelf 
in, it is impoſflible that it ſhould ever be filled up, 
ſince there will be {ill an infinite gap or diſtance 
between the higheſt created being, and the power 


which produced him. 


THAT there ſhould be more ſpecies of intelligent crea- 
tures above us, than there are of ſenſible and material be- 
low us, is probable to me from hence ; that in all the 
viſible corporeal world, we ſe no chaſms, or no gaps, 

i quite down from us, the deſcent 1s by eaſy ſteps, 
and a continued ſeries of things, that in each remove differ 
very little one from the other. Their are fiſhes that 
have wings, and are not ſtrangers to the airy region : 
and there are ſome birds, that. are inhabitants of the 
water ; whoſe blood ts cold as fiſhes, and their fleſh /5 
like in taſte, that the ſcrupulous are allowed them on fiſh 
days. There are animals ſo near of kin both to birds and 
beaſts, that they are in the middle between both ; am- 
phibious animals link the cars and aquatic together : 
ſeals live at land and at ſea, and porpoiſes have the 
warm blood and entrails of a hog ; not to mentian what 
1s confidently reported of mermaids or Jea men. There 
are ſome brutes, that ſeem to have as much knowledge and 
reaſon, x/ any that are called men ; and the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms are ſo nearly joined, that if you will 
take the loweſt of one, and the Linkef -4 the other, there 
will ſcarce be perceived any great difference between 
them : and ſo on *till we come to the loweſt and the moſt 
norganical parts of matter, ave ſhall find every where 
that the ſeveral ſpecies are linked together, and differ 
but in almoſt inſenſuble degrees. And when we conſider 
the infinite power and wiſdom of the Maker, we have 
reaſon to think that it is ſuitable te the magnificent harmony 
of the univerſe, and the great deſign and infinite goodneſs 
ef the Archite#?, that the ſpecies tire ſhould alſo, by 


gentle degrees, aſcend upward from us toward his infinite 


_ perfettion, 
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Perfection, as we fee they gradually deſcend from us down= 
Lan ar which if 4 be probable, we have OA then to be 
perſuaded, that there are far mare ſpecies of creatures a- 
bove us, than there are beneath ; we being in degrees of 
perfeftion much more remote from the infinite Being of 
God, than we are from the loweſt ſlate of being, and that 
which \ ade neare/t ta nothing. And yet of all thaſe 
diftinft ſpecies, ve have no clear diftintt ideas. 
In this ſyſtem of being, there is no creature {6 won- 
derful in its nature, and which ſo much deſerves our 
articular attention, as man, who fills up the middle 
Fg between the animal and intellectual nature, the 
viſtble and inviſible world, and is that link in the chain 
of beings which has been often termed the Nexus utr:- 
w/que mundi. So that he who in one reſpect is aſſo- 
ciated with angels and arch-angels, may look upon 
2 Being of inhnite perfection as his father, and the 
_ higheſt order of ſpirits as his brethren ; may in an- 
_ other reſpect ſay to corruptzon, thou art my father, and 
fo the worm, thou art my mother and my "fr. 
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Providence proved from Animal i af net. 

[Sp 

| ] MusT confeſs I am infinitely delighted with thoſe 


ſpeculations of nature which are to be made in 


a country-life; and as my reading has very much 
lain among books of natural hiſtory, I cannot for- 
bear recollec&ting, upon this occaſion, the ſeveral re- 
marks which I have met with in authors, and com- 
paring them with what falls under my own obſerva- 
tion; the arguments for providence drawn from the 
natural hiſtory of animals being, in my opinion, de- 

monſtrative. | 
THE make of every kind of animal is different from 
that of every other kind ; and yet there is not the leait 
turn in the muſcles or twiſt in the fibres of any one, 
which does not render them more proper for that £50 
: ticular 
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ticular animal's way of life than any other caſt or tex- 
ture of them would have been. b. 

THe moſt violent appetites in all creatures are /u/? 
and hunger : the firſt is a ay} + yah call upon them to 
0p their kind ; the latter to preſerve them- 
ſelves. | ws 

IT is aſtoniſhing to conſider the different degrees 
of care that deſcend from the parent to. the young, ſo 
far as is abſolutely neceſlary for the leaving a poſte- 
rity. Some creatures caſt their eggs as chance directs 
them, and think of them no farther, as inſets and ſe- 
veral kinds of iſh; others, of a nicer frame, find out 
proper beds to depolite them in, and there leave them; 
as the ſerpent, the crocodile, and oftrich ; others hatch 
their eggs and tend the birth, *till it is able to ſhift for 
itſelf. 

WHAT. can we call the principle which dire&ts 
every different kind of bird to obſerve a particular plan 
in the ſtructure of its neſt, and direct all of the ſame 
ſpecies 'to work after the ſame model ? It cannot be 
zmitation; for tho*' you hatch a crow under a hen, and 
never let it ſee any of the works of its own kind, the 
neſt it makes ſhall be the ſame, to the laying of a 
ſtick, with all the other neſts of the ſame ſpecies. It 
cannot be reaſon; for were animals indued with it to 
as great a degree as man, their buildings would be as 
difterent .as ours, accarding to the "5 ets convenit- 
encies that they would propole'to themſelyes. 

Is it not remarkable, that the fame temper of wea- 
ther, which raiſes this general warmth in animals, 
{ſhould cover the trees with leaves, and the felds with 
graſs, for their ſecurity and concealment, and produce 
ſuch infinite ſwarms of infe&s for the ſupport and 
ſuſtenance of their reſpective broods ? 

Is it not wonderful, that the love of the parent 
ſhould be ſo violent while it laſts, and that it ſhould 
laſt no longer than is neceſfary for the preſervation of 
the young ! Ws” 

THz violence of this natural love is exemplified by 
a very. barbarous experiment; which I ſhall quote at 


l-ngth, as I find it in an excellent author, and hope 


my readers will pardon the mentioning ſuch an in- 
C {tance 
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Hance of cruelty, becauſe there is nothing can ſo effec- 
tually ſhew the ſtrength of that priaciple in animals 
of which I am here ſpeaking. ** A perſon, who was 
« well ſkilled in difſetions, opened a bitch, and, as 
<« ſhe lay in the moſt exquiſite tortures, offered her 
£ one of her young puppies, which ſhe immediately 
«< fell a licking; and for. the time ſeemed infenſible 
« of her own pain: on the removal, ſhe kept her eye 
© fixed onat, and began a wailing ſoit of acry, which 
. © ſeemed rather to proceed from the loſs of her young 
£< one, than the ſenſe of her own torments.” 
- BuT notwithſtanding this natural love in brutes is 
much more violent and intenſe than in-rational crea- 
_ tures, providence has taken care that it ſhould be no 
longer troubleſome to the parent than it is uſeful / to 
the young; for ſo ſoon as the wants of the latter ceaſe, 
the- mother withdraws her fondneſs, and leaves them 
to provide for themſelves : and what is a very remark- 
able circumſtance in this part of inſtin, we find that 
the love of the parent may be lengthened out beyond 
its uſual time, if the preſervation of .the ſnecies re- 
uires it; as we may ſee in birds that drive. away 
their young, as foon as they are able to get their live- 
lihood, but continue to feed them if they: are tied to 
the neſt, or confined within a cage, or by any other 
means appear to be out of a condition. of ſupplying 
their own neceſhtics, bj 08:53 , 
Twrrs natural love is not obſerved in animals to aſ- 
cend from the young to the parent, which is not at all 
neceflary for the continuance of the: ſpecies: nor in- 
_ decd in reaſonable creatures does it riſe- in any pro- 
portion, as it ſpreads itſelf downwards; for in all fa- 
mily affection, we hind proteftion granted, and fa- 
vours beſtowed, are greater motives to love and ten- 
derneſs,. than ſafety, benefits, or life received. 
ONE would wonder to hear ſceptical men diſputing 
for the reaſon of animals, and telling us t is only our 
pride and prejudices that will not allow them tie uſe 
of that faculty. 


REeason ſhews itſelf in all occurrences of life ; *' 


whereas the brute makes no diſcovery of ſuch a talent, 
but in what immediately regards his own preſervation, 
A - 
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or the continuance of his ſpecies. Animals in their 
generation are wiſer than the ſons of men ; but their 
wiſdom is confined to a few particulars, and lyes ina 
very narrow compaſs. 'Take a brute out of his in- 
{ſtin&, and you find him wholly deprived of under- 
1 {tanding. To uſe an inftance that cames often under 
I obſervation. | | 

W1TH what caution does the hen provide herſelf a 

'neſt in places unfrequented, and free: from noiſe and. 
diſturbance? When ſhe has laid her eggs in ſuch a 
manner that ſhe can cover them, what care does ſhe 
take in turning them whos ve ppt that all parts may 
= partake of the.vital warmth? When ſhe leaves them, 
to provide for her neceſfary ſuſtenance, how punc- 
tually does ſhe return before they have time to cool, 
and become incapable of producing an animal ? In 
the ſummer you fee her givivg herielf greater free- 
doms, and quitting her care for above two hours to- 
-vether ; but in winter, when the rigour of the ſea- 
on would chill the principles of life, and deſtroy the 
young one, 'ſhe grows more aſliduous in her atten- 
dance, and ſtays away but half the time. When the 

birth approaches, with how much * nicety and atten- 
tion does ſhe help the chick to break its priſon ? Not 

' to take notice of her covering it from the injuries of _ 
the weather, providing it proper nouriſhment, and 
teaching it to help itſelf; nor to mention her forfak- 
ing the neſt, if after the uſual time of 'reckoning the 
young one does not make its appearance. A .chy- 
mical operation could not be followcd with greater 

art or diligence, than is ſeen in the hatching of a 

chick ; tho' there are many other birds that ſhew an 

infinitely greater ſagacity in all the forementioned 
particulars. | 4 $8, 

_ Bur atthe ſame time the hen, that has allthis ſeem - 
Ing ingenuity (which is indeed abſolutely neceſlary 
for the propagation of the ſpecies) conſidered in other 
reipects, is without the leaſt glimmerings of thought 
or common ſenſe. She miſtakes a piece of chalk for 
an egg, and fits upon it in the ſame manner : ſhe is 
inſen{ible of any increaſe or diminution in the num- 
derof thoſe ſhe lays : ſhe _ not diſtinguiſh Oren 

| - * NCT 
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her own and thoſe of another ſpecies; and when the 

birth appears of never ſo different a bird, will cheriſh 

it for her own. In all theſe circumſtances, which do 

not carry an immediate regard to the ſubſiſtence of 
herſelf or her ſpecies, ſhe 1s a very idiot. 

— THERE is not, in my opinion, any thing more my- 

fterious in nature than this inſtin& in animals, which 

\thus riſes above reaſon, and falls infinitely ſhort of it. 

- Tt cannot be accounted for by any properties in mat- 
ter, and at the ſame time works after ſo odd a man- 

ner, that one cannot think it the faculty of an intel- 
leQtual being. For my own part, I look upon it as upon 
'the principle of gravitation in bodies, which is not to 
be explained by any known qualities inherent in the 
bodies themſelves, nor from any laws of mechaniſm, 
but, according to the beſt notions of the greateſt phi- 
loſophers, is an immediate impreflion from the firſt 
mover, and the divine energy acting in the creatures. 
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The Atheiſt inexcuſable in endeavouring to make Converts. 
| [Spect. N® 186. ] 


>. BELIEVER may be excuſed by the moſt har- 
A © dened atheiſt for endeavouring to make him 
a convert, becauſe he does it with an eye to both 
their intereſts. The atheiſt is inexcuſable who 
tries to gain over a believer, becauſe he does not 
ropoſe the doing himſelf or the believer any good 
y ſuch a converhon. MY . 
© THe proſpect of a future ſtate is the ſecret com- 
fort and refreſhment of my foul ; it is that which 
makes nature look gay about me ; it doubles all my 
leaſures, and ſupports me under all my afflictions. 
{445 look at diſappointments and misfortunes, pain 
and ſickneſs, death itſelf, and what is. worſe than 
death, the loſs of thoſe who are deareſt to me, with 
indifference, ſo long as I keep in view the pleaſures 
of eternity, and the ſtate of being in which there 
will be no fears nor apprehenſions, pains nor for- 
rows,-ſickneſs nor ſeparation. Why will any man 
< be ſo impertinently oficious as to tell me all this is 
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_ only fancy and deluſion ? Is there any merit in be- 


ing the meſſenger of ill news? if it is a dream, let, 
me enjoy it, fince it makes me both the happier and 
better man. , 
< I 1usT confeſs T do not know how to truſt a 


man who belicves neither heaven nor hell, or, in 


other words, a future ſtate of rewards and pumſh- 
ments. Not only natural ſelif-love, but reaſon di- 
res us to promote our own intereſt above all things. , 
It can never be for the intereſt of a believer to do. 


me a miſchief, becauſe he is fure, upon the balance. 


of accounts, to find himſelf a loſer by it. On the 
contrary, if he conſiders his own welfare in his be- 


| haviour towards me, it will lead him to do me all 


the good he can, and at the ſame time reſtrain him 
from doing me any injury. An unbeliever does not 
act like a reaſonable creature, if he favours me con- 
trary to his preſent intereft, or dots not diſtreſs me 
when it turns- to his preſent advantage. Honour _ 
and good-nature may indeed tie up his hands ; 
but as theſe would be very much ſtrengthened by 
reaſon. and principle, ſo without them they are only 
inſtin&s, or, wavering unſettled notions, which reit 


on no foundation. 


© INFIDELITY has been attacked with fo good fuc-. 
ceſs of late years, that it is driven ouc of all its out- 
works. The atheiſt has not found his poſt tenable, . 


_ and 15 therefore retir<4 into deiſm, and a diſbelief of, 


revealed religion only. But the truth of it is, the, 
greateſt number of this ſet of men, are thoſe who, 
tor want of a virtuous education, or examining the 


. grounds of religion, know fo very little of the mat- - 
'ter in. queſtion, that their infidelity 1s but ano:her 
. term for their ignorance, _ | 

*© As folly and inconfiderateneſs are the foundations. 


of infidelity, the great pillars and {upports -f it are 
either a vanity of appearing wiſer than the reſt of 
mankind, or an oftentation cf courage in deſfpiling 
the terrors. of another world, which. have fo great an. 
influence on what they call weaker mins ; 'or an - 


averſion to a belief that muſt cut them o!} from PLUnY 
of thoſe pleaſures they propoſe to themicives, and 
| C 3 * fil 
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< fill them with remorſe for many of thoſe they have 
© already taſted. 
© THE great received articles of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion have been ſo clearly proved, from the autho- 
rity of that divine revelation 1n- which they are de- 
hvered, that it is impoſſible for thoſe who bave ears 
to hear, and eyes to ſee, not to be convinced of 
them. But were it poſſible for any thing in the 
\Chrifttian faith to be erroneous, I can find no ill con- 
ſequences in adhering to it. The great points of 
the incarnation and ſufferings of our Saviour, pro- 
duce/naturally ſuch habits of virtue in the mind of 
- man, that, I ſay, ſuppoſing it were poſſible for us to 
be miſtaken in them, the. inhdel himſelf muſt at 
leaſt allow that no other ſyſtem of religion could fo 
effeQually contribute to the heightning of morality. 
© "They give us great ideas of the dignity of human 
: nature, and of the loye which the ſupreme Being 
bears to: his creatures, and conſequently  engage- us 
_ in the higheſt acts of duty towards our Creator, our 
.neighbour, and ourſelves. How many noble argu- 
ments has St, Paul raiſed from the chief articles of 
.our religion, for the advancing of morality in its 
three great branches ? To give a ſingle example in 
each kind : what can be a ſtronger motive to a firm 
truſt and reliance on the mercies of our Maker, than 
the giving us his Son to ſuffer for us? What can 
make us love and eſteem even the moſt inconfide- 
rable of mankind, more than the thought that 
Chriſt died for kim? Or what diſpoſe us to ſet a 
ftriter guard upon the purity of our own hearts, 
than our being members of Chriſt, and a part of the 
ſociety of which that immaculate perſon is the head? 
But theſe are only a ſpecimen of thoſe admirable 
enforcements of morality, which the apoſtle has 
drawn from the hiſtory of our bleſſed Saviour. 
© IF our modern infidels conſidered theſe matters 
© with that candour and ſeriouſneſs which they de- 
< ſerve, we ſhould not ſee them ac with ſuch a ſpirit 
5 of bitterneſs, arrogance, and malice; they would 
© not be raiſing ſuch inſignificant cavils, doubts, and 
< ſcruples, as may be ſtarted againſt every thing that 
<” | iS 
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'4 is not capable of mathematical demonſtration ; in 
order to unſettle the minds of the ignorant, diſturb ' 
the public peace, ſubvert'morality, and throw all 
things into confuſion and diforder. If none of theſe 
reflexions'can have any influence on them, there 1s 
one that perhaps may, becaulſe- it is adapted to their 
vanity, - by which they- ſeem to be guided much ' 
more than by their reaſon. I would therefore have 
them conſider, that-the wiſeſt and bit of men, in” 
all ages of the world, have been thoſe who hved up 
'to the religion of their country, when they ſaw no-' 
thing in It oppoſite to morality, and to the beſt” 
lights they had of- the divine nature. Pythagoras's 
firft rule 'direts us'to worſhip the gods as 1t 1s or-" 
- dained by law, for that is the moſt natural interpre-" 
tation of the precept. Socrates, whowas the moſt 
Urenowned- among the heathens both for. wiſdom 
and virtue, in his laſt moments deſires his friends 
to offer a cock to Mſrulapius; doubtleſs out of a ſub- 
- miffive deference to 'the eſtabliſhed-worſhip of his 
- country! Xenophen tells us, that his Prinee-(whom 
he" ſets forth” as a pattern' of perfeftion) when he' 
© Found *hisYeath apptroaching, offered ſacrifices on 
- the mountains to-the Ty Pen and the Sun, 
according to the tuftom of the Perſians; for theſe are 
the words of the hiſtorian. Nay, the Epricareans 
and atomical philoſophers ſhewed a very remark- 
able modeſty in this particular ; for though the be-" 
' ing of a God was entirely repugnant to their ſchemes 
' of natural-'/philoſophy, they contented themſelves 
with the denial” of a Providence; afferting, at the 
ſame'time, the exiſtence of gods in general; becauſe 
they would not ſhock the' common belief of man- 
© kind, and the religion of their country.* | | 
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| On CHrAR FULNESS, [SpeR. N® 381.] 
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I Have always preferred chearfulneſs to mirth. The 
_ latter, T conſider as an act; the former as a habit of 

he mind. Mirth is ſhort and tranſient, chearfulnefs 
Bk” C4 fixed 
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fixed. and. permanent, Thoſe are often' raiſed- into 
the greateit tranſports of mirth, who are ſubject to the 
greateſt depreſſions of melancholy : on the contrary, - 
cheartulneis, though it does not give the mind ſuch. 
an exquiſite gladneſs, prevents us. from- falling into 
any depths of ſorrow. | Misth is like a flaſh of: 1igh&- 
ning that breaks. through a gloom of clouds, and glit-- 
ters for a moment.; chearfulneſs keeps.up. a-kind of ' 


Cay-light in the mind, and fills-it with a ſteady and” 


perpetual ſerenity. . 
Men of auſtere principles look upon mirth as too 

wanton and diilolute for a ſtate of probation, and as” 

filled with. a certain triumph and mfolence of heart” 


| that is inconfiſtent with a life which is every moment* ' 


obnoxious ' to. the greateſt dangers, Writers of. this? 
complexion haye obſerved, that:the ſacred-perſon who? 
was the great pattern of perfection, was never ſeen to” 

. , mY 


laugh. . i 5; > ND Ke 
 CHEARFULNESS, of mind; is not- liable to-any-of* 


theſe exceptions; it. js'of'a ſerious and-campoſed na-' 


ture; it does notthrow the mind-uite-a condition;im-? 


proper. for! the preſent; ſtate of PuPanitonang: is very* 
conſpicuous. in the characters of, thoſe:who-are looked? 
vpon as the greateſt philoſophers amang. the heathens,” 
as well as: among thoſe who. have been defervedly* 
e{teemed as ſaints and holy men among Chriſtians. 
Is we conſider chearfulneſs in three lights, with- 
regard to. ourfelves, to thoſe we converſe with, and; to- 


the great Author of our, being, it: wil not a little re-- 
commend itſelf on each-of theſe[accounts., Ihe man* 


who is polleſſed of this excellent frame of 'mind, is not- 
only eaſy in his thoughts, but a perfe&+ maſter of all 
the powers and faculties of the foul : his imagination 


is always clear, and his judgment undifturbed': his” 
temper is even and unruffled, whether in action or fo- 


litude. He comes with a' relifh to! all” thofe goods 


which nature has provided for him, taſtes all the plea- 
jures,of the creationwhich are poured; about.him, and 


does not feel the.full weight of thoſe accidental evils 
which may befal him. * *- © # 


IF we conſider him in relation to the perſons whom. 


he converſes with, it naturally produces love/and poor 
Wi 


4A A , = wy pw Wand % © * 


a2 45 wo noir loc a ines i as 


mw fol. A t© wa a a _ ll” 


me nt A, FS nos ooeth pr 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 33 
will towards him. A chearful mind is not only dif- 
poſed to be affable and obliging, but raiſes the ſame 
good humour in thoſe who come within its influence.. 
A man finds himſelf pleaſed, he does not know, why, 
with the chearfulneſs of his companion: it is Jike a 
ſudden ſun-ſhine that awakens a ſecret delight in; the 
mind, without her attending to it. 'The heart rejoices. 
of its own accord, and naturally flows out into friend- 
ſhip and benevolence towards the perſon who has ſo 
kindly an eftect upon it. | 

Wren I conſider this chearful ſtate of mind in its: 
third relation, I cannot but look upon it as a conſtant 
habitual gratitude to the great Author of nature. An 
inward chearfulneſs is an implicit praiſe and thank(- 
giving to Providence under all its difpenſations. It is 
a kind of acquieſcence in the ſtate wherein we are: 
placed, and a ſecret approbation of the divine will in: 
his condutt towards man. | OS 
THERE are but two things, which, in my opinion,. 
can reaſonably deprive us of this chearfulneſs of heart. 
Hf 'The firſt of,, theſe is the ſenſe of guilt. A man who: 
* lives in a ſtate of vice and impenitence, can have no 
tile to that evenneſs and tranquillity of mind which: 
1s the health, of the ſoul, and the natural effect of vir-- 
2 tue and innocence. Chearfulneſs in an ill man de- 
I terves a harder name than language can furniſh us 

with, and is many degrees beyond what we commonly: 
call folly or madneſs. _ _. | | 
ATHEISM, by which I mean a diſbelief of a Su-- 
preme Being, and conſequently of a future ſtate, un-: 
der whatſoever title it ſhelters itſelf, may likewiſe very 
_ reaſonably deprive a man of this chearfulneſs of tem- 
per. There is ſomething ſo particularly gloomy and 
offenſive to. human. nature in the proſpeEt of non-- 
exiſtence, that I cannot but wonder, with many excel- 
; lent writers, how it is poſſible for a man to: outlive: 
/F the expectation of it, For my own part, | think the 
being of a God is ſo little to be doubted, that it is al- 
molt the only truth we are ſure of, and ſuch a truth: 
as we meet with in every object, in every occurrence,. 
and in every thought. If we look into the charaRers 
of this tribe of infdels, we generally find. they are: 
Fro SG made: 
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made up of pride, ſpleen, and cavil: it is' indeed ns 

| wonder, that men, 'who are uneaſy to themſelves, 
gala 


auld be ſo to the reſt of the world; and how is it 


» 


poll le for aman to be otherwiſe than uneafy in hinm- 
elf, who is in danger every moment of lofing his intire 
exiſtence, and dropping into 224-4 5. wk od 
THE vicious man and Atheiſt have therefore no _ 
tence to chearfulnefſs, and would aft very unreaſonably, 
ſhould they endeavour after it. It is impoſſible for any 
ne, to. live ig. good .humour, and enjoy his prefent 
exiſtence, who 1s apprehenſive either of torment or of 
anmhilation; of being miſerable, or of not being at all. 
- AFTER having mentioned theſe two great princi- 
- ples, which are deſtruive of chearfulneſs in ' their 
own: nature, as well as in right reafon, I cannot think 
of any other that ought to baniſh this happy temper 
from a virtuous mind. Pain and ficknefs, ſhame and 


reproach, poyerty and old age, nay death itſelf, con- 
ſidering the 


the ſhortneſs of therr duration, andthe ad- 
vantage we may reap from, them, do'not deſferve'the 
name of evils.' A good mind may bear up under them 
wit fortitude, with indolence, and with chearfulneſs 
of heart. The toffing of a tempeſt does not difcompoſe 
him, whick he is fure will bring him to a joyful harbour. 
A MAN, who uſes his beſt endeavours to hve ac- 


cording'to- the dictates of virtue and right-reafon, has | 


two perpetual ſources of chearfulneſs,”in the confide- 
ration of his own. nature, and of that Being on whom 
| he has a dependence. If- he looks into himfelf, he 
cannot but rejoice in that exiſtence, which is fo lately 
beſtowed upon him, and which, after millions of ages, 
will be {fill new, and ſtill in its beginning. How many 


felf congratulations naturally arife in the mind, when - 


it reflects on this its entrance into eternity, ' when-ft 
takes a view of thoſe improveable faculties, which in 
a few years, and even at its firſt ſettmg out, have made 
fo conitderable a progrefs, and which will be ſtill re- 
celving an es 


being ſpreads a perpetual diffuſion of joy through the 


ſoul of a virtuous man, and makes him Iook upon him». 


ſelf every moment as more happythan he knows how 
to conceive. | Tae 


CELLIEG © of perfection, and conſequently an 
increafe of happineſs ? "The confctouſneſs of fuch a. 
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Tax ſecond ſource of chearfulneſs to a good mind, 
is,. its-confideration of that Being on whom we have 
our dependence, and. in whom, though we behold 
him as. yet but in the firſt faint diſcoveries of his per-_ 
feions,. we ſee. every thing that we can imagine as 

- great, glorious, or amiable. We find ourſelves every 
where upheld by his goodneſs, and ſurrounded wi.h 
an immenſity of love and mercy. In ſhort, we de- 
pend upon.a Being, whoſe power qualifies him to 
make us happy by an infinity of means, whoſe good- 
neſs.and truth engage him to make thoſe happy whoa 
delire it of him, and whoſe unchangeablenelſs wilt 
ſecure us in this happineſs to all eternity. 

. SUcH conſiderations, which eyery one ſhould per- 
petually cheriſh in his thoughts, will baniſh from us 
all. that ſecret heavineſs of heart which unthinking 
men are ſubject to when they lie under no real aMlic- 
tion, all that anguiſh which we may feel from any 

_ evil that-actually opprefles. us, to which I may like- 
 wiſe.add thoſe little cracklings of mirth and folly, that 
are apter to betray virtue than ſupportit ; and eſbabliſh 
3n us.fuch an even. and chearful temper, . as makes us. 
pleaſing :to ourſelves, to thoſe with whom we con- 
verſs, and to him. whom we are made to pleaſe. | 


x” On the Advantages of a chearful Temper. _ 
" " UOS MEDELT A {SpeR. N? 387. 


(LAATVIRL29 is, in the fuſt place, the beſt. 
promoter of health. | Repinings and ſecret mur- 
murs of heart -give imperceptible ſtrokes to thoſe de- 
licate-bres of which the vital parts are compoſed, and 
wear out the machine inſlenſibly ; not to mention thoſe 
violent ferments which they ſtir up in the blood, and. 
thofe irregular diſturbed motions, which they raiſe in 
the animal ſpirits. I ſcarce remember, in my own ob-. 
ſervation, to have met with many old men, or with. 
iuch, who. (to uſe our yo phraſe) wearzvell, L 4 
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had not at leaff a certain indolence in their humour, 


ifnota more than ordinary gaiety and.chearfulneſs of 


heart. The truth of it is, health and: chearfulnets 


mutually beget each other; with this difference, that_ 


we feldom meet-/with a great degree of health. which 
is not attended with a certain chearfulneſs, but very 


often ſee chearfulneſs where there is no great degree 
of health. | 


'CHEARFULNESS bears the ſame friendly. regard to. 


the mind as to the body : it baniſhes all anxious care 
and diſcontent, fooths and compoſes the paſſions, and 
keeps, the ſoul in a perpetual calm. But, having als 
rely touched on this laſt conſtderation, I ſhall here 
take notice, that the world, in which we are placed, 
is filled with innumerable objects that are proper to 
raiſe and keep alive this happy temper of mind. . 
Ir we:confider the world in its ſubſerviency to man, 
one would think" it was made for our uſe; but if we 
conſider it in its natural beauty and harmony, one 
would be apt to conclude it was made for our pleaſure. 


'The ſun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, 
and produces all the neceſfaries of life, has a particu- . 


lar influence in chearing the mind of man, and making 
the heart glad. EF 23E ads 
T'mose ſeveral living creatures which are made for 


-oun-ſervice or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time eigher flt. 


| the woods with their muſic, furniſh us with game, or 
raiſe pleaſing ideas in us by the delightfulneſs of their 
appearance. Fountains, lakes, and rivers, are ag re- 


- which they paſs. ” 

THERE are writers of creat diſtinction, who have 
made it an argument fot Providence: that the whole 
earth is covered with green, rather than with any other 
colour, as being ſuch a right mixture ofl:ght and ſhade, 


weakningorgrievingit. For this reaſon, feveral painters 
have a green cloth hanging near them, to eaſe the.eye 
upon, after too great an application to their colouring. 
A famous mcodern philoſopher accounts for it in the 
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freſhing to the imagination, as to the foil through 


that it comforts and ſtrengthens the eye inſtead of 


following manner: all colours that are more luminous, 
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averpower and diſfipate the animal ſpirits which are 
employed in fight : ,on. the contrary, thoſe that are 

more obſcure do not give the animal ſpirits a ſuſicient 
_ exerciſe; whereas, the rays that produce in us the 
idea of green, fall upon the eye in ſuch a due-pro- 
portion, that they give the animal ſpirits their proper 
play, and, by keepin up the ſtruggle in a juſt ba- 
lance, excite a very pleaſing and agreeable ſenſation. 
Let the cauſe be what it will, the effect is certain ; 
for which reaſon, the poets aſcribe. to this particular 
colour the epithet of chearful. _ aa 3. 
_ To conſider further this double, cad in the works 
of nature, and how they arCs Ate ſame time, both . 
uſeful and entertaining, we find that the moſt impor- 
tant parts in the vegetable world are thoſe which are 
the moſt beautiful. Theſe are the ſeeds by which the: 
ſeveral races of plants are propagated and continued,. 
and which. are always lodged in flowers or bloſſoms. 
Nature ſeems to hide her principal deſign, and to be in- 
duſtrious in making the earth gay and delightful, while 
ſhe is carrying on her great work, and intentupon hee 
own preſervation. 'The huſbandman, after the ſame 
manner, is employed in laying out the whole country: 
into a kind of garden or landſkip, and making every 
thing ſmile about him, whilſt, in reality, he thinks 
of nothing but'of the harveſt, and increaſe which is 
to ariſe from it, 4 "4 FRI 
WE may further obſerve how Providence has taken 
care to keep up this chearfulneſs in the mind of man, 
by having formed it after ſuch a manner, as to. make it 
capable of conceiving deiight from ſeveral objects. 
which ſeem to have very little uſe in them ; as from the 
wildneſs of rocks and deſerts, and the like groteſque 
parts-of nature. Thoſe who are verſed in philoſophy 
may ſtill carry this conſideration higher by obſerving, 
that, if matter had appeared to us endowed only with 
thoſe real qualities which it actually poſſeſles, it would 
have ip Þ, wan a very joylel(s and uncomfortable figure ; 
and why has Providence given it a power of prod ucing 
In us ſuch imaginary qualities, as taſtes and colours, 
ſounds and ſmells, heat and cold, but that man, while 
ae is converſant in the lower {tations of nature, might 


k. have 
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_ and an uninterrupted happineſs. 


_ conſider the world in its moſt agreeab 
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have his mind cheared and delighted with agreeable 


fenſations ?: In ſhort, the whole univerſe is a kind of 
theatre fled with objects that either raiſe in us plea- 
ſure, amuſement;-or admiration. : - MAT SITES 
Fre reader's own thoughts will ſuggeſt to him the 
vicifitude 'of ' day. and night, the change of ſeaſons, 
with-al} that variety: of ſcenes which-diverſify the face 
of | nature, and fil} the' mind with a perpetual ſuccef- 
fion'of beautiful-and pleaſing images. = 
--4 ſhallmot here mention the ſeveral entertainments 
of art, with the pleaſures of friendſhip, books, con- 
verſation, and other accidental diverſions of life, be- 
cauſe [ would only take notice of fuch incitements to 
a chearful r; as offer themſelves to perſons of all 
ranks and conditions, and which may ſufficiently ſhew 
us, that Providence did not deſign this world ſhould be 
tiled with-murmurs -and'repinings, or-that the heart 
of man ſhould be involved in gloom and melancholy. 
-1 the more inculcate this chearfulneſs of temper, as 
it Is a virtue in which our countrymen are obſerved to 
more dehcient than any other nation. Melancholy 
is a kind of demon that haunts our iſland, and often 
—_ herfelfto us in an eafterly wind. A celebrated 
French novelift, in oppoſition to thoſe who begin their 


- 


romances with a flowery ſeaſon of the'year;ienters or 


his tory thus : In the gloomy month of November, wvher 
the people of England bang and drown themſelves,” a'dife 
confolate lover walked ot into the fields, &e. oO 
- EvEeRyY one ought to fence againſt the -temper of 
his climate or confitution. and frequently to 'mdulge 
in himſelf thoſe conſiderations which may give him a 
ferenity of mind, and enable him to bear upchearfully 
againſt thoſe little evils and misfortunes which are 
common 'to human nature,” and which, by a right 
improvement of them, will produce a ſatiety of joy, 
AT the fame time that 1 Dn TON my reader to 

e lights, F muſt 
own there are many evils which naturally ſpring up 
amidſt the entertainments that are provided for us 
but theſe, if rightly conſidered, ſhould be far from. 
overcaſting the mind with ſorrow, or deſtroying that”. 
co 9 cheartulneſs 
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chearfulneſs of temper which I have been recommend- 
ing. This interſperſion of evil with good, -and pain 
with pleaſure, in the works of nature, is very truly - 
aſcribed by Mr. Locke in his Eſlay on Human Under- 
ſtanding, to a moral reaſon, in the following words : 

'BEYOND all this, we may find anther reaſon 
why God hath ſcattered 'up and dawn ſeveral degrees: of ' 
pleaſure and pain, in all the things that environ and 
affe&t us, and blended them together, in almo/t all that:our 
theughts and ſenſes have to do with ; that we finding 1m- 
perfettion, difſatisfattion, and want of compleat happmeſs 
1n all the enjoyments which the creatures can afford \us, 
might be led to ſeek it in the enjoyment of -: brm, with 
whom there is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right hand 
are pleaſures for evermore. | OE 
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On. Cruelty to Brutes, with an Elegy on a Black-bird. 
| EI rs (Advent. N* 37.] 


T HovGn it be generally allowed, that to con- 
-K& municate happineſs is the characteriftic of vir- 
tue, yet this happinefs is ſeldom conſidered as extend- 
ing beyond our own fpecies.; and no man is thought 
to become vicious, by. ſacrificing the life of an animal 
to the pleaſure of hitting a mark. It is, however, cer- 
tain, that by this at. more happineſs is deſtroyed than * 
proviuoed ; except it be ſuppoſed, that happineſs ſhould 
de eſtimated, not in proportion to its degree only, but 
to the rank of. the being by whom it is enjoyed : but 
this is a ſuppoſition, which perhaps cannat eafily be 
ſupported. REAsoN, from which alone man deriyes 
| his ſuperiority, ſhould, in the preſent queſtion, be con- 
ſidered only as SENSIBILITY : a blow produces more 
pain to a man, than to a brute; becauſe to a man it 
is aggravated by a ſenſe of indignity, and. is fek as 
often as it is remembered ; in the- brute it produces 
enly corporal pain, which in a ſhort time ceaſes for 
ever. But it may be juſtly aſſerted, that the fame 
degree of pain in both ſubjects, is in the ſame degree 
a1! 
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an evil; and that it cannot he wantonly inflicted, 
without equal violation of right. Neither does it 
follow from the contrary poſitions, that man ſhould. 
abſtain from animal food ; for by him that kills mere- 
ly to ,cat, life is ſacrificed only to life; and if man 
had live&upon fruits and herbs, the greater part of 
thoſe animals which die to furniſh his table, would 
never have lived ; inſtead of increaſing the breed as a 


pledge of plenty, he would have been compelled to 
deltroy them to prevent a famine, 


_ "TH=RE is great difference between killing for food, 
and for-ſport. To take pleaſure in that by Which pain 
is inflicted, if it is not vicious, is. dangerous; and every 
practice which, if not criminalin itfelf, yet wears out 
the ſympathizing ſenſibility of a tender mind, muſt 
render human nature proportionab!y leſs fit for ſociety. 
In my purſuit of. this train of thought, I conſidered 
the inequality with which happinefs appears to be dif- 
tiibuted amang the brute creation, as different animals 
are in a different desree- expoſed to the capricious 
cruelty of mankind ;- and in the fervor of my imagi- 
ration, I began to think it poſſible that they might 
participate in a future retribution ; eſpecially, as mere 
matter and motion approach no nearer to ſenſibility, 
thin to thought : and he, who wilt not venture to 


deny that 'brutes have ſenfibility, ſhould not haſtily 
1 x; ſi that they have only a material exiſtence; 


hile my mind was. thus bukied, the evening. ſtole 
imperceptibly away ; and at length morning ſucceeded 
to midnight : my attention was remitted by degrees, 
and I fel} aſleep in my chair. 
- THovuGH the labours of memory and judgment 
were now at an end, yet fancy was {ti]] buſy :| by this 
roving wanton I was conducted. through a dark ave- 
nue, which, after many windings, terminated in a 
oa which ſhe told me was the elyfium of birds and 


eaſts, Here I beheld a great variety of animals, 


whom I perceived to be endowed with reaſon and 
ſpeech : this prodigy, however, did not raiſe aftoniſh= 
ment, but curioſity. I was impatient to learn, what 


| were the topics of diſcourle in fuch an affembly ; and 
hoped to gain a valuable addition to my nas upon 
g $ I 
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human. life. For this purpoſe I approached a Horss, 
and'an Ass, who ſeemed to be, enga in ſerious. 
converſation ; but_ I approached with great caution 
and humility: for I now conſidered them as in a ftate 
ſuperior to mortality ;, and I feared to incur the con- 
tempt and indignation, which naturally riſe at the 
ſight of a tyrant who is diveſted of his power. My 
caution was, however, unneceflary, for they ſeemed 
wholly to diſregard me z and by degrees I came near 
enough to overhear them, gs Eb 

«© 1p. I had periſhed,” ſaid the Ass, ©* when I was 
** diſmiſſed (rom the earth, I think I ſhould have been 
«© aloſer by 'my exiſtence ; for during my whole life, 
<& there was ſcarce an- interval of an hour, in which i 
«© did not {uifer the accumulated miſery of blows, hun- 
« ogcr, and fatigue. When I was a colt, I was ſtolen 
ws by a Gypſie, who placed two children upon my 
& 'back .in a, pair of panniers, before I had periealy 
« acquired- the habit of carrying my own weight 
«© with ſteadineſs. and. dexterity. By hard fare and 'ill- 
© treatment, 1 quickly becameblind ;. and when the 
& family,. to which-I belonged, went intg their win- 
<< ter quarters in Norwood, I was ſtaked as a bet 
« againſt.a couple of geeſe, which had been found 
< by a. fellow who came by, driving before him two. 
<« of my brethren whom. he had overloaded with bags 
«© of ſand: a halfpenny was thrown up; and to the. 
<< inexpreffible increaſe of my calamity, the dealer. 
SSI Wn. 

*© WHEN I came to town I' was harneſſed with my. 
© two wretched affociates to.a cart, in which my new. 
*© maſter had piled up his commodity till it would hold. 
© no more. The load was fo diſproportionate to our. 
*« ſtrength, that it was with the utmoſt difficulty and. 
** labour dragged very ſlowly over the rugged pave-, 
** ment of the ſtreets, in which every ſtone was an, 
** almoſt inſuperable obſtacle to 'our progreſs. ' One, 
** morning very early, as we were tolling up Snow-, 
*© hill with repeated efforts of ſtrength that was fti-, 
** mulated, even.to agony, by the inceſſant ſtrokes of 
* 2 Whip, which had already lain our loins bare even 
** to the bone; it happened, that being placed in the. 
| «« ſhafts, 
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& ſhafts, and the weight preffing hard upon me, I. 
«fell down. © Our driver regarded my misfortune, 


\*© not with pity but rage' and the moment he turned 
ic 


*© about he threw a ſtick with ſuch violence at m 
*© head, that it forced out my eye, and paſſing throu 4 | 
* the ſocket into the brain, I was inftantly diſmifled 
* from that miſery, the compariſon of which with 
«© my prelent tate conſtitutes great part 'of its feli- 
<© city. But you, furely, if I may judge by your 
<< ſtature, and theelegance of your make, was among. 
*« the favorites of mankind; you was placed in a 
*© higher and a happier ſtation ; ' you was not the 
*© flave of indigence, but the pride of greatneſs ; 
*© your labour was ſport,” and your reward was 
** triumph, eaſe, plenty and attendance,” 
"TT 15 true,” replied the STEED, © I was a favo-, 


_ ©© rite : but what avails it to be the favorite of ca-. 


<< price, 'avarice and barbarity ? My tyrant was 2 
««< wretch who had gained a conſiderable fortune by 
<< play, particularly by 3-5 þ I had won him many, 
<« large ſums; but being at length excepted out of, 


every match, as baving no equal, he regarded<even , 


<© my excellence with malignity, when it was no, 


_ © longer ſiibſervient to his intereſt. Yet I fill lived, 


« incaſe and plenty ; and as he was able to ſell even, 
«© my pleaſures, though my labour was become uſeleſs, , 
4 there was a perpetual ſuc-, 
<< ceflion of new beauties. At laſt, however,. an-. 
<" other competitor appeared : I enjoyed a new 


<* triumph by anticipation ; I ruſhed into the field,, 


** panting for the conqueſt ; and the firſtheat I putmy , 
<6: maſter 1n poſſeſſion of the ſtakes, which amounted, 
© to ten thouſand pounds. The proprietor of the 
<6 mare "that I had diſtanced, notwithſtanding this. 
<« diſgrace, declared with great zeal, that ſhe ſhould. 
*© run the next day againft any | mrs in the world 
«© for double the ſum: my ma 

«© cepted the challenge, and told him, that hewould 
< the next day produce a gelding that ſhould 'beat 
«© ker: but what was my affeniheherit and indigna- 


& tion, when I diſcovered that he moſt cruelly and 
© fraue 


r immediately ac-. 
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fraudulently. intended to-qualify me for this match 
* upon the ſpot; and to ſacrifice my life at the very 
© moment, in which every nerve ſhould be ſtrained .. 
© in his ſervice, 


AN 


c 


&« As | knew it would be in vain to reſiſt, I ſuffered == 
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cc 
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myſelf to be bound : the operation was performed, 
and I was inſtantly mounted and ſpurred on to the 

oal. Injured as I was, the love of glory was 

ill ſuperior to the defire of reyenge : I determined 
to die as I had lived, without an equal; and hay- 
ing again won the race, I ſunk down at the poſt in 
* an agony, which ſoon after put an end to my life.” 

WHEN l had heard this horrid narrative, which in- 
deed I remembered to be true, I turned about in ho- 
neſt confuſion, and bluſhed that I was a man. But 
my, reflections were interrupted. by the notes of a 
BLACKBIRD, who was ſinging the ſtory of his own 
fate with a melody that irre{iſtibly compelled my at- 
tention. By. this gentle and harmonious being, I was 
not treated with equal contempt ; he perceived that _ 
] liſtened with curioſity, and interrupting his ſong, 
«« Stranger,” ſays he, ** though I am, as thou felt 
5 in the fields of Elyſltum, yet my happineſs is not 
© complete'; my mate 1s till expoled to the miſeries. 
« of mortality, and I am ftill vulnerable in her. Ol. 
© {tranger, to bribe thy friendſhip, if peradventure. 
*© it may reach my love, I will gratify the curiofity 
** with which thy looks enquire after me. I fell by. 
<< the unprovoked enmity of man, in that ſeaſon when 
** the dictates of nature are love. But let not my 
<*« cenſure be univerſal ; for as the elegy which I ſing, 
«© was written by a human being, every human being 
<< 1s not deſtitute of compaſſion, nor deaf to the lan- 
* guage in which our joys and fears are expreſled.” 
He then, after a ſweet though. ſhort prelude, made 
the grove again eccho with his ſong. 


A 


'The fun had chac'd the winter's ſnow, 
And kindly loos'd the froſt-bound foil ; 
'The melting ſtreams began to flow,” 
And plow-men urg'd their annual toil. 
| *T was 
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was then amid the vernal throng, . 
Whom, nature wakes to mirth and. love, 
A BLAEKBIRD. rais'd his amorous ſong, 
And thus it eccho'd through the grove : 
«© O! faireſt of the feather'd train, : 
« For whom I ſing, for whom I burn ; 
«© Attend with pity to my ſtrain, 
** And grant my love a kind return. 
<< See, fee, the winter's. ſtorms are flown, 
_© And Zephyrs gently fan the air ! 
© Let us the genial influence own, 
[**. Let us the vernal paſtime ſhare. 
< The Raven plumes his jetty wing, 
*© To pleaſe his croaking paramour ; 
& The Larks reſponſive love-tales fing, 
_ ** And tell their paſſion as they ſoar, 
© But truſt me, love, the Raven's wing 
© Ts not to be eompar'd with mine ; 
<< Nor can the Lark fo ſweetly ſing = 
<< As]I, who ſtrength with ſweetneſs join. 
© With thee Þ' 11 prove the ſweets of love, 
© With thee divide the cares of life ; 
<< ' No fonder huſband in the'grove, 
© Nor none than thee a happier wife. 
<< T1] lead thee to the cleareſt rill, 


& Whoſe ſtreams among the pebbles ſtray "p 


«© 'There will we. fit and fip our fill, 
* Or on the flow'ry border play, 
& T'll guide thee to the thickeſt brake, 
. © Impervious to the ſchool-boy's eye : 
{<< For thee the plaiſter'd neſt V1] make, 
; « And on thy downy pinions lie. _ 
& To get thee food Fl range the helds,. 
- © And cull the beft of ev'ry kind; 
© Whatever nature's bounty yieids, 
 ©& Or love's affiduqus care can, find. 
& And when my lovely mate would ſtray 
« 'To taſte the fummer's ſweet at large, - 
&«& At home. F ll wait the live-long day, 
«<< And tend at home our infant charge. 


« When 
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&© When proiwpted by a mother's care ' 
** Thy warmth ſhall form th” impriſon'd young, 
«© With thee the taſk V1 fondly ſhare, | 
<* Or chear thy labours with my ſong,” 
He ceas'd his ſong. The melting dame 
With tender pity heard his ſtrain ; 
She felt, ſhe own'd a mutual flame, 
And haſten'd to relieve his pain. 
He led her to the nuptial bowrr, 
And neſtled cloſely to her fide, 
_ The happieſt bridegroom in that hour, 
And ſhe the moiſt enamour'd bride. 
Next morn he wak'd her with a ſon 
*«*Ariſe ! behold the new-born day ! 
© The Lark his mattin peal has rung; 
« Ariſe my love, and come away !” 
Together through the fields they ftray'd, 
And to the verdant riv'let's fide; 
Renew'd their vows, and hopp'd and play'd, 
With honeſt joy and decent pride, 
But O! my muſe with pain relates 
The mournful ſequel of my tale ; 
Sent by an order of the Fates, 
A gunner met them in the vale, 
 Alarm'd, the lover cry'd, © My dear, 
_ © Haſte, haſte away ; from danger fly ! 
* Here, gunner, turn thy vengeance, here !_ 
__ © Ol! ſpare my love, and let me die.” 
At him the gunner took his aim ; 
The aim he took was much too true ; 
O ! had he choſe ſome other game, 
- Or ſhot as he had us'd to do ! * 
Divided pair ! forgive the wrong, 
While I with tears your fate rehearſe : 
I'll join the widow's plaintive ſong, 
 _ And fave the lover in my verſe. 


The emotions which this ſong produced in my boſom, 
awaked me; and I immediately recolleaed, that, 
while I flept, my imagination had repeated © an elegy 


| | occaſioned 
* Never having killed any thing before or ſince. 
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occaſioned by ſhooting a BLacxB1RD on Valentine's 
day,” which had a few days before been communi- 


cated'to'me by a gentleman, who is not only emineat 


for taſte; literature and virtue, but for his zeal in de- 
fence of that religion, which moſt ſtrongly inculcates 
compaſſion to inferior natures, by the example of its 
Divine AUTHOR, who gave the, inof {tupendous 
proof of his compaſſion for ours — 
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A parallel between ALEXANDER and a Highway-man, 
| 56g, | ſAdvent. N? 47.] 


4A AN, though as a rational being he:has thought 
AVI fat to ile himſelf the lord of the creation, 'is 
yet gd Lone voluntary ſlave of prejudice and euſ- 
tom; the molt general opinions are often abſurd, ard 
the prevailing principles of action ridiculous, | 
IT may, however, be allowed, that if in theſe 
inſtances reafon always appeared to be overborne by 
the importunity.of appetne'; if the future was ſacri- 
ficed to the. preſent, and hope renounced: only. for 
poſſeſſion ; there would not be much: cauſe for won- 
. oder: but that man ſhould draw-abſurd concluſions, 
"contrary to his nmmediate intereſt; 'that' he ſhould 
even at the riſque of life, gratify thoſe vices in ſome, 
which in others. he puniſhes with a gibbet or a wheel, 
js in the IE: CO aſtoniſhing ; and is ſuch an 
inſtance of the weakneſs of our reaſon, and the fal- 
libility of our judgment; as fhould incline us to accept 
with gratitude of that guidance which is from ABOVE. 
BUT if it is ftrange, that one man has been immor- 
talized as a God, and another put to death as a felon, 
for actions which have the ſame motive and the ſame 
tendency, merely becauſe they were circumſtantially 
different ; it ts yet more firange, that this difference 
has always been ſuch as increaſes the abſurdity ; and 
that the action which expoſes a man to-infamy and 
death, wants only-greater- aggravation of guilt, 'and 
# | | more 
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more. extenſive and-pernicious effects, to render him 
the object of veneration and applauſe, , 


_ 


© Ba6snor, the robber, having Joſt the booty.of a 


piſtols, mounted his horſe, and took the Kentiſh road, 


' With a reſolution not toreturn till he had recruited his 


urſe, Within a few miles.of London, juſt as he 
Fd a village clock ſtrike nine, he met two gentle- 
men in A chaiſe which he topped. One of the 
gentlemen immediately.preſented a piltol, and at the 
{ame time a lervant rode up armed with a blunderbufs. 
The robber, perceiying that he ſhould be vigoroufly 


_ oppoſed, turned/8f from the chaiſe and diſcharged. a 


i{tol at the (@vant, who inſtantly fell dead from his 

orſe. TW gentlemen had now leaped from the 
chaiſe : buf the foremoſt receiving a blow on his 
head with the ſtock of the piſtol that had been juſt 
fired, reeled back a few paces * the other having fired 
at the. murderer without ſucceſs, attempted to dil- 
mount him and ſuceeded z. but while they were grap- 


_ pling with each other, the villain drew a knife, and 


ſtabbed his.. antagoniſt to the. heart. He then, 


with the calm intrepidity of a hero who is familiar 
with danger, proceeded to rifle the pockets of the 


dead; .and the ſurvivor having recovered from the 
blow, and being imperiouſly commanded to deliver, 
was now. obliged to comply. When the vidtor had 


thus obtained the pecuniary reward of his proweſs, he 


determined to loſe no part of the glory which-as con- 
queror was now in his,power : turning, therefore, to 
the unhappy gentlemay,, whom he had plundered, he 
condeſcended to inſult him with the applauſe of, con- 
{cious ſuperiority ; he told him, that he had never 
robbed any. perſons who behaved better; 'and 'as 2 


_ tribute due to the merit of the dead, and a token of 


his eſteem for the living, he aoeroudy threw him 
back ;a ſhilling to prevent hig being ſtopped at the 


turnpike, Re | 
HE now remounted his horſe, and ſet off towards 
London : but at the turnpike, a coach that was pay- 
ing the-toll obſtructed his way ; ahd by the light of 
the lambeau that was bekindit, he diſcovered that his 
IF "REY | coat 
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coat was much ſtained with blood : this diſcoyery 


threw him into ſuch confuſion, that he attempted to 


ruſh by ; he was however prevented ; and his appear- 
ance giving great reaſon to ſuſpect his motive,” he was 
ſeized and detained, | rr cal woogs 
In the coach were two ladies, and a little boy about 
five years old. The ladies were greatly alarmed, when 


_ they heard that a perſon was taken who was ſuppoſed 


to have juſt committed a robbery and a murder : they 
aſked many queſtions with great eagerneſs, but their 
enquiries were little regarded, till a entfeman rode 
UP» who ſeeing their diſtreſs, offered his affiſtance. 
'The elder of the two ladies acquainted him, that her 
huſband Six Harry FREEMAN was upon the road 
in his return from Graveſend, where he had been to 


receive an only ſon upon his arrival from India, after | 


an abſence of near 1x years; that herſelf and her 
daughter-in-law were come out to meet them, but 
were terrified with the apprehenſion that they might 


| have been ſtopped by the man who had juſt been 


taken into cuſtody, Their attention was now ſud- 
deny called to the other fide of the coach by the child, 
who cried out in a tranſport of joy, © There is my 
grand papa.” This was indeed the ſurvivor of the 
three who had been attacked by BacsnorT : he was 


mounted on his ſervant's horſe, and rode ſlowly by 
the fide of the chaiſe in which he had juſt placed the 
body of his ſon, whoſe countenance was disfigured 


with blood, and*'whoſe features were ſtill impreſſed 
with the agonies of death. Who can expreſs the 

rief, horror, and deſpair, with which a father ex- 
Ribited this ſpectacle to a mother and a wife, who 


expected a fon and a huſband, with all the tenderneſs 


and ardour of conjugal and parental affeftion ; who 


| had long regretted his abſence, who had anticipated 


the joy of his return, and were impatient to put into 
his arms a pledge of his love which he had never 
ſeen. -. , CO 

I wILL not attempt to defcribe that diſtreſs, which 
tears would not have ſuffered me to behold : let it 
ſuffice, that ſuch was its effect upon thoſe who were 


. preſent, thar the murderer was not without difficulty 


conducted 
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conducted alive to the priſon ; and I am confident, 
that few who read this ſtory, would have heard with 
regret that he was torn to pieces by the way, 
UT before, they congratulate themſelves upon a 
ſeriſe, which always diſtinguiſhes right and wrong b 
ſpontaneous approbation and cenſure ; let them tell 
me with what ſentiments they read of a youthful mo- 


\narch, who at the head of an army in which every man 


became a hero by his example, paſled over moun- 
tains and deſarts, in ſearch of new territories to in- 
vade, and new. potentates to conquer ; who routed 
armies which could ſcarce be numbered, and took 
cities which were deemed impregnable. Do they not 
follow him in the path of ſlaughter with horrid com- 
placency ? and when they ſee him deluge the peace- 


ful fields of induſtrious {tmplicity with blood, and 


leave them deſolate to the widow and the orphan of 
the poſſeſlor, do they not grow frantic in his praiſe, 
and - concur to deify. the mortal who could conquer 
only for glory, and return the kingdoms that he 
won * oo | | 

To theſe queſtions, I am confident the greater part 
or mankind muſt anſwer in the affirmative ; and yet 
nothing can be more abſurd than their different appre- 
henſions of the HERo ahd the T Hite. | 

Tat conduct of BAGsHOT and ALEXANDER had 
in general the ſame motives, and the ſame tendency ; 
they both ſought a private gratification at the expence 
of others ; and every circumſtance in which they dif- 
fer, is greatly in favour of BAGSHOT. PT ETY 

BAaGSHOT, when he had loſt his laſt ſhilling, had 
loſt the power of gratifying every appetite whether 
criminal or innocent ; and the recovery of this power, 
was the object of his expedition. 

ALEXANDER, when he ſet out to conquer the 
world, poſlefſed all that BaG6snorT hoped to acquire, 
and more; all his appetites and paſfions were grati- 
tied, as far as the gratification of them was poflible z 
and as the force of temptation is always ſuppoſed 
proportionably to extenuate guilt, ALEXANDER's 
guilt was evidently greater than BaGsHomT's, becauſe 


4t cannot be pretended that his temptation was equal. 
Wo --- Bur 
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Bu'T though ALEXANDER could not equally in- 


creaſe the means of his own happineſs, yet he produced 


much more dreadful and extenſive evil to ſociety in 


| the attempt. BacsmorT killed two men ; andI have 


Telated the murder and'its conſequences, with ſuch 
particulars as uſually rouze that ſenſibility, which 


-often lies torpid during narratives of general calamity. 


ALEXANDER, perhaps, deſtroyed a million : and 
whoever reflects, that each individual of this number 
Had ſome tender attachments which were broken by 
His death 3; ſome parent or wife, with whom he min- 


'gled tears in the parting embrace, ' and who longed 


with fond ſolicitude for his return; or, perhaps, ſome 
infant whom-his labour was'to feed, and his vigilance 
protect; will ſee, that ALEXANDER was more the 
peſt of ſociety than BaGsHoT, and more deſerved a 
Sibbet 4n the proportion of 'a million to one. 
IT:may, perhaps, be thought abſurd, to enquire in- 
tothe virtues of BAGsHOT's Character ; and yet vir- 
tue has never been thought incompatible with that of 
ALEXANDER. ALEXANDER, we are told, gave 


proof of his greatneſs of mind, by his contempt of F 


danger ; but as Ba@sHoT's danger was equally vo- 


Juntary and imminent, there- ought to be no doubt 


but that his mind was equally great. ALEXANDER, 
indeed, gave back the kingdoms that he'won ; but 
er the conqueſt of a:kingdom, what remained for 


"ALEXANDER to give ? To a prince, whoſe country 


He had invaded with unprovoked: hoſtility, and from 
whom he had, violently wreſted the bleflings of peace, 
He gave a dominion.over the widows and* orphans of 
thoſe he had ſlain, the tinſel of dependent greatneſs, 
and the. badge of royal ſubjeftion. And does not 


- Bacs8HorT deſerve equal- honour, - for throwing back 


a ſhilling-to the man, whoſe perſon he had inſulted, 
and whoſe ſort he had ftabbed to the heart? ALEx- 
- ANDER did not raviſh or maſſacre the women whom 
He found in the tent- of Darius ; neither did honeſt 
.BAGc$HoT kill. the gentlemen whom he had plun- 
'dered, when he was no longer able to reſiſt. 
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Is BacsnorT, then, is juſtly uragged.to priſon, 
amidſt the tumult,of rage, menaces, and execrations ; 
let ALEXANDER,. whom the lords of reaſon-have ex- 
tolled for ages, be no longer thought worthy of a 
triumph. *Y Gy, 5th ; 
As the acquiſition of honour is frequently a motive 
to the riſque of life, it is of great importance to con- 
fer it only upon virtue; and as honour is conferred 
by the public voice, it is of equal moment to ſtrip 
thoſe vices of their diſguiſe which have been miſtaken 


for virtue. The wretches who compoſe the army of 


a tyrant, are aſſociated by folly in the ſervice of rapine 
and murder ; and that man ſhould imagine they were 


deferving honour by the maſlacre of each other, merely 


to flatter ambitionwith a new title, is, perhaps, as in- 
ſcrutable a myſtery as any that has perplexed reaſon, 
and as groſs an abſurdity as any that has diſgraced it. 
It is not, indeed, ſo much to puniſh vice, as to-pre= 
vent miſery, that I wiſh to ſee it always branded with 


infamy : for even the ſucceſles of vice terminate in the 


anguiſh of diſappointment. To ALEXANDER, the 
fruit of all his conqueſts was tears ; and whoever goes 
about to gratify intemperate wiſhes, will labour to 
as little purpoſe, as he who ſhould attempt to fill a 
ſieve with water. | 

I was accidentally led to purſue my ſubject in ths 
train, by the fight of an hiſtorical chart, in which the 


riſe, ' the progreſs, the declenſion, and duration of 


empire, are repreſented by the arrangement of different 
colours ; and in which, not only extent, but duration 
1s rendered a ſenſible obje&t. The Grecian empire, 
which 1s diſtinguiſhed by a deepred, is a long but nar- 


_row line ; becauſe, though ALEXANDER marked the 


world with his colour from Macedonia to Egypt, yet. 


_ the colours ” rar to the hereditary potentates whoanz 


he diſpoſleſied, agen took place upon his death : and 
10n, whoſe name ſhall be connected 
with a particular country as its king, is, to thoſe who 


_ hazard life in the decifion, as trifling, as whether 2 


{mall ,— in a chart ſhall be ſtained with red or yel- 
low. That man ſhould be permitted to decide ſuch 


queſtions by means fo GET, is a refleftion under 
2 


wv hic1 


mineteen, in which the-e are theſe 
*© Alas, whither ſhall 1 fly ?; he has deceived, ruined, 
* and left me.” "The circumſtances of her. ſtory are 
only thoſe ordinary'ones, that her-lover was a man of 
greater 'fortune than ſhe could expect would addreſs 
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which he only car rejoice, who' believes that G OD 
ONLY REIGNS; and can appropriate the promiſe, 
that ALL THINGS 'SHALL WORK TOGETHER FOR | 
GOOD. © Fa 90 OH -47- a 1 
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| On CuasTITyY, [Guardian, NY 45-] 


'F Don'rT know that I have been. more ard 


' "moved with pity in my. whole life, than when 
was reading a letter from a young woman, not yet 
amentable words, 


to her upon honourable terms; but ſhe ſaid to herſelf, 


<6 She had wit and beauty, and ſuch charms as often 
© captivate ſo far as to make men forget thoſe meaner 


*. conſiderations, and innocent freedoms were not to 


© bedenied : A gentleman of condition 1s not to be 


* ſhunned purely:for being ſuch; and they, who. took 
© notice of it, did it only out of malice, becauſe they 
«© were not uſed by him with the ſame diſtinCtion.” 


"But I would have young women, who are orphans, 
- or unguarded with powerful alliances, conſider with 
Horror the inſolence of wealth : Fortune does in a great 


meaſure denominate what is vice and virtue; or if it 
does not go fo far, innocence is helpleſs, and oppret- 


Fon unpunifhed without its affiſtance ; for this reaſon 
It is, that I would ftritly recommend to my young 


females not to dally with men whoſe ' circumſtances 
can ſupport them againſt their falſhood, and have the 


- faſhion of a baſe ſelf-intereſted world on their ſide, 


which inſtead of avenging the cauſe of an abuſed wo- 


'man, will proclaim her diſhonour ; while the perſon 
'injured is ſhunned like a peſtilence, he who did the 
- wrong ſees no difference in the reception he meets 


with, nor is'ie the leſs welcome to the reſt of the ſex, 


whoars {till within the pale of honour and innocence. 
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War makes this circumſtance the more lament- 
able, is, that it frequently falls upon thoſe who have 
oreateſt merit and underſtanding. Gentleneſs of diſ- 
poſition and taſte of polite converſation, I have often 
known ſnares toward vice in ſome, whilſt ſullenneſs 
and diſreliſh of any thing that was agreeable have been 
the only defences of virtue in others. I have my un- 
happy correſpondent's letter before me ; and ſhe ſays 
the is ſure he is ſo much a gentleman, and he has 
that natural ſoftneſs, that if he reads any thing moving. 
on this ſubje&t in my paper, it will certainly make 
him think. Poor girl ! ** Czfar aſhamed ! Has not 
he ſeen Pharſalia ??* Does the poor creature imagine 
that a ſcrip of paper, a colle&tion of: ſentences, and 
an old man's talk of pleaſures which he is paſt, will 
have an effect upon him who could go on in a ſeries 
of falſehood ; let drop ambiguous ſentences in her 
abſence, to give her falſe hope from the repetition of 
them by ſome friend that heard them; that could 
pas as much time in the purſuit of her, as would 

ave attained ſome uſeful art or ſcience ; and that 
only to attain a ſhort revel of his ſenfes under a ſtupor 
of faith, honour and conſcience? No ; the deſtruc- 
tion of a well-educated young woman 1s not accome 
pliſhed by the criminal, who 1s guilty of it, in a ſud- 
den ſtart of defire; he is not ſurpriſed into it by frailty ; 
but arrives at it by care, ſkill and meditation. It is no 
ſmall aggravation of the guilt, that it is a thouſand 
times conquered and reſiſted, even while it 1s. proſe- 
cuted, He that waits for fairer occaſions, for riper 
wiſhes, for the removal of a particular objection, or 
the conqueſt of any certain ſcruple, has it in his power 
to obey his conſcience, which often calls him, during 
the intrigue, a villain and a deſtroyer. There can be 
nothing ſaid for ſuch an evil ; but that the reſtraints of 


ſhame and ignominy are broken down by the preva- 


lence of cuſtom. I don't, indeed, expect that my _ 
precautions will have any great weight with men of 
mode ; but I know not but they may be ſome way 
efficacious on thoſe who have not yet taken their party 
as to vice and virtue for life ; bub] know not how it is, 
but our ſex has uſurped a certain authority to exclude 


D 3 ahaſtity 
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chaſtity out of the catalogue of maſculine virtues, by 


which means females adventure all againſt thoſe who 
| havenothing tolofe ; and they have nothing but empty 
ſighs, tears and reproaches againſt thofe who reduced 
them to;rea] ſorrow and infamy. But as I am now 
talking to the world yet untainted, I will venture to re- 
commend chaſtity as the nobleſt male qualification. 
Tt is methinks very unreaſonable that the difficulty 
of attaining all other good habits is what makes them 
honourable, but in this cafe the very attempt 1s be- 
come ridiculous. But in ſpite of all the raillery of the 
world, truth is ſtill truth, and will have beauties inſe- 


parable from it. I ſhould upon this occaſion bring . 


examples of heroic chaſtity, were I not afraid of hav- 
ing my paper thrown away by the modiſh part of the 
town, who go no farther, at beſt, than the mere ab- 
ſence of 11], and are contented to be rather irreproach- 
able than praiſe worthy : In this particular, a gentle- 
man, in the court of Cyrus, reported to his majeſty 
the charms and bcauty of Panthea, and ended his 
panegyrick by t-}/ing him, that ſince he was at leifure 


he would carry him to viſit her, 'but that prince, who 


1s a very great man to this day, anſwered the pimp, 


| Becauſe he was a man of quality, without roughneſs; 
and faid with a fmile, * If I ſhould viſit her upon 
© your introduction now I have leifure, I don't know 
«<' but I might go again upon her own invitation, when 
© 1 ought to be better employed.” But when I caſt 
about all the inſtances which I have met with in all 
my reading, I find not one ſo generous, ſo honeſt, and 

fo noble as that of Joſeph in holy writ: When his maſ- 


ter had truſted him fo unreſervedly, (to ſpeak it in the 


emphatical manner of the ſcripture) ©© He knew not 
_ <<. gught he had ſave the bread which he did eat,” he 

was 6 unhappy as. to appear irreſiſtibly beautiful to 
his miſtreſs ; but when this ſhamelefs woman proceeds 
. to ſolicit him, how gallant is his anſwer ? ©** Behold 
<« my maſter wotteth not what is with me in the 
© houfe, and hath committed all that he hath to my 
< hand, there is none greater in the houſe than 1, 
« neither hath he kept. back any thing from me but 
« thee, becauſe thou art his wite,” 'I he ſame argu- 

: "_ | * ment, 
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ment, which a baſe mind would have made to. its ſelf 
for committing the evil,. was. to this brave man the . 
greateſt motive for forbeating it, that he could do it 
with impunity ; the malice and falſhood of the diſ-- 
appointed woman naturally aroſe on that occaſion, 
and there is bur a ſhort ſtep from the practice of vir- 
tue to the hatred of it. It would therefore be worth 
ferious conſideration in both fexes, and the matter 1s. 
of importance enough to them, to aſk themſelves whe- 
ther they would change lightneſs of heart, indolence 
of mind, chearful meals, -untroubled flumbers, and 
entle diſpoſitions, for a conſtant pruriency which. 
Thats out all things that bre rept or indifferent, clouds 
the imagination with inſenfibility and prejudice to all 
manner of delight, but that which is common to all. 
creatures that extend their ſpecies. FT. 
A LooOSE behaviour, and an inattention to every 
thing that is ſerious, flowing from ſome degree of _ 
this petulancy, is obſervable in the generality of the 
youith of both ſexes in this age. It is the one com-. 
mon. face of moſt publick meetings, and breaks in 
upon the ſobriety, I won't ſay ſeverity, that we ought 
to exerciſe in churches. 'Fhe pert boys and flippant 
girls are but faint followers of thoſe in the:fame incli- 
nations at more advanced years. I know not whe 
can oblige them to mend their manners ; all that I 
prognns to, 1s toenter my proteſt that they are neither 
ne gentlemen nor fine ladies for this behaviour. As 
for the portraitures which. I would propoſe, as. the 
images of agreeable men and women, if they are not 
imitated or regarded, I can only anfwer,.asI remember 
Mr. Dryden did on the like occaſion, when a _youn 
fellow, juſt come from the play of Cleomenes, told 
him in raillery againſt the continency of his principal 
character. If I had been alone with a lady I ſhould 
not have paſled my time like your Spartan.;. ** That 
*© may be,” anſwered the bard with a very grave face 
* but give me leave to tell you, Sir, you are no hero.” 
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On natural and fantaſtical Pleaſures. 
wo | | [Guardian, N? 49. ] 


Ls is of 'preat uſe to conſider the pleaſures which 
4 conſtitute human happineſs, as they are diſtinguiſh- 
ed into natural 'and fantaftical. Natural pleaſures I 
call thoſe, which not depending on the faſhion and 
caprice of any particular age or nation, are ſuited to 
human nature in general, and were intended by provi- 
dence as rewards for the uſing our faculties agreeably 
to the ends'for which they were given us. Fantaſtical 
pleaſures are thoſe which having no natural ftneſs to 
delight our minds, preſuppolſe ſome particular whim 
or taſte accidentally prevailing in a ſet of people to 
which it 1s owing that they pleaſe. 
Now I take it, that the tranquillity and chearful- 
neſs with which I have paſſed my life, are the effe&t 
of having, ever ſince I came to years of diſcretion, 
continued my inclinations to the former ſort of plea- 
fures. But as my experience can be a rule only to my 
own actions, it may probably be a ſtronger motive to 
induce others to the ſame ſcheme of life, if they would 
conſider that we are prompted to natural pleatures by 
an inftin&imprefled on our minds by the author of 
our nature, who beſt underſtands our frames, and con- 
ſequently beſt knows what thoſe pleaſures are, which 
will give us the leaſt uneafineſs in the purſuit, and the 
greateſt ſatisfaQtion in the enjoyment of them. Hence 
it follows, that the objects of our natural defires are 
"cheap or eaſy to be obtained ; it being a maxim. that 
holds throughout the whole ſyſtem of created beings, 
«© that nothing is made in vain,” much leſs the in- 
ſtints and appetites of animals, which the bene- 
volence as well as wiſdom of the Deity, is concerned 
to- provide for. Nor is the fruition of thoſe objects 
leſs pleaſing, than the acquiſition is eaſy ; and the 
pleaſure is heightened by the ſenſe of having an- 
ſwered ſome natural end, and the conſciouſneſs of 
acting in concert with the ſupreme governor of the 
univerſe, 
UNDER 
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UNDER natural pleaſures I comprehend thoſe which 


are univerſally ſuited, as well to the rational as the 
ſenſual part of our nature. And of the pleaſures whick 
affe our ſenſes, thoſe only are to be eſteemed natural 
that are contained within the rules of reaſon, which 1s 
allowed to be as neceſſary an ingredient of human na- 
ture as ſenſe. And, indeed, exceſles of any kind are 
hardly to be eſteemed pleaſures, much leſs natural 
pleaſures. {an "eh 
IT is evident, that a deſire terminated in money 483 


fantaſtical; ſo is the deſire of outward diſtinctions, 


which bring no delight of ſenſe, nor- recommend us 
as uſeful to mankind; and the defire of things mere 

becauſe they are new or foreign. Men, who are indif- 
poſed toa due exertion of their higher parts, are driven 


to ſuch purſuits as theſe from the reſtleſſneſs of the 


mind, and the ſenſitive appetites being eaſily ſatisfied. 
I is, in ſome ſort, owing to the bounty of Providence, 
that diſdaining a cheap and vulgar happineſs, they 
frame to themſelves imaginary goods, in which there is 
nothing can raiſe defire, but the dificulty of obtain- 
ing them. . Thus men become the contrivers of their 
own miſery, as a puniſhment on themſelves for de- 
Pane from the meaſures of nature. Having by an 

abitual reflection on theſe truths made them familiar, 
the effect is, that I, among a number of perfons who 
have debauched their-natural taſte, ſee things in a 


_ peculiar light, which I have arrived at, not by any un- 


common force of genius or acquired knowledge, but 


only by unlearning the falfe nottons inſtilled by cuſtom 
and education. | 


_- Tae various objeats that compoſe the world were 


by nature formed to delight our ſenſes ; and as it is 
this alone that makes them deſirable to an uncorrupted 
taſte, a man may be ſaid naturally to poſleſs them, when 
he pofleſſeth thoſe enjoyments which they are fitted 
by nature to yield. Hence it is uſual with me tocon- 
i1der myfelf as having a natural property in every ob- 
ject that adminiſters pleaſure to me. When I am in 
the.country, all the fine feats' near the place of my 
reſidence, and to which I have- acceſs, I regard as 


Mine, © [Phe ſame I gk of the groves and fields 


$ Where 


4 
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where I walk, and mufe on the folly of the civil 
landlord in London, who has the fantaſtical pleaſure 
of draining dry rent into his coffers, but is a ſtra 


to freſh air and rural FOMPmente, By theſe principles 


I am poſſefled of half a dozen of the fineſt ſeats in 

England, which in the eye of the law belong to cer- 

tain of my acquaintance, who being men of buſineſs 

chooſe to live near the court. 

In ſome great families, where I chooſe to paſs my 
time, a ſtranger would be apt to rank me with the 
other domeſticks ; but in my own thoughts, and na- 

tural judgment, I am maſter of the houſe, and he 

who goes. by that name is my ſteward, who eaſes me 
of the care of providing for myſelf the conveniencies 
and pleaſures of life. 

HEN I walk the ſtreets, I uſe the foregoing na- 
tural maxim, (viz. That he is the true poſleſſor of a 
thing who enjoys it, and not he that owns it without 
the enjoyment of it) to convince myſelf that I have a 
| Property in the gay part of all the gilt chariots that I 
mect, which I regard as amuſements deſigned to delight 
WF Ext, and the imagination of thoſe kind people 
who tit in them gaily attired only to pleaſe me. I have 


a rea}, and they only an imaginary pleaſure from their 
exterior embelliſhments. Upon the ſame principle, I. 


have diſcovered that I am the natural proprietor of all 
the diamond necklaces, the crofles, ſtars, brocades, 
and embroidered clothes, which I ſee at a play or birth- 
night, as giving more natural delight to the ſpectator 
than to thoſe that wear them. And I look on the 


deaus and ladies as ſo many paroyuets. in an p too 
purely for my diver- 


or tulips in a garden, deſtgne 
ſion. A gallery of pictures, a cabinet or library that 
I have free acceſs to, I think my own. 
all that I defire is the uſe of things, let who will have 


the keeping of them. By which maxim I am grown. 


-one of the richeſt men in Great Britain; with this 


_ Gfference, that I am not a prey. to my own: cares, 


-or the envy of others. he 
THe ſame principles I find of great uſe 1 my pri- 
vate ceconomy. As I canhot go to the price ef hiſtory- 


In a word, 
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ainting, . I have purchaſed at eaſy rates ſeveral beau-- 
tifully Fs pieces of Jandſkip and perſpective,, 
which are much. more pleaſing to a natural taſte than: 
unknown faces or Dutch gambols, though done by the: 
beſt maſters: my. couches, beds,. and window-cur- 
tains are of Iriſh-ſtuff, which thoſe of that nation: 
work very fine, and with a delightful mixture of co- 
lours. There is not a piece of China in my houſe ;; 
but I have glaſſes of all forts, and ſome tinged with 
the fineſt colours, which are not the leſs pleaſing, be- 
cauſe they are domeſtick, and cheaper than foreigy 
toys. Every thing is neat, entire and clean, and: 
fitted to the taſte of one who had rather be happy: 
than be thought rich. Ty 

EvERy day, numberleſs innocent and natural grati- 
fications-occur to me, while I behold my fellow crea- 
tures labouring in a toilſome and abſurd purſuit of 
trifles ; one, that he may be called by a particular: 
appellation ; another, that he may wear a particular 
ornament, which. I regard as a bit of ribband that has: 
an agreeable effe& on my fight, but is ſo far from ſup-- 
plying the place of merit, where it 18 not, that it ſerves: 
only to make the want of it more conſpicuous.. Fair 
weather is the joy of my ſoul ; about noon I behold a 
blue ſky with: rapture, and receive great conſolation: 
from the roſy daſhes of light which adorn the clouds of 
the morning and evening. When I am loft among 
green trees, I do not envy a- great man with a great: 
croud at his Ievee. And L ofirn lay aſide thoughts of. 
going to an opera, that I may enjoy the ſilent plea- 
lure of walking by moon light, or viewing the ſtars. 
ſparkle in their azure g: ound ; which I look upon as 
part of my poſſeſſions, not without a ſecret indignation. 
at the taſtelefIneſs of mortal men, who, in their race. 
through life, overlook the real enjoyments of it. 

BuT the pleaſure which naturally afteRts-a human: 
mind with the moſt lively and tran{porting touches, I 
take to be the ſenſe that we act inthe eye of infinite: 
wiſdom, power and goodneſs, that will crown our, 
virtuous endeavours here, with a happineſs hereafter, 
large as our deſires, and laſting as our immortal ſouls. 
This. is a perpetual ſpring. of gladneſs in the mind. 

D. 6. This 
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This leſſens our calamities, and doubles our joys. 
"Without this the higheſt ſtate of life is infipid, and 
with it the loweſt is a paradiſe. What unnatural 
wretches then are thoſe who ean ſo ſtupid as to 
imagine a merit, in endeavouring to rob-virtue of her 
ſupport, and a man of his preſent as well as future 
bliſs ? But as I have frequently taken occaſion to ani- 
madvert on that ſpecies of mortals, ſol propoſe to re- 


' peat my animadverfions on them, *till I ſee ſome 
ſymptoms of amendment: 


IAA ASI AS II SS I 


The Obſervance of Sunday recommended. An Allegory. 
nh F [Rambler, N» 30.] 


HERE are few taſks more ungrateful, than for 
perſons of modeſty to ſpeak their own praiſes. 
In ſome caſes, however, this muſt be done for the ge- 
nera] good, and a generous ſpirit will on ſuch occaſions 
aſſert its merit, and'vindicate itſelf with becoming 
warmth. | ng 
Mr ctreumftances, fir, are very hard and peculiar, 
Could the world be brought to treat me as 1 deſerve, 
it would be a publick benefit. "This makes me apply 
to you, that my caſe being fairly ſtated in a paper fo 
generally eſteemed, I may ſuffer no longer from ig- 
norant and childtth prejudices. CATNSB* 

- My elder brother was a Jew. A very reſpectable 
perſon, but ſomewhat auftere in his manner : highly 
and deſervedly valued by his near relations and intr- 
ma-*es, but utterly unft for mixing in a larger ſociety, 
or gaining a general acquaintance among mankind. 
Ina venerable old age he retired from the world, and 

E in the bloom of youth came into it, ſucceeding him 
in all his -s ao and formed, as might reafonably 
flatter myſelf, to be the objec of univerſal love and 
eſteem. Joy and gladnefs were born with me ; chear- 
fulneſs, good humour and benevolence always attend- 
ed and endeared my infancy. "That time is long 

paſt. So long that tdle imaginations are-apt to fancy 

me 
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me wrinkled, old, and diſagreeable ; but, unleſs my 
looking-glaſs deceives me, I have not yet loſt one 
charm, one beauty of my earlieſt years. However, 
thus far is too certain, I am to every body juſt what 
they chuſe to think me; ſo that to very few I appear 


.in my right ſhape; and though naturally I am the 
friend of human kind, to few, very few comparatively, 


am I uſeful or agreeable. EEE 

THis is the more grievous, as it is utterly impoſflible 
for me to avoid being in all ſorts of places and com - 
panies; and I am therefore liable to meet with perpe- 
tual affronts and. injuries.. 'Though I have as natural 
an antipathy to cards and dice, as ſome - people: have 
to a cat, many and many an aſſembly am I forced to 
endure; and though reſt and compoſure are my pecu- 
liar joy, am worn out, and harrafſed to death with 
journies by men and women of quality, who never 
take one, but when I can be of the party. Some, on 
a contrary extreme, will never receive-me but in bed, 
where they ſpend at leaſt half of the time I have to 
ſtay with them ; and others are ſo monftrouſly ill-bred 
as to take phyſic on purpoſe when they have reaſon to 
expect me. TI hoſe who keep upon terms of more po- 
liteneſs with me, are generally ſo cold and conſtrained 


in their behaviour, that I cannot but perceive myſelf 


an unwelcome gueſt ; and even among perſons deſerv- 
ing of eſteem, and who certainly have a value for me, 
it is. too evident that generally whenever I come I 
throw a dujneſs over the whole company, that I am 
entertained with a formal ſtiff civility, and that they 
are glad when I am fairly gone. | 

_ How bitter muſt this kind of reception be to one 
formed to inſpire delight, admiration and tove ! To 
one capable of anſwering and rewarding the greateſt 
warmth and delicacy. of fentiments ! 

I was bred up among a ſet of excellent people, 
who affectionately loved me, and treated me with the 
utmoſt honourand reſpect. It would be tedious to re- 
Late the variety of my adventures, and ſtrange viciſf- 
tudes of my fortune in many different countries. Here 
in England there was a time whenT lived according to 
my heart's defire. .. Whenever I appeared,  publick 
; | cmblies 
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afſemblies appointed for my reception were crowded 


with perſons of quatity and faſhion, early dreſt as for 
a- court, to pay me their devoirs. Chearful hoſpi- 
tality every where crowned my board, and I was 
looked upon in every country parifh as a kind of ſocial 
bond between the *{quire, the parſon, and the tenants.. 
The laborious poor every where bleſt my appearance : 
they do fo ſtill, and keep their beft clothes to do me 
honour ; though as much as I delight in the honeſt 


country folks, they do nw and then throw a pot of 


ale at my head, and ſometimes an unlucky boy will 
drive his cricket-bali full in my face. 
EveN in: theſe my beſt days there were perſons who 


thought me too demure 1nd grave. I muſt forſooth 


by all means be inſtructed by foreign maſters, and 
taught to dance and play. This method of education 
was ſo contrary to my genius, formed for much nobler 
entertainments, that it did not ſucceed at all. 

I FELL next into the hands of a very different ſet. 
They were ſo exceſſively ſcandalized at the gaiety of 
my appearance, as not only to deſpoil me of the fo- 
reign fopperies, the paint and the patches that I had 
been tricked out with by my laſt misjudging tutors, 
but they robbed me of .every- innocent ornament I 
had from my infancy been uſed to gather in the fields 
and gardens; nay they blacked my face, and covered: 
me all over with a habit of mourning, and that too: 
very coarſe and aukward, I was now obliged to ſpend 
my whole life in hearing ſermons ; nor permitted fo- 
much as to ſmile-upon any occaſion. 

In this melancholy diſguiſe I became a perfe& bug- 
bear to all children and young folks. Wherever [ 
came there was a general huſh, and immediate ſtop to- 
all pleaſantneſs of look or diſcourſe ; and not being 
permitted to talk with them in my own language at 
that time, they took fuch a diſguſt to me in thoſe tedi- 
ous hours of yawning, that having tranſmitted it to 
their children, I cannot now be heard, though it is 
long ſince T have recovered my natural form, and plea- 
fing tone of voice. Would they but receive my viſits: 
kindly, and liſten to what I could tel} them—let me 


fay it without vanity—how charming a companion 
| ſhould 
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ſhould I be ! to every one could I talk on the ſubjeRs. 
moſt intereſting and moſt pleaſing. With the great 
and ambitious, I would diſcourſe of honours and ad- 
vancements, of diſtinctions to which the whole world 
ſhould be witneſs, of unenvied dignities and durable 
preferments. To the rich I would tell of inexhauſtible 
treaſures, and the ſure method to attain them. I 
would teach them to put out their money on the beſt- 
intereſt, and inſtru the lovers of pleaſure how to ſe- 
cure and improve it to the higheſt degree. The beauty 
ſhould learn of. me how: to preſerve an everlaſting 
bloom. "To the afflicted I would adminiſter comfort, 
and relaxation to the buſy. | ; 

As I dare promiſe myſelf you will atteſt the truth of 
all I have advanced, there is no doubt but many will 
be deſirous of improving their acquaintance with me ; 
and that I may not be thought too difficult, I will tell 
you, in ſhort, how I wiſh to be received. 

You muſt know I equally hate lazy idleneſs and 


| hurry. I would every where be welcomed at a tole- 


rably early hour with decent good-humour and grati-- 
tude. I muſt be attended in the great halls peculiarly 
appropriated to me with reſpect; but I do not nfilt 
upon finery : propriety of appearance, and perfect 
neatneſs is all I require. I'muſt at dinner, be treated 
with a temperate, but a chearful focialmeal:z both the 
neighbours, and the poor ſhould be the better for me. 
Some time I mult have tete a tete with my kind enter- 
tainers, and the reſt of: my viſit ſhould be fpent in 
pleaſant walks and airings among. ſets: of agreeable: 
people, in ſuch diſcourſe as I ſhall naturally diQate, or: 
in reading ſome few ſelected out of thoſe numberleſs 


| books that are dedicated to-me, and go by my name, 


A name that, alas | as the world ſtands at preſent, 

makes them oftner thrown afide than taken up. As 

thoſe converſations and books ſhould be both well - 

ehoſen, to give ſome advice on that head may poſſibly 

furniſh you with a future paper, and any thing you 

thall offer on my behalf will be of great ſervice to, 
Good Mr. RaMBLER, Io 

Your Faithful Friend and Servant, vt 

BETONT TR SUNDAY: 
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Religion py Superſtition. ' A Viſion. 


[Rambler, N® 44] 


I HAD lately a very remarkable dream, which 
EK made ſoſtrong an impreflion on me, that I remem- 
ber it every word; and if you are not better employed, 
you may read the relation of it as follows. _ 
METHOUnT I was in the midfſt of a very entertain- 
ing ſet of company, and extremely delighted in attend- 
ing to a lively converſation, when on a ſudden I per- 
ceived one of the moſt ſhocking figures imagination 
can frame, advancing towards me. She was dreſt in 
black, her ſkin was contracted into athouſand wrinkles, 


her eyes deep ſunk in her head, and:her complexion 


pale and livid as the countenance of death. Her looks 
were filled with terror and unrelenting ſeverity, and 
her hands armed with whips. and ſcorpions. As ſoon 
as ſhe came near, with a horrid frown, and a voice 
that chilled my very blood, ſhe bid me follow her. 
] obeyed, and ſhe led me through rugged paths, beſet 
with briars and thorns, ;into, a deep ſolitary valley. 


Wherever ſhe paſled the fading verdure withered be- 


neath her ſteps ; her peſtilential breath infeted the 
air with malignant vapours,: obſcured the luſtre of 
the ſun, and involved the fair face of heaven in uni- 
yerſal gloom.. Diſmal howlings reſounded through 
the foreſt, from every baleful-tree the night-raven ut- 
tered his dreadful note, and the. proſpect was filled 
with deſolation and horror. - In the midſt of this tre- 
mendous ſcene my execrable guide addrefled me in 


the following manner.. 


«RETIRE with me, O raſh unthinking mortal, from 


< the vain allurements of a deceitful world, and learn 
© that pleaſure was not deſigned the portion of human 


« life. Man was born to mourn and to be wretched ; 


&« this is the condition of all below-the ſtars, and who- 
£ ever endeavours to oppoſe -it acts in contradiction to 


_ © the will of heaven. Fly then from the fatal enchant- 
# + ments 
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& ments of Youth and ſocial delight, and here con- 
« ſecrate thy. ſolitary hours to lamentation and.woe. 
« Miſery is the duty of all ſublunary beings, and 
& eyery enjoyment 1s an offence to the Deity, who is 
<& to be worſhiped only by the mortifcation of every 
<< ſenſe of pleaſure, and the everlaſting exerciſe of 
« ſighs and tears.” 

| Tr1s melancholy picture of life quite ſunk my ſpi- 
Tits, and ſeemed to annihilate every principle of joy 
within me. I threw myſelf beneath a blaſted yeugh, 
where the winds blew cold and diſmal round my head, 
and dreadful apprehenfions chilled my heart. Here [ 


| reſolved to lie till the hand of death, which I impati- 


ently invoked, ſhould put an end to the miſeries of a 
life ſo deplorably wretched. In this ſad fituation F 


* ſpied on one hand of me a deep muddy river, whoſe hea- 


vy waves rolled on in ſlow fullen murmurs.' Here I de- 
termined to plunge, and was juſt upon the brink, when 
I found myſelf fuddenly drawn back. I turned about, - 
and was ſurpriſed by the ſight of the lovelieſt object I 
had ever beheld, The moſt engaging.charms of youth 
and beauty appeared in all her form; effulgent glories 
ſparkled in her eyes, and their awful ſplendors were 
ſoftened by the gentleſt looks of ar 0257 and peace. 
At her approach, the frightful- ſpe&re, who had be- 
fore tormented me, vaniſhed away, and with her all 
the horrors ſhe had cauſed. The gloomy clouds bright- 
ened into chearful ſun-ſhine, the groves recovered 
their verdure, and the whole region laoked gay and 
blooming as the garden of Eden. TI was quite tranſ- 
ported at this unexpected change, and reviving plea- 
ſure began to glad my thoughts, when, with a look 
of inexpreflible ſweetneſs, my beauteaus deliverer 
thus uttered her divine inſtructions. | 

** My name is REL1G1ion, Iam the offspring of 
* TRUTH and Love, and the parent of BENEvo- 
*© LENCE, HoPEand Joy. That monſter from whoſe 
** power I have freed you is called SUPERSTITION, 
* ſhe is the child of DisconTEenrT, and her followers 
* are FEAR and SORROW. Thus different as we are, 
© ſhe has often the inſolence to aſſume my name and 
*© character, and ſeduces unhappy mortals to think 


* 


©. us 
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<©©.us the ſame, till ſhe, at length, drives them to the 
©* borders of DtsPAIR, that dreadful abyſs into 
*© which you were juſt going to fink. | 

*© Look round and ſurvey the various beauties of 


*< this globe, which heaven has deſtined for the ſeat-_ 


of human race, and conſider whether a world thus 
exquiſitely framed could be meant for the abode of 
miſery and pain. ' For what end has the laviſh hand 
of providence diffuſed ſuch innumerable obje&ts of 
&. delight, but that all might rejoice in the privilege 
<< of exiſtence, and be filled with gratitude to the be- 
<< neficent author of it ? Thus to enjoy the bleflings 
« he has ſent, is virtue and obedience ; and to reject 
© them merely as means of pleaſure, is pitiable ig- 
©. norance, or abſurd perverſeneſs. Infinite | goodneſs 


<« is the ſource of created exiſtence; the proper ten- ' 


« dency of every rational being, from the higheſt or- 


& derof raptured feraphs, to the meaneſt rank of men, 


« is to riſe inceſſantly from lower degrees of happi- 
© neſs to higher. "They have each faculties aſfigned 
« them for variaus orders of delights.” 

© Wrar, cried], is this the language of REeri- 
© GION? Does ſhe lead her votaries through flowery 
© paths, and bid them pats an unlaborious life? Where 
© are the painful toils of virtue, the mortifications of 
© penitents, the felf-denying exerciſes of ſaints ant 
© heroes 

« THe true enjoyments of a reaſonable being,” an- 
ſwered ſhe mildly, ©* do not conſiſt in unbounded in- 
«© dulgence, or tuxurious eaſe, in the tumult of paſ- 


Lay 


© fions, the languor of indolence, or the flutter of 


© light amuſements. Yielding to immoral pleaſure 
© corrupts the mind, living to animaland trifling ones: 
© debaſes it ; both in their degree diſqualify it for its 
© genuine good, and confign it over to wretchedneſs. 
*© Whoever would be really happy muſt make the di- 
©* ligent and regular exerciſe of his ſuperior powers 
© kis chief attention, adoring the perfeCtions of his 


© Maker, exprefling good-will to his fellow creatures, 
© cultivatinginward reCtitude. 'Tohislower faculties. 


* he muſt allow ſuch gratifications as will, by refreſh- 


* ing him, invigorate his nobler purſuits. In the. 
| | 6 regions 
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regions inhabited by angelic natures, ,unmingled 
feficity for ever blooms, joy flows there with a per- 
petual and abundant ftream,. nor needs there any 
mound to check its courſe. Beings conſcious of a 
frame of mind originally diſeaſed, as all the, human 
race -has cauſe to be, muſt uſe the regimen of a 
ſtricter ſelf-government. Whoever has been guil- 
ty of voluntary exceſſes muſt patiently ſubmit both 
to the painful workings of nature, and needful ſe- 
verities of medicine in order to his cure, Still he 
is entitled to a moderate ſhare of whatever alleviat- 
ing accommodations this fair manſion of his mer- 
citul parent affords, conſiſtent with his recovery, 
And in proportion as this recovery advances, the 
hvelieft joy will ſpring from his ſecret ſenſe of an 
amended and improving heart.—90 far from the 
horrors of deſpair is the condition even of the guil- 
ty.—Shudder, poor mortal, at the thought of that 
gulph into which thou waſt but now going toplunge. 
© WHILE the moſt faulty have every encourage- 
ment to amend, the more innocent ſoul will be ſup» 
ported with ſtill ſweeter conſolations under all its 
experience of human infirmities ; ſupported by the 
gladdening aſſurances that every ſincere endeavour 
to out-grow them, ſhall be aſfiſted, accepted and 
rewarded. To ſuch a one the lowlieſt ſelf-abaſe- 
ment 1s but a deep-laid foundation for the moſt ele- 
vated hopes; fince they who faithfully examine and 
acknowledge what they are, ſhall be enabled under 
my condudct to become what they defire. "The chriſ- 
tian and the heroe are inſeparable; and to the af- 
pirings of unaſſuming truſt, and filial confidence, 
are ſet no bounds. To him who is animated with 
a view of obtaining approbation from the ſovereign 
of the univerſe, no difficulty is inſurmountable. SG 
cure in this purſuit of every needful aid, his con- 
flict with the ſevereſt pains and trials, is littl- more 
than the vigorous exerciſes of a mind in health. His 
patient dependance on that providence which looks 
through all eternity, his ſilent reſignation, his rea- 
dy accommodation of his thourhts and behaviour 


to its inſcrutable ways, is at once the moſt excel- 


© lent 
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© lent fort of ſelf-denial, and a ſource of the moſt 
* exalted tranſports. Society is the true ſphere of 
&« human virtue. In ſocial ative life, difficulties will 
* perpetually be met with; reſtraints of many kinds 
* will be neceſſary ;- and ſtudying to behave right in 
reſpe& of theſe is a diſcipline of the human heart, 
* uſeful to others, and improving to itſelf. Suffering 
"18 no duty but where it is neceſſary to avoid guilt, 
© or to do good; nor pleaſure a crime, but where it 
& ſtrengthens the influence of bad inclinations, or 
«© Tefſens the generous activity of virtue. The happi= 
<< neſs allotted to man in his preſent ſtate, is indeed 
*© faint and low compared with his immortal proſpects 
«and noble capacities ; but yet whatever portion of 
<< it the diſtributing hand of heaven offers to each in- 
& dividual, is a needful ſupport and refreſhment for 
<< the preſent moment, ſo far as it may not hinder the 
<< attaining his final deſtination. | 
© RETURN then with me from continual miſery to 
moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity, Re- 
«© turn from the contrafted views of ſolitude to the 
_ proper duties of a relative and dependent being. Re- 
& ligion is not confined to cells and cloſets, nor re- 
* ſtrained to ſullen retirement. Theſe are the gloomy 
*« dodtrine of SUPERSTITION, which ſhe en-_ 
*© deavours to break thoſe chains of benevolence and 
< ſocial affeQion, that link the welfare of every par- 
* ticular with that of the whole. Remember that 
** the greateſt honour you can pay to the author of 
<* your being is b ſach a chearful behaviour, as diſ- 
© covers a mind fatisfied with his diſpenſations.” 
Hert my preceptreſs pauſed, and T was going to 
expreſs my acknowledgment for her diſcourſe, when 
a ring of bells from the neighbouring village, and 
'a new-riſen ſun darting his Foam through my win- 
dows, awaked me. | 
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adequate temptation would not readily be found. 
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On Lying. __[Adventurer, ING 50.] 


HEN Arfotle was once aſked, what a man 
__ could gain by uttering falſehoods ; he replied, 

& not to. be credited when he ſhall tell. the truth.” 
THrE character of a liar is at once ſo hateful and 
contemptible, that even of thoſe who have loſt their 
virtue it might be expected, that from the violation 
of truth they ſhould be reſtrained by their pride. Al- 


molt every other vice that diſgraces human nature, 
.may be kept in countenance by applauſe and aſlocia- 


tion : the corrupter of virgin innocence ſees himſelf 
envied by the men, and at leaſt not deteſted by the 


women : the drunkard may eahily unite with bein 
devoted like himſelf to noiſy merriment or filent in- 


ſenſibility, who will celebrate his victories over the 
novices of intemperance, boaſt. themſelves the com- 
panions of his proweſs, and tell with rapture of the 
multitudes whonr unſucceſsful emulation has hurried 
to the grave : even the robber and the cut-throat have 
their followers, who admire their addreſs and intre- 
piditys their ſtratagems of rapine, and their fidelity to 
the gang. A 

2g 1g and only the liar, 1s invariably and uni- 
verſally deſpiſed, abandoned, and difowned : he has 
no domeſtic confolations, which he can oppoſe to the 
cenſure of mankind, he can retire to no fraternity, 
where his crimes may ſtand in the place of virtues ; 
but is given up to the hifles of the multitude, without 
friend and without apologitt. It is the peculiar condi- 
tion of falſehood, to be equally deteſted by the good 


and bad: © The devils,” ſays Sir Thomas Brown, ** do 


«© not tell lies to one another ; for truth is neceſfar 
© toall ſocieties; nor can the ſociety of hell ſubſilt 
* without it.” ; 

_ Ir is natural to expect, that a crime thus generally 
deteſted, ſhould be generally avoided ; at leaſt that 
none ſhould expoſe himſelf to unabated and unpitied 


_ infamy, without an adequate temptation : and that to 


guilt ſo eaſily detected, and fo ſeverely puniſhed, an 


YET - 
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© lent ſort of ſelf-denial, and a ſource of the moſt 
* exalted tranſports. Society is the true ſphere of 
© human virtue. In ſocial active life, difficulties will 
© perpetually be met with; reſtraints of many kinds. 
_ ©. will be neceflary ;: and ſtudying to behave right in 
<< reſpe& of theſe is a diſcipline of the human heart, 
* uſeful'to others, and improving to itſelf. Suffering 
© 1s no duty but where it 1s neceſſary to avoid guilt, 
© or to do good; nor pleaſure a crime, but where it 
& ſtrengthens the influence of bad inclinations, or 
« leſſens the generous activity of virtue. The happi- 
© neſs allotted to man in his preſent ſtate, is indeed 
*© faint and low compared with his immortal proſpects 
«and noble capacities ; but yet whatever portion of 
** it the diſtributing hand of heaven offers to each in- 
© dividual, is a needful ſupport and refreſhment for 
©. the preſent moment, ſo far as it may not hinder the 
<<. attzining his final deſtination. 
* "RETURN then with me from continual miſery to 
moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity, Re- 
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©< turn from the contracted views of ſolitude to the 


RK proper duties of a relative and dependent being. Re- 
& HVgion is not confined to cells and cloſets, nor re- 


* ſtrained to ſullen retirement. Theſe are the gloomy 


< doftrine of SUPERSTITION, by which ſhe en- 
*© deavours to break thoſe chains of benevolence and 
*< ſocial affeion, that link the welfare of every par- 
*< ticular with that of the whole. Remember that 


** the greateſt honour you can pay to the author of 


<* your being is by ſuch a chearful behaviour, as diſ- 
covers 2 mind fatisfied with his diſpenſations.” 
- Here my preceptreſs pauſed, and I was going to 


expreſs my acknowledgment for her diſcourſe, when 


A ring of bells from the neighbouring village, and 
'a new-riſen ſun darting his beams through my win- 
dows, awaked me, 
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On Lying. - [Adventurer, N- 50.] 


VwW HEN Ari/lotle was once aſked, what a man 
_ could gain by uttering falſchoods ; he replied, 
& not to, be credited when he ſhall tell. the truth.” 

Tae character of a liar 1s at once fo hateful and 
contemptible, that even of thoſe who have loſt their 

virtue it might be expected, that from the violation 
_ of truth they ſhould be reſtrained by their pride. Al- 
molt every other vice that diſgraces human nature, 
.may be kept in countenance. by applauſe and aflocia- 
tion : the corrupter of virgin innocence ſees himſelf 
envied by the men, and at leaſt not deteſted by the 
women : the drunkard may eaſily unite with beings, 
devoted like himſelf to noiſy merriment or filent in- 
ſenſibility, who will celebrate his victories over the 
novices of intemperance, boaſt, themſelves the com- 
panions of his, proweſs, and tell with rapture of the 
multitudes whomr unſucceſsful emulation has hurried 
to the grave: even the robber and the cut-throat have 
their followers, who admire their addreſs and intre- 
pidity, their ſtratagems of rapine, and their fidelity to 
the gang. FR | 

THs liar, and only the liar, 1s invariably and uni- 
verſally deſpiſed, abandoned, and difowned : | he has 
no domeſtic confolations, which he can oppoſe to the 
cenſure of mankind, he can retire to no fraternity, 

where his crimes may ſtand in the. place of virtues ; 
but is given up to the hiſles of the multitude, without 
friend and without apologilt. It is the peculiar condi- 
tion of falſehood, to be equally deteſted by the good 
and bad: © The devils,” ſays Sir Thomas Brown, ** do 
«© not tell lies to one another ; for truth is neceſfar 
*© toall ſocieties; nor can the ſociety of hell ſubfi 
* without it.” 

IT is natural to expect, that a crime thus generally 
deteſted, ſhould be generally avoided ; at leaſt that 
none {hould expoſe himſelf to unabated and unpitied 
infamy, without an adequate temptation : and that to _ 
guilt fo eaſily deteted, and fo ſeverely puniſhed, an 
_ adequate temptation would not readily be found: 


YET 
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Yer ſo it is, that in defhance of cenſure and con- 
tempt, truth is: frequently violated ; and ſcarcely the 
45 vigilant and unremitted circumſpection will ſe- 
eure him' that mixes with mankind, from being hour- 
ly deceived by men 'of whom it can ſcarcely be ima- 
gined, that they mean any injury to him or profit to 
themſelves; even where the ſubje& of converſation 
could not have been expected to put the paſſions in 
motion, or to have excned either hope or fear, or 
zeal or malignity, ſufficient to induce any man to put 
His reputation' in hazard, - however little he might ya- 
Jue it,” or to overpower the love of truth, however 
weak might be its influence. A , 
:.-/TaE caſuifts have very diligently diſtinguiſhed lyes 
anto their ſeveral clafſes, according to their various de- 


_'grees of malignity : but they have, I think, generally 


omitted that which is moſt common, and, perhaps, 
not leaſt miſchievous; which fince the moraliſts have 
not given ita name, I ſhall diſtinguiſh as the LyE of 
VANITY, | aritha ak 
-. Tovanity may juftly be imputed moſt of the falſe- 
hoods, which every man' perceives houtly Playing up- 
on. his ear, and, perhaps, moft of thoſe that are pro- 
pagated with ſucceſs. To the lye of commerce, and 
the lye of malice, the motive is fo apparent, that they 
are ſeldom neglipently or implicitly received: ſuſpicion 
is always watchful over the practices of intereſt ; 
and whatever the hope of gain, or defire of miſchief, can 
prompt one man' to aſſert, another is by reaſons equally 
cogent incited to refute. But vanity pleaſes herſelf with 
ſuch ſlight gratifications, and looks forward to plea- 
ſure fo remotely conſequential, that her practices raiſe 
noalarm, and her ſtratagems are not ealily diſcovered. 
VANITY is, indeed, often ſuffered to paſs unpur- 
ſued by ſuſpicion ; becauſe he that would watch her 
motions, Can never be at reſt; fraud and malice are 
bounded in their influence ; ſome opportunity of time 
*and place is neceflary to their agency ; but ſcarce any 
man is abftrated one moment from his vanity ; and 
he, to whom truth affords no cations, Is gene- 
Tally inclined to ſeek them 1n falſchoods. 


« IT 
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Ir is remarked by Sir Kenelm Digby, ©* that every 
< man has adeſire to appear ſuperior to others, though 
< jtwereonly in havingſeen what they have not ſeen.” 

Such an accidental advantage, fince it neither im- 
plies merit, nor confers dignity, one would think 
ſhould not be deſired ſo much as to be counterfeited : 
yet even this vanity, trifling as it is, produces innu- 
merable narratives, all equally falſe ; but more or leſs 
credible, in proportion to the ſkill or confidence of 
the relater. How _ may a man of diffuſive con- 
verſation count among his acquaintances, whoſe lives 
have been ſignalized by numberleſs eſcapes ; who ne- 
ver croſs the river but in a ſtorm, or take a journey 
into the country without more adventures than befel 
the knight-errants of antient times in pathleſs forefts 
or enchanted caſtles! How many mult he know, to 
whom portents and prodipgies are of daily occurrence ; 
and for whom nature is rey working wonders invi- 
{ible to every other eye, only to ſupply them with 
ſubjeas of converſation |! | 

OTHERS there are that amuſe themſelves with the 
diſſemination of falſehood, at greater hazard of detec- 
tion and diſgrace ; men marked out by ſome lucky 

lanet for univerſal confidence and friendſhip, who 
have been conſulted in every difficulty, entruſted with 
every ſecret, and ſummoned to, every tranſaion : it 
1s the ſupreme felicity of theſe men, to ſtun all com- 


panies with noiſy information ; to ſtill doubt, and o- 


verbear oppolition, with certain knowledge or authen= 


tic intelligence. A liar of this kind, with a ſtrong me- 
'mory or briſk imagination, is often the oracle of an 


obſcure club, and, till time diſcovers his impoſtures, 
diCtates to his hearers with uncontrouled authority ; 
for if a public queſtion be ſtarted, he was preſent at 
the debate ; if a new faſhion be mentioned, he was 
at court the firſt day of its appearance ; if a new per- 
formance of literature draws the attention of the pub- 
lic, he has patroniſed the author, and ſeen his work 
in manuſcript; if a criminal of eminence be condemned 
to die, he often predicted his fate, and: endeavoured 
his reformation: and who chatlives at a diſtance from 
the ſcene of action, will dare to contradidt a man, 


who 
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who reports from his own eyes and ears, and to'whom 


all perſons and affairs are thus intimately known ? - 
'H1S kind of falſehood is generally ſucceſsful for a 
time, becauſe it is practiſed at firſt with timidity and 
caution ; but the proſperity of the liar is of ſhort du- 
ration ; the reception of one ſtory, is always an incite- 
ment to the forgery of another lefs probable; and he 
goes on to triumph over tacit credulity, till pride or 
reaſon riſes up againſt him, and his companions will 
_ no longer endure to ſee him wiſer than themſelves, 
IT is apparent, that the inventors of all theſe fic- 
tions intend ſome exaltation -of themſelves, and are 
led off by'the purſuit of honour from their attendance 
upon truth : their narratives always imply ſome con- 
ſequence in favour of their courage, their ſagacity, 
or their activity, their familiarity with the Jearned, or 
their reception among the great ; they are always 
| bribed by the preſent pleaſure of ſeeing themſelves ſu- 


perior to thoſe that ſurround them, and receiving the 


homage of ſilent attention and envious admiration. 
BurT vanity is. ſometimes excited to fiction by leſs 
viſible gratifications : the preſent age abounds with'a 
| race of liars who are content with the conſciouſneſs of 
falſehood, and whoſe pride is to deceive others with- 
out any gain or glory to themſelves. Of this tribe it is 
the ſupreme pleaſure to remark a lady in the playhouſe 
or. the park, and to publiſh, under the character of a 
man ſuddenly enamoured, an advertiſement in the 
news of the next day, containing a minute deſcription 
"of her perſon and her dreſs. From this artifice, howe- 
ver, no other effect can be expected, than perturba- 
tions which the writer can never ſce, and conjectures 
'of which he can never be informed : ſome miſchief, 
however, he hopes he has done; and to have done 
miſchief, is of ſome importance, He ſets his invention 
to work again, and produces a narrative of a robbery, 
or a murder, with all the circumſtances of time and 
place accurately adjuſted. "Uhis is a jeſt of greater et- 
tet and longer duration: if he fixes his ſcene at a pro- 
per diſtance, he may for ſeveral days keep a wite in 
terror for her huſband, or a mother for her fon ; and 


6 pleaſe 
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pleaſe himſelf with refleting, that by his abilities and 
addreſs ſome addition is made to the miſeries of life. 
THERE is, 1 think, an antient law in Scotland, by: 
which LEASING-MAKING. Was capitally puniſhed. [ 
am, indeed, far from defiring to 1ncreaſe in this king= 
dom the number of executions : yet 1 cannotbut think, 
that they who deſtroy the confidence of ſociety, weak- 
en the credit of intelligence, and interrupt the ſecuri. 
| ty of life; harraſs the delicate with ſhame, and per- 
ſex the timorous with alarms ; might yery properly 
i awakened to a ſenſe of their crimes, by denunciations 
of a whipping poſt or pillory : lince many are fo in- 
ſenſible of right and wrong, that they have no ſtan= 
dard of action but the law ; nor feel guilt, but as they 


dread puniſhment. 
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How far the precept to love our Enemies is pratticable, 
yp a7 [ Advent. N? 48. 


O LovE AN ENEMY, is the diſtinguiſhing cha« 
K racteriſtic of a religion, which is not of man but 
of GOD. It could be delivered as a precept only by 
Him, wholived and died to eſtabliſh it by his example, 
AT the cloſe of that ſeaſon, in which human frailty 
has commemorated ſufferings which it could not ſuſ= 
tain, a ſeaſon in which the moſt zealous deyotion can 
only ſubſtitute a change of food for a total abſtinence 
of forty days z it cannot, ſurely, be incongruous ta, 
conſider, what approaches we can make to that divine 
lave which theſe ſufferings expreffed, and how far 
man, in imitation of his SAvIouR, can bleſs thoſe 


who curſe him, and return good for evil. S 
We cannot, Indeed, behold the example but at a = 
diſtance; nor conſider it without being ſtruck with a 
ſenſe of our own dehility : every man who compares 
his life with this divine rule, inſtead of exulting in 
his own excellence, will ſmite his breaſt like the pub- 
lican, and cry out, *© GOD be merciful to me a fin- 
=_ ner !” -Thys to acquaint K with ourfelyes, mays per=- 
= | : _ haps, 
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haps, be one uſe of the precept ; but the precept can- 


not, ſurely, be conſidered as having no other, 
I xNoOw it will be faid, that our paſſions are not 


In our power : and that, therefore, a precept, to love 


% 


or to hate, is impoſfible ; for if the gratification of 
all our wiſhes was offered us to love a ſtranger as we 
love a child, we could not fulfill the condition, how- 


ever we might defire thereward, 


BuT admitting this to be true, and that we can- 
not love an enemy as we love a friend; it is yet 
equally certain, that we may perform thoſe aCtions 
which are produced by love from a i or principle : 
we may, perhaps, derive moral excellence from na- 
tural defefts, and exert our reaſon inſtead of indulg- 
ing a paſſion. If our enemy hungers we may feed 
him, and if he thirſts we may give him drink : this, 
3f we could love him, would be our conduct ; and this 


may ſtill be our condua, though to love him is im- 


flible. The CHRISTIAN will be prompted to re-. 
ieve the neceſfities of his enemy, by his love to GOD: 
he will rejoice in an opportunity to expreſs the zeal of 
His gratitude and the alacrity of his obedience, at the 


ſame time that he appropriates the promiſes and an- 


ticipates his reward. 

UT though he who is beneficent upon theſe prin- 
ciples, may in the ſcripture ſenſe be ſaid to love his 
-enemy ; yet ſomething more may ſtill be effeed : the 
paſſion itſelf in ſome degree is in our power ; we may 
riſe to a yet nearer emulation of divine forgiveneſs, 
we may think as well as a with kindneſs, and'be 

ſanQified as well in heart as in life, ey 
THovGH love and hatred are neceſſarily produced 
in the human breaſt, when the proper objeas' of 
theſe paſſions occur, as the colour of material ſub- 
Rances is neceflarily perceived by an eye before which 
they are exhibited ; yet it is in our power to change 
the paſſion, and to cauſe either love or hatred to be 
excited, by placing the fame objeCt in different cir- 
cumſtances ; as a changeable filk of blue and yellow 


| may be held fo as to excite the ideacither of yellow 


OT hue, 
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No a& is deemed more injurious, or reſented with 
greater acrimony, than the marriage of a child, eſpe- 
cially of a daughter, without the conſent of a parent : 
it is frequently conſidered as a breach of the ſtrongeſt 
and tendereſt obligations; as folly and ingratitude, 
| treachery and rebellion. By the imputation of theſe 
vices, achild becomes the object of indignation and 
reſentment : indignation and reſentment in the breaſt, 
therefore, of the parent are neceffarily excited ; and 
there can be no doubt, but that theſe are ſpecies of 
hatred. Butif the child is confidered as ſtill retaining 
the endearing ſoftneſs of a filial affeQion, as ſtill long- 
ing for reconciliation, and profaning the rites of mar- 
riage with tears ; as having been driven from the path 
of duty, only by the violence of paſſions which none 
have always reſiſted, and which many have indulged 
with much greater turpitude ; the ſame obje& that be- 
fore excited indignation and reſentment, will now be 
regarded with pity, and pity is a ſpecies of love. 
| tg FR Sf þ who reſent this breach of filial du- 
ty with implacability, though perhaps it is the only 
one. of which the offender has beer guilty, demon- 
ſtrate that they are without natural affection ; and 
that they would have proftituted their offspring, if not 
to luſt, yet to affeCtions which are equally vile and 
ſordid, the thirſt of gold, or the cravings of ambition: 
for he can never be thought to be ſincerely intereſted 
= in the felicity of his child, who when ſome of the 
= means of happineſs are loſt by indiſcretion, ſuffers 
& dis reſentment to take away the reſt. 
AMONG friends, fallies of quick reſentment are ex- 
tremely frequent. Friendſhip is a conſtant recipro- 
cation of benefits, to which the ſacrifice of private in- 
tereſt is ſometimes neceſlary : it is common for each 


0 | toſet too much value upon thoſe which he beſtows, 


and too little upon thoſe which he receives; this mu- 
& tual miſtake in ſo important an eftimation, produces 
WW mutual charges of unkindneſs and ingratitude ; each, 
= perhaps, profeſſes himſelf ready to forgive, but nei- 
ther will condeſcend to be forgiven, Pride, there- 
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fore, ſtill increaſes the enmity which it began ; the 
friend is conſidered as ſelfiſh, aſſuming, injurious and 
revengeful ; he conſequently becomes an object of 
hatred ; and while he 1s thus conſidered, to love him 
is impoſſible. But thus to conſider him, is at once a 
folly and a fault : each ought to refle&t, that he is, at 
Jeaſt in the opinion of the other, incurring the crimes 
that he imputes ; that the foundation of their enmity 
is no more than a miſtake ; and that this miſtake is 
the effec of weakneſs or vanity, which is common to 
all mankind: the character of both would then aſſume 
a very different aſpe&, love would again be excited 
by the return of its object, and each would be impa- 
tient to exchange acknowledgements, and recove 
the felicity which was ſo near being loſt. | 
Bur if after we have admitted an acquaintance to 
our boſom as a friend, it ſhould appear that we had 
miſtaken his character; if he ſhould betray our con- 
fdence, and uſe the knowledge of our affairs, which 
perhaps he obtained by offers of ſervice, to effe& our 
ruin ; if he defames us to the world, and adds perju-. 
ry to falſchood ; if he violates the chaſtity of a wife, 
or ſeduces a daughter to proſtitution ; we may {till 
conſider him in ſuch circumſtances as will incline us 
to fulfill the precept, and to regard him without the 
rancour of hatred or the fury of revenge. | 
EveRy charaQter, however it may deſerve puniſh- 
ment, excites hatred only in proportion as it appears 
to be malicious ; and pure malice has never been im- 
puted to human beings. The wretch, who has thus 
deceived and injured us, ſhould be conſidered as hav- 
ing ultimately intended, not evil to us, but good to 
himſelf. It ſhould alſo be remembered, that he has 
miſt.ken the means ; that he has forfeited the friend- 
ſhip of HiM whoſe favour is better than life, by the 
ſame conduct which forfeited ours; and that to what- 
ever view he facrificed our temporal intereſt, to that 
alſo he ſacrificed his own hope of immortality ; that 
he is now ſeeking felicity which he can never find 
and incurring puniſhment that will laſt for ever. An 
how much better than this wretch is he, in whom the 
contemplation of his condition can' excite no pity ! 
| | | _ DOure Ys 
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Strely, if ſuch an enemy hungers, we may, without 


fuppreſling an | was give him food; for who that 
ſees a criminal dragged to execution, for whatever 
crime, would refuſe him a cup of cold water? _ 

Ox the contrary, he, whom GOD has forgiven, 
muſt necc{farily become amiable to man : to conſider 
his character without prejudice or partiality, after 1t 

as been changed by repentance, is to love him ; and 
impartially to conſider it, is not only our duty but our 
intereſt. ET 

Trvs may we love our enemies, and add a digni- 
ty to our nature of which pagan virtue had no con=- 


- ception. But if to love our enemies is the glory of a 


CHRISTIAN, to treat others with coldneis, neglect 
and malignity, is rather the reproach of a fiend than 
a man. Unprovoked enmity, the frown of unkind- 
neſs, and the menaces of oppreſſion, ſhould be far 
from thoſe who profeſs themſelves to be followers of 
Him who in his life went about doing good ; who in- 
ſtantly healed a wound that was given 1n his defence ; 
and who, when he was fainting in his laſt agony, and 
treated with mockery and deriſion, conceived at once 
a prayer and an apology for his murderers; FATHER 


 FORGIVE THEM, THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY 


DO. 


SSIS SIISSIIISSSSSSSISSLHHS 
Rules for Converſation. [Guard. N? 24.] 


"J faculty of interchanging our thoughts with 


one another, or what we expreſs by the word 
Converſation, has always been repreſented by mor- 
ral writers as one of the nobleſt privileges of reaſon, 
and which more particularly ſets mankind above the 
brute part of the creation. | 
THovuGH nothing ſo much gains upon the affec- 


. tions as this extempore eloquence, which we have con - 


ſtantly occaſion for, arid are obliged to practiſe every 
day we very rarely meet with any who excel in it. 
The converſation of moſt men is diſagreeable, not 
ſo-much for want of wit and learning, as of good-breed- 
ing and diſcretion, : If 
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It. you reſolve to pleaſe, never ſpeak to gratify ang 
- particular vanity or paſſion of your own, but always 
with a deſign either to divert or inform the company. 
A man who only aims at one of theſe, is always eaſy 
.in his diſcourſe. © He is never out of humour at being 
interrupted, becauſe he confiders that thoſe who hear 
him. are the beſt judges whether what he was ſaying 
could either divert or inform them. | 

A MODEST perſon ſeldom fails to gain the good-will 
_ of thaſe he converſes with, becauſe no body envies a 
ns who does not appear to be pleaſed with him- 

Fc. * 

W & ſhould talk extremely little of ourſelves. In- 
_ deed what can we ſay? It would be as imprudent to 


diſcover our faults, as ridiculous to count over our - 


. fancied virtues. Our private and domeſtick affairs 
are no Jeſs improper to be introduced in converſation. 
What does it concern the company how many horſes 
.you keep in your tables ? Or whether your ſervant 
1s moſt knaveor fool ? | 

A MAN may equally affront the company he is in, 
by engrofling all the talk, or obſerving a contemptu- 
ous ſilence. | 

BEFORE you tell a ſtory it may be generally not 
amiſs to draw a ſhort character, and give the company 
a true idea of the principal perſons concerned in it. 
The beauty of molt things confifting not ſo much 'in 
their being ſaid or done, as in their being ſaid or done 

by ſuch particular perſon, or on ſuch a particular oc- 
caſion. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING all the advantages of youth, 
few young yak pleaſe in converſation ; the reaſon 
is, that want of experience maxes them poſitive, and 
what they ſay is rather with a deſign to pleaſe them- 
felves than any one- elſe. 


IT is certain that age itſelf ſhall make many things 

{s well enough, which would have been laughed at 
in the mouth of one much younger. | 

NoTHING, however, 1s more inſupportable to men 
of ſenſe, than an empty formal man who ſpeaks in 
proverbs, and. decides. all' controverſies. with a ſhort 
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ſentence. This piece of ſtupidity is the more unfuf- 
ferable, as it puts on the air of wiſdom. | 


A PRUDENT man will avoid talking much of any 
rticular ſcience, for which he 1s remarkably famous.- 
here is not methinks an handſomer thing faid of Mr. 

Cowley in his whole life, than that none but his inti- 


' mate friends ever diſcovered he was a great poet by his 
diſcourſe : beſides the decency of this rule, it is cer- 


tainly founded in good policy. A man who talks of 


any thing he is already famous for, has little to get, 


but a great deal to loſe. I might add, that he who 1s 


ſometimes ſilent on a ſubje& whereevery one 1s ſatisfied, 
| he could ſpeak well, will often be thought no leſs 


knowing in other matters, where perhaps he is wholly. 
ignorant. WE 

WoMEN are frightened at the name of argument, 
and are ſooner convinced by an happy turn, or witty 


expreſſion, than by demonſtration. 


WHENEVER you commend, add your reaſons for 
doing ſo; it is this which diſtinguiſhes the approba- 
tion of a man of ſenfe from the flattery of ſycophants 
and admiration of fools. Sad dts he 

RaLLERY is no Tonger agreeable than while the- 
whole company is pleaſed with it. I would leaſt of 
all be underſtood to except the perſon rallied. 

THOUGH good-humour, ſenſe and diſcretion can 
ſeldom fail to make a man agreeable, it may be no ill 
policy ſometimes to prepare yours in a particular 


manner for converſation, by looking a little farther 


than your neighbours into whatever is become a reign= 


ing ſubje&t. If our armies are beſieging a place of im- 
portance abroad, or our Houſe of Commons debating 
a bill. of conſequence at home, you can hardly fail of 


| being heard with pleaſure, if you have nicely informed 


yourſelf of the ſtrength, ſituation, and hiſtory of the 
Hrſt, or of the reafons for and againſt the latter. Iv 
will have the ſame effect if when any ſingle perſon be- 
gins to make a noiſe in the world, you can learn ſome 
of the ſmalleſt accidents in his life or converſation, 
which, though they are too fine for the obſervation of 
the vulgar, give more ſatisfaQtion to men of ſenſe, (as 
ihey are the beſt openings to. real character )-than 

4; the 
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the recital of his moſt glaring ations. I know but one 
Ul conſequence to be feared from this method, namely, 
that coming full charged into company, you ſhould re- 
folve to unload whether an handfotne opportunity of- 
fers itfelf or no, 
__ Trnovca the aſking of queſtions may plead for it- 
ſelf the ſpecious names of modeſty, and a defire of in- 
formation, it affords little pleaſure to the reſt of. the 
company who are not troubled with the ſame doubts ; 
beſides which, he who aſks a queſtion would do well 
to conſider that he lies wholly at the mercy of another 
before he receives an anfwer. 
NorTHiNG is more filly than the pleaſure ſome peo- 
ple take in what they calf « ſpeaking their minds.” A 


man of this make will ſay a rude thing for the mere 
pleafure of ſaying it, when an oppoſite behaviour, full 


-a$ innocent, might have preſerved his friend, or made 


his fortune, | 
IT is not impoſſible for a man to form to himſelf as 


exquiſite a pleaſure in complying with the humour and 


ſentiments of others, as of bringing others over to his 
_ own, ſince *tis the certain ſign of a ſuperior genius, 
"that can take and become whatever dreſs it pleaſes. 


I ſhall only add, that befides what I have here ſaid, ' 


there is ſpething which can never be learnt but in 
the company of the polite. The virtues of men are 


catching as well as their vices, and your own obſer- 


vations added to theſe, will ſoon diſcover what it 1s 
that commands attention in one man and makes you 
tired and diſpleaſed with the diſcourſe of another. 


0080000000000000000000 


The Study of HAftronomy recommended. 
WOO [Guard, N*® 169.] 


| i fair weather, when my heart is cheered, and I 
feel that iexaltation of ſpirits which reſults from 
light and warmth, joined with a beautiful proſpect of 
nature, I regard myſelf as one placed by the hand of 
God in the midſt of an ample theatre, in which __ 

| un, 
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ſun, moon and ſtars, the fruits alſo, and vegetables of 
the earth, perpetually changing their poſitions, ortheir 
aſpeQs, exhibit an elegant entertainment to the un- 
ſtanding, as well as to the eye. DO 

THUNDER and lightning, rain and hail, the painted 
bow, and the glaring comets, are decorations of this 
mighty theatre. And the ſable hemiſphers ſtudded 
with ſpangles, the blue vault at noon, the glorious 
-gildings and rich colours in the horizon, I look on 
.as ſo many ſucceflive ſcenes, ER) Ma 

WaHeEen I conſider things in this light, methinks it 18 
a ſort of impiety to have no attention to the courſe of 
nature, and the revolutions of the heavenly bodies. 
'To be regardleſs of thoſe phznomena that are placed 
within our view, on purpoſe to entertain our faculties, 


and diſplay the wiſdom and power of their Creator, is. 


-an affront to providence of the ſame kind, (I hope it 
1s not impious to make ſuch a fſimite) as it would be to 
-a good poet, to fit out his play without minding the 

'plot or beauties of it, | 
AND yet how few are there who attend to the dra- 
ma of nature, its artificial ſtructure, and thoſe admi- 
Table machines, whereby the paſſions of a philoſopher 
_ are gratefully agitated, and his ſoul affected with the 

ſweet emotions of joy and ſurprize ? | 

How many fox-hunters, and rural ſquires are to be 
found in Great Britain, who are ignorant that they 
have all this while lived on a planet; that.the ſun is 
ſeveral thouſand times bigger than the earth; and that 
there are other worlds within our view greater and 
more glorious than our own. Ay, but ſays ſome illite- 
Tate fellow, I enjoy the world, and leave others to 
contemplate it. Yes, you eat and drink, and run 
.about upon. it, that is, you-enjoy it as a brute ; but to 
enjoy it as a rational being, is to know it, to be ſenſi- 
'ble of its greatneſs and beauty, to be delighted with 
its harmony, and'by theſe refleions to obtain juſt 

ſentiments of the Almighty mind that framediit. _ 
THE man who, unembarraſſed with vulgar cares, 
Teiſurely attends to 'the flux of things-in heaven, and 
'things on earth, and obſerves :the laws by which.they 
are governed, -hath ſecuizd to himſelf an caſy and con- 
EP 5 wenieut 
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Venient ſeat, where he beholds with pleaſure all that 
paſſes on the ſtage of nature, while thoſe about him 
ace, ſome faſt aſleep, and others ſtruggling for the high- 
eſt places, or turning their eyes from the entertain- 
ment prepared by providence, to play at puſh-pin with: 
on2 anotner. | 

 W1THIN this ample circumference of. the world, 
the glorious lights that are hung on high, the meteors. 
in the middle region, the various livery of the earth, 
and the profuſion of good things that diſtinguiſh the: 
ſeaſons, yield a a which annihilates all. human 
grandeur. But when we have ſeen frequent returns of 
the ſame things, when we have often viewed the hea- 
ven and the earth in all their various array, our atten- 
tion flags and our admiration ceaſes, All the art and 
magnificence in nature could not make us pleaſed 
with the ſame entertainment, preſented a hundred 
years ſuccefively to our view. | | 
_ I am led into this way of thinking by a queſtion 
farted the other night, viz. Whether it were poſſible 
that a man. ſhould be weary of a fortunate and healthy 
courſe of life? My opinion was, that the bare repeti- 
ton of the ſame objects, abſtrafted from all other in- 
conveniencies, was fufficient to. create in our minds 
a diſtaſte of the world ; and that the abhorrence old 
men have-of death, proceeds rather from a diſtruſt of 
what may follow, than from the proſpect of loſing 
any preſent enjoyments. For (as an: antient author 
ſomewhere expreſſes it) when a man: has ſeen the 
viciffitudes of night and day, winter and ſummer, 
fpring and autumn, the returning faces of the ſeveral 
parts of nature, what is there further to detain his 
fancy here below ? 

THe ſpeCtacle indeed' is glorious, and may bear 


viewing ſeveral times. But in a very few ſcenes of 


revolving years, we feel a ety of the ſame images; 
the mind grows impatient to fee the curtain drawn,. 
and behold new ſcenes diſcloſed ; and the imagination. 

is in this life filled with. a confuſed idea of the next. 
DEearn, conſidered in this light, is no more than 
paſſing from one entertainment to another. If the 
preſent objects. are grown. tireſome and diftaſtefu], it 
- | 43 
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in order to prepare our minds for a more exquiſite 
reliſh of thoſe which are freſh and new. If the good 
things we have hitherto enjoyed are tranſient, they 
will be ſucceeded by thoſe which the inexhauftible 


power of the Deity will ſupply to eternal ages. If the 


pleaſures of our preſent ſtate are blended with: pain 
and uneaſineſs, our future will conſiſt of fincere un- 
mixed delights. Bleſſed hope ! the thought whereof. 
. turns the very imperfe&tions of our nature into oGca- 
hons of comfort and joy. | 

BuT what conſolation is left to the man who hats 
no hope or proſpect of theſe things ? View him in that 
part of life when the natural decay of his faculties 
concurs with the frequency of the ſame objeCts to 
make him weary of this world, when like a man who 
hangs upon a precipice, his preſent ſituation: is uneaſy. 
and the moment that he quits his hold, he is ſure of 
fnking into hell or annihilation. * | 

THERE 1s not any character fo hateful as tis who 
invents racks and tortures for mankind. The free- 
thinkers make it their buſineſs to introduce doubts 
perplexities and deſpair into the minds of men, and: 
according to the poet's rule,. are moſt juſtly. puniſhe> 
by their own ſchemes, | | h 


CELL EE EEE IEEE LEELEEES 
The Voyage of Life, An Allegory. [Ramb. N® 162.] 


_ IFE,” ſays Seneca, *©* is a voyage, in the pro- 
* greſs of which,. we are perpetually changing. 
© our ſcenes; we f:{t leave childhood behind us, then' 
*© youth, then the years of ripened manhood, then 
*© the better and more pleaſing part of old age ” The: 
peruſal of this paſſage, having excited in me a train 
of reflections on the ſtate of man, the inceflant fluctus 
ation of his wiſhes, the gradual change of his difſ-- 
poſition to all external objects, and the thoughtlef- 
neſs with which he floats along the {tream of time, T 
{funk into a ſlumber amidſt my meditations,. and,. on 
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- Aa {udden, found my ears filled - with the tumult of 
.- Aabour, the ſhouts of alacrity, the ſhricks of alarm, 
*the whiftle of winds, and the daſh of waters. 
'--Mr aſtoniſhment for a time repreſſed my curioſity ; 
but ſoon recovering myſelf fo far as to enquire whither 
we were going, and what was the cauſe of ſuch cla- 
mour and confuſion, I was told that they were launch- 
_ 4ng out into the ocean of life ; that we had already paſ- 
ſed the ſtreights of infancy, in which multitudes had 
periſhed, ſome by the weakneſs and fragility of their 
- \eflels, and more by the folly, perverſenefs, or negli- 


4 gence, of thoſe who undertook to fteer them; and 


that we were now on the main ſea, abandoned to the 


witds and billows, without any other means of ſecu- | 


rity, than the care of the pilot, whom it was always 
4n our power to chooſe among great numbers that 
offered their direion and affiftance. | 


firſt turnmg my eyes behind me, ſaw a ſtream flow- 
ing through flowery iſlands, which every one that 
ſailed along ſeemed to behold with pleaſure ; but no 
ſooner touched, than the current, which, though not 
. moiſy oriturbulent, was panic ioy tore bore him away. 
Beyond theſe iſlands all was darkneſs, nor could any 
'of the paſſengers deſcribe the ſhore at which he firſt 

einbarked. 92} © ts 
BEroRE me, and on each fide, was an expanſe of 
waters violetitly agitated, and covered with fo thick a 
"miſt, that the moſt perſpicacious eye could ſee but a 
little way. It appeared to be full of rocks .and whirl- 
pools, fer many ſunk unexpectedly while they were 
courting the 'gale with full fails, and inſulting thoſe 
whom they had left behind. So numerous, indeed, 
were the danpers, and ſo thick the darkneſs, that no 
caution could confer ſecurity. Yet there were many, 
who by falſe intelligence, 'betrayed their followers 
mto whirlpools, or by violence puſhed thoſe whom 

they feund intheir'way againſt the rocks. 

Tax current was invariable and inſurmountable; 
:but thotgh'it was impoſſible to ſail againſt it, or to re- 
'ttern tothe.place-that was once-paſled, yet-it was _ot fo 
| V19zent 


I THEN looked round with anxious eagerneſs : and | 
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violent as to allow no opportunities for dexterity or 
courage, ſince, though none could retreat back from 
danger, yet they might often avoid it by oblique 
direftion. ; 
__ It was, however, not very common to ſteer with 
much care or prudence ; for, by ſome univerſal infa- 
' tuation,. every man appeared to think himſelf ſafe, 
though he ſaw his conſorts every moment finking 
' round him-; and no ſooner had the waves cloſed over 
them, 'than-their fate and their miſconduct were *for- 
- gotten'; the voyage was purſued with the ſame jocund 
confidence; every man congratulated himſelf upon 
- the ſoundneſs of his veſſel, and believed himſelf able 
to ſtem the whirlpool in which his friend was ſwal- 
 Jowed, or glide over the rocks on which he' was 
daſhed ; nor was it often obſerved that the ſight of a 
wreck made any man change his courſe ; if he turned 
aſide for a moment, he ſoon forgot: the rudder, and 
left himſelf again to the diſpoſal of chance. 

T nuxs negligence did not proceed from indifference, 
or from weariheſs of their prefent condition'; for not 
one of thoſe, who thus ruſhed upon deſtruction, failed, 
when he was ſinking, to call Joudly upon his affociates 
for that help which could not now be given him; and 

many ſpent their laſt moments in cautioning others 
againſt the folly, by which they were intercepted in 
the midſt of their courſe. Their benevolence was 
ſometimes praiſed, but their admonitisns were unre- 
. :garded, | ra SAE vw | 
Txt veſſels, in which he hadembarked, being con- 
'feſſedly unequal to the turbulence of the ſtream of life, 
"were viſibly impaired in the courſe of the voyage; fo 
that every paſſenger was certain, that how long ſoever 
-he might, by favourable accidents, or by inceflant vi- 
pilance, be preſerved, he muſt fink at laſt. < 
_ Tris neceſſity of periſhing might have been expec- 
ted'to ſadden the gay, and intimidate the daring, at 
leaſt to keep the melancholy and timorous in perpetual 
torments, and hinder them from any enjoyment of the 
varieties and gratifications which nature offered them 
as the ſolace of their labours; yet in effe& none'ſfſeem- 
ed lefs to expect deſtruCtion than thoſe to whom it was 


moſt 
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moſt dreadful ; they all had the art of concealing their 
danger from themſelves; and thoſe who knew their 
inability to bear the ſight of the terrors-that embar- 
 rafſed their way, took care never to look forward, but 
-found ſome amuſement for the preſent moment, and 

enerally entertamed themſelves by playing with 

ons; who was the conſtant aflociate of the voyage 
© 117e, 


YET all that HoyPe ventured to promiſe, even to: 


thoſe whom ſhe favoured: moſt, was, not that they 
fhould eſcape, but that they ſhould fink laſt ; and with 
this promiſe every one was ſatisfied, though he laughed 


at the reſt for ſeeming to believe it. Hope, indeed, 


apparently mocked the credulity of her companions; 
for in proportion as their veſſels grew leaky, ſhe re- 


_ doubled her aſſurances of ſafety ; and none were more 


buſy in making proviſions for along voyage, than they, 
whom all but themſelves ſaw likely to periſh ſoon by 
wHreparable decay. 


Ix the midſt of the current of life was the gulph of | 


 InTEMPERANCE, a dreadful whirlpool, interſperſed. 
with rocks, of which the pointed crags were concea]- 
ed under water, and the tops covered with herbage, 


on which EAS8E fpread couches of repoſe, and with. 


Saves where PLEASURE watbled the ſong of invita- 
on. Within fight of theſe rocks all who ſailed on: 
the ocean of life muſt naceoeny paſs. REAsoN, 
indeed, was always at hand to 

through a narrow out-let by which they might eſcape; 
.but very few could, by: her intreaties or remonſtran- 
ces, be induced to put the rudder into her hand, with- 


out ſtipulating that ſhe ſhould approach ſo-near unto 


the rocks of PLEASURE, that they might ſolace them- 
ſelves with a ſhort enjoyment of that delicious region, 
after which: they always determined to purſue their 
courſe without any other deviation. | 
RE ASON was too often prevailed upon ſo far by theſe 
promiſes, as to venture her charge within the eddy of 
the gulph of INTEMPER ANCE, where, indeed, the cir- 
eumvolution was weak, but yet interrupted the courſe 
of the veſſel, and drew it, by inſenfible rotations, to- 
wards ths centre... She then repented her temerity, ung 
- | Wil 


cer the paſſengers. 
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with all her force endeayoured to retreat ; but the: 
draught of the gulph was generally too ſtrong to be 
overcome; and the paſſenger, having danced in circles 
with a pleaſing and giddy velocity, was at laſt over- 
whelmed and loſt. "Thoſe few whom REAaso0N.was 
able to extricate, generally ſuffered ſo many ſhocks: 
upon the points which ſhot out from the rocks of 
PLEASURE, that they were unable to: continue their 
courſe with the ſame ſtrength and facility as before, 
but floated along timoroully and feebly, endangered. 
by every breeze, and ſhattered by every ruffle of the 
water, till they ſunk, by. ſlow degrees, after long 
ſtruggles, and innumerable expedients, always re- 
' Pining at their own folly, and warning. others againſt 
the farſt approach to the gulph of INTEMPERANCE. 

THERE were artiſts who profeſſed to repair the 
breaches and ſtop the leeks of the veſlels. which had 
been ſhattered on the rocks of PLEASURE. Many 
_appeared to have great confidence in their {kill, and 
ſome, indeed, were preſerved by it fram faking, who. 
had received only a fingle blow ;; but I remarked that. 
few veſlels laſted long which had been much repaired, 
nor was it found that the artiſts themſelves. continued 
afloat longer than.thoſe who had leaſt of their affiſt- 
ance. 

THs only advantage, which, in. the voyage of life, 
the cautious had above the negligent, was, that they 
funk later,. and more ſuddenly ; for they paſſed for-- 
ward till they had fometimes ſeen all thoſe in whoſe 
company they had iſſued from the {treights of infancy, 
periſh in the way, and at.laſt were overſet by. a croſs 
Dreeze, Without the toil of reſiſtance, or the anguiſh. 
of expectation. But ſuch as. had often fallen again& 
the rocks of PLEASURE, commonly ſubſided by ſen— 
ible degrees, contended long with the encroaching 
waters, and harraſled theraſelves by labours that ſcarce 
HoPE herſelf could flatter with ſucceſs. 

As I was looking upon the various fate of the mul- 
tude about me, I was ſuddenly alarmed with an ad- 
monition from ſome unknown Power. *© Gaze.not 
** idly upon others when thou thyſelf art ſinking. 
* Whence is this thoughtlels tranquillity, when th 

| | 66 , 
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<% and they are equally endangered!” I looked and 
ſeeing the gulph of INTEMPERANCE before me, 
ftarted and awaked. 


IINIDE IDES RIDERS ICH IDE IDE 
On the Deſire of Gain. ([Ramb. N® 131.] 


* HERE is ſcarcely any ſentiment in which, amid{t 
the innumerable varieties of inclination that 
nature or accident have ſcattered in the world, we 
find greater numbers concurring than in the wiſh for 
Tiches ; a wiſh:indeed ſo prevalent that it may be con- 
ſidered as univerſal and tranſcendental, as:the deſire im 
which all other defires are included, and of which the 
various purpoſes which aCtuate mankind are only 
ſubordinate ſpecies and different modifications. | 
WEALTH is indeed the general center of inclina- 
tion, the point to which all minds preſerve an invari- 


able tendency, and from which they afterwards di- 
verge in numberleſs directions. W hateyer 1s the re- 


mote or ultimate deſign, the immediate care is to be 
rich; and in whatever enjoyment we intend finally 
to acquieſce, we ſeldom conſider it as attainable but 
by the means of money. Of wealth therefore all una- 
-mimouſly confeſs the value, nor is there any difagree- 
ment but.about the uſe. | 
No defire can be formed which riches do not affiſt 
us to gratify, He that places his happineſs in ſplendid 
equipage or-numerous dependents, in refined praiſe or 
-popular acclamations, in the accumulation of curioſt- 
ties or the revels of luxury,-in ſplendid edifices or wide 
plantations, muſt {till either by birth or acquiſition 
poſſeſs riches. They may be conſidered ag the ele- 
mental principles of pleaſure, which may be com- 
bined with endleſs diverſity; as the eſſential and ne- 


ceſlary ſubſtance, of which only the form is left to be 


adjuſted by choice. 

THe -neceflity of riches being thus apparent, it is 
not wonderful that almoſt every mind has been em- 
ployed in-endeavours to acquire them ; that pats 6:0 
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have vied with each other in arts by which life is 
furniſhed with accommodations, and which therefore 
mankind may reaſonably be expected to reward. —__ 

IT had indeed been happy, if this predominant ap- 
-petite had operated only in concurrence with virtue, 
y influencing none but thoſe who were zealous to 
deſerve what rhey were eager to poſlefs, and had abi- 
lities to improve their own fortunes by contributing 
to the eaſe or happineſs of others. T's have riches 
and to have merit would then have been the ſame, 
and ſucceſs might reaſonably have been conſidered as 
a proof of excellence. 


| Bur we do not find that any of the wiſhes of men 


keep 'a ftated proportion to their powers of 'attain= 
ment. Many envy and defire wealth, who can never 
procure it by honeſt induſtry or ufeful knowledge. 

hey therefore turn their eyes about to examine what 


other methods can be found of gaining that which 


none, however impotent or worthleſs, will be con- 
tent to want, | | 

A LITTLE enquiry will diſcover that there are nearer 
ways to profit than through the intricacies of art, or 
up the ſteeps of labour ; that what wiſdom and virtue 
ſcarcely receive at the cloſe of life, as the recompence 
of long toil and repeated efforts, is brought within the 
Teach of ſubtilty and diſhoneſty by more expeditious 
and compendious meaſures : that the wealth of cre- 
dulity is an open prey to falſehood ; and that the poſ- 
ſeſſions of ignorance and imbecility are eaſily ſtolen 
ay by the conveyances of ſecret artifice, or ſeized 
by the gripe of unrefiſted violence. | 

IT 1s likewiſe not hard to diſcover, that riches al- 
ways procure protection for themſelves, that they 


dazzle the eyes of enquiry, divert the celerity of pur- 


ſuit, or appeaſe the ferocity of vengeance. When any 
man 1s inconteſtably known to have large poſſeſſions, 
very few think it requiſite to enquire by what practices 
they were obtained ; the reſentment of mankind rages 
only againft the ſtruggles of feeble and timorous cor- 
ruption, but when it has ſurmounted the firſt oppoſi- 


_ tion, 4t is afterwards ſupported by favour, and ani- 


mated by applauſe. 
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_ THz proſpect of gaining ſpeedily what js ardently 
. deſired, and the certainty of obtaining by every acceſ- 
ſion of advantage an addition of ſecurity, have ſo far 
prevailed upon the paſſions of mankind, that the peace 
of life is deſtroyed by a general and inceſſant ſtruggle 


for riches. It is obſerved of gold, by an old epigram- 


matiſt, that #9 have it 1s to be in fear, and to want it is 
.zo be in ſorrow, There is no condition which is not 
diſquieted either with- the care of gaining or of keep- 
ing money ; and the race of man may be divided in 
.a political eſtimate between thoſe who are praQtiſing 
fraud, and thoſe who are repelling it. 

IF we conſider the preſent ſtate of the world, it will 
be found, that all confidence is loſt among mankind, 
that no man ventures to act where money can be en- 
dangered upon the faith of another. It is impoſlible 
to ſee the long ſcrolls in which every contract is inclu- 
ded, with all their appendages of ſeals and atteſtation, 

without wondering at the depravity, of thoſe deNgs, 
who muſt be reſtrained from violation of promiſe by 
ſuch formal and public evidences, and precluded fron 
equivocation and ſubterfuge by ſuch punCtilious mj- 
nuteneſs. Among all- the ſatires to which folly and 
wickedneſs have given occaſion, none is equally ſe- 
vere with a bond or a ſettlement. 

OF the various arts. by which riches may be ob- 
tained, the greater part are at the firſt view irreconcile- 
able with the. laws of virtue ; fome are openly flagi- 
tious, and practiſed not- only in negle, but in de- 
Hance of faith and juſtice ; and the reft are on every 
fide ſo entangled with dubious tendencies, and ſo beſet 
with perpetual temptations, that very few, even of 
thoſe who are not yet abandoned, are able to preſerve 
their innocence, or can produce any other claim to 
arp than that they have deviated from the right 

eſs than others, and have ſooner and more diligently 
endeavoured to return. 

ONE of the chief charaQeriſticks of the golden age, 
- of the age in which neither care nor danger had in- 
truded on mankind, is the community of poſſeſſions : 
fſrife and fraud were totally excluded, and every tur- 
bulent paſſion was ftilled, by plenty and SqonREs 
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Such were indeed happy times, but ſuch times can re- 
turn no more. Community of poſſeſſion muſt always 
include ſpontaneity of production ; for what 1s only to 
be obtained by labour, muſt be of right the property 
of him by whoſe labaur it is gained. And while a 
rightful claim to pleaſure or toaMuence muſt be procu- 
red either by flow induſtry or uncertain hazard, there 
will always be multitudes whom cowardice or 1impa- 
tience will incite to more ſafe and more ſpeedy me- 
thods, who will ſtrive. to pluck the fruit without 


cultivating the tree, and to ſhare the advantages of 


victory, without partaking the danger of the battle. 
In later ages, the convition of danger to which 

virtue is expoſed while the mind continues open to the 
influence of riches, has determined many to vows, of 
'perpetual poverty ; they bave ſuppreſied defire by cut- 
ting. off the poſſibility of gratification, and ſecured 
their peace by deſtroying the enemy whom they had 
no hope of reducing to quiet ſubjection. But by de- 
| barring themſelves from. evil, they have reſcinded 

many opportunities of good.; they have too often ſunk 
Into inactivity and uſeleſineſs; and though they have: 
 forborne to injure ſociety, have not full 
-contributions to its: happineſs. | | 
WHILE riches are ſo neceſlary to preſent conye- 

nience, and fo much more eaſily obtained by crimes. 
than virtues, the mind can only be ſecured from yield- 
ing to the continual impulſe of covetouſneſs by the 
 preponderation of unchangeable and eternal motives. 
Gold will generally turn the intelle&ual balance, 
when weighed only againſt reputation ;z but will be 
light and ineffeQtual when the oppoſite ſcale is charged 
with juſtice, veracity, and piety. 
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Piliteneſs a neceſſary Auxiliary to Knowledge and Virtue. 
pe: CO ts [Advent. N* 87.F 


HERE are many accompliſhments which, 

ute they are comparatively trivial, and may 

be acquired by ſmall abilities, are yet of great impor- 
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og THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
tance in our common intercourſe with men. - Of this 
kind is that general courteſy, which is called Goop 
BREEDING, a name, by which, as an artificial ex- 
cellence, it - is at once characteriſed and recom- 
mended. | 
. Goop Breeding, as it is generally employed in the 
onticn of vanity, apaſhon almoſt univerſally. pre- 
ominant, is more highly prized by the majority than 
any other; and he who wants it, though he may be 
preſerved from contempt by inconteſtible ſuperiority 
either of virtue or of parts, will yet be regarded with 
malevolence, and avoided as an enemy with whom it 
is dangerous to combat. | | 
In Gn inſtances, indeed, the enmity of others 
cannot be avoided without the participation of guilt; 
but then it is the enmity of thoſe, with whom neither 
virtue nor wiſdom can deſire to aifociate: and good 
breeding may generally be praiſed upon more eaſy 


and more honourable terms, than acquieſcence in the 


detraQtion of malice or the adulation of ſervility, the 
obſcenity of a letcher, or the blaſphemy of an infide]. 


ifagreeable truths may be ſuppreſſed; and when | 


they. can be ſupprefſed without guilt, they cannot in- 
nocently:be uttered/5/-the boaſt of vanity may be 
ſuffered without ſevere reprehenfion, and the prattle 
of abſurdity may be heard without expreſſions of con- 
IT happens, indeed, ſomewhat unfortunately, that 
the practice of good breeding, however neceflary, is 
obſlrufted by the poſſeflion of more valuable talents ; 
and that rome integrity, delicacy, ſenſibility, and 
Fpirit, exalt 
quently render men il]-bred. 
- PETRARCH relates, that his admirable friend and 
cofemporary, Dante Al:zgher:i, one of the moſt exalted 
and original geniuſes that ever appeared, being ba- 
niſhed his country, and = retired to the courtof 
a prince, which was then the ſanctuary of the unfor- 
tunate, was held at firſt in great eſteem ; but became 


daily leſs acceptable to his patron, by the ſeverity of 


his-manners and the freedom of his ſpeech. There were 


_ at the ſame court many players and buffoons, game- 


ſters 


ed genius, and extenſive learning, fre- | 
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ſters and debauchees, one of whom, diſtinguiſhed 
for his impudence, ribaldry, and obſcenity, was greatly 
careſſed by the reſt ; which the prince ſuſpeting Dante 
not to be pleaſed with, ordered the man to be brought 
before him, and having highly extolled him, turned. to 
Dante and ſaid, ** I wonder that this perſon, who is 
« by. ſome deemed a fool, and by others a madman, 
< ſhould yet be ſo generally pleaſing, and ſo gene- 
« rally beloved ; when you, who are celebrated for 
& wiſdom, are vet heard without pleaſure and com- 
& mended without friendſhip.” © You would ceaſe 
& to wonder, replied Dante, if you conſidered, that 
« a conformity of character is the ſource of friend- 
«© ſhip.” This ſarcaſm, which had all the force of 
truth, and all the keennefs of wit, was intolerable; and 
Dante was immediately diſgraced and baniſhed. | 

 BurT by this anſwer, though the indignation which 


produced it was founded in virtue, Dante probably 


gratified his awn vanity, as much as he mortifed that 
of others : it was the petulant reproach of reſent- 
ment and pride, which is always retorted with rage ; 
and not the ſtill voice of REAsoN, which is hear 
with complacency and reverence : if Dante intended 
reformation, his anſwer was not wiſe ; if he did not 
intend reformation, his anſwer was not good. 53h 
. GREAT delicacy, ſenſibility, and penetration, -da 
not leſs obſtruct the practice of good breeding than 
integrity. [Perſons thus qualified, not only diſcover 
proportionably more faults and failings in the charac- 
ters which they examine, but are more diſguſted with 
the faults and failings which they diſcover : the com- 
mon topics of converſation are too trivial to engage 


their attention ; the various turns of fortune that have. 


lately happened at a game at whiſt, the hiſtory of a 
ball at Tun 

Jewels and Lady Kitty's vapours, the journals of a 
horſe-race or a cock-match, and diſquiſitions on the 
game-act or the ſcarcity of partridges, are ſubjecs 
upon which men of delicate taſte do not always chuſe 
to declaim, and on which they cannot patiently hear 


the declamation of others. But they ſhould remem- 


ber, that their impatience is the impotence of reaſon 
EC and 


ridge or Bath, a deſcription of lady Fanny's- 
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and the prevalence of vanity ; that if they' ſit filent 
_ and reſerved, wrapped up in the contemplation of - 


their own dignity, they will in their turn be deſpiſed ' 
and hated by thofe whom they hate and deſpiſe ; and 
with better reaſon, for perverted power ought to be 


more odious than debility. "To hear with patience, 


and to anſwer with civility, feems to comprehend , 
all the good breeding of converſation ; and in pro- 
portion as this is eaſy, ſilence and inattention are. 


without excuſe. 


Hex, who does not practiſe good breedi ng, will not 


find himſelf conſidered as the object of good breeding 


by others. There is, however, a ſpecies of ruſticity, 


_ which it 1s not leſs abſurd than injurious to treat with 


contempt : this ſpecies of ill rode ep”. be become almoſt 
proverbially the charaQteriftic of a ſcholar z nor ſhould 
it be expected, that he who is deeply attentive to an 
abſtruſe ſcience, or who employs any of the three / 
great faculties of the foul, the memory, the imagina- 
tion, or the judgment, in the cloſe purſuit of their ſe- 
veral objeas, ſhould have ſtudied puntilios of 'form 


and ceremony, and be equally able to ſhine at a route 


and in the ſchools. That the bow of a chronologer, 
and- the compliment of an aſtronomer, ſhould be. 
improper or uncouth, cannot be thought ſtrange' 
to thoſe, who duly confider the narrowneſs of our. 
faculties, and the impoſſibility of attaining univerſal 


- excellence. | 


SLEALLY excuſable, for the ſarmg reaſons, are 
that abſence of mind, and that forgetfulneſs of place 
and perſon to which ſcholars are ſo frequently ſub- 


jet. When Lewis XIV. was one day lamenting 
the death of an old comedian whom he highly ex- 


tolled, ©* Yes,” replied Bo:/eau, in the preſence of 
madam. Ma:intenon, * he performed tolerably well in 
«© the deſpicable pieces of Scarron, which are now 
<< deſervedly forgotten even in the provinces.” _ 
As every condition of life, and every turn of mind, 
has ſome peculiar temptation and propenſity to evil, 
let not the man of uprightneſs and honeſty be moroſe 
and ſurly in his practice of virtue ; let not him, whoſe 


delicacy and penetration diſcern with diſguſt thoſe 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 9 
imperfeQions in others from which he himſelf is not 
free, indulge perpetual peeviſhneſs and diſcontent ; 
nor let learning and knowledge be pleaded as an ex- 
cuſe for not condeſcending to the common offices and 
duties of civil life : for as no man ſhould be weLL- 
BRED,' at the expence of his VIRTUE; no man 
ſhould practiſe virtue, ſo as to deter others from Im1- 
TATION, 


a erdand 


3H Zaleneſs incapable of Felicity. Story of NzD FromH. : 
3 [Advent. N? 94.] 
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C7 OU have ſomewhere diſcouraged the hope of 
 idleneſs by ſhewing, that whoever compares the 
number of thoſe who have poſleſſed fortuitous ad- 
WW vantages, and of thoſe who have been diſappointed - 
WE in their expecations, will have little reaſon to regiſ- 
W ter himſelf in the lucky catalogue. | 
BurT as we have ſeen thouſands ſubſcribe to a raffle, 
=& of which one only could obtain the prize ; ſo idleneſs 
== will ſtill preſume to hope, if the advantages, how- 
ever improbable, are admitted to lie within the bounds. 
of poſſibility, Let the drone, therefore, be told, that 
if by the error of fortune he obtains the ſtores of the 
bee, he cannot enjoy the felicity ; that the honey 
which is not gathered by induftry, will be eaten 
without reliſh, if it is not waſted in riot ; and that 
all who become poſſeſſed of the immediate obje&t of 
= their hope without any efforts of their own, will be 
== diſappointed of enjoyment. | 
& o life can be happy, but that which is ſpent in 
the proſecution of ſome purpoſe to which our powers 
are ey and which we, therefore, proſecute with 
{ſucceſs : for this reaſon it is abſurd to dread buſineſs, 
upon pretence that it will leave few intervals to plea- 
ſure, Buſineſs is that by which induſtry purſues its 
purpoſe, and the purpoſe of induſtry is ſeldom dif- 
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appointed ; he who endeavours to.arrive at a certain 
point, which he perceives himſelf perpetually to ap- 
proach, enjoys al! the happineſs which nature has 
allotted to thoſe hours, that are not ſpent in the im- 
mediate gratification of appetites by which our own 
wants are indicated, or of affetions by which we are 
prompted to ſupply the wants of others, The end 

prapoſed by the buſy, is various as their temper, 
conſtitution, habits, and circumftanees : but in the 
labour itſelf is the enjoyment, whether it be purſued 
to ſupply the neceſlaries or the conveniencies of life, 
whether to cultivate a farm or decorate a palace; for 
when the palace is decorated, and the barn filled, 
the pleaſure is at an end, till-the abjeR of deſire is 
again placed at adiſtance, and our powers are again 
employed to obtain it with apparent ſucceſs. Nor is 
the value of life leſs, than if our enjoyment did not 
thus conſiſt in anticipation z for by anticipation, the | 
pleaſure which would otherwiſe be contracted within 

an haur, is diffuſed through a week; and. if the | 
dread which Toeaprntes future evi},.is confeſſed to be 8 
an increaſe of miſery, the hope which magniftes fu- 
ture good cannot be denied to be an acceſhon of hap-. 
1NC S, | 
f THe moſt numerous claſs of thoſe who preſume to 
hope for miraculous advantages, is, that of gameſters.. 
But by gameſters, I do not mean the gentlemen who 
ſtake an eſtate, againſt the cunning of thoſe who have 
none ; for Ileaye the cure of lunatics to the profeſlors 
of phyfic : I mean the diffolute and indigent, who in 
the common phraſe put themſelves in fortune's way, 
and expect from her bounty that which they > Tos + 
deſire, -and yet believe to be too dearly purchaſed by 
diligence and induſtry ; tradeſmen who neglect their 
buſineſs, to ſquander in faſhionable follies more than 
it can produce; and ſwaggerers who rank themſelves 
with puvemen, merely becauſe they have no buſineſs 
tqQ purive. 5, 
HE gameſter of this claſs will appear to be equally 
aver whether his hope be fulfilled or diſappoint- 
ed; the objet of it depends upon a contingency, 
over which he has no- influence ; hg purſues no Any 
| c 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 9gy 
ofe with gradual and perceptible ſucceſs, and, there- 
ou cannot enjoy the pleaſure which ariſes from the 
anticipation of its accompliſhment ; his mind 1s per- 
petually on the rack ; he is anxious in proportion to 
the eagerneſs of his defire, and his inability to effect 
it ; to the pangs of ſuſpenſe, ſucceed thoſe of diſ- 
appointment ; and a momentary gain only embitters 
the loſs that follows. Such is the life of him, who 
ſhuns buſineſs becauſe he would ſecure leiſure for en- 
joyment ; except it happens againſt the odds of 2 
million to ane, that a run of ſucceſs puts him into 
the poſſeſſion of a ſum ſufficient to ſubſiſt him in idle- 
neſs the remainder of his life: and in this caſe, the 
idleneſs which made him wretched while he. waited 
for the bounty of fortune, will neceſlarily keep him 
wretched after it is beſtowed ; he will find that in the 
gratification of his appetites he can fill but a ſmall 
portion of his time, and that theſe appetites theme» 
ſelves are weakened by every attempt to increaſe the 
enjoyment, which they were intended to ſupply ; he 
will, therefore, either'doze away life in a kind of lift= 
leſs indolence which he deſpairs to exalt into felicity, 
or he will imagine that the good he wants is to be ob- 
tained by an increaſe of his wealth, by a larger houſe, 
a more ſplendid equipage, and a more numerous re - 
tinue, 1f with this notion.he has again recourſe ta. 
the altar of fortune, he will either be undeceived b 
a'new ſeries of ſucceſs, or he will be reduced to his 
original indigence by the loſs of that which he knew 
not how to enjoy : it this happens, of which there is 
the higheſt degree of probability, he will inſtantly 
become more.wretched in proportion as he was rich ; 
though, while he was rich, he was not more happy 
In proportion as he had been poor. Whatever is won, 
13 reduced by experiment to its intrinſic value ; what- 
ever is loſt, is heightened by imagination to more, 
Wealth is no ſooner diſlipated, than its inanity is for- 
gotten, and it is regretted as tne means of happineſs 
which it was not found to afford. "The gameſter, there- 
fore, of whatever claſs, plays againſt manifeſt odds ; 
fince that which he wins he diſcovers to be braſs, 
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'58 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
and that which he loſes he values as gold. And it 
Thould alfo be remarked, that in this eftimate of his 

life, I have not ſuppoſed him to loſe a ſingle ſtake 
- Which he had not eſt won. _ | [FE 
\ BuT though gaming in general is wiſely prohibited 
by the legiſlature, as produftive not only of private 
'but of*public evil ; yet there is one ſpecies to which | 
all are ſometimes invited, which equally encourages | 
et hope of idleneſs, and relaxes the vigour of in- 

uſtry. | h | 
p Nev FRoTH, who had bcen ſeveral years butler 
in a family of diſtintion, having faved about four 
-hundred pounds, took a little houſe in the ſuburbs, 
and laid in a ſtock of liquors,.for which he paid ready 
money, -and which were, therefore, the beſt of the 
kind.” Ned perceived his trade increaſe; he purſued 
Ir with freſh alacrity, he exulted in his fuccefs, and 
the joy of his heart ſparkled in his countenance : But 
it happened that Ne, in the midſt of his happineſs and 
proſperity, was prevailed upon to buy a lottery ticket. 

he moment his hope was fixed upon an object which 
induſtry could not obtain, he determined to be induſ\- 
trious no longer : to draw drink for a dirty and boiſ- 
terous rabble, was a ſlavery to which he now ſubmitted 
' with reluctance, and he longed for the moment in 
which he ſhould be free : inſtead of telling his ſtory, 
and cracking his joke for the entertainment of his 
cuſtomers, he received them with indifference, was 
bbſerved 'to be ſilent and ſullen, and amuſed himſelf 
by going three or four times a day to ſearch the regiſter 
of fortune for the ſucceſs of his ticket. 

In this diſpoſition Ned was fitting one morning in 

the corner of a bench by his fire-ſide, wholly ab- 
ſtrafted in the contemplation of his future fortune; 
indulging this moment the hope of a mere poſlibility, 
and the next ſhuddering with the dread of lofing the 
felicity which his fancy had combined with the pol- 
ſeſſion of ten thouſand pounds. A man well dreſſed en- 
tered haſtily, and enquired for him of his gueſt, who 
- many times called him aloud by his name, and curſt him 
. for hisdeafneſs and ſtupidity, before Ned ſtarted up as 
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from a dream, and aſked with a fretful impatience 
what they wanted. An affected confidence of being 
well received, and an air of forced jocularity in the 
ſtranger, gave Ned ſome offence ; but the next mo- 
ment he catched him in his arms in a tranſport of joy, 
upon receiving his congratulation as proprietor of the 
fortunate ticket, which had that morning been drawn 
a prize of the firſt claſs. 

oo was not, however, long, before Ned diſcovered 
that ten thouſand pounds did not bring the felicity 
which he expected ; a diſcovery, which generally pro- 
duces. the dipation of ſudden affluence by prodiga- 
lity. Ned drank, and whored, and hired lng and 
bought fine cloaths ; he bred riots at Yauxhall, treated 
flatterers, and. damned plays. But ſomething was {till 
wanting ; and he reſolved to ſtrike a bold troke, and 
attempt to double the remainder of his prize at play, 
that he might live in a palace and keep an equipage : 
but in. the executian of this project, he loſt the whole 
produce of his lottery ticket, except five. hundred 
pounds , in Bank notes, which when he would have 
ſtaked he. could not find. "This ſum was more than 
' that which had eſtabliſhed him in the trade: he had 
left ; and yet, with the power of returning to a ſtation 
that was once the utmoſt of his ambition, and of re- 
newing that purfuit which alone had made him 
happy, ſuch. was the pungency of his regret, that in 
the deſpair of recovering the money which he knew 
had produced nothing but riot, diſeaſe, and vexation, 
he threw himſelf from the bridge into the Thames. 
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Fortitude founded upon the fear of God. 
$o [Guardian, N* 117,] 


FF OOKING over the late edition of Monſieur 
; Botleau's works, I was very -much pleated with 
the article which he has added to his notes on the 
tranflation of Longinus. He there teils us, that the 
ſublime in writing riſes either from the nobleneſs of 
the thought, rhe magnificence of the words, or the 
| harmonious and lrvely turn-of the-phraſe, and:that the 
perfe&t ſublime arifes from all theſe three in conjunc- 
tion together. 'He produces an inſtance of this perfe& 
ſublime in four verſes from the -Athalia of Monſieur 
Racine. When Abner, one of the chief officers of the 


court, repreſents to Foad the high-prieſt, that thequeen Þ , 


was incenſed againſt him, the high-prieft, not in the 
leaft terrified at the news, returns this anſwer. 


Celui qui met un frein 2 la fureur des flots, 

Scait auffi des mechans arreter les complots. 

Soumis avec reſpect a ſa volonte ſainte. | 

Je crains Dieu, cher Abner, & wai point d'autre 
: crainte, | | 


&« He who ruleth the raging of the ſea, knows alſo 
©« how to check the deſigns of the ungodiy. I ſubmit 
<< myſelf with reverence to his holy will. O Abner, 


<< I fear my God, and I fear none but him.”. Such 


a thought gives no leſs a ſublimity to human nature, 
than it does to good writing. This religious fear, when 
it is produced by juſt apprehenſtons of a divine power, 
naturally overlooks all human greatneſs that ſtands in 
competition with it, and extinguiſhes every other 
terror that can ſettle itſelf in the heart of man; it 
lefſens and contracts the figure of the moſt exalted 
- perſon : it diſarms the tyrant and executioner, and re- 
preſent to our minds the moſt enraged and the moſt 
-powertul as altogether harmleſs and impotent. 

PF 'THERE is no true fortitude which is not founded 


"upon this fear, as there is no other principle of fo 
ſettled 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 1a 
ſettled and fixed a nature, Courage that grows from 
conſtitution very often. forſakes a man when he has 
occaſion for it; and when it is only a kind of inſtinct 
in the ſoul, breaks out on all occaſions without judg- 
ment or diſcretion. That courage which proceeds 
from the ſenſe of our duty, and from the fear of of- 
fending him that made us, acts always in an uniform 


manner, and according to the dictates of right reaſon. - 


WHAT can the man fear, who takes care in all 
his ations to pleaſe a Being that is omnipotent ? A. 
Being whois able to cruſh all his adverfarzes? A Being 
that can divert any misfortune from befalling him, or 
turn any ſuch misfortune to his advantage? The per- 
ſon who lives with this conftant and: habitual regard 
to the great ſuperintendant of the world, is indeed 
fure that no real evil can come into his lot. Bleſſings 
may appear under the ſhape of pains, loſſes, and dif- 


appointments, but.let him have patience, and he will 


jce them in their proper figures. Dangers may threaten 
him, but he may ret f{atished that they will either not 
reach him, or that, if they do, they will be the in- 
{truments of:good to him. In ſhort, he may look 
upon all crofies and accidents, ſufferings and afflic- 
tions, as means which -are made uſe of to. bring h m 
to happineſs. This is even the worſt of that mar.'s 
condition whoſe mind is poſi:iſed with the habi.ual 
fear of which I am now ſpeaking. But it very often 


happens, that thoſe which appear evils in our own 


eyes, appear alſo as ſuch to him who has human na- 
ture under his care, in which caſe they are certainly 


averted from the perſon who has made himſelf, by this 


virtue, an object of divine favour. Hiſtories are full 
of inſtances of this nature, where men of virtue have 
had extraordinary eſcapes out of ſuch dangers as have 
incloſed them, and which have ſeemed inevitable. 
THERE is no example of this kind in pagan hiſtory 
which more pleaſes me than that which 1s recorded in 
the life of Timoleon, This extraordinary man was ſa- 
mous for referring all his ſucceſſes to providence 
Cornelius Nepos acquaints us that he had in his houſe a 
private chapel in which yy uſed to pay his devotions to 


3 . the 
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the goddeſs who repreſented providence among the 
heathens. I think no man was ever more diſtinguiſhed, 
by the Deity whom he blindly worſhipped, than the 
great p:rſon Tam ſpeaking of, in ſeveral occurrences of 
his life, but particularly in the following one which I 
ſball relate out of Plutarch. TOY 3h 
- THREE perſons had entered into a conſpiracy to 
aſſaſſinate 7 7melezon as he was offering up his devotions 
in a certain temple. In order to it they took their {e- 
veral ſtands in the moſt convenient places for their 
purpoſe. As they were waiting for an opportunity to 
put their deſign in execution, a ſtranger having ob- 
ſerved one of the conſpirators fell upon him and flew 
him Upon which the other two, thinking their plot 
had been diſcovered, threw themfelves at T:rmoleon's 
feet, and confefled the whole matter, "This ſtranger, 
upon examination, was found to have underſtood no- 
thing of the intended affaſſination, but having ſeveral 
years before had a brother killed by the conſpirator, 
whom he here put to death, and having till now ſought 
in vain for an opportunity of revenge, he chanced to 
meet the murd rer in the temple, 'who had- planted 
himſelf there for the above-mentioned purpoſe. Ply- 
tarch cannot forbear, on this occaſion, ſpeaking with 
a kind of rapture on the ſchemes of providence, which; 
in this particular, had ſo contrived it, that the ſtranger 
ſhould, for ſo great a ſpace of time, be debarred the 
means of doing juſtice to his brother, till, by the fame 
blow that revenged the death of one innocent man, 
he preſerved the life of another. 

For my own part, I cannot wonder that a man of 
Timoleor's religion ſhould have his intrepidity.and firm- 
neſs of mind, or that he ſhould be diſtinguiſhed by 
ſuch a deliverance as I haye here related. 


Adverſity 
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lver[ty uſeful to the Acquiſition of Knowledge. 
- hs ue fu Y Ranbles N* 150. ] 


S daily experience makes it evident that misfor- 
A tunes are unavoidably incident to human life, 
that,calamity will neither be repelled by fortitude, nor 
eſcaped by flight, neither awed by greatneſs, nor eluded 
by obſcurity ; philoſophers haye endeavoured to re- 
concile us to that KG which they cannot teach 
us to mend, by perſuading us that moſt of our evils 
are made afflictive only by ignorance or perverſeneſs, 
and that nature has annexed to every viciffitude of 
external circumſtances, ſome advantage ſufficient to 
overbalance all its inconveniencies. wx: 

Tris attempt may perhaps be | {tly ſuſpeRed of 
reſemblance to the practice of phylicians, who when 
they cannot mitigate pain deſtroy ſenſibility, and en- 
deavour to. conceal by opiates the inefficacy of their 
other medicines. The panegyriſts of calamity have 
more, frequently gained applauſe to their wit, than 
acquieſcence to their arguments ; nor has it appeared 
that the moſt muſical oratory or ſubtle ratiocination 
has been able long to overpower the anguiſh of oppreſ- 
ſion, the tediouſneſs of languor, or the longings of 
want... mY | | 

YET it may. be generally remarked that, where 
much has been attempted, -ſomething has been per- 
formed ; though the diſcoveries or acquiſitions of man 
are not always adequate to the expectations of his 
pride, they are at. leaſt ſufficient to animate his in- 
duſtry. "The antidotes with which philoſophy has. 
medicated the cup of life, though they cannot give 
it ſfalubrity and ſweetneſs, have at leaſt allayed its bit- 
terneſs, and contempered its malignity ; the balm 
which ſhe drops upon the wounds of the mind, abates 
their pain though 1t cannot heal them. | 

By ſuffering willingly what we cannot avoid, we 
ſecure ourſelves from vain and immoderate diſquiet 
we preſerve for better purpoſes that ſtrength which 
would be unprofitably waſted in wild efforts of deſpe- 
ration, and maintain that circumſpeCtion which may 
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enable us to ſeize every ſupport, and improve eve 
alleviation. 'T his calmaids with be Pins eaſ1] ob. 
tained, as the attention 1s more powerlſully withdrawn 
from the contemplation of unmingled unabated. eyjl, 
and diverted to thoſe accidental benefits which pru- 
dence may confer on every ſtate. | 
"SENECA has attempted not only to pacify us in 
misfortune, but almoſt'to allure us to it, by repre- 


ſenting it as neceſffary to the pleaſures of the mind. 


He that never was acquainted with adverſity, ſays he, 
has ſeen the world but on one fide, and 1s ignorant of 
half the ſcenes of nature. He invites his pupil to cala- 


mity, as the Syrens allured the paſſenger to their - 


coaſts, by promiſing that he ſhall return with increaſe 
of knowledge, with enlarged views, and multiplied 
1deas. WE 
' Cunrovtrty is, in great and generous minds, the 
Arſt paſſion and the laſt; and we always predo- 
mMinares in proportion to the ſtrength of the contem- 
plative faculties. - He who eaſily comprehends all that 
13 before him, and ſoon exhaufts any fingle ſubjeR, is 
always eager for new enquiries, and in proportion as 
the intelleQtual eye takes in a wider proſpeCt, it muſt 
be gratified with variety by more rapid flights, and 
Folder excurfions ;*nor perhaps can there be propoſed 
» thoſe who have been accuſtomed to the pleaſures of 
thought, a rhore powerfu! incitement to any under- 
taking, than the hope of filling their imagination with 
New images, of clearing their doubts, and enlighten- 
hs, nom reaſon. - 
 . WHEN Fafon, in Palerius Flaccus, would incline the 
young prince Acaftus to accompany him in the firſt 
eflay of navigation, he diſperſes his apprehenſions of 
danger by repreſentations of the new tracts of earth 
and heaven which the expedition would ſpread before 
their eyes ; and tells him with what grief he will hear 
at their return, of the countries which they ſhall have 
ſeen, and the toils which they have ſurmounted. 


 O quantum terre, quantum tognoſcere cali 
Per miſſum gft ! pelagus quantos aperimus in uſus ! 
Nunc forſan grave reris opus : ſed leta recurret c 
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Cum ratis, & caram cum jam mihi, reddet Folcon ; © 
Drurs pudor heu noftros tibi tunc audire labores ! 


Acaſtus was ſoon prevailed upon by his curioktty to. 
ſet rocks and bardihive at defiance, and commit his 
life to the winds ; and the ſame motives have in all 
es had the ſame effe&t upon thoſe whom the delire 
of fame or wiſdom has diſtinguiſhed from the lower 
orders of mankind. | 

Ir therefore it can be proved that diſtreſs is. neceſ- 
-fary to the attainment of knowledge, and that a happy 
fituation hides from us ſo large a part of the field of 
meditation, the envy of many who repine at the ſight 
of afluznce and ſplendor will be much diminiſhed ; 
For ſuch is the delight of mental ſuperiority, that none 
on whom nature or ſtudy have conferred it, would 
purchaſe the gifts of fortune by its loſs. | 
_ Tr 1s certain, that however the rhetoric of Seneca 
may have drefled adveriſity with extrinſic ornaments, 
he has juſtly repreſented it as affording ſome opportu- 
nities of obſervation, which cannot be found in con- 
tinual ſucceſs; he has truly aflerted, that to eſcape 
misfortune is to want inſtruction, and that to live at 
eaſe is to live in ignorance.  * 

As no man can enjoy happineſs without thinking 
that he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is Bond 
ſary to a juſt ſenſe of better fortune ; for the good of 
our preſent ſtate is merely comparative, and the evil 
which every man feels will be ſufficient to diſturb 
and harraſs him it he does not know how much he 
eſcapes. 'The luſtre of diamonds is invigorated by 
the interpoſition. of darker bodies; the lights of a 
picture are heightened by the ſhades. The higheſt 
. pleaſure which nature has indulged to ſenſitive per= 
ception,. is that of reſt after fatigue ; yet that | 
_ which labour heightens into delight is without it only 

eaſe, and 1s jncapable of ſatisfying the mind without 
the ſuperaddition of diverſthed amuſements. 

PROSPERITY, as is truly afſerted by Seneca, very 
much obſtructs the knowledge of ourſelves. No man 
can form a juſt eſtimate of his own powers by un- 
 aRive ſpeculation. That fortitude which has encoun-- 
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tered nodangers, that prudence which has ſurmounted 
no difficulties, that integrity which has been attacked 
by no temptations, can at beſt be conſidered but as 
gold not yet brought to the teſt, of which ' therefore 
the true value cannot. be afligned. He that traverſes 
the hi/ts without an adverſary, may receive, ſays the phi- 
loſopher, the reward of vittory, but he has no preten- 
frons to the honour. If it be the higheſt happineſs of man 
to contemplate himſelf with ſatisfaction, and to re- 
ceive the gratulations of his own conſcience, he whoſe 
courage has made way amidſt the turbulence of oppo- 
ſition, and whoſe vigour has broken through the ſnares 
_ of diſtreſs, has many advantages over thoſe that have 
Nept in the ſhades of indolence, and whoſe retroſpe& 
of time can entertain them with nothing but day rif- 
ing upon day, and year gliding after year, 
QUALLY neceflary is ſome variety of fortune to 


a nearer inſpection of the manners, principles and 


affections of mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their ſubjeAs, find 
it neceflary to ſteal away from the grandeur of 
guards and attendants, and mingle on equal terms 
among. the people. "Fo him who is known to have 
the power of doing good or harm, nothing is ſhewn 
in 4ts natural form. "The behaviour of all that ap- 
proach him is regulated by his humour, their narra- 
tives are adapted to his inclination, and their reaſon- 
ings determined by his opinions; whatever can alarm 
ſuſpicion, or excite reſentment is carefully ſuppreſled, 
and nothing appears but uniformity of fenttrments and 
ardor of aftection. It may be obſerved, that the un- 
varied complaiſance which ladies have the right” of 
exacting, keeps them generally unſkilled in human 
nature ; profperity. will always enjoy. the female pre- 
rogatives, and therefore mult be always. in dinger 
of female ignorance. 'T ruth is ſcarcely to be heard 
but-by thoſe from whom it can ſerve no intereſt to 


conceal it, and the true motives of conduct will be 
only ſhewn when the mind acts inits natural ſtate with- 


out -any impediment from hope or fears 


The 
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The prohibition of Revenge juſtifiable by Reaſon. 
[ Rambler, N? 185.] 


= 


O vitious diſpoſitions of the mind more obſti- 
N nately reſiſt both the councils of philoſophy, 
and the injunCtions of religion, than thoſe which are 
complicated with an opinion of dignity; and which 
we caunot diſmiſs without leaving in the hands of op- 
poſition ſome advantage NqUoy obtained, or ſuf- 
fering from our own prejudices ſome imputation of 
oubllontmic: | 
Fok this reaſon ſcarcely any law of our Redeemer 


\ is more openly tranſgrefſed, or more- induftriouſly 


evaded, than that by which he commands his follow- 
ers to forgive injuries, and prohibits under the ſanction 
of eternal miſery, the gratification of the defire which 
every man feels to return pain upon him that inflits 
It, Many who could have conquered their anger, are 
unadle to combat againſt bee, and purſue offences 
to extremity of vengeance, leſt they ſhould be inſulted 
by the triumph of an enemy. | 

Bur certainly no precept could better become him, 
at whoſe birth peace was proclaimed to the earth. For 
what could ſo ſoon deſtroy all the order of ſociety, and 
deform life with violence and ravage, as a permiffiore 
to every one to judge his own cauſe, and to apportion 
his own recompence for imagined 1njuries, LY 

IT is difficult for a man of the ſtricteſt juſtice not 
to favour himſelf too much in the calmeſt moments of 
ſolitary meditation. - Every one wiſhes for the diſtinc- 
tions for which thouſands zre wiſhing at the ſame time, 


their own opinion, with better claims. He that, 


| When his reaſon operates in its full ping Kay thus, by 


the mere prevalence of ſelf- love, prefer himſelf to his 
tellow beings, is very unlikely to judge equitably 
when his paſſions are agitated by a ſenle of wrong, 
and his attention wholly engroſled by pain, intereit, 


or danger. Whoever arrogates to himſelf the right. 
of vengeance ſhews = OS he 15 qualifed to decide 


his 
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his own'claims, ſince -he certainly demands what he 
would think unfit to be granted to another. - +. 

,, NoTHAING is more apparent than that, however in- 
jured or however provoked, ſome muſt at laſt becon- 
tented to forgive. For it can -never be hoped, that he 
who firſt commits an injury, will contentedly acquicſce 
m the penalty required ; the ſame haughtineſs of con- 
tempt and vehemence of deſire, that prompt the a 
-of injuſtice, will more ftrongly incite its juſtification : 

and reſentment can never fo exaatly balance the pu- 
niſhment with the fault, but there will remain an 
wp wap of vengeance which even he who condemns 
his firſt ation will think himſelf entitled to retaliate. 
W hat then can enſue but a continual exacerbation of 
hatred, an unextinguiſhable feud, an incefſant recipro- 
cation of miſchief, a mutual vigilance to entrap, and 

ie 5h to deſtroy. L 
- DINCE then the imaginary right of vengeance muſt 

| be at. laſt remitted, becauſe it is impoſſible to live in 

| perpetual hoſtility, and equally impoffible that of 
two enemies, either ſhould firſt think himſelf obliged 
by juſtice to ſubmiſſion, it is ſurely eligible to forgive 
ibs. Every paſhon is more eaſily ſubdued: before 
it has been long accuſtomed to poſleflion of the heart ; 
every idea is obliterated with leſs difficulty as it has 
been more ſlightly impreſſed, and leſs frequently re- WM 
newed. He who has often brooded over his wrongs, i 
pleaſed himſelf with ſchemes of malignity, and'glutted 
his pride with the fancied ſupplicatzons of humbled 
enmity, will not eafily open his boſom to amity and 
reconciliation, or indulge the gentle ſentiments of 
benevolence and peace. | # * 
Ir. is eaſieſt to forgive, while there is yet little to 
be forgiven. A lingle injury may be ſoon difmiſſed 
from the memory ; but a long ſucceſſion of ill offices 


by degrees aflociates itſelf with every idea, a long 
conteſt involves ſo many circumſtances, that. every 
place and aCtion will recall it to the mind, and freſh 
remembrance of vexation muſt ſtill enkiadle rage, and 
xritate revenge. 
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\-confalt his eaſe. Reſentment is an union of ſorrow 


endeavour to avoid, with a paſſion which all concur 
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A wisE man will make haſte to forgive, becauſe 
he knows the true value of time, and will not ſuffer 
it to paſs away in unneceſlary pain. He that willingly 
ſuffers the corroſfions of inveterate hatred, and gives 
up his days and nights to the gloom of malice, gr 
perturbations of ſtratagem, cannot ſurely be ſaid to 


with malignity, a combination of a paſſion which all 


to deteſt. The man who retires to meditate miſchief, 
and to exaſperate his own rage; whoſe thoughts are 


employed only on means of diſtreſs and contrivances of | 


ruin ; whoſe mind never pauſes from the remembrance 


of his own ſufferings, but to indulge ſome hope of 


enjoying the calamities of another, may juſtly be 
numbered among the moſt miſerable of human beings, 
among thoſe who are guilty without reward, who 


| have neither the gladneſs of proſperity, nor the calm 


of innocence. 


W roEveR conſiders the weakneſs both of himſelf 
and others will not long want perſuaſives to forgive- 
neſs, We know not to what degree of malignity any 
injury is to be imputed; nor how much its guilt, if we 
wwere to inſpe& the mind of him that committed it, 
would be extenuated by miſtake, precipitance, ot 


negligence; we cannot be certain how much more 


we feel than was intended to be inflicted, or how 
much we increaſe the miſchief to ourſelves by volun- 
tary aggravations. We may charge to deſign the 


effects of accident ; we may think the blow violent 


only becauſe we have made ourſelves delicate and 
tender ; we are on every ſide in danger of error and 
of guilt, which we are certain to avoid only by ſpeedy 
forgiveneſs. | | 
From this pacific and harmleſs temper, thus pro- 
pion to others and ourſelves, to domeſtick tranquil- 
lity and to ſocial happineſs, no man is with-held but 
by pride, by the fear of being inſulted by his adver- 
ſfary-or deſpiſed by the world. | 
T may be laid down as an unfailing and univerſal 
axiom, that, '** all pride is abjet and mean ” It ts 


always 
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1 THE MORAL'MISCELLANY. 
always an ignorant, lazy, or cowardly acquieſcence 
ina falſe appearance of excellence, and proceeds not 


from conſciouſneſs of our attainments, but inſenſibi- 


lity: of our wants. 


.NoTHiNG can; be great which is not right. No-. 
thing which reaſon condemns can be ſuitable to the 


dignity of the human mind. To be driven by exter- 
nal motives from the path which our own heart ap- 


proves, "to give way to any thing but conviCtion, to 


ſuffer the opinion of others to rule our choice, or 


overpower, our reſolves, is to ſubmit tamely to. the 


loweſt and moſt ignominious flavery, and to reſign 
the right of directing our own lives. | | 

THE utmoſt excellence at which humanity can 
arrive, is a conſtant and determinate purſuit of vir- 
tue, without regard to preſent dangers or advantage 
a continual reference of every action to_ the divine 
will ; an-- habitual appeal-to everlaſting juſtice ; and 
an unvaried elevation of the intellectual eye to the 
reward which perſeverance only can obtain. But 
that pride which many who preſume to boaſt of ge- 
nerous ſentiments, allow to regulate their meaſures, 
has nothing nobler in view than the approbation: of 
men, of beings whoſe ſuperiority we are under no 
obligation to acknowledge, and who, when we haye 
courted them with the utmoſt afliduity, can confer 


no valuable or permanent reward ; of beings who. 


Ignorantly. judge of what they do not underſtand, or 
partially determine what they never have examined ; 
and. whoſe ſentence is therefore of no weight till 
it has received the ratification of our own con- 
ſcience. | 4 

He that can deſcend to bribe ſuffrages like theſe 
at the price of his innocence; he that can ſuffer 
the delight of ſuch acclamations to with-hold his 
attention from the commands of the univerſal ſove- 
reign, has little reaſon to congratulate himſelf upon 
the greatneſs of his mind ; whenever he awakes to 
ſeriouſneſs and reflection, he muſt become deſpicable 


in his own eyes, and ſhrink with ſhame from the re- 


membrance of his cowardice and folly, 


Or 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. mm 
Or him that hopes to be forgiven it is indiſpenſibly 
required, that he forgive. It 1s therefore ſuperfluous 
to urge any other motive, On this great duty eter- 
nity 1s ſuſpended, and to him that refuſes to practife 
it, the throne of mercy is inacceſſible, and the SA- 
VIOUR of the world has been born in vain. Tb 


ELLIS SANDS ASS ASS LAHASSSL 


The Pleaſures and Advantages of Induſtry. 
4d [Advent. N*® 111] 


HE evils inſeparably annexed to the prefent 
condition of man, are ſo numerous and afftlic- 
tive, that it has been, from age to age, the taſk of 
ſome to bewail, and of others to ſolace. them : and 
he therefore will be in danger of ſeeming. a com- 
mon enemy, who ſhall attempt to depreciate the 
| ou pleaſures and felicities which nature has allow- 

ed us. ty 85 be is ff 

YETI will confeſs, that I have ſometimes employed 
my thoughts in examining the pretenſ1ons that are 
made-to happineſs, by the ſplendid and envied con- 
ditions of life; and have not thought the hour un- 
profitably ſpent, when I have detected the impoſture 
of counterfeit advantages, and found diſquiet lurking 
under falſe appearances of gatety and greatneſs. 

IT is aſſerted by a tragic poet, that ** elt miſer ne- 
« mo niſi comparatus,” ** no man is miſerable, but 
« as he is compared with others happicr than him- 
* ſelf:” this poſition is not {ſtrictly and philoſophically 
true, He might have ſaid, with rigorous propriety, 
that no man- is happy, but as he is compared with 
the miſerable; for ſuch is the ſtate of this world, that 
we find in it abſolute miſery, but happineſs only com- 

arative z we may incur as much pain as we can poſ- 
 fibly endure, though we can never obtain as much 

happineſs as we might poſkbly enjoy. 


[ | YEP 
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YET it is certain likewiſe, that many of our miſe- 
ries are merely comparative; we are often made un- 
-happy, not. by the preſence of any real evil, but by 
the abſence. of ſome fictitious good ; of ſomething 
-which is not required by any real want of nature, 
which has not in ufelf any power. of pratifica- 
tion, and which neither reaſon nor fancy would have 
| pg p35 to with, did we not {ee it 1n the poſlef< 
of others. | | | i K 

Fork a mind diſeaſed with vain longings after un- 
attainable advantages, no medicine can be preſcribed, 
but an impartial enquiry into the real worth of that 


which is ſo ardently deſired. Ic is well known, how 


much the mind, as well as the eye, is deceived by 
diſtance ; and, perhaps, it will be found, 'that of 
many imagined bleffings it may be doubted, whether 
he that wants or poſleiles them has more reaſon to 
be ſatisfied with his lot. 

THE dignity of high birth and long extraftion, no 
. man, to whom nature has denied it, can confer upon 
himſelf; and, therefore, it deſerves to. be conſidered, 
whether the want of that which can never be gained, 
may not eaſily be endured. It is true, that if we con- 
ſider the triumph and delight with which moſtof thoſe 
recount their anceſtors who have anceſtors to re- 
count, and the artifices by which ſome who have riſen 
to unexpected fortune endeavour to inſert themſelves 
into an honourable ftem, we ſhall be inclined to fancy, 
that wiſdom or virtue may be had by inheritance, or 
that all the excellencies of a line of progenitors are 
accumulated on their deſcendant. Reaſon, indeed, 
will ſoon inform us, that our eſtimation of birth is ar- 
bitrary and capricious, and that dead anceſtors can 
have no influence but upon imagination : let it then 
be examined, whether one dream may not operate in 
the place of another ; whether he that owes nothing to 


fore-fathers, may not receive equal pleaſure from the. 


conſcioufneſs of owing all to himſelf ; whether he may 
not, with a little meditation, find it more honourable 
_ to found than to'contimue a family, and togain Ggnity 
z than 
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than tranſmit it ; whether, if he receives no dignit 
from the virtues of his family, he does not likewi 
eſcape the danger of being diſgraced by their crimes; 
and whether he that brings a new name into the 
world, has not the convenience of playing the game 
of life wichout a ſtake, an opportunity of winning 
much though he has nothing to loſe. 

THERE 1s another opinion concerning happineſs, 
which approaches much more nearly to univer- 
fality, but which may, perhaps, with equal reaſon, 
be diſputed. "The pretenſtons to anceſtral honours 
many of the ſons of earth eaſily ſee to be 1ll- 
grounded ; but all agree to celebrate the advantage 
of hereCitary riches, and to conſtder thoſe as the mint- 
ons of fortune, who are wealthy from their cradles, 
whoſe eſtate is *© res non parta labore fed relicta,” 
& the acquiſition of another, not of themſelves ;” and 
whom a father's induſtry has diſpenſed from a labo- 
rious attention to arts or commerce, and left at 
liberty to diſpoſe of life as fancy ſhall dire& them. 
| IF every man were wiſe and- virtuous, capable to 
diſcern the beſt uſe: of time, and reſolute to prac- 
tiſe itz it might be granted, I think, without heſita- 
tion, that total liberty would be a blefling; and 
that it would be deſirable to be left at large to the 
exerciſe of religious and ſocial duties, without the 
interruption of importunate avocations. Y 

Bur ſince felicity is relative, and that which is 
the means of happineſs to one man may be to an- 
other the caufe of miſery, we are to conſider, what 
ſtate is beſt adapted to human nature in its preſent 
degeneracy and frailty. And, ſurely, to far the greater 
number it is highly expedient, that they ſhould by 


ſome ſettled ſcheme of duties be reſcued from - the 


tyranny of caprice, that they ſhould be driven on by 


_ neceflity through the paths of life with their attention 


confined to a ſtated taſk, that they may be leſs at 
leiſure to deviate into miſchief at the call of folly. 
WHEN we obſerve the lives of thoſe whom an 
ample inheritance has let looſe to their own direQion, 
what do we diſcover that can excite our- env 
Their time ſeems not to paſs with much applauſe 


from 
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from others, or ſatisfation to themſelves ; many 


ſquander their exuberance of fortune in luxury and 
debauchery, and have no-other uſe of money than to 


inflame their paſſions, and riot in a wider range of 


Iicentiouſneſs ; others, leſs criminal indeed, but, ſure- 
ly, not much to be praiſed, lie down to ſleep and riſe 
up to trifle, are employed every morning in finding 


expedients to. rid themſelves of the day, chaſe plea- 


ſure through all the places of public reſort, fly from 
London to Bath and from Bath to London, without 


any other reaſon for changing place, but that they 


go-in queſt of company as idle and as vagrant as 
themſelves, always endeavouring to raiſe ſome new 
defire that they may have ſomething to perſue, to re- 
kindle ſome hope which they know will be diſap- 
pointed, changing one amuſement for another which 


a few months will mike equally infipid, or ſinking 


into languor and diſeaſe for want of ſomething to ac- 
tuate their bodies or exhilarate their minds. | 
WHOEVER has frequented thoſe--places, where 
idlers aſſemble to eſcape from ſolitude, knows that 
this is generally the ſtate of the wealthy ; and from 
this ſtate it is no great hardſhip to be debarred. No 
man can be happy in total idleneſs :. he that ſhould 
be condemned to lie torpid and motionleſs,, *© would 
fly for recreation,” ſays SOUTH, © to the mines and 
the gallies ;”. it is well when nature or fortune find 
employment for thoſe, who would not have know 
to procure it for themſelves. Mt oy. : 
Hr, whoſe mind'is' engaged by the acquiſition or 
improvement of a fortune, not only eſcapes the jnſt- 
pidity of indifference, and the tediouſneſs of inacti- 
vity, but gains enjoyments wholly unknown to thoſe, 
who live lazily on the toil of others ; for life affords 
no higher pleaſure, than that of furmounting difheul- 


ties, paſſing from one ſtep of ſucceſs to another, for- 


ming new wiſhes and ſeeing them gratified. He 
that labours in any: great or laudable undertaking, 
has his fatigues firſt ſupported by hope, and- after- 
wards rewarded by joy ; he is always moving to 2 
certain end, and .-when he has attained it, an end 
more diſtant invites him to a new perſuit. 7 | 
EEE, | T 
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'T+ does not, indeed, always happen, that dili- 

nce is fortunate: the wiſeſt ſchemes are broken 
y unexpected accidents; the moſt conſtant perſeve- 
rance ſometimes toils through life without a recom=- 
pence; but labour, though unſucceſsful, 1s more 
eligible than idleneſs : he that proſecutes a lawful 
purpoſe by lawful means, acts always with the ap- 
probation of his own reaſon ; he is;animated through 
the courſe of' his- endeavours by' an expectation 
which, though not certain, he knows to be juſt ; and 
is at laſt comforted in his diſappointment, by the 
bw "gry that he has not failed by- his own 
auit, WES, | BET 7 

THAT kind of life is moſt happy which affords us 
moſt opportunities of gaining our own eſteem ; and 
what can any man infer in his own favour from a 
condition to which, however proſperous, he con- 
tributed nothing, and which the vileſt and weakeſt 
cf the ſpecies would have obtained by the ſame right, 
_ he happened to be the ſon of the ſame fa-_ 
ther, ' FEES {11 | 

'Fo ftrive with difficulties, and to conquer them, 
is the higheſt human felicity ; the next, -is to ſtrive, 
and deſerve to conquer : but he whoſe life: has paſſed 
without a conteſt, and who can | boaſt neither ſucceſs 
nor merit, can ſurvey himſelf only as a uſeleſs filler 
of exiſtence; and if he is content with his own 
character, muſt owe his ſatisfaQtion to inſenlibility; 
.. THrvs it appears that the. ſatyriſt adyiſed rightly, 
when he directed us to reſign ourſelves to. the hands 
of HEAVEN, and to leave to ſuperior powers the 


determination of our lot: 


Permittes ip/is expendere Numinibus, quid 
 Conveniat nobis, rebuſque fit utile noſiris : 
Carior eft llis homo quam fibi, 


Intruſt thy fortune to the pow'rs above : _ 
Leave them to manage for thee, and to grant 
What their unerring wiſdom ſees thee want. 
In goodneſs as 1n greatneſs they excel]. - 
Ah : that welov'd ourſelves but half ſo well, DRYDEN. 


WHAT 
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_ WnarT ſtate of life admits. moſt happineſs is-un- 
certain ; but that uncertainty. ought to repreſs: the 


petulance. of compariſon, and filence the murmurs 
of diſcontent. ov 
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Danger of Relapſe after Purpoſes of Amendment. 
uy | | [Advent, N? 130.] 


; dow ſaid by RaLE1GH, when ſome of his friends 
lamented his confinement under a ſentence of 
death, which he knew not how ſoon he might fuf- 
fer, ** that the world itfe}f was only a larger prifon, 
** out' of which ſome were every day feleRed fot 
©. execution.” "Phat there is a time when every man 
is ftruck with a fenſe of this awful truth, T do not 
doubt; and, perhaps, a haſty ſpeculatiſt would con- 
clude, that its influence would 'be ſtronger in pro+- 
portion as/ it more- frequently occurred : but upon 
every mind that is become familiar with clan 
calamity loſes its force ;” and' miſery grows leſs oy 
by its continuance, becauſe thoſe who have long ſuf- 
fered loſe their ſenſibility. ve "7100 
_ Ip he, who lies down at night in the vigour and 
health of five and twenty, ſhould riſe in the morning 
with the infirmities of four-ſcore, it is not impro= 
bable that he would 'fink under a ſenſe 'of his con= 
dition ; m_ of enjoyments which cauld never re- 
turn, would preclude-all that remained ; and the laft 
mournful effefts of decay would be haſtened and 
aggravated by anticipation. But thoſe who have 
been enfeebled by degrees, who have been' ſhaken 
ten years by the palfey, or crippled: by the gout, 
frequently totter about upon their crutches with an 
air of waggiſh jocularity, are always ready to enter- 
tain their company with a jeſt, meet their acquain- 
tance with a toothleſs grin, and are the firſt to toaſt 
a young beauty when they can ſcarce lift the glaſs 
to their lips. Even criminals, who knew that in 
the morning they were to die, have often ſlept K. 
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the night ; though very few of thoſe who have been 
paolas ou for : capital offence, which they knew 


would be eaſily proved, have ſlept the firſt night after 


they were confined. Danger ſo ſudden and fo im- 
minent, alarms, confounds and terrifies ; but after 
2 time ſtupor ſupplies the want of fortitude; -and as 
the evil approaches, it is in effeC&t leſs terrible, ex- 


_ cept in the moment when it arrives; and then, in- 


deed, it is common to lament that inſenfibility, 
which before perhaps was voluntarily increaſed by 
drunkenneſs or diflipation, by ſolitary intemperance 
or tumultuous company. OUS 5s | 

THERE is ſome reaſon to believe, that this ** power 
&« of the world to come,” as it 1s exprefled in the 
ſublimity of Eaſtern metaphar, 'is generally felt at 


' the ſame age. The dread of death has ſeldom been 


found to intrude upon the chearfulneſs, ſimplicity 
and innocence of children; they gaze at a funeral 
proceſſion with as much | vacant curioſity as at any 
other ſhew, and ſee the world change before them 
without the leaſt ſenſe of their own ſhare in the 
viciffitude, .In youth, when all the appetites are 
ſtrong, and every gratification is  hetghtened: by no- 
velty, the mind reſtfts mournful impreflions with a 
kind of elaſtic power, by which the ſignature that 
is forced upon 1t is immediately effaced : when this 
tumult firſt ſubſfides, while the attachment to life is 
yet ſtrong, and the mind-begins to look forward, 
and concert meaſures by which thoſe enjoyments 
may be fecured which ir is ſolicitous to keep, or 
others obtained to atone for the diſappointments that 
are paſt, then death ſtarts up like a ſpectre in all his 


| terrors, the blood is chilled at his appearance, he is 


perceived to approach with a conſtant and irreſiſtible 
pace, retreat is impoſſible, and refiſtanee is vain. 
THe terror and anguiſh which this image produces 
whenever it firſt ruſhes upon the mind, are always 
complicated with a ſenſe of guilt and remorſe ; and 


- generally produce ſome haſty and zealous purpoſes 


of more uniform virtue and more ardent devotion, of 
ſomething that may ſecure us, not onlyfrom the worm 
that never dies and the. fire that is not quenched, 


but 
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but-from total - mortality,- and- admit hope to. the 
regions beyond the grave. 


_ Fas (purpoſe is ſeldom wholly relinquiſhed, 
though it. 1s not always. executed with vigour and 


perſeverance ; the-refletion which produced it often 
recurs, but it ſtill recurs with leſs - force ;- deſire of 
immediate pleaſure becomes predominant z. appetite 
is no longer: reſtrained; and either all attempts to ſe- 


cure future happineſs are deferred ©* to amore con- 


*.venient ſeaſon,” or ſome expedients are ſought 
to render. ſenſuality and virtue compatible, and to 


-obrain every object of hope without leflening the 


treaſures of poſleflion. 'Fhus, vice naturally becomes 
the diſciple | of infidelity ; and the wretch who dates 
not: aſpire ta; the, heroic. virtue -of a , CHRISTIAN, 
liftens with eagerneſs to every, objection againſt the 
authority of that law by which he is condemned, 
and labours in vain- to eſtabliſh another that will 
acquit him-: he forms many arguments to juſtify na- 
tural defires ; he learns at Jength to impoſe upon 
himſe}f,--and ; aſlents to principles which | yet in his 
heart he does..not belieye;z he thinks hinielf con- 
vinced, -that virtue muſt. be; happineſs, and then 


dreams that. happineſs 1s virtue. 


T HEsE frauds, though they would have been im- 
poſſible in the hour of conviction and terror, are yet 
praQtiſed with great eaſe when it is paſt, and contri- 
bute very-much. to. prevent, its:return. It is, indeed, 
ſcarce poffible, that it ſhould return with the ſame 


force, becauſe the power of novelty is neceſſarily ex- 
hauſted in the firſt onſet. Some incidents, however, 


there are, which renew the terror ;z and they. ſeldom 
fail to renew the purpoſe : upon the death of a friend, 
a parent, or a wite, the comforts and the .confidence 
of ſophiſtry are at an end; the moment that ſuſpends 
the influence of temptation, reſtpres the power of 
conſcience, and at once rectifies the underſtanding. 
He, who has been labouring to explain away thoſe 
duties which he had not. fortitude to practiſe, then 


ſees the vanity of the attempt ; he regrets the time 
that is paſt, and reſolves to improve that which re- 


mains; but if the firſt purpoſe of any V4 
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been ineffectual, the ſecond is ſeldom executed ; 


as the ſenſe of danger by which it is produced js 
not ſo ſtrong, the motive is leſs ; and as the power 
of appetite is increaſed by habitual gratification, 
the oppoſition is more ; the new conviction wears 
off; the duties are again negle&ted as unneceflary 
which are found to be ' unpleaſant ; the lethargy of 
the ſoul returns, and as the danger increaſes ſhe be- 
comes leſs ſuſceptible of fear. 
THrvs the dreadful condition of him, ©* who looks 
© back after having put his hand to the plough,” 
may be reſolved into natural cauſes ; and it may be 
affirmed, upon mere philoſophical principles, that 
there is a call which is- repeated no more, and an 
apoſtacy from which it is extremely difficult to return. 
LET thoſe who ſtill 'delay that'whichryet they be- 
lieve ta be of eternal moment, remember, that their 
motives to effe& it will ſtill grow weaker, and the 
difficulty of the work perpetually increaſe ; to ne- 
elect it now, therefore, is a pledge that it will be 


neglected for ever: and if they are rouzed by this 


thought, let them inſtantly improve its influence; 
for even this thought when it returns, will return 


with leſs power, and though it ſhould rouze them 


now will perhaps rouze them no more. But let 


them not confide in ſuch virtue as can be practiſed 


without a ſtruggle, and which interdicts the gratifi- 
cation of no pathion but malice; nor adopt principles 
which could never be believed at the only time when 


they could be uſeful; like arguments which, men 


ſometimes form when they ſlumber, and the moment- - 
my awake diſcover to be abſurd. 

| LET thoſe who in the anguiſh of an awakened 
mind have regretted the paſt, and reſolved to re- 
deem it in the future, perſiſt invariably to do what- 
ever they then wiſhed to have done. Let this be 
eſtabliſhed as a conſtant rule of ation, and oppoſed 
to all the cavils of ſophiſtry and ſenſe; for this wiſh 


will inevitably return when it muſt for ever be inef- 


fectual, at that awful moment, when *©* the ſhadow 
* of death ſhall be ftretched over them, and that 


Or 
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On the Anti nity of Fables, with the Fable « Pled ® 
and Pain. TA a8 [Spect, No (hy. 


ABLES were the firſt pieces of wit that made their 
| appearance in the world, and have beenſtill highly 
valued not agey in times of the greateſt ſimplicity, but 
among the polite ages of mankind. Fotham's fable of 
the trees is the olde 


e 
x, that is extant, and as beautiful 
as any which have been made ſince that time. Nathan's 
fable of the poor man and his lamb is likewiſe more 
antient than any that is extant, beſide the abovemen- 
tioned, and had ſo good an effect, as to. convey in- 
ſtruction to the ear of a king without offending it, 
and to bring the man after God's own heart to a right 
ſenſe of his guilt and his. duty. We find Zfop in the 
moſt diſtant ages of Greece ; and if we look into the 
very beginnings of the commonwealth of Rome, we ſee 
a mutiny among the common . | Sh appeaſed. by a 
fable of - the . belly and the limbs, which was indeed 
very proper to gain the attention of an incenſed rabble, 
at a time when, perhaps, they. would have torn to 
pieces any man who had preached the ſame doctrine 
to them in an open and direct manner. As fables 
took their birth in the very infancy. of learning, they 
never flouriſhed more than when learning was at its 
greateſt height. To juſtify this aſſertion, I ſhall put 
my reader 1n mind of Horace, the. | A1phorg wit and 
critic in the Augu/tan age ; and of Baileau, the moſt 
correct poet among the moderns: not_ to mention La 
Foutaine, who, by this way of writing, is come 
more into vogue than any other author of our times. 
THE fables I have here mentioned are raiſed alto- 
gether upon brutes and vegetables, with ſome of our 
.own ſpecies .mixt among them, when the moral hath 
ſo required, But beſides this kind of fable, there is 
another in which the actors are paſtans, virtues, vices, 
and other imaginary perſons of the like nature. Some 
. of the antient critics will have jt, that the {ad and 
. Odyſſey of Homer are fables. of this nature ; and that 
the leveral names of gods and heroes are nothing _ 
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but the affetions of the mind'in a viſible ſhape and 
charaRer. Thus they tell us, that Achz/les, in the firſt 
Hiad, repreſents anger, or the iraſcible part of human 
nature ; that upon drawing his ſword againſt his ſu- 
perior i afull-aſſembly, Pallas is only another name' 
for reaſon, which- checks and 'adviſes him upon that- 
occaſion z and at herfirſt appearance touches him upon ' 
the head, that part of the man being looked upon as' 
the ſeat of reaſon. And thus of the reſt of the poem. 
As for the Odyfſey, I think it is plain, that Horace con-' 
ſidered it as one of theſe allegorical fables, by the mo-. 
ral which he has given us of ſeveral parts of it. 'The' 
ereateſt 7talian wits have applied themſelves to the 
writing of this latter kind of fables : as Spenſer's Fairy-" 
Deen 1s one continued ſeries of them from the begin-' 
ning to the end of that admirable work. - If we look 
into'the fineſt proſe authors of antiquity, ſuch as Crcero, 
Plato, Xenophan, and many others, we ſhall find that” 
this was likewiſe their favourite kind of fable. I ſhall ' 
only farther obſerve upon it, that the firſt of this ſort 
that made any conſiderable figure in the world, was ' 
that of * Hercules meeting with Pleaſure and Virtue; 
which was invented by Prodicus, who lived before 
Socrates, and in the firſt dawnings of philoſophy. 
He uſed to travel through Greece by the virtue of this 
fable, which procured him a kind reception in all 
| the market towns, where he never failed telling it- 
as ſoon as he had gathered an audience about him. 

AFTER this ſhort preface, which I have made up 
of- ſuch materials as my memory does at preſent ſug- 
geſt to me, before I preſent my reader with a fable 
of this kind, which I deſign as the entertainment of 
the preſent paper, I muſt, in a few words, open the 
= occaſion of it. _ - a 
| In the account which Plato gives us of the con- | 
verſation and behaviour of Socrates, the morning he 
was to die, he tells the following circumſtance. ; l 

WHEN Socrates his fetters were knocked off (as was i 
uſual to be done on the day that the condemned per- 
ion was to be executed) being ſeated in the midſt of 
has diſciples, and-laying one of his legs over the other, 

In a very unconcerned poſture, he began to rub it' 
| G where 
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where it had been galled by the iron ; and whether it 
was to ſhew the indifference with which heentertained 
the thoughts of his approaching death, - or, after his 
uſual manner, to:take every occaſion of philoſophizing 
upon ſome uſeful ſubject, he obſerved the pleaſure 


of that ſenſation which now aroſe in thoſe very parts 


of his leg, that juſt before. had been. ſo much  pained 
by the fetter. Upon this he reflected on the nature 
of pleaſure and pain in general, and how .condtantly 
they ſucceed one another.. 'Þ'o this he added, that 
if a man of a good genius for a fable were to. repre- 
fent the nature of pleaſure and pain in that way. of 
writing, he would probably "Join them together after 
fuch a manner, that it would. be impoſſible for the 
one to. come. into any place without being followed 
by the other. « to | 
IT is poflible, that if Plato had thought it proper 
at ſuch a time to deſcribe Socrates launching out into a 


diſcourſe which was. not of a. piece with the buſineſs 


| of the day, he would have. enlarged upon. this hint, 
and have drawn it, out into ſome \ Sdn ra allegory or 

fable. But ſince he has not done it, I ſhall attempt 

to write one myſelf inthe ſpirit of that divine author. 


THERE were two families which, from the begin- 
ning of the world, were as oppoſite to each ather as light 
and. darkneſs. T be one of them lived in heaven, the other 
7n hell. The younge/# deſcendent of the firſt family was 
Pleaſure, who was the daughter of Happineſs, wwho was 
the child of Virtue, who was the offspring of the gods. 
| Theſe, as 1 ſaid before, had thur habitation in hea- 
ven. The youngeſt of the oppoſite family was Pain, who 
was the ſon of Miſery, who was the child of Vice, who 
2as the offspring of the Fel The habitation of this 
race of beings was in hell. | £45 

T HE middle ſtation of nature between theſe two: op 
poſrte extremes was the earth, which was inhabited by 
creatures of a middle kind, neither jo virtuous as the one, 
nor ſo vicious as the other, but partaking of the goed 
and bad qualities of theſe two oppoſite families, Fuptter 
conſidering that this ſpecies, commonly called man, was 
foo virtugus ta be miſerable, and too vicigus to be papty's 
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that' he might make a diſtinftion between the good and 
the bad, ordered the two youngeſt of the above-mentioned 
families, Pleaſure, who was the daughter of Happineſs, 
and Pain, who was the ſon of 7 to meet one anc 
ther upon this part of nature which lay in the half-way 
between them, having promiſed to ſettle it upon them both, 
provided they could agree upon the drvijion of it, ſo as to 
ſhare mankind between them. 
PLEASURE and Pain were no ſooner met in 
their new habitation, but they immediately agreed upan 
this point, that gf. (pb ſhould take po Coy: of the vir- 
tuous, and Pain of the vicious part of that ſpectes whith 
was given up to them. But upon examining to which of 
them any indruidual they met with belonged, they found each 
cf them had a right to him; for that, contrary to what 
they had ſeen, in their old _ of reſidence, there was 
no perſon ſo vicious who had not ſome good in him, nor any 
perſon ſo virtuous who had not in him ſome evil. The 
truth of it is, they generally found upon ſearch, that in 
the moſt vicious man Pleaſure might lay claim to an hun= 
dredth part, and that in the mo/t virtuous man Pain might 
come in for at leaſt two thirds, This they ſaw Gs, 
 cafion endleſs diſputes between them, _ they could 
come to ſome accommodation. To this end there was a 
marriage propoſed between them, and at length concludeds 
by this means it 1s that wwe find Pleaſure and Pain 
are ſuch conflant yoke fellows, and that they ether make 
their viſits together, or are never far aſunder. If Pain 
comes into a heart, he 1s quickly followed by Pleaſure ; 
and if Pleaſure enter, you may be ſure Pain is not far 
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B UT notwithſtanding this marriage was very conve- 
ntent for the two parties, it did not ſeem to anſwer the 
is ntention of Fupiter in ſending them among mankind, To 

remedy therefore this inconvenience, it was ſtipulated be- 


h- tween them by article, and confirmed by the conſent of each 
by family, that notwith/ianding they here poſſeſſed the ſpecies 
t indifferently ; upon the death of every ſingle parfole if 
2d he was found to have in him a certain proportion of evil, 
er he ſhould be diſpatched into the oforna regtons by a paſſ- 
as pert from Pain, there to dwell with miſery, vice, and 
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The. furies : Or on the contrary, i he had in him a 
certain Aronrens of good, he f d be diſpatched into 
heaven by a paſſport from Pleaſure, there to dwell with 
happineſs, virtue, and the gods. ip 
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The Purſuit of Knowledge recommended to Youth. 
| [Guardian, N*® 111] 


T AM very much concerned when I ſee young gen- 
4A tlemen of fortune and quality ſo wholly fet upon 

leaſures and diverſions, that they negle& all thoſe 
{mprovements in wiſdom and knowledge which may 
make them eaſy to themſelves and uſeful to the world. 
'The greateſt part of our Britiſh youth loſe their figure 
and grow out of faſhion by that time they are hve 
and twenty. , As ſoon as the natural gaiety and ami- 
ableneſs of the young man wears off, they have no- 
thing left to recommend them, but {ze by the reſt of 
their lives among the lumber and refuſe of the ſpecies. 
It ſometimes happens indeed, that for want of apply- 
ing themſelves in due time to the purſuits of know- 
ledge, they take up a book in their declining years, 


and grow "ry hopeful ſcholars by that time they are 


threeſcore. muſt therefore earneſtly preſs my 
readers, who are. in the flower of their youth, to la- 
bour at thoſe accompliſhments which may ſet off 
their perſons when their bloom 1s gone, and to /ay 
71 timely proviſions for manhood and old age. In 
ſhort, I would adviſe the youth of fifteen to be dreſ- 
fing up every day the man of fifty, or to conlider how 
to make himſelt venerable at threeſcore. 
YouNG men, who are naturally ambitious, 
would do well to obſerve how the greateſt men of an- 


tiquity made 1t their ambition to excel all their con-. 


temporaries in knowledge, Julius Czfar and Alex- 
ander, the moſt celebrated ini{tances of human great- 
neſs, took a particular care to diſtinguiſh themſelves 


by their (kill in the arts and ſciences. We have ftill 
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extant ſeveral remains of the former, which juſtify 
the character given of him by the learned men of his 
own age. As for the latter, it is a known ſaying of 
his, that he was more obliged to Ariſtotle who had 
inſtructed him, than to Philip who bad given him life 
and empire. 'There is a letter of his recorded by Plu-. 
tarch and Aulus Gellius, which he wrote to Ariſtotle 
upon hearing that he had publiſhed thoſe leEtures he 
had given him in private. This letter was written in 
the tollowing words at a time when he was in the 
height of his Perſian conqueſts. 


ALEXANDER to ARISTOTLE, greeting. 
; Y O U have not done well to publiſh your books 
Cc 


of ſelet knowledge ; for what 1s there now in 
* which I can ſurpaſs others, if thoſe things which I 


_ © have been inſtructed in are communicated to every 


© body? For my own part I declare to you, I would 
* rather excel others in knowledge than power, 
7 | | Þ arewel.” 


We ſee by this letter, that the love of conqueſt was 
but the ſecond ambition in Alexander's-ſoul. Know- 
ledge is indeed that which, next to virtue, truly and 
eſſentially raiſes one man above another. Ir finiſhes 
one half of the human ſoul. It makes being pleaſant 
to us, fills the mind with entertaining views, and admi- 
niſters toit a perpetual ſeries of gratifications. It gives 
eaſe to ſolitude, and gracefulneſs to retirement. It 
fills a publick ſtation with ſuitable abilities, and adds 
a luſtre to thoſe who are in poſſeflion of them. 

LEARNING, by which I mean all uſeful knowledge, 
whether ſpeculative. or practical, is in popular and 
mixt governments the natural ſource of wealth and 
honour. If we look into moſt of the reigns from the 
conquelt, we ſhall find that the favourites of each reign 


have been thoſe who have raiſed themſelves. The 


greateſt men are generally the growth of that particu- 
lar age in which they flouriſh. A ſuperior capacity for 
buſineſs, and a more extenſive knowledge, are. the 
ſteps by which a new man often mounts to favgur; 
and outſhines the reſt of his contemporaries. Bur 


3 _ "when 
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when men are aQtually born to titles, it is almoſt im» 
 poflible that they ſhould fail of receiving an additional 
| 54M if they take care to de themſelves 
OT it, 
- T'us ſtory of Solomon's choice does not only in- 
ſtruc us in that point of hiſtory, but furniſhes out a 
very fine moral to us, namely, that he who applies 
his heart to wiſdom, does at the ſame time take the 
moſt proper method for gaining long life, riches-and 
reputation, Which are very often not only the res 
wards, | but the effetts of wiſdom. 

As 1t is very ſuitable to my preſent ſubjeR, I ſhall 
firſt of all quote this paſlage in the words of ſacred 
writ, and airs mention an allegory, in which 
this whole paſſage is repreſented by a famous French 

oet 3; not queſtioning but it will be very pleaſing tg 
uch of my readers as have a tafte of fine writing. 

© In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a 
* dream by night: and God faid, Aſk what I ſhall 
* give thee. And Solomon ſaid, "Thou haſt ſhewed 
© unto thy ſervant David my father great mercy, ac- 
* cording as he walked before thee in truth and in 


< 7ighteouſneſs, and in uprightneſs of heart with thee, 


* and thou haſt kept for him this great kindneſs, that 


& thou haſt given him a ſon to fit on his throne, as it 


& js this day. And now,-O Lord my God, thou haft 
© made thy ſervant king inſtead of David my father: 
« and 1am but a little child : I know not how to go 
©. gut or come in. Give therefore thy ſervant an un- 
* derſtanding heart to judze thy people, that I may 
© diſcern between good and bad ; for who is able to 
© judge this thy ſo great a people? And the ſpeech 
_ ©. pleaſed the Lord, that Solomon had aſked this thing. 

« And God ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haft aſked 
& this thing, and haſt not aſked for thyſelf long lite, 
. * neither haſt aſked riches for thyſelf, nor baſt aſked 

© the life of thine enemies, but haſt aſked for thyſelf, 
© underſtanding to diſcern judgment : Behold I have 
done according to thy words : lo, I have given 
** thee a wile and underſtanding heart, fo that there 
©. was none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
* ſhall any ariſe like unto thee. And I have alſo 
TEE © given 
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£ pjventheethat which thou haſtnot aſked, both riches 
& 2nd honour, ſo that there ſhall not be any among 
© the kings like unto thee all thy days. Andif thou 
« wilt walk in my ways, to keep my ſtatutes and my 
©< commandments, as thy father David did walk, then 
<« Twill lengthen thy days. And Solomon awoke, 
&«& 2nd behold, it was a Dream.” —— | 


THe French poet has ſhadowed this ſtory in an al- 
legory, of which he ſeems to have taken the hint from 
the fable of the three goddefles appearing to Paris, or 
rather from the viſion of Hercules, recorded by Xeno=- 
phon, where Pleaſure and Virtue are repreſented as 
real perſons making their court to the hero with all 
their ſeveral charms and allurements. Health, Wealth, 
Victory and Honour are introduced fucceffively in their 

roper emblems and characters, each of them ſpread- 

ng her temptations, and recommending herſelf to the 
young monarch's choice. Wiſdom enters the laſt, and 
ſo captivates him with her appearance, that he gives 
Himſelf up to her. Upon which ſhe informs him, that 
thoſe who appeared before her were nothing elſe 
but her equipage, and that ſince he had placed his 
Heart upon Witdom, Health,*Wealth, Victory and 
Honour ſhould always wait on her as her handmaids. 


The importance of Pun&uality. [Rambler, No 201.] 


T is obſerved in the writings;of Boyle, that the ex- 
cellency of manufactures, and facility of labour, 

would be much promoted, if the various expedients 
and contrivances which lie concealed in private hands, 
were by reciprocal communications made generally 
known ; for there are few operations that are not per- 
tormed by one or other with ſome peculiar advantages, 
which-though {ingly of little importance, would by 
corjunction and concurrence open new inlets toknow- 

ledge, and give new powers to diligence, | 

wr G 4 THERE 


WW 9 7 0T OP WIT... 


ys 
mw 


izs THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


-- 'FHERE are in like manner ſeveral moral excellens 
cies diſtributed among the various claſſes of mankind, 
which he that converſes in the world ſhould endea« 
vour to afſemble in himſelf, It was ſaid by the learned 
Cujacivs, that he never read more than one book, by 
which he was not inſtructed ; and. he that ſhall ens 
quire -after virtue with ardour and attention, will 
{ſeldom find 2 man by whoſe example or ſentiments 
he may not be improved. . £ 

_ EvEeRry profeſſion has fome eſſential and appropriate 
Virtue, without which there can be no hope of ho- 
nour or ſucceſs, and which as it is more or leſs culti- 


vated, confers within its ſphere of aCtivity different 


 Qeprees of merit and reputation. As the aſtrologers 
range the ſubdivifions of mankind under the planets 
which they ſuppoſe to influence their lives, the .mo- 
raliſt may diſtribute them according to the virtues 
which they neceſſarily practiſe, and conſider. them as 
diſtinguiſhed by prudence or. fortitude, diligence or 
patience. + ak 7 

So much are the modes of excellence ſettled by:time 
and 'place, that men may be heard boaſting in. one 
ftrect of that which they would anxiouſly conceal in 
another. The grounds of ſcorn and eſteetn, the to- 
Picks of praiſe and fatire are, varied according to. the 
ſeveral virtues or vices which the courſe of our lives 


has diſpoſed us to admire or abhor ; but he who is ſo- 


licitous for his own improvement, muſt not ſuffer his 
endeayours to be limited by local reputation, but ſe- 
Ic& from every tribe of mortals their- characteriſtical 
virtues, and conſtellate in himſelf the ſcattered graces 
which ſhine ſingle in other men. 
THE chief praiſe to which a trader generally aſpires 
js that of punctuality, or an exact and rigorous obſer 
vance of commercial promiſes and engagements; nor 
is there any vice of which he ſo much dreads the-w- 
putation, as of negligence and inſtability. "This is a 
quality which the intereſt of mankind requires-to be 
diffuſed through all the ranks of life, but which, how- 
ever uſeful and valuable, many ſeem content to want; 
it is conſidered as a vulgar and ignoble virtue, below 
the ambition of greatneſs or attention of wit, ſcarcely 
Gas 4 ; requitite 
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THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 129 
ifite among men of gaiety and ſpirit, and fold at 
re higheſt Nw Whew it is ſacrificed to a frolick or a 

eſt, | i 
x EveERY man has daily occaſion to remark what vex- 
ations and inconveniences ariſe from this privilege 
of deceiving one another. The active and vivacious 
have fo long diſdained the reſtraints of truth, that pro- 
miſes and appointments have loſt their cogency, and 
both parties negle& their ſtipulations, becauſe each. 
concludes that they will be broken by the other. 

' NEGLIGENCE is firſt admitted in trivial affairs, and 
ſtrengthened by petty indulgencies. He that is not yet 
hardened by cuſtom ventures not on the violation of 
important engagements, but thinks himſelf bound by 
his word in caſes of property or danger, though .he 
allows'himſelf to forget at what time he is to meet 
ladies in the park, or at what tavern his friends are 
expecting him. [0:38 A 

'I'nis ——_ of honour would be more tolerable f 
it could be reſtrained to the play-houſe, the ball-room, 
or the card-table ; yet even there it is ſufficiently trou- 
bleſome, and darkens thoſe moments with expecta- 
tron, ſuſpenſe, uncertainty, and reſentment, which 

{de for the ſofter pleaſures of life, and from 
which we naturally hope f:c unmingled enjoyment, 
and total relaxation. But he that ſutfers the ſlighteſt 
breach in his morality, can ſeldom tell what ſhall 
enter it, or how wide it ſhall be made ; when a paſ- 
fage is opened, 'the influx of corruption is every mo- 
ment wearing down oppoſition, and by flow degrees 


 deluges the heart. : 


ALIGER entered the world a youth of lively 
imagination, extenſive views, and untainted princi- 
ples. His eng incited him. to range from place 
to place; and try all the varieties of converſation ; his 


_ elegance of addreſs and fertility of ideas, gained him 
friends wherever he appeared ; or at leaſt he found the 


general kindneſs of reception always ſhewn to.a young 
man whoſe birth. and fortune give him a claim to no- 
tice, and who has neither by vice or folly deſtroyed 
his privileges. Aliger was pleaſed with. this general 
imile of mankind, and being naturally gentle and 
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flexible was induftrious to-preſerve it by comphance 
and officiouſne(s, but did not ſuffer his deſire of plea- 
ſing to vitiate his integrity. It was his eſtabliſhed 
maxim, that a promiſe is :never to be broken; nor 
was it without long reluctance that he. once ſuffered 

Himſelf .to be drawn away from a feſtal engagement 

by (the 'tmportunity of another company. 

__ Hz ſpent the evening, as is uſual in the rudiments 
of_yice,. with perturbation and imperfect enjoyment, 
and met his diſappointed friends in the morning, with 

'confulion and excuſes. His companions not accuſtom< 

ed to ſuch {ſcrupulous anxiety, laughed at his uneaſi- 

meſs, corapounded the offence for -a bottle, gave him 

;courage.to break his word again, and again levied the 

penalty. He ventured the as experumnent upon an- 

other tociety, and found them equally ready to con- 

Jider it as a venial fault, always incident to a man of 

<quickneſs and gaiety ; till by degrees, he began to 

think himſelt atiiberty to follow the laſt invitatien, and 

.was no longer ſhocked at the turpitade of falſhood, 
He made no difficulty to promite his preſence at dif- 

_ tant places, and if li neſs happened to creep upon 

Him, would tit at home with great tranquillity, and 

Has often, while he ſuak to ſleep in a chair, held tea 

tables in continual expeRation of his entrance. 

- He found it ſopleaſant to live imperpetual vacancy, 

that he ſoon diſmiſſed his: attention as an uſeleſs in- 

aumbrance, and. reſigned himſelf to carelefineſs and 
dimpation, without any regard to the future or the paſt, 

or any: other motive of action than- the- impulſe of a 

ſudden defire, or the attration of immediate pleaſure. 

"The abſent wereimmediately forgotten, and the hopes 

or fears of others had no influence upon his conduc, 

He was 4niſpeculation cempletely juſt, but neyer kept 

his pramiſe to a creditor z he was benevolent, but ab 

ways deceived thoſe friends whom he undertook to.pa- 
tronize: or /aſfiſty . he was prudent, but ſuffered his 
aftairs to be embarraffed for want of ſettling his ac- 
counts at itated times. He courted a young lady, and 
when the ſettlements were drawn, took a ramble into 
the country on. the day appointed to ſign them.: He 
reſolved to travel, and ſent his cheſts on _———_ 
Siotzzt 9 =; bu 
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but delayed to follow them till. he loſt his paſſage. He 
was ſummoned as an evidence in a cauſe of great im- 


portance, and loitered in the way till the trial was 
paſt, It-1s ſaid, that when he had with great ex- 


pence-formed an intereſt in a borough, his opponent 
- contrived by ſome agents, who knew his temper, to 


lure him away en the day of eleCtion.. 


His benevolence draws him into the commiſſion of 
2 thouſand crimes, which others, leſs kind or civil, 


would eſcape. His courteſy invites application, his 


promiſes produce dependence z he has his pockets filled 
with petitions, which he intends ſome time to deli- 
yer and enforce, -and his table covered with letters of 
requeſt, with which he purpoſes to comply ; but time - 
ſlips: imperceptibly away, while he is either idle or 
buſy; his friends loſe their opportunities, and charge 
upon him their miſcarriages and calamities. 
Taraischaracter, however contemptible, 1s not pecu- 
liar to Mliger.. They whoſe aQtivity of imagination is 
often ſhifting the ſcenes of expectation, are frequently 
ſubject to ſuch fſallies of caprice as make all their 
actions fortuitous, deſtroy the value of their friend- 
{hip, obſtruct the efficacy of their virtues, and ſet 
them below the meaneſt of thoſe that perſiſt in their 
reſolutions, execute what they delign, and perfſorar 


| What they have promiſed, _. 


THSPHENSESRSDNO CHO CERES BOS 


The great Benefit of bodily Exerciſe. 
 [SpeQRator, N® 115.] 


DD ODILY. labour /is of two kinds, either that 


which'a man ſubmits to for his livelihood, or that 


which--he undergoes- for his pleaſure. The latter of, 
tzem generally changes the name of labour for that of 
exerciſe, but differs only from ordinary labour as it. 
riſes from another motive... _ | » 
 ACcounTRyY life abounds in both theſe kinds of ]a-: 
bour, and for that reaſon Aves a:man a greate: och, 
TR | '0 
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of health, and conſequently a more perfe&-enjoyment 
of himſelf, than _ other way of life. I conſider the 
| body as a ſyſtem of tubes and glands, or to uſe a more 
_ ruſtic phaſe, a bundle of pipes and trainers, fitted to 
one another after ſo wonderful 4 manneras to make xz 
roper engine for the ſoul to work with. - .Fhis de. 
cription does not only comprehend the bowels, bones, 
. tendons, veins, nerves, and arteries, but every mu{\- 
. cle andevery ligature, which is acompoſition of fibres, 
that are ſo many imperceptible tubes or pipes inter- 
woven on all ſides with invilible glands or ſtrainers. 
_ "Tis general-idea of a human body, without con- 
ſidering it in its niceties of anatomy, lets-us ſee how 
abſolutely neceffary labour ts for the right preſervation 
of it. There muſt be frequent motions and agitations, 
to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate the juices contained in 
it, as well as to clear-and cleanſe that inhnitude of 
Pipes and ſtrainers of which tt is compoſed, and to 
give their ſolid parts a more firm and laſting tone. . La- 
bour or exerciſe ferments the humours, caſts'them into 
their proper channels, throws off redundancies, and 
helps nature in thofe ſecret diſtributions, without 
which the body: cannot ſubſiſt in its vigour, nor the 
ſoul a& with echearfulnefs.  - * wy Sp, 
 . I miGHT here mention the effects, which: this has 
upon all the faculties of the: mind,. by keeping the 
underſtanding clear, the imagination untroubled, and 
refining thoſe fpirits;that-are neceſlary for-the-proper 
exertion of our intellectual faculties, during the pre- 
fent laws of union between foul and body. Its to a 
pegle&t in this particular that we muſt aferibe the 
ſpleen, which is ſo. frequent in men of ſtudious and 
ſedentary tempers, as well as the vapours to which 
' thoſe of the other ſex are fo often ſubjea:- 

Hap not exerciſe been abſolutely-neceflary for our 
well-being, nature would not have made the body fo 
proper for it, by giving ſuch an activity to the limbs, 
and ſuch a pliancy-to every part, as neceſlarily pro- 
duce thaſe compreſhons, extenſions, contortions, di- 
Jatations, and all other kinds of motions that are neceſ(- 
fary for the preſervation of ſuch a fyſtem-of bobs __ 
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glands as has been before-mentioned. And that we 
- might not want inducements to engage us in ſuch an 
Exerciſe of the body as is proper for its welfare, it is 
fo ordered, that nothing valuable can be procured 
without it. Not to mention riches and honour, even 
- food and raiment are 'not to be come at without the 
toil of the hands and ſweat of the brows. Provi- 
dence furniſhes materials, but expects that we ſhoutd 
work them up ourſelves. The earth muſt be laboured 
before it gives its increafe, and when it is forced into 
-Its ſeverat-prodiife, how many hands muſt they paſs 
through before they are fit for ufe ? Manufactures, 
trade, and agriculture, naturally employ more than 
-nineteen- parts of the ſpecies in twenty; and as. for 
thoſe who are not obliged to labour, by the condition 
in which they are born, they are more miſerable than 
[the reſt of mankind, unleſs they indulge themſelves 
-jn that voluntary labour which goes by the name of 
-enenoHerniw-i-, 1027) ' 1, \ ; 
- My friend Sir _— been an indefatigable man 
-tnr buſineſs of this kind, and has hung ſeveral parts 
of his houſe with' the trophies of his former labours. 
'Fhe walls of his great hall are covered with the horns 
of ſeveral kinds of deer that he has killed in the chace, 
which*he thinks "the moſt valuable furniture of his 
Houſe, as they afford him frequent topics of diſcourſe, 
and:ſhew that he has/not been idle. Atthe lower end 
of the "hall, 'is ailarge otter's ſkin ſtuffed with hay, 
which his mother ordered to be hung up in that man=- 
ner, and the knight looks upon with great ſatisfaRtior, 
becauſe it ſeems he was but nine years old 'when his 
dog killed him. A little-room adjoining to the hall is 
a:kind of arſenal filled with guns of ſeveral ſizes and 
inventions, with which ' the knight has made preat 
havock in the woods, and: deſtroyed' many thoufands 
of pheaſants, partridges, and woodcocks, His ſtablte=- 
doors are patched with noſes that belonged to foxes of 
the knight's own hunting down. Sir: Roger ſhewed 
me one of them that, for diſtinction ſake, has a braſs 
nail ſtruck through it, which coſt him about fifteen 
hours riding,; carried. him through half a: dozen 'coun« 
ties, killed him a brace of geldings, and loſt above 
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half his dogs. This the knight looks upon as 'one'ef 
the greateſt exploits of his life. The perverſe widow, 
whom I have given ſome account of, was the death of 
ſeveral foxes; for Sir Roger has told me, that in the 


' courſe of his amours;he patched the weſtern door -of 


his ſtable. Whenever the widow-was cruel, the foxes 
were ſure to pay for-it, In 7 96. as his paſhon 
for the widow abated, and old age came on, he left 
off fox-hunting ; but a hare is not yet ſafe that fits 
within ten:mules of his bouſe. 
THERE is no kind of exercife which I would ſo re- 
.commend to my readers of both ſexes as this of riding, 
-as there is none-which ſo much :conduces to health, 
-and 1s'every way accommodated to the body, accord- 
ing to the idea which I have given of it. Doctor Sy- 
adenbam is very laviſh in its praiſes ; and if the '/Enghfh 
Teader will -ſee the mechanicaleffects of 1t deſcribed at 


length, he may find them in -a book publiſhed not 


many years ſince, under the title of 1edicina Gym- 
naftica, - For my own part, when I am in town, for 
want of theſe opportunities, I exerciſe myſelf an har 


every morning upon-a-dumb: bell: that is-placed ina 
corner of my room, 'and pleaſes:me the more becauſe 


x does every thing I require 4n the moſt profound 
fGleace. Mylandlady and her daughters are {@ well ac- 
quainted with my hours of exerciſe, -that they never 
come into my room'to diſturb me whilſt I am ringing. 


Wren Iwas ſome years younger:than I am at pre» 


ſent, I uſed to employ myſelf. 4n-a more laborious di- 


verſion, which I learned from a Latin'treatiſe- of ex« 
erciſes, that 1s written with great-erudition : it is there 
called the oxouryia, or the fighting with a man's 


own ſhadow, and conſiſts in the brandiſhing of two 


faort Ricks graſped {in each hand, and loaded with 


plugs of lead at either end. This opens the cheſt; 
exerciſes the limbs, and gives a man all the pleaſure of 
Þboxing, without the blows. I could wiſh that ſeveral 
learned men would lay out that time which-they ems 
ploy mm controverſies and diſputes about nothing, in 
this, method of fighting with their own ſhadows. It 
might conduce very much to evaporate'the dpleen, 
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which makes them uneaſy to the public as well as to 
themſelves. T 
To conclude, As I am a compound of ſoul: and 
body, I confider myſelf as obliged to a double ſcheme 
of duties ; and think I have not fulfilled the bufinefs 
of the day when I do not thus employ the one in la- 
bour and-exerciſe, as well as the other in ſtudy and 
contemplation. ; 


IHSSSSISIIISISSSNDSNSSESIGS 


Temperance the beſt Preſervatiue of Health... 
| " | gf 4 [SpeCtator, N? 195} 
HERE is aſtory in the Arabian Nights T ales, 
_ of a king who had long Janguiſhed under an ill 
habit of body, and had taken abundance of remedies 
to no purpoſe, At length, ſays the fable, a phyſician 
cured him by the following method : he took an hol- 
low ball of wood, and filled it with ſeveral drugs ; after 
which he cloſed it up ſo artificially that nothing apr 
ared, He likewite took a mall, and after having 
| llawed the handle, and that pact which itrikes the 
þall, he incloſed in them ſeveral drugs after the ſame 
Manner as in the ball itſelf. - He then ordered: the ſul» 
tan, who was his patient, to exerciſe himſelt early im 
the morning with theſe rightly prepared iaſtrumeants, 
_ fill ſuch time as he ſhould ſweat : when, as the ſtory 
goes, the virtue of the medicameants perſpiring through 
the wood, had ſo good: an influence on the ſultan's 
conſtitution, that they cured him of an indiſpoſitian 
which all the compoſitions he had taken inwardly had 
not been able to remove. 'I his caſtern allegory jg. 

finely contrived. to ſhew us how beneficial bodily lay 
bour 1s to health, and that exerciſe is the moſt effecy 
tual phyſic, : I have deſcribed in my hundred and ff. 
teenth paper, from the general ftrufture and mecha- 
mim of an human body, how ab{olutely neceilary 
exerciſe 1s for its preſervation : I ſhall in this place r 
commend another great preſervative of hcalth, which 
in many caſes produces the ſame eltects as exercilc, 
FEET an 
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and may, in ſome meaſure, fupply its place, where 
| Opportunities of exerciſe are wanting. The preſer- 
vative I am ſpeaking of is temperance, which has thoſe 
particular advantages above all other means of health, 
that it may be practiſed by all ranks and conditions, 
_ at any ſeaſon or in any place. It is a kind of regimen 


Into which every man may put. himſelf, without in- 


terruption to buſineſs, expence of money, or loſs of 
time. If exerciſe throws off all ſuperfluities, tempe- 
rance prevents them ; if exerciſe clears the veſlels, tem- 
perance neither fatiates nor overſtrains them ; if ex- 
erciſe raiſes proper ferments in the humours, and pro- 
 Mmotes the circulation of the blood, temperance gives 
nature her full play,. and enables her to exert herſelf 
in all her force and vigour ; if. exerciſe diffipates a 
growing diſtemper, temperance ſtarves it. af 
Pmrays1c, for the moſt part, is nothing elſe but the 
ſubſtitute of exerciſe or temperance. Medicines are 
indeed abſolutely neceſlary in acute diftempers, that 
cannot wait the {lowwperations of theſe two great in- 
fruments of health ; but did men live in an habitual 
courſe of exerciſe and temperance, there would be but. 
little occaſion for them. Accordingly we find that 
thoſe parts of the world are the moſt healthy, where 
"they ſubſiſt by the chace ; and that men lived longeſt 
when their lives were employed in hunting, and when 
they had-little food beſides what they caught. Bliſter 
ing, cupping, bleeding, are ſeldom of 'ufe but to the 
:ale nn: intemperate; as all thofe inward applications 
which are ſo much in practice among us, are, for the 
moſt part, nothing elſe but expedients tomake luxury 
confiftent with health. "The apothecary is perpetually 
employed in countermining the cook and the vintner; 
It is ſaid of Dzogenes, that meeting a young man who 
was going to a feaſt, he took him up in the ſtreet, and 
carried him home to his friends, as one who-was run- 
ning into imminent danger, had he not prevented'hims 
What would that philoſopher have ſaid, had he been 
preſent at the gluttony of a modern meal ? would not 
he have thought the maſter of a family mad, and have 
begged his ſervant to tie down his hands, had he ſeen 
Him devour fowl, fiſh, and fleſh.; ſwallow oil and 
6.9 vinegar 
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vinegar, wines, and ſpices; throw down ſalads of 
twenty different herbs, ſauces of an hundred ingre-. 
dients, confections and fruits of numberleſs' ſweets 
and flavours ? What unnatural motions and counter=- 
ferments muſt ſuch a medley of intemperance produce. 
in the body? For my part, when I behold a faſhion- 
able table ſet out in all its magnihcence, I fancy, that- 
1 fee gouts and dropfies, fevers and lethargies, with 
other innumerable diſtempers, lying in ambuſcade. 
among the diſhes. | 23% WT 
NaTuRE delights in the moſt plain and ſimple 
dict. Every animal, but man, keeps to one diſh. 
Herbs are the food of this ſpecies, fiſh of that, and fiſh. ' 
of a third. Man falls upon every thing that comes in 
his way ; not the ſmalleſt fruit or excreſcence of the. 
earth, ſcarce a berry, or a muſhroom, can eſcape him. 
Ir is impoffible to lay down' any determinate rule 
for temperance, becauſe what is luxury in one may be 
temperance in another ; but there are few that have 
lived any time in the world; who are not judges of 
their own conſtitutions, ſo far as to know what kinds 
and what proportions of food do beſt agree with them. 
Were I to conſider my readers as my patients, and to 
preſcribe ſuch a kind of temperance as is accommoda- 
ted toall perſons, and ſuch as is particularly ſuitable to 
our climate and way of living, I would copy the fol-" 
lowing rules of a very eminent phyſician. Make your 
Whole repaſt out of one diſh. If you indulge in a 
ſecond, avoid drinking any thing ftrong, till-you have' 
finiſhed your meal ; at the ſame time abſtain from a}l 
ſauces, or at leaſt ſuch as are not the moſt plain and 
ſimple. A man could not be well guilty of gluttony, 
if he ſtuck to theſe few obvious. and eaſy rules. In the 
firſt caſe, there would be no variety of taſtes to ſolicit 
his paints, and occaſion exceſs; nor in the ſecond any 
artificial provocatives 'to relieve ſatiety, and create'a 
falſe appetite. Were to preſcribe a rule for drink- 
ing, it ſhould be formed upon a ſaying quoted by Sir 
Viltam Temple ;, The firft glaſs for myſelf, the ſecond for 
my friends, the third for good-humour, and the fourth for 
mine enemies. But becaule it is impoſlible for one who 
lives in the world to diet himſelf always in fo philo- 
4 | ſophical 
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fophical a manner, I think every man ſhould have his 
days of abſtinence, according as his conſtitution will 
permit. Theſe are great reliefs to nature, as they 
qualify her for ſtruggling with hunger and thirſt, 
whenever any diftemper or duty of life may put her 
upon ſuch difficulties; and at the fame time give hey 
an opportunity of extricating herſelf from her oppreſ- 
. fions,. and recovering the ſeveral tones and ſprings of 
Her diſtended veilels. Befides that, abſtinence well 
timed often kills a ſickneſs in em , and deſtroys 
the firſt ſzeds of an indiſpoſition. It is obſerved by 
two or three antient authors, that Socrates, notwith- 
ſtanding he lived in Athens during that great plague, 
which has made ſo much noiſe through all ages, and 
has been celebrated at different times by ſuch emi- 
nent hands; I ſay, notwithſtanding that he lived in 
the time of this devouring peftilence, he never caught 
the leaſt infetion, which thoſe writers unanimouſly 
aſcribe to that uninterrupted temperance which he al- 
= obſerved. <1 
ND here I cannot but mention an obſervation 
which TI have often made, upon reading the lives of 
the philoſophers, and-comparingthem with any ſeries 
of kings or greatmen of the ſame number. If we con- 
Fider theſe antient ſages, a great part of whoſe philoſo- 
confifted in a temperate and abſtemious courſe of 
Yife, one would think'the life of a philoſopher and the 
life of a man were of two different dates. For we find 


that the generality of theſe wiſe men were nearer a 


hundred than fixty years of age at the time of their 
reſpeQive deaths. But the moſt remarkable in- 
Nance of the efficacy of temperance towards the pro- 
curing of long life, is what we meet with in a little 
book publiſhed by Lewrs Cornarothe PYenetian ; which 
I the rather mention, becauſe it is of undoubted cre- 
dit, as the late Venetian ambaſſador, who was of the 
Tame family, atteſted more than once in converſation, 
when he reſtded in Ergland. Cornaro, who was the 
author of the little treatiſe I am mentioning, was of 
an infirm conſtitution, till about forty, when by ob- 
NKinately perfiſting in an exa& courſe of temperance, 


he recovered a perfect ſtate of health ; infomuch that 


at 
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at fourſcore he publiſhed his book, which has been 
tranſlated into Angi/h under the title of Sure and cer- 
tain methods of attaining a long and healthy life. He 
lived to give a 3d or 4th edition of it, and after ha- 
ving paſſed his hundredth year, died without pain or 
agony, and like one who falls aſleep. The treatiſe I 
mention has been taken notice of by ſeveral eminent 
authors, and 415 written with ſuch a ſpirit of chearful- 
neſs, religion and good ſenſe, as are the natural con- 
comitants of temperance and ſobriety. The mix=- 


ture of the old man in it 1s rather a recommendation 
than a diſcredit to it. 


 Repentance ſiated and. explained. 
| [Rambler, N* 110. 


$ Hh = to pleaſe the Lord and Father of the 
univerſe, is the ſupreme intereſt of created and 
dependent beings, as it is eaſily proved, has been uni- 
verſally confefied ; and fince ail rational agents are 
conſcious of having neglected or violated thoſe duties 
vwhich are preſcribed to them, the fear of being de- 
ſerted, rejected, or puniſhed by. God, has always 
burdened and opprefled the human mind. 'T he expi- 
ation of crimes and renovation of the forfeited hopes 
of divine favour, has therefore conſtituted a large part 
of every religion. 

THe various methods of propitiation and atone - 
ment which fear and folly have dictated, or artifice and 
intereſt tolerated in the different parts of the world, 
however they may ſometimes reproach ordegrade hu- 
manity, at leaſt ſhew the general conſent of all ages 
and nations in their opinion of the mercy and placa- 
bility of the divine nature. That God will forgive, 
may, indeed, be eſtabliſhed as the firſt and funda- 
mental truth of religion ; for though the knowledge 
of his exiſtence is the origin of philoſophy, yet, with- 
out the belief of his mercy, it would hoy very little 
influence upon our moral conduct. There could be 


no 
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rio $20: wer of enjoying the proteQtion or regard of 
him, whom, the leaſt deviation from reCtitude made 
inexorable for ever; and every man would naturally 
withdraw his thoughts from the contemplation of a 
Creator, whom he muſt conſider as a governor too 
pure to be pleaſed, and too ſevere to be pacified ; as 
an enemy infinitely wiſe, and infinitely powerful, 
whom he could neither deceive, eſcape, nor refiſt. 
WHERE there is no hope, there can be no endea- 


vour. A conſtant and unfailing obedience 1s above the. 


reach of terreſtrial diligence ; and therefore the pro- 
greſs of life could only have been the natural deſcent 
of negligent deſpair from crime to crime, had not the 
univerſal perſuaſion of forgiveneſs to be obtained by 
proper means of reconcihation recal:ed thoſe to the 
paths of virtue whom their paſſions had ſolicited aſide; 
and animated to new atterpts, and firmer perſeve- 
rance, thoſe whom difficulty had diſcouraged, or neg- 
ligence ſurprized. | 
In ages and regions ſo disjoined from each other, 
that there can ſcarcely be imagined ary communica- 
tion of ſentiments either by comni-rce or tradition, 
has prevailed a general and uniform expeQation of 
propitiating God by corporal auſfteritics, of anticipa= 
ting his vengeance by voluntary infiictions, and ap- 
peaſing his juſtice by a ſpeedy and cheartul ſubmiſton 
to a leſs penalty when a greater is incurred. 
InNcoRPORATED minds will always feel ſome inc]i- 
nation towards exterior as, and ritual 'obfervances. 
Ideas not repreſented by ſenſible obje&s are fleeting, 
variable and evaneſcent. We are not able to judge of 
_ the degree of conviction which operated at any parti- 
cular time upon our own thoughts, but as it is record- 


® 


ed by ſome certain and definite effect. He that reviews 


his life in order to determine the probability of his ac- 


ceptance with God, if he could once eſtabliſh the ne- 


cellary proportion between crimes and ſufferings, 
might ſecurely reſt upon his performance of the ex- 


piation ; but while ſafety remains the reward only of 


mental purity, he is always afraid leſt he ſhould de- 
cide too foon in his own tayour ; left he ſhould not 


have 
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have felt the pangs of true contrition ; leſt he ſhould 
miſtake ſatiety for abhorrence, or imagine that his 
paſſions are ſubdued when they are only ſleeping. 

From this natural and reaſonable diffidence aroſe, 
in humble and timorous piety, a diſpoſition to con-+ 
found penance with repentance, to repoſe on human 
determinations, and to receive from ſome judicial ſen- 
tence the ſtated and regular aflignment of reconcilia- 
' tory pain. We are never willing to be without re- 
fource ; we ſeek in the knowledge of others a ſuccour 
for our own ignorance, and are ready to truſt any that 
will undertake to dire us when we have no confh- 
dence in ourſelves. | FEM 
. Tris dehire to aſcertain by ſome outward marks the 
ſtate of the ſoul, and this willingneſs to calm the con- 
ſcience by ſome ſettled method, have produced, as they 
are diverſified in their effects by various tempers and 
principles, moſt of the diſquiſitions and rules, the 
doubts and ſolutions, that have embarraſſed the doc- 
_ trine of repentance, and perplexed tender and flexible 
minds with innumerable ſcruples concerning the ne- 
ceſlary meaſures of ſorrow, and adequate degrees of 
ſelf-abhorrence ; and theſe rules corrupted by fraud, 
or debaſed by credulity, have, by the common reſi- 
liency of the mind from one extreme to another, in- 
cited others to an open contempt of all ſubſidiary or- 
 dinances, all prudential caution, and the whole diſci- 
pline of regulated piety.  - - 

REPENT ANCE, however difficult to be practiſed, is, 
if it be explained without ſuperſtition, eaſily under- 
Rood, Repentance is the relinquiſhment of any prattice 
from the conviction that it has of ended God. Sorrow, and 
fear, and anxiety, are properly not parts, but adjuncts 
of FERenrangy ; yet they are ſo cloſely connected with 
It, that. they cannot eaſily be ſeparated ; for they 
not only mark its {incerity, but promote its efficacy. 

No man commits any act of negligence or obſti- 
 Hacy, by which his preſent ſafety or happineſs is en- 
dangered,. without feeling the pungency of remorſe. 
He who. is fully convinced, that he ſuffers by his own 
failure, can never forbear to trace back his miſcarriage 


to. 


e 
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et its firſt cauſe, to image to himſelf a contrary be- 
 haviqur, and to form involuntary reſolutions againſt 

the like fault, even when he knows that he ſhall never 


have the power of committing. it. No man finds 


bimſelf in danger without ſuch trepidations of impa- 
tience. as leave all human means of ſafety behind 
them : he that has once caught an alarm of terror, is 
every moment ſeized with uſeleſs anxieties, always 
adding. one ſecurity to another, trembling with ſud- 
den doubts, and diſtracted by the perpetual occur- 
rence -of new expedients. If, therefore, he whoſe 
crimes have deprived him of the favour of God, can 
reflect upon his conduct without diſturbance, or can 


at will baniſh- the reflection; if he who conſiders + 


bimſelf as ſuſpended over the abyſs of eternal perdition 
only by the thread of life, which muſt ſoon part by 
its own weakneſs, and which the wing of every mi- 
nute may divide, can caſt his eyes round him with- 
out ſhuddering. with horror, or panting for ſecurity ; 
what can he judge of himſelf but that he 1s not yet 
awaked to: ſufficient conviction, ſince every loſs is 
more lamented than the loſs of the divine favour, and 
every danger more dreaded than the danger of final 
condemnation? - | : 
RETIREMENT from the cares and pleaſures of the 
world has been often recommended as uſeful to repen- 
tance, This at leaſt is evident, that every one retires, 
whenever ratiocination and recollection are required 
on other occaſions : and ſurely the retroſpe& of life, 
the diſentanglement of actions complicated with innu- 
merable circumſtances, and diffuſed in various rela- 
tions,. the diſcovery of the primary movements of the 
heart, and the extirpation of luſts and appetites 


deeply rooted, and widely ſpread, may be allowed to 


demand ſome ſeceflion from ſport and noife, and bu- 


ſineſs and folly. Some ſuſpenſion of common affairs, 


ſome pauſe of temporal pain and pleaſure, - is doubt- 
leſs neceſlary to him that deliberates for eternity, who 


ts forming the only plan in which miſcarriage cannot 


be repaired, and examining the only queſtion in which 
miſtake cannot be rectified. 
| AUSTERI- 


| add ce M000 AS 
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AUSTERITIES and mortifications are means by 
which the. mind is invigorated and rouſed, by which 
the attraRtions of pleaſure are interrupted, and the 
chains of ſenſuality are broken. It is obferved by one 
of the fathers, that he who reſtrains himſelf in the uſe 
of things lawful, wiil never encroach ubon things for 
hidden. Abſtinence, if nothing more, 1s, at leaſt, 
a cautious retreat from the utmoſt verge of permiſſion, 
and confers that ſecurity which cannot be reaſonably 
hoped by him that dares always to hover over the 
precipice of deſtruction, or delights to approach the 
pleaſures-which he knows it fatal to partake. Auſte- 
rity is the proper antidote to indulgence; the difeaſes 


of mind as well as body are cured by contraries, and 


to contraries we ſhould readily have recourſe, if we 
dreaded guilt as we dread pain. 

THrs completion and ſum of repentance 1s a change 
of life. That forrow which dictates no caution, that 
fear which does not quicken our eſcape, that auſterity 
which fails to reEtify our afteRions, are vain and una- 
vailing. But ſorrow and terror muſt naturally precede 
reformation ;' for what other cauſe can produce it? He 
therefore that feels himſelf alarmed by his conſcience, 


- anxious for the attainment of a better ſtate, and aMic- 


ted by the memory of his paſt faults, may juſtly con-_ 
clude, that the great work of repentance 1s begun, and 
hope by retirement and prayer, the natural and reli- 
gious means of ſtrengthening his convittion, to im- 
preſs upon his mind ſuch a ſenſe of the divine pre- 
ſence, as may overpower the blandiſhments of ſecular 
delights, and enable him to advance from one degree 
of holineſs to another, till death ſhall ſet him free 
from miſery and temptation. | 


What better can we do, than proſtrate falt 

Before him reverent; and there confeſs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears: 

Wat'ring the ground, and with our ſighs the air 
requenting, ſent from hearts contrite, in ſign 

Of forrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek ? 


T he 


144 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


The Duty of Secrecy.  [Rambler, No 3 } 


T is related by Puintus Curtius, that the Perfians 
| | always conceived a laſting and invincible contempt 
of a man, who had violated the laws of ſecrecy ; for 
they thought, that, however he might be deficient in 
the qualities oy 197 to actual excellence, the nega- 
tive virtues at leaſt were always in his power, aud 
though he perhaps could not ſpeak well if he was to 
try, it was {till eaſy for him. not to ſpeak. fi 

_ I. this opinion of the ealineſs of ſecrecy, they ſeem 

to have conſidered it as oppoſed, not to treachery, but 
loquacity, and to have conceived the man, whom they 
thus cenſured, not frighted by menaces to reveal, or 
bribed by promiſes to betray, but incited by the mere 
pleaſure of ang + or ſome other motive equally tri- 
vial, to lay open his heart without reflection, and to. 
let whatever he knew flip from him, only for want 
of power to retain it. . Whether, by their ſettled and 
avowed ſcorn of thoughtleſs talkers, the Perfians were 
able to diffuſe to any great extent the virtue of taci- 
turnity, we are hindered by the diſtance of thoſe 
times from being able to diſcover, there being very 
few memoirs remaining of the court of Per/epo/is, 
nor any diſtin accounts handed do-vn to us of their 
office clerks, their ladies of the bed-chamber, their 
attorneys, their chamber-maids, or their footmen. 

In theſe latter ages, though the old animoſity againſt 


a prattler is ſtill retained, it appears wholly to have loſt 


its effects upon the conduct of mankind ; for ſecrets. 
are ſo ſeldom kept, that it may with ſome reaſon: be 
doubted, whether the antients were not miſtaken in 
their firſt poſtulate, whether the quality of retention 
be ſo generally beſtowed,'and whether a ſecret has not 
ſome 1ubtle rOmnenays by which it eſcapes almoſt im- 
perceptibly at the ſmalleſt vent ; or ſome power of 
fermentation, by which it expands itſelf ſo as to 


burſt the heart that will not give it way. | 
THOSE that ſtudy either the body or_the mind of 
' man, very often find the moſt ſpecious and pioating 
| theory 
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theory falling under the weight of contrary cxpe- 
rience ; and inſtead of gratifying their vanity by 1n- 
ferring effets from cauſes, they are always reduced 
at laſt to conjecture cauſes from effects. That tt is. 
eaſy to be ſecret the ſpeculatiit can demonſtrate in 


| his retreat, and therefore thinks himſelf juſtified in” 


placing confidence ;* the man of the world knows, 
that, whether difficult or not, it 1s uncommon, and. 
therefore finds himſelf rather inclined to ſearch aftcr: 
the reaſon of this univerſal failure in one of the moſt 
important duties of ſociety. 2: 

Tas vanity of being known to be truſted with a 
ſecret is generally one of -the chief motives to diſcloſe 
it; for however abſurd it: may be thought to boaſt -. 
an honour, by an.a&t which ſhews that it was con- 
ferred without merit, yet moſt men ſeem rather in- 
clined to confeſs the want of virtue than of impor- 
tance, and more willingly ſhew their influence and 
their power, though at the expence of their probity, 
than glide - through life with no other pleaſure than 
the private conſciouſneſs of hdclity ; which, while 
it is preſerved, muſt be without praiſe, except from 
the lingle perſon who tries and knows it. 

THERE are many ways of telling a ſecret, by which 
a man exempts himſelf from the reproaches of - his 
conſcience, and: gratifies his pride without ſuffering 
himſelf to believe that he impairs his virtue.” He tells 
the private affairs of his patron, or his friend, only ts 
thole from whom he would not conceal his own ; he 
tells them to thoſe, who have no temptation to be- 
tray their truſt, or with a denunciation of a certain 
forfeiture of his friendſhip, if he diſcovers that they 
become publick. | | 

SECRETS are very frequently told in the firſt ar- 
dour of kindneſs, or of Jove, for the ſake of proving, 
by ſo important a ſacrifice, the ſincerity of profe!- 
lions, or the warmth of tenderneſs ; but with this 
motive, though it be ſometimes ſtrong in itſelf, vanity 
generally concurs, fince every man naturally defires 
to be moſt eſteemed by thoſe whom he loves, or with 
whom he convetſes, with _ he patles his hours 


00 
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of pleaſure, and to whom he retires from buſineſs ar# 
from care. +) 
WHEN the diſcovery of ſecrets is under conſidera- 
tion, there is always a diſtin&ion carefully to be made 
between our own and thoſe of another, thoſe of which 
we are fully maſters as they affe& only our oven in- 
tereſt, and thoſe which are repoſited with us in truſt, 
and involve the happineſs or convenience of ſuch as 
we have no right to expoſe to hazard by experiments 
upon their lives, without their conſent. To tell our - 
own ſecrets 1s generally folly, but that folly is with- 
out guilt; to communicate thoſe with which we are 
Intruſted is always treachery, and treachery for the 
molt part combined with folly. _ 
 'THERE have, indeed, been ſome enthufiaſtick and 
Irrational zealots for friendſhip, who have maintained, 
and perhaps believed, that one friend has a right to all 
that is in poſleffion of another ; and that therefore it 
1s a violation of kindneſs to exempt any ſecret from 
this boundleſs confidence : Accordingly a late female 
miniſter of ſtate has been ſhameleſs enough to inform 
the world, that ſhe uſed, when ſhe wanted to extract 
any thing from her ſovereign, to remind her of /4n- 
zartgne's reaſoning, who has determined, that to tell a 
ſecret to a friend is no breach of fidelity, becauſe the 
number of perſons truſted is not multiplied, a man 
and his friend being virtually the ſame. 
' THAT ſuch a fallacy could be impoſed upon any 
"human underſtanding, or that an author could have 
been imagined to advance a poſition ſo remote from 
truth and reaſon, any otherwiſe than as a declaimer, to 
ſhew to what extent he could ſtretch his imagination, 
and with what ſtrength he could preſs his principle, 
would ſcarcely have Yn credible, had not this lady 
kindly ſhewn us how far weakneſs may be deluded, 
or indolence amuſed. But ſince it appears, that even 
this ſophiſtry has been able, with the help of a ſtrong 
deſire to repoſe in quiet upon the ungertarg ng of 
another, to miſlead honeſt intentions, and an under- 
ſtanding not contemptible, it may not be ſuperfluous 
to remark, that thoſe things which are common among 
friends are only ſuch as either poſleſles in his _ 
1 T1995 
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x) can alienate or deſtroy without injury to 
[a WI Bir Without this limitation, confidence 
muſt run on without.end, the ſecond perſon may tell 
the ſecret to the third upon the ſame principle as he 
received it from the firlt, and the third may hand it 
forward to a fourth, till at laſt it is told in the round 
of friendſhip to them from whom it was the firſt in- 
tention chiefly to conceal it. PR IIs 1 
THe confidence which Caius has of the faithfulneſs 

of Titius is nothing more than an opinion which him= 
ſelf cannot know to be true, and which Claudius, who 
rſt tells his ſecret to Caius, may know, at leaſt may ſuſ- 

ect to be falſe ; and therefore the truſt is transferred 
x Caius, if he reveal what has been told him, to one 
from whom the : perſon originally concerned would 
probably have withheld it; and, whatever may be 
the event, Caius has hazarded the happineſs of his 
friend, without neceſflity and without permiſſion, and 
has put that truſt in the hand of fortune which was 
given only to virtue. ; 

ALL the arguments upon which a man who is tell- 

ing the private affairs of another may ground his con- 
_ Hdence of ſecurity, he muſt upon reflection know to 
be uncertain, becauſe he finds them without effect 
upon 'himſelf, When he is, imagining that Trtus 
will be cautious from a regard to his intereſt, his re- 
 Putation, or his duty, he ought to reflect that he is 

Fimſelf at that inſtant acting in oppoſition to all theſe 
reaſons, and revealing what intereſt, reputation and 
duty direct him to conceal. | | 
_ EveERy one feels that he ſhould conſider the man 
incapable of truſt, who believed himſelf at liberty to 
tell whatever he knew to the firſt whom he ſhould 
conclude deſerving of his confidence ; therefore Cazus, 
in admitting Tztus to the affairs imparted only to 
himſelf, violates his faith, fince he a&ts contrary to 
the intention of Claudius, to whom that faith was 
given, For promiſes of friendſhip are, like all others, 
uſeleſs and vain, unleſs they are made in ſome known 
ſenſe, adjuſted and acknowledged by both parties. 
_ T1 am not ignorant that many queſtions may be 
Rarted relating to the ay of ſecreſy, where the affairs 
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are of publick concern ; where ſubſequent reaſons may 
ariſe to alter the appearance and nature of the truſt, 
that the manner in which the ſecret was told may 
change the degree of obligation ;-and that the prin- 
Ciples upon which a man is choſen for a confident may 
not always equally conſtrain him. But theſe fcruples, 
If not too intricate, are of too extenſive conſideration 
for my preſent purpoſe, nor ire they ſuch as generally 
Occur in common life ; and though caſuiſtical know- 
lege be uſeful in proper hands, yet it ought by no 
means to-be careleſ{ly expoſed, ſince moſt will uſe it 
rather tolull than awaken their own conſciences ; and 
the threads of reaſoning, on which truth is ſuſpended, 
are frequently drawn to ſuch ſubtility, that common 
eyes cannot perceive, and common ſenſibility cannot 
fee] them. | | 
THe whole doctrine as well as practice of ſecrecy, 
is ſo perplexing and dangerous, that, next to him who 
is compelled to truſt, I think him unhappy who is 
choſen to be truſted ; for he 1s often involved in ſcru- 
ples without the liberty of calling in the help of any 
other underſtanding, he is frequently drawn into 
guilt, under the appearance of friendſhip and honeſty ; 
and ſometimes ſubjected to ſuſpicion by the treachery 
of others, who are engaged without his knowledge 
in the ſame ſchemes, for he that has one confident 
has generally more, and when he is at laſt betrayed, 
is in doubt on whom he ſhall fix the crime. 
- THrs rules therefore that I ſhall propoſe concerning 
ſecrecy, and from which I think it not ſafe to deviate, 
without long and exact deliberation, are—Never to 
ſolicit the knowledge of a ſecret. Not willingly, nor 
without many limitations, to accept ſuch confidence 
when it is offered. When a ſecret is once admitted, 
to conſider the truſt as of a very high nature, impor- 
tant as ſociety, and ſacred as truth, and therefore not 
to be violated for any incidental convenience, or ſlight 


appearance of contrary fitneſs. 
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ba On Truth and Sincerity. [Spe&t. N® 352.] 


"ywRUTH and reality have all the advantages of 
| appearance and many more. If the ſhew of 
any thing be good for any thing, I am ſure ſincerity 
is Fomwey for why does any man diflemble, or ſeem to 
be that which he is not, but becauſe he thinks it good 
to have ſuch a quality as he pretends to ? for to coun- 
terfeit and diflemble, is to put on the appearance of 


ſome real excellency. Now the beft way in the world 
for a man to ſeem to be any thing, is really to be 


what he would ſeem to be. Beſides that it 1s many 
times as troubleſome to make good the pretence of a 
good quality, as to have it; and if a man have it not, 
it is ten to one but he is diſcovered to want it, and 
then all his pains and labour to ſeem to have it is loſt. 
There is ſomething unnatural in painting, which a 
ſkilful eye will eaſily diſcern from native beauty and 
complexion. 

IT is hard to perſonate and a&t a part long ; for 


where truth is not at the bottom, nature will always 


be endeavouring to return, and will peep out and be- 


_ tray herſelf one time or other, Therefore if any man 


think it convenient to ſeem good, let him be fo in- 
deed, and*then his goodneſs will appear to every 
body's fatisfa£tion ; fo that upon all accounts ſincerity 
is true wiſdom, Particularly as to the affairs of this 
world, integrity hath many advantages over all the 
fine and artificial ways of diflimulation and deceit 
it is much the plainer and eaſier, much the ſafer and 
more ſecure way of dealing in the world ; it has leſs 
of trouble and difficulty, of entanglement and per- 
plexity, of danger and hazard in it; it is the ſhorteſt 
and neareſt way to our end, carrying us thither in a 
ſtraight line, and will hold out and laſt longeſt. The 
arts of deceit and cunning do continually grow weaker 
and leſs effectual and ſerviceable to them that uſe 
them ; whereas integrity gains ſtrength by uſe, and 
the more and longer any man practiſeth it, the greater 


lervice it does him, by confirming his reputation, and 


encouraging thoſe with whom he hath to do, to re- 
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poſe the greateſt truſt and confidence in him, which 
ne advantage in the buſineſs and affairs 
of life. 

TRUTH is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and needs 
nothing to help it out ; it is always near at hand, and 
{its vpon our lips, and is ready to drop out before we 
are aware; whereas a lie is troubleſome, and ſets a 
man's invention upon the rack, and one trick needs a 
_ great many more to make it good, It is like building 
upon a falſe foundation, which continually ſtands in 
need of props to ſhore it up, and proves at laſt more 
chargeable than to have pity 4. a ſubſtantial building at 
Art upon a true and ſolid foundation ; for ſincerity is 
firm and ſubſtantial, and there is nothing hollow or 
unſound in it, and becauſe it is plain and open, fears 
no diſcovery ; of which the crafty man is always in 
danger, and when he thinks he walks in the dark, 
all his pretences are ſo tranſparent that he that runs 
may read them ; he 1s the laſt man that finds himſelf 
to be found out, and whilſt he takes it for granted that 
he makes fools of others, he renders himſelf ridiculous, 

ADD to all this, that ſincerity is the moſt compen=- 
dious wiſdom, and an excellent inſtrument for the 
Fpeedy diſpatch of buſineſs ; it creates confidence in 
thoſe we have to deal with, ſaves the labour of many 
inquiries, and brings things to an iſlue in few words ; 
it is like travelling in a plain beaten road, which com- 
monly brings a man ſooner to his journey's end than 
bye-ways, in which men often loſe themſelves. Ina 
word, whatſoever conveniences may be thought to be 
in falſhood and diflimulation, it is ſoon over ; but the 
inconvenience of it is perpetual, becauſe it brings a 
man under an everlaſting jealouſy and ſuſpicion, ſo 
that he is not believed when he ſpeaks truth, nor 
_ truſted perhaps when he means hoy When a 
man has once forfeited the reputation of his integrity, 
he is ſet faſt, and nothing will then ſerve his turn, nei- 
ther truth nor falſhood. | | 

ANDT have often thought that God hath in his great 
wiſdom hid from men of falſe and diſhoneſt minds the 
wonderful advantages of truth and integrity, to the 
- proſperity even of our wordly affairs ; theſe men on 
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ſo blinded by their covetouſneſs and ambition, that 
they cannot look beyond a preſent advantage, nor for- 
bear to ſeize upon it, though by ways never ſo indi- 
re&; they cannot ſee fo far as to the remote conſe- 
quences of a ſteady Integrity. and the vaſt benefit and 
advantages which it will bring a man at laſt, Were 
| but this ſort of men wiſe and clear-lighted enough to 
diſcern this,- they would be honeſt out of very kna=- 
very, not out of any love to honeſty and virtue, but. 
with a crafty deſign to promote and advance more ef=- 
feftually their own intereſts ; and therefore the juſtice 
of the divine providence hath hid this trueſt point of 
wiſdom from their eyes, that bad men might not be 
upon equal terms with the juſt and upright, and ſerve 
their own wicked deſigns by honeſt and lawful means, 

INDEED, if a man were only to deal in the world 
for a day, and ſhould never have occaſion to converſe 
more with mankind, never more need their good opi- 
nion or good word, it were then no great matter (ſpeak=- 
ing as ta the concernments of this world) if aman ſpent 
his reputation all at once, and ventured it at one throw: 
but if he be to continue in the world, and would have 
the advantage of converſation whilſt he is in it, let 
him make ule of truth and ſincerity -in all his words 
and ations ; for nothing but this will laſt and hold 
out to the end: all other arts will fail, but truth and 
integrity will carry a man through, and bear him out 
to the laſt, | | | 
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Rules for the Knowledge of one's felf. 
| [SpeQator, N? 4399. ] 


YP OCRISY at the faſhionable end of the 

_ & townis very difterent from hypocriſy in the City. 
The modiſh hypocrite endeayours to appear more vi- 

cious than he really is, the other kind of hypocrite 

more virtuous. The former is afraid of every thing 

that has the ſhew of religion in it, and” would be 

H 4 thought 
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thought engaged in many criminal gallantries and A- 
mours, which he ts not guilty of. T he latter aſſumes 
a face of fanctity, and covers a multitude of vices 
under a ſeeming religious deportment. EO" 
| BvrT there is another kind of hypocriſy, which 
differs from both theſe, and which I intend to make 
the ſubject of this paper : Fmean that hypocrify, by 
which a man does not only deceive the world, but 
very often impoſes on himſelf; that hypocriſy which 
conceals his own heart from him, and makes him be- 
Heve he is more virtuous than he really is, and either 
not attend to kis vices, or miſtake even his vices for 
virtues. It is this fatal hypocriſy and ſelf-deceit, 
which is taken notice of in theſe words, Hho can un- 


eer/tand hrs errors © cleanſe thou me from ſecret faults. 


F the open profeflors of impiety deſerve the utmoſt 
application and endeavours of moral writers, to reco- 
ver them from vice and folly, how much more may 
thoſe lay a claim to their care and compaſſion, who are 
walking in the paths of death, while they fancy them- 
telves engaged in a courſe of virtue ! I ſhall endeavour 
therefore to lay down ſome rules for the diſcovery of 
thoſe vices that lurk in the ſecret corners of the ſoul ; 
and to ſhew my reader thoſe methods, by which he 
may arrive at a true and impartial knowledge of him- 
felf. The uſual means preſcribed for this purpoſe, 
afe to examine ourſelves by the rules which are laid 
down for our direction in ſacred writ, and to compare 
our lives with the life of that perſon who acted up 
to the perfection of human nature, and is the ſtanding 
ext; as well as the great guide and inſtructor, 
of thoſe who receive his doctrines. Though theſe 
two heads cannot be too much inſiſted upon, I ſhall 
but juſt mention them, fince they have been handled 
by many great and eminent writers. 

I woULD therefore propoſe the following methods 
to the conſideration of ſuch as would find out their 


 fecret faults, and make a true eſtimate of themſelves. 


In the firſt place, let them conſider well, what are 
the characters which they bear among their enemies: 


_ Our friends very often flatter us as much as our own 


hearts. They either do not ſce our faults, or a3 4a 
EE _ | them 
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them from us, or ſoften them by their repreſentations, 


after ſuch a manner, that we think them too trivial to 
be taken notice of. An adverſary, on the contrary, 


makes a ricter ſearch into us, diſcovers every flaw and 


imperfection in our tempers ; and, though his malice 


-may ſet them in too ſtrong a light, it has generally ſome 


ground ſor what it advances, A friend exaggerates a 
man's virtues, an enemy inflames his crimes. A wiſe 
man ſhould give a juſt attention to both of them, fo 

far as they may tend to the improvement of the one, 


and the diminution of the other. Plutarch has written 


an clay on the benefits which a man may receive from 
his enemies; and among the good fruits of enmity, 
mentions this in particular, that, by the reproaches 
which it caſts upon us, we fee the worit ſide of our- 
ſelves, and open our eyes to ſeveral blemiſhes and de- 
feRs in our lives and converſations, which we ſhould 


not have obſerved without the help of ſuch ill-natured 


monitors. | | | 
In order likewiſe to come to a true knowledge of 
ourſelves, we ſhould conſider on the. other hand, how 


far we may deſerve the praiſes and approbations which 


the world beſtow upon us; whether the actions they 
celebrate proceed from laudable and worthy mo- 
tives ;- and how far we are really poſſeſled of the vir- 
tues, which gain us applauſe among thoſe with whom 


we converſe. Such arefleCtion is abſolutely neceſlary, if 


we conſider how apt we areeither to value or condemn 
ourſelves by the opinions of others, and to ſacrifice the 
report of our own hearts to the judgment of the world. 
_ In: the next place, that we may not deceive our- 


ſelves in a point of ſo much importance, we ſhould not 


lay too great a ſtreſs on- any fuppoſed virtues we poſ- 
ſeſs, that are of a doubtful nature: and ſuch we may. 
elteem all thoſe in which multitudes. of men diſſent 
from us, who are as good and wiſe as ourſelves. We 
ſhould always a& with great cautiouſneſs and cir- 
cumſpection, in points where it is not impoſſible that 
we may be deceived. Intemperate zeal, bigotry, and 


_ perſecution for any party or opinion, how praiſe- 


worthy foever they may appear toweak menof ourown- 
H 5 | prin y 
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Principles, produce infinite calamities among mankind, 
and are highly criminal in their own nature; and yet 
how many perſons, eminent for piety, ſuffer ſuch 
monſtrous and abſurd principles of action to take root 
in their minds under the colour of virtues? For my 
own part, I muſt own, I never yet knew any party 
ſo juſt and reaſonable, that a man could follow it in 
3ts height and violence, and at the ſame time be in- 
\NOCEnt. | Thats 
We ſhould likewiſe be very apprehenſive of thoſe 
actions, which proceed from natural conſtitution, fa- 
vourite paſſions, particular education, or whatever pro- 
motes our worldly intereſt or advantage. In theſe or 
the like caſes, a man's judgment is eaſily perverted, and 
a wrong bias hung upon hismind. Theſe are the in- 
| Jets of prejudice, the unguarded avenues of the mind, 
_ by which a thouſand errors, and ſecret faults find ad- 
miſkon, without being obſerved or taken notice of. A 
wiſe man will ſuſpect thoſe aCtions to which he 1s di- 
rected by ſomething beſides reaſon, and always ap- 
rehend ſome concealed evil in every reſolution that 


3s of a diſputable nature, when it is comformable to. 


his particular temper, his age, or way of life, or when 
it favours his pleaſure or his profit. | 
"THERE is nothing of greater importance to us, than 
thus diligently to ſift our thoughts, and examine all 
theſe dark recefles of the mind, if we would eſtabliſh 
our ſouls in ſuch a ſolid and ſubſtantial virtue as will 
turn to account in that great day, when it muſt ftand 
the teſt of infinite wiſdom and juſtice, xj 
- I 8nALL conclude this effay with obſerving that the 
two kinds of hypocriſy I have here ſpoken of, namely 
that of deceiving the world, and that of impoſing on 
ourſelves, are: touched with wonderful beauty in the 
hundred thirty-ninth pſalm. The folly of the firſt kind 
of hypocriſy is there ſet forth by refletions on God's 
omniſcience and omnipreſence, which are celebrated 
in as noble ſtrains of poetry as any other I ever met 


with, either ſacred- or profane. - The other kind of 


hypocriſy, whereby a man deceives himſelf, is _inti- 
mated in. the two laſt verſes, where the pſalmiſt ad- 
grefſes himſelf to the great ſearcher of hearts in that 


emphatical 


_) 
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emphatical petition; Try me, O God, and ſeek the 
round of my heart z prove me and examine my thoughts : 
Jook well if there be any way of wickedngſs in me, and 
lead me in the way everlaſling. 
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The Mercy of Afliftion; an Eaſtern Story. PN 
tins "__ TAdvent. N* 76.] 


OZALDAB, Caliph of Egypt, had dwelt ſe- 

curely for many years in the ſilken pavilions of 
pleaſure, and had every morning anointed his head 
with the oil of gladneſs, when his only ſon ABoRAaM, 
for whom he had crouded his treaſuries with gold, ex- 
tended his dominions with conqueſts, and ſecured then 
with impregnable fortreſles, was ſuddenly wounded, 
as he was hunting, with an arrow from an unknown. 
hand, and expired in the field. 

BoZzALDAB, in the diſtraction of grief and deſpair, 
refwſed to return to his palace, and retired to the 
gloomieſt grotto in the Ty 6 i mountain : he 
there rolled himſelf in-the. duft, tore away the hairs 
of his hoary beard, and daſhed the cup of confolation 
that PATIENCE offered him to the ground. He ſuf- 
tered not his minſtrels to approach his preſence; but 
liſtened to the (creams of the melancholy birds of mid- 
night, that flit through the ſolitary vaults and echoing 
chambers of the Pyramids. ** Can that GOD be be-. 
<« nevolent,” he cryed, ©. who thus wounds the fou} 
© as from an ambuſh, with unexpected ſorrows, and 
© cruſhes his creatures in a moment with irremediable 
*© calamity? Ye lying Imans, prate to us no more of 
* the juſtice and the kindneſs of an all-direQting and 
* all-loving PROVIDENCE | He, whom ye pretend 
* reigns in Heaven, is fo far from protecting the miſe- 
** rable fons of men, that he perpetually delights ta. 
** blaſt the ſweeteſt lowrets in the garden of Hort ; 
** and like a malignant giant, to beat down the « 
* ſtrongeſt towers of m_—_ L "209 with the iron mace 
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$6 of his anger. If this Being poſſeſſed the goodneſs 
*© and the power with which flattering prieſts have 
\+$©'jnveſted him, he would doubtleſs be inclined and 
© enabled to baniſh thoſe evils : which render the 
*© world a dungeon of diſtreſs, a vale of vanity and 
**:woe. = will-continue in it no longer !” - : 
AT that moment he furioufly raiſed his hand, which #8 
 DesPAIR had armed with a dagger, to ſtrike deep WM 
 ynto his boſom ; when ſuddenly-thick flaſhes of hght- 
ning fhot through the cavern, and a being of more 
than human beauty and mag1itude, arrayed in azure 
robes, *crowned with amatanth, and waving a branch 
of palm in his right hand; arreſted the arm of the 
trembling and aſtoniſhed CALiPH, and: faid with a 
| majeſtic ſmile, © Follow me to the top of this moun- 
tain.” 
- & Look from hence,” ſaid the awful conductor, © I 
< amCaLoc, the Angel of PEACE, look from hence 
« into the valley.” © 
_ » BozALDAB opened his eyes and beheld a barren, a 
Jultry, and ſolitary iſland, in the midſt of which ſit a 
pale meagre and ghaſtly figure : it was a merchant juſt 
periſhing with famine, and lamenting that he could 
_ fnd'ineither wild berries nor a ſingle ſpring in this for- 
lorn uninhabited defart 3 and begging the - protection 
of heayen againſt the tigers that would now certainly 
_ deftroy him, fince he had conſumed the laſt fuel he 
had collected to make nightly fires to affright them. 
He then caſt a cafket of jun on the ſand, as trifles 
of no ufe ; and crept feeble and trembling to an emi- 
nence, where he was accuſtomed to fit every evening 
to watch the ſetting ſun, and to give a ſignal to any 
| ſhip that might haply approach the iſland. 7% 
* INHABITANT of heaven,” cried BozALDAB, 
« ſuffer not this wretch to periſh by the fury of wild 
*© beaſts.” +5 Peace,” ſaid the ANGEL, © and obſerve.” 
He looked again, and behold a veſſel arrived at the 
- deſolate iſle. What words can paint the rapture of 
the ſtarving merchant, when the captain offered to 
tranſport him to his native country, if he would re- . 
ward him with half the: jewels of his caſket. No 
ſooner had this pityleſs commander received the * pu 
| h 
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| lated ſum, than he held a conſultation with his crew, 


and they agreed. to ſeize the: remaining jewels, 'and 


| Jeave the unhappy exile in the-ſame helpleſs and la- 
 mentable condition in which they | diſcovered him. 


He wept and trembled, intreated and implored in vain. 
&« Wi1LL HEAVEN permit ſuch injuſtice to be prac- 


- © tiſed ?? exclaimed BOoZALDAB,—*< Look again,” 
ſaid the ANGEL, *©* and behold the very ſhip in which, 


<« ſhort-ſighted as thou art, thou wiſhedſt the 'mer- 
& chant might embark, daſhed in pieces on a rock : 


 & (oft thou not hear the cries of the ſ{inking ſailors? 


& Preſume not to direct the GovERNoR of the UnT- + 
« yERSE in his diſpoſal of events. 'I'he man whom 
& thou haſt pitied ſhall be taken from this dreary fo- 
<& ljitude, but-not by the. method thou wouldſt pre- 
« ſcribe. His vice was avarice, by which he became 
& not only abominable but wretched ; he fancied 


< ſome mighty charm in wealth, which, like the 


&« wand of ABDIEL, would gratify every wiſh and 


<6 gabviate every fear. 'This-wealth he has now been 
< taught not only to depiſe but abhor : he caſt his 


jewels upon the ſand, and confeſled them to be 
uſeleſs ; he-offered part of them to the mariners, 


4 and perceived them to be pernicious : he has now 


learnt, that they are rendered uſeful or vain, good 
or evil, only by the ſituation and temper of the 
poſſeſlor. Happy is he whom diſtreſs has taught 
wiſdom ! But turn thine eyes to another and more 


«c intereſting ſcene.” 


Tax Carien inſtantly beheld a ma nificent pas 
lace, adorned with the ſtatues of his anceſtors wrought 


| in jaſper; the ivory: doors of which, turning on 


hinges of the gold of GoL.conDA, diſcovered a throne 
of diamonds, ſurrounded with the RaJas of fifty na< 
tions, and with ambaſladors in various habits and of 
different complexions'; on which ſat ABoRAM the 
much lamented ſon of BozALDAB, and by his fide 


'_ a Princeſs fairer than a HouR1. 


- © GRaAcious ALLA !—it- is my ſon,” cried the 
CALIPH——* Q let me hold him to my heart !* 
* Thou canſt not graſp an unſubſtantial viſion,” re- 
plied the ANGEL ; 5* I am now ſhewing thee what 
| * would 
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<< would have been the deſtiny of thy ſon, had he 
© continued longer on the earth.” ' © And why,” 
-returned BozALDAB, ©* was he not permitted to con- 
<« tinue? Why was | not ſuffered to be a witneſs of 
<< ſo-much felicity and power ?” © Confider the ſe- 
<<. quel,” replied he that dwells in the fifth heaven. 
 BozALDAB looked earneſtly, and ſaw the countenance 
.of his fon, on which he had been uſed to behold the 
-placid ſmile of ſimplicity and the vivid bluſhes of 
health, now diſtorted with rage, and now fixed in the 
inſenſibility of drunkenneſs ; it was again animated 
-with diſdain, it became pale with apprehenſion, and 
appeared to be withered by intemperance; his hands 
-were ſtained with blood, and he trembled by turns 
with fury'and terror: the palace, fo lately ſhining with 
oriental pomp, changed ſuddenly into the cell of a 
dungeon, where his ſon lay ſtretched out on the cold 
avement, gagged and bound, with his eyes put out. 
oon after he perceived the favourite Sultana, who 
before was ſeated by his fide, enter with a bowl of 
poiſon, which ſhe compelled ABorRam to drink, and 
afterwards married the ſucceffor to his throne. 
s © Hayyy,” faid CAaLoc, © is he whom PRoyt- 
©. DENCE has by the angel of death ſnatched from 
<< guilt! from whom that power is with-held, which, 
<< if he had poſſeſſed, would have accumulated upon 
*© himſelf yet greater miſery than it could bring upon 
& others.” ry big | | 
& IT is enough,” cried BozALDAs; ©© 1 adore the 
£ infcrutable ſchemes of OMnisciEncet !—-— From 
| © what dreadful evil has my ſon been reſcued, by a 
_*© death which I raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and 
<< premature ! a death of innocence and peace, which 
* has blefſed his memory upon earth, and tranſmitted 
© his ſpirit to the ſkies.” | TOR 4 
: © CasT away the dagger,” replied the heavenly 
meſſenger, © which thou waſt preparing to plunge in- 
* to thine own heart. Exchange complaint for ſilence, 
5 and doubt for adoration. Can a mortal look down, 
*© without giddineſs and ſtupefaCtion, into the vaſt 
£© abyſs of ETERNAL WisDoM ? Can a mind that 


| * ſees not infinitely, perfeRly comprehend any thing 
3 «© among 
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"< among 'an infinity of obje&ts mutually relative ? 
 & (Can the channels, which thou commandeſt to be 

« cut to receive the annual .inundations of the NiLE, 

&« contain the waters of tke Oct an ? Remember, that 

« perfect happineſs cannot be conferred on a crea- 

« ture ; for perfe& happineſs is an attribute as incom« 

« municable as perfect power and eternity.” | 

THrte ANGEL, while he was ſpeaking thus, ftretch- 
ed out his pinions to fly back to the Empyreum ;- and 
the flutter of his wings was like the ruſhing of a ca- 

taraCt, | & «1M [3 
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Perſanal Beauty produced by Maral Sentiment. 
WAKRTO [Advent. N*' 82.] 


T HOUGH the danger of diſappointment is al- 
. & ways in proportion to the height of expeCtation 
yet I this day claim the attention of the ladies, an 
rofeſs to teach an art by which all may obtain what 
ke hitherto been deemed the prerogative of a few : an 
art by which their predominant paſſion may be grati- 
fied, and. their conqueſts not only extended but ſe- _ 
cured ; ** The art of being PRETTY.” _ | 
. BuT though, my ſubject may intereſt the ladies, it 
_ may, perhaps, offend thoſe profound moraliſts, who 
have long ſince determined, that BEAUTY ought ra- 
ther to be deſpiſed than delired ; that, like ſtrength, 
it is a mere natural. excellence, the effet of cauſes 
wholly out of, our power, and not intended either as 
the pledge of happineſs or the diſtinCtion of merit. ' 
_ To theſe gentlemen I ſhall remark, that beauty is 
among thoſe qualities, which no effort of human wit 
could ever bring into contempt : 1t is, therefore, to be 
wiſhed at leaſt, that beauty was in ſome degree depen- 
dant upon SENTIMENT and MANNERS, that ſo high 
a privilege might not be pouetles by the unworthy, 
and that human reaſon might no longer ſuffer the tnor- 


tihcation of thoſe who are compelled to adore an idol, 
which 
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which differs from a ſtone or a log only by the fkill of 
the. artificer:: and if they cannot themſelves. behold 
beauty. with: indifference, they muſt, ſurely, approve 
.an attempt to ſhew that it merits their regard. 
1 $HALL, however, principally conſider that ſpecies 
of. beauty which is exprefled in the countenance ;. for 
this alone is peculiar to human beings, and is not.lefs 
-complicated: than their nature. In the countenance 
there are but two MAtNG to perfect BEAUTY, which 
-are wholly produced | by external cauſes, . colour: and 
. proportion : and it will appear, that even in common 
eſtimation theſe are not the chief ; but that though 
there may. be beauty without.them, yet there cannot 
| be beauty without ſomething more. IR 
FHeE hneſt features, ranged in the moſt exa&t ſym- 
metry, and heightened by the moft blooming com- 
*plexion, muſt beanimated before they can ſtrike ; and 
when they are animated, will generallyexcite the ſame 
paſſions which they.expreſs. If they are fixed in the 
dead calm of inſenſibility, they will be examined with- 
out emotion ; and if they do not expreſs kindneſs, the 
/ will be beheld withoutlove. Looks of contempt, dif. 
dain, or maleyolence, will be reflected, as from a mir- 
rour, by every countenance on which they are turned ; 
and if a-wanton aſpect excites deſire, it is but like that 
of a ſavage for his prey, which cannot be gratified 
without the deſtruction of its objec. $3 ie fy? 
' _AmoNG particular graces the dimple has always 
been allowed the preeminence, and the reaſon is-evi- 
dent; dimples are produced by a fmile, and a ſmile is 
an expreſſion of complacency : ſo the contraction of 
the brows into a frown, as it 1s an indication'of a con- 
trary temper, has always been deemed a capital defect. 
. T ne lover is generally at a loſs to define the beauty, 
by which his vaſkion was ſuddenly and- irrefiſtibly de- 


termined to a particular obje& ; but this could never 
happen, if it depended upon any known rule of pro- 
portion, upon the ſhape or diſpolition: of the. features, 
or the colour of the ſkin: he tells you, that it is fome- 
thing which he cannot fully expreſs, ſomething not- 

od in any part, but diffuſed over the whole ; he calls 
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-.'2 ſweetneſs, a ſoftneſs, a placid ſenſibility, or gives 
it Fo other appellation which connects beauty with 
SENTIMENT, and expreſles a charm which 1s not pe- 
culiar to any ſet of features, but 1s perhaps poſhble 
to-alli-- 7 | +4 
THis beauty, however, does not always conſiſt in 
ſmiles, but varies as expreſſions of meekneſs and kind- 
neſs vary with their objects ; it 1s extremely forcible 
| in the ſilent complaint of patient ſufferance, the ten- 
der ſolicitude of friendſhip, and the glow of filial obe- 
dience ; and in tears, whether of joy, of pity, or of 
orief, it is almoſt irreſiſtible. | 
_ Tris 1s the charm which captivates without the aid 
of nature, and without which her utmoſt bounty is in» 
effecual. But it cannot be aflumed as a maſk to con- 
ceal inſenfibility or malevolence ; it muit be the ge- 
nuine effect of correſponding ſentiments, or it will 
impreſs upon the countenance a-new and more diſ- 
guſting deformity, AFFECTATION; it will produce 
the grin, the fimper, the ſtare, the languiſh, the pout, 
and - innumerable other grimaces, that render folly 
ridiculous, and change pity to contempt. By ſome, 
indeed, this ſpecies of hypocriſy. has been praCtiſed 
with ſuch ſkill as to deceive ſuperficial obſervers, 
though it can deceive even thefe but for a moment. 
Looks which do not correſpond with the heart, can- 
not be aſſumed without labour, nor continued without 
pain; the motive to relinquiſh them muſt, therefore, 
{oon preponderate, and the aſpe& and apparel of the 
viſit will be laid by together; the ſmiles and the lan- 
guiſhments of art will vaniſh, and the fierceneſs of rage, 
or the Pooneof diſcontent, will either obſcure or de- 
ſtroy all the elegance of ſymmetry and complexion. | 
Tre artificial aſpe& is, indeed, as wretched a 
ſubſtitute for the expreſſion of ſentiment, as the ſmear 
of paint for the bluſhes of health : it is not only equal- 
ly tranſient, and equally liable to deteRion ; but as 
Paint leaves the countenance yet more withered and 
ghaſtly, the paſſions burſt out with more- violence 
after reſtraint, the features become more diſtorted, and 
excite more determined averſion, Wh Rs 


BEAUTY, 


wy 
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BEAVvTy, therefore, depends principally upon the 
mind, and conſequently may be influenced my Fogg 
cation. It has been remarked, that the predominant 
rr may generally be diſcoveredin the countenance 

ecauſe the muſcles by which it is expreſled, being al- 
moſt perpetually contracted, loſe their tone, and never 
totally relax ; ſo that the expreflion remains, when the 
paſhon 1s ſuſpended : thus an angry, a diſdainful, a 
ſubtil, and a ſuſpicious temper, is diſplayed in charac- 
ters that are almoſt univerſally underſtood. It is 
equally true of the pleaſing and the ſofter paſſtons, that 
they leave their ſignatures upon the countenance when 
they ceaſe to act: the prevalence of theſe paſſions, 
therefore, produces a mechanical effe&tupon the aſpect, 
and gives a turn and caſt to the features which make 
& more favouravie and forcible impreſſion upon the 
mind of others, than any charm produced by mere 
external cauſes. 


| NeIiTHER does the beauty which depends upon 


temper and ſentiment, equally endanger the poſleflor z 
£ It is,” touſe an eaſtern metaphor, ** like the towers 
* of a city, not only an ornament but a defence :” if 
it excites defire, it at once controuls and refines it ; it 
reprefies with awe, it ſoftens with delicacy, and it 
wins to imitation. The love of reaſon and of virtue 
3s mingled with the love of beauty ; becauſe this beauty 
is little more than the emanation of intelleCtual excel- 
lence, which is not an obje& of corporeal appetite, 
As it excites a purer paſhon, it alſo more forcibly en- 
ages to fidelity : every man finds himſelf more power- 
fully reſtrained from-giving pain to goodneſs than to 
beauty ; and every look of a countenance in which 
they are blended, in which beauty is the expreflion 
of goodneſs, is a filent reproach of the firſt irregular 
wiſh ;- and the purpoſe immediately appears to be dif- 
—_— and cryel, by which the tender hope of in- 
ble affetion would be diſappointed, the placid 

. confidence of unſuſpeQing ſimplicity abuſed, and the 
eace even of virtue endangered, by the moſt ſordid 


nfidelity and the breach of the ſtrongeſt obligations. 


BuT 
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BvuT the hope of the hypocrite muſt periſh. When 
the iQitious beauty has laid by her ſmiles, when the 
luſtre of her eyes and the bloom of her cheeks have loſt 
their influence with their novelty ; what remains but a 
tyrant diveſted of power, who will never be ſeen withs 
out a mixture of indignation and diſdain ? "The only 
deſire which this object could gratify, will be transfer- 
red to another, not only without reluQtance but with 
triumph. As reſentment will ſucceed to diſappoint- 
ment, a deſire to mortify will ſucceed to a delire to 
pleaſe; andthe huſband may be urged to ſolicit a miſ- 
treſs, merely by a remembrance of the beauty of his 
wife, which laſted only till ſhe was known. 
_Ltxr it, therefore, be'remembered, that none can 
be diſciples'of the GRACEs, but in the ſchool of Vir= 
TUE; and that thoſe who wiſh to be LOVELY, mul 
learn early to be 600D. 


tapas baggage 
5 OnOMENS. [SpeRt. N*p.] 


FR*YOING yeſterday to dine with an old acquain- 
tance, I had the misfortune. to find his whole 

family very much dejected. Upon aſking him the oc» 

caſton of it, he told me that his wife had dreamed a 
{trange dream the night before, which they were afraid 
portended ſome misfortune to themſelves or to their 
children. At her coming into the room, I obſerved. a 
ſettled melancholy in her countenance, which I ſhould 
have been troubled for, had I not heard from whence 
it proceeded, We were no ſooner ſat down, but after 
having looked upon me a little while, 14y dear, ſays 
ſhe, turning to her huſband, you may now ſee the ſtranger 
that was in the candle laſt night. Soon after this, as 
they began to talk of family affairs, a little boy at the 
| lower end of the table told her, that he was to go into 

join hand on Thurſday. Thurſday ? ſays ſhe ; No, child, 
if it pleaſe God, you ſhall not begin upon Childermas-day; 
tell your writing maſter that Friday will be ſoon enough. 
Iwas refleting with myſelf on the oddneſsof her fancy, 


and 


Te 
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and wondering that any body would eftablifh it as a 
rule to loſe a day in ery week, In the midſt of theſe 
my muſings, ſhe deſired me to reach her a little falt 
upon the pojnt of my knife, which I did in ſuch a tre- 
pidation and hurry of obedience, that I let it drop by 
the way ; at which ſhe immediately:ſtartled, and ſaid 
it fell towards her. Upon this I looked very blank; 
and oblerving the concern of. the, whole table, began 
to conſider myſelf, with ſome confuſton, as a perſon 
that had brought a diſaſter upon the family. The lady, 
however, recovering herſelf after a little ſpace; ſaid to 
her huſband, with a ſigh. Ay dear, misfortunes never 
come ſingle. My friend, I found, acted but an under. 
part at his table, and being a man of more gvod-na- 
ture than underſtanding. thinks himſelf obliged to fall 
in with all the [paſſions and humours of his yoke-fel- 
low: Do not you. remember, child, ſays ſhe, that thz 
pigeon-houſe fel the very afternoon that our careleſs wench 
ſpit the ſalt upon the table © Yes, ſays he, my dear, and 
the next poſi brought us an account of the battle of Al« 
manza. 'The reader may gueſs at the figure I made, 
after having done all this -miſchief.-' I dilpatched my 
dinner, as ſoon as I could, with my uſual taciturnity ; 
when, to my utter confuſion, the Jady feeing me quit- 
ting my knife and fork, and laying them acroſs one 
another: upon my plate, defired me that I would hu- 
mour her: ſo far as to take them out of that figure, and 
place them ſide by fide. What the abſurdity was 
which I had committed I did not know, but I ſuppoſe 
there was ſome traditionary ſuperſtition in. it ; and 
therefore, in obedience to the lady of the houſe, I diſ- 
poſed of my knife and fork in two parallel lines, which 
1s the figure I ſhall always lay them in far the future, 
though 1 do not know any reaſon for it. 

IT is not difficult for a man to ſee that a perſon. has: 
conceived an averſion to him. For my own part, 1 
quickly found, by the lady's looks, that ſhe regarded 
me as a very odd kind of fellow, with an unfortunate 
aſpect. For which reaſon I took my leave ummediate- 
iy after dinner, and withdrew to my own lodgings. 
Upon-my return home, I fell into a profound contem- 


plauion on the evils that attend theſe ſuperſtitious _— 
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of mankind ; how they ſubje& us to imaginary afflic- 
tions, and additional ſorrows, that do not properly 
come within our lot. As if the natural calamities of 


| Hfe were not ſufficient for'it, we turn the moſt indif= 


ferent circumſtances into misfortunes, and ſuffer as 
much from trifling accidents, as from real evils IT 
have known the ſhooting of a ſtar ſpoil a night's reft ; 
and have ſeen a man in love grow pale and Joſe his 
appetite, upon the plucking of a merry-thought. A 
iow at midnight has alarmed a family more 
than a band of robbers; nay, the voice of a cricket 
hath truck more terror than the roaring of a lion, 
There is nothing ſo inconſiderable, which may not 
appear dreadful to an imagination that is-flled with 
omens and prognoſtics. ruſty nail, or a crooked 
pin, ſhoot up into prodigies. | 
 T REMEMBER I was once in a mixed afſembly, that 
was full of noiſe and mirth, when on a ſudden an old 
woman unluckily obſerved there were thirteen of us in 
company. This remark ftruck a panic terror into 
ſeveral who were preſent, inſomuch that one or two of 
the ladies were going to leave the room ; but a friend 
of mine taking notice that one of our female compa- 
nions was big with child, affirmed there were four- 
teen in the room, and that, inſtead of portending one 
of the company ſhould die, it plainly foretold one of 
them ſhould be born. Had not my friend found out 
this expedient to break the omen, I queſtion not but 
half the women in the company would have fallen fick 
that very night. 6 7 

AN old maid, that is troubled with the vapours, 
produces infinite diſturbances of this kind among her 
friends and neighbours. I know a maiden aunt, of a 


_ great family, who 1s. one of theſe antiquated S:byls, 


that forebodes and prophefſies from one end of the 
year to the other. - She is always ſeeing apparitions, 
and hearing death-watches ; and was the other day 
almoſt frighted out of her wits by the great houſe-dog, 
that howled in the ſtable at a time when ſhe lay il! of 
the tooth-ach. Such an extravagant caſt of mind en- 
gages multitudes of people, not only in impertinent 
tzrrors, but in ſupernumerary duties. of life ; and ariſes 
; £-EIV 80 4 h from 
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from that fear and ignorance which are natural to the 
foul-of man. "Fhe horror with which we entertain the 
thoughts of death, or indeed of any future-evil, and 
the uncertainty of its approach, filla melancholy mind 
with innumerable apprehenſions and ſuſpicions, and 
conſequently diſpoſe- it to the. obſervation of. ſuch 
groundleſs prodigies and predictions. For as it is the 
Chief concern of wiſe men to retrench the evils of life 
by the reaſonings of philoſophy ; it is the employment 
= fools to multiply them by the ſentiments of ſuper- 
. -1£10N« _; | | 
 , For my own part, I ſhould be very much troubled 
were I endowed with this divining quality, though it 
ſhould-inform me truly of every thing that can befal 
me. Twould not anticipate the reliſh of any. happi- 
neſs, nor feel the weight of any miſery, before it 
actually arrives. | - 
I xNow but one way. of fortifying my ſoul againft 
theſe gloomy preſages and terrors of mind, and that is, 
by ſecuring to myſelf'the friendſhip and proteQtion of 
-thatBeing who diſpoſes ofevents, and governs futurity. 
He ſees, at one view, the whole thread of my ex- 
iſtence, not only that part of it which I have already 
paſſed through, but that which runs forward into all 
the depths ofeternity. When I lay me down to fleep 
I recommend myſelf to his care ; when I awake, i 
ive myſelf up to his direction. Amidſt all the evils 
that threaten me, I will look up to him for help, and 
-queſtion not but he will either avert them, or turn 
them to my advantage. Though I know neither the 
time nor the manner of the death I am to die, I am 
not at all ſolicitous about it ; becauſe I am ſure that. 
he knows them both, and that he will not fail tocom- 
fort and ſupport me under them. 


FL TT TT TYYTTYTTFTYY 
The Vifon of MIRZA. [SpeQ. N* 159.] 


| O N the fifth day of the moon, which, according to 

| AA the cuſtom of my forefathers, -I always keep 
holy, after having waſhed myſelf, and offered up my 

$7 nr "2d, - morning | 
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- me by the hand, AZ:rza, ſaid he, 
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morning devotions, I aſcended the high hills of Bag- 


dat, in ordzr to paſs the reſt of the day in meditation 
and prayer. As I was here airing myſelf on the tops of 
the mountains, I fell into a profound contemplation 
on the vanity of human life; and paſling from one 
thought to another, Surely, ſaid I, man 1s but a ſha- 
dow and life a dream. Whilſt I was thus muſing, I 
caſt my eyes towards the ſummit of a rock that was 
not far from me, where I diſcovered one in the habit 
of a ſhepherd, with a little-muſfical inſtrument in his 
hand. As I looked upon him he applied it to his lips, 
and began to play upon it, The found of it was ex- 
ceeding ſweet, and wrought into a variety of tunes 
that were inexpreſſibly melodious, and altogether dif- 
ferent from any thing I had ever heard : they put me 


' in mind of thoſe heavenly airs that are played to ths 


departed ſouls of good men upon their firſt arrival in 
Paradiſe, to wear out the imprefiions of the laſt ago- 
nies, and qualify them for the pleaſures of that happy 


place. My heart melted away in ſecret raptures. 


- I HAD been often told that the rock before me was 
the haunt of a genius ; and that ſeveral had been en- 
tertained with that muſic, who had paſſed by it, but 
never heard that the muſician had before made himſelf 
viſible. When he had raiſed my thoughts by thoſe 
tranſporting airs which he played, to taſte the pleaſures 
of his converſation, as I looked upon him like one 
aſtoniſhed, he beckoned to me, and by the waving of 
his hand dire&ed me to approach the place where he 
ſat. I drew near with that reverence which is due to 
a ſuperior nature; and as my heart was entirely ſub- 
dued by the captivating ftrains T had heard, I fell 
down at his feet and wept. The genius ſmiled upon 
me with a look of compaſſion and affability that fami- 
liarized him to my imagination, and at once diſpelled 
all the fears and apprehenfions with which I approach- 
ed him. He lifted me from the oy and taking 


have heard thee in 
thy ſoliloquies : follow me. | 


Hz then led me to the higheſt pinacle of the rock, 


_ and placing me on the top of it, Caſt thy eyes eaſt- 


ward, 


: 
1 
' 
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ward, ſaid he, and tell me what thou ſeeſt. I ſee, ſaigd. 
I, a huge yalley, and a prodigious tide of water rolling 


 throughit. . The valley that thou ſeeſt, ſaid; he, is the 


yale of miſery, and the tide of water that thou ſeeſt, is 
Fart of the great tide of eternity. VV hat is the reaſon, 

id I, that the tide I ſee riſes: out of a thick miſt at 
one end, and again loſes itſelf in a thick miſt at the 


other? What t oy ſeeſt, ſaid he, is that portion of 


eternity which is called time, meaſured out by the ſun, 
and reaching from the beginning of the world to. its 

onſummation. Examine now, Bid he, this. ſea that is 
zounded with darkneſs at both ends, and tell. me what 
thou,diſcavereſt-in it. I ſee a bridge, ſaid I, ſtanding 
in the mid{t of the tide. The bridge thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, 
is human life; conlider it attentively. Upon a more 
leiſurely ſurvey of it, I found that it conſiſted of three- 
ſcore and ten entire arches, with ſeveral broken arches, 
which, added to thoſe that were entire, made up the 
number about an hundred. As I was counting the 
arches, the genius told me that this bridge onthe] at 


b firſt of a thouſand arches ; but that a great flogd ſwept 


away the reſt, and left the bridge in the ruinous con- 
dition I now beheld it : but tell me further, ſaid he, 
what thou diſcovereſt on it. I ſee multitudes of peo- 
ple paſſing over it, ſaid I, and a black cloud hangin 

on.cach end of it.. As I looked more attentively, j 
ſaw ſeveral of the paſſengers dropping through the 


bridge, into the great tide that lowed underneath it ; 


and upon further examination, perceived there were 
innumerabletrap-doorsthat lay concealed inthe bridge, 
which'the paflengers no ſooner trod upon, but they fell 
through them into the tide and immediately diſappear- 
ed. Theſe hidden pit-falls were ſet very thick at the 
entrance of the bridge, ſo that throngs of people no 
ſooner broke through the cloud, but many of them fell 
into them. They grew thinner towards the middle 


| but multiplied and lay cloſer together towards the en 


of the arches that were entire. | | 
THERE were indeed ſome perſons, but their number 

was very ſmall, that continued a kind of hobbling 

march on the broken arches, but fell through one after. 
3s a Dd 3g another, 
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Mother, being quite tired and ſpent with fo long a 
walk. £145 - . "A | PEAS. % | , 
.--T pa$$SED ſome time in the contemplation of this 
wonderful ftruure, and the great variety of objects 
which it preſented. My heart was filled with a deep 
melancholy to ſee ſeveral dropping unexpectedly in the 
midſt of mirth and jollity, and catching at every thing 
that ſtood by them to ſave themſelves. Some were 
looking up towards the heavens in a thoughtful pof- 
ture, and in the midſt of a ſpeculation ſtumbled and 
fell out of fight. Multitudes were very buſy in the 
purſuit of bubbles that glittered-in their eyes and dan- 
ced before them ; but often when they thought them- 
ſelves within the reach of them, their footing failed, 
and down they ſunk. In this confuſion of objects, I 
obſerved ſome with ſcimiters in their hands, and others 
with urinals, who ran to and fro from. the bridge, 
thruſting ſeveral perſons on trap-doors which did not 
ſeem to lye in their way, and which they might have 
eſcaped had they not been thus forced upon them. 
HE genius ſeeing me indulge myſelf in this melan- 
choly proſpeQ, told me I had dwelt long enough up- 
on it; Take thine eyes off the bridge, ſaid he, and tell 
-me-if thou ſeeſt any thing thou doft not comprehend. 
- . Upon looking up, What mean, ſaid I, thoſe great 
fights of birds that are perpetually hovering about the 
bridge, and ſettling upon 1t from time to time ? I ſee 
vultures, harpies, ravens, cormorants, and jen. 
many other feathered creatures ſeveral little winged 
boys, that perch in great numbers upon the middle 
arches. Theſe, ſaid the genius, are envy, avarice, 
ſuperſtition, deſpair, love, with the like cares and 
pafhons that infeſt human life. "I 5p 
I HERE fetched a deep ſigh, Alas, ſaid I, man was 
made in vain! how is he given away to miſery and 
mortality ! tortured in life, and ſwallowed up in death! 
"The genius being moved with compaſſion towards me, 
bid me quit ſo uncomfortable a proſpe&t. Look no 
more, ſaid he, on man in the firſt ſtage of his exiſtence, 
in his ſetting out for eternity ; but caſt thine eye on 
that thick miſt into hay þ the tide bears the ſeveral 


gene- 
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generations of mortals that fall into.it. I direted 
fight as I was ordered, and (whether or no the good 
Su ſtrengthened it with any ſupernatural force, or 
diffipated part of the miſt that was before too'thick for 
the eye to penetrate) I ſaw the valley opening at the 
farther end, and ſpreading forth into an immenſe 
ocean, that had a huge rock of adamant runnin 
through'the midſt of it, and dividing it into two on 
parts. The clouds ſtill reſted on one half of it, inſo- 
much that I could diſcover nothing in it : but the 
other appeared to me a vaſt ocean planted with innu- 
-merable iflands, that were covered with fruits and 
Rowers, and interwoven with a thouſand little fhinin 
ſeas that ran among them. TI could ſee perſons dref: 
ſed in glorious habits with garlands upon their heads, 
paſſing among the trees, lying down by the fides of 
fountains, or reſtins on beds of flowers; and could 
hear a confuſed harmony of finging birds, falling 
waters, human voices, and-muſical inftruments. Glad- 
_ neſs grew in me upon the diſcovery of ſo delightful a 
fcene. I wiſhed for the wings of an eagle, that I 
might fly away to thoſe happy ſeats ; but the genius 
told me there was no paſſage to them, except through 
the gates of death that I ſaw opening every moment 
upon the bridge. The iſlands, faid he, that lye fo 
freſh and green b=fore thee, and with which the whole 
face of the ocean appears ſpotted as far as thou canft 
"Tee, are'more in number than the ſand on the ſea- 
[ſhore ; there are myriads of iflands behind thoſe which 
thou here diſcovereſt, reaching further than thine eye, 
-or even thine imagination can extend itſelf. Theſe 
are the manſions of good men. after death, who, ac- 
cording to the degree and kinds*of virtue in which 
they. excelled, are diſtributed among theſe ſeveral 
iſlands, which abound with pleaſures of different 
kinds and degrees, ſuitable to the reliſhes and per- 
feRions of thoſe who are ſettled in them ; every iſland 
18 a paradiſe accommodated to its reſpeive inhabt- 
bitants. Are not theſe, O Mirzah, habitations worth 
contending for ? Does life appear miſerable, that gives 
- thee opportunities of earning ſuch a xeward ? Is __ 
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inexpreſible pleaſure on. theſe happy i 
Tra, faid 1, ſhew me now, [I beſeech thee, the ſ:- 


 T have long conſidered it as one © 
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-to. be feared, that will convey thee to ſo happy an 


exiſtence ? Think not man was* made in vain, who 
has ſuch-an eternity reſerved for him, 1 gazed with 
ands. At 


crets that lye hid under thoſe dark clouds, which co- 
ver the ocean on the other ſide of the rock of ada- 
mant 'The genius making me no anſwer, I turned 


about to addreſs myſelf to him a ſecond time, but 1 
found. that he had left me ; I then turned again to the 


viſion which I had been ſo long contemplating ; but 


inſtead of the rolling tide, the arched bridge, and the 
Happy iſlands, I ſaw nothing but the long hollow 
valley 


of Bagdat, with oxen, ſheep and camels graze 


.ing upon the ſides of it. . . 


KAEEREREEEEESSEREEEESEESESEELEES S&H 
A Letter to Sir CHARLES EASY :# Town, 


' from the Parſon of his Pariſh in the Country. 


[Beaumont's Moralities, p. 16.] 


Dear Sir CHARLES, 


JZ7 OU will forgive your old friend, who has trou- 


| K bled you, now-and-then, with ſomething like 
advice, it he ſhould do ſo once more, now there ſeems - 
to. be particular occaſion for it. You ſay, in your 
laſt, that you are two thouſand pounds the poorer this 
pear for: play. I am ſorry to hear it, with all my 
cart! for we people in the country look upon twa 
thouſand pounds as,a very ſerious matter; and had I 
not known you ſo well, I ſhould have been much ſur» 
priſed to find that you could write ſo gaily, on lofing 

fuch a vaſt ſum as that is. 
I KNow you gentlemen of the town look on gam- 
ing, only as an idle and weak thing, at the worſt ; but 
the greateſt fins 1 

0 


know of, You will forgive an old parſon for ufing a 


word, which they tell me is almoſt grown out of 


oh . 


faſhion | ls 
W111 you give me leave to tell you, why I look 
On gaming as fo very cKed a thing 7 It js, becauſe 
: ; Zz 


-_— 


152 THE MORAL MISCELLANY... 
think it may make a very bad Man, of a very good 


one. dy F | ; 
© T Know your temper very wt 1. on am ſure, that, 
naturally, you were much inclined to do good, and 
very defirous of having a good name in the world. 

- You were of a ſweet diſpoſition, from a boy ; and I 
Have ſeen you give ſtx-pence to a poor old man, when 

| Jou had not two-pence more. left in your pocket. 
"How then can you go on to be ſo fond of a thing, 


that may in time render you unwiſe, inglorious, un- 


= 


*g<nerous, unmerciful, and unjuſt ? | 
. I xnow you will laugh, and: ſay, I am preaching 
$ ou.” Well; that you know is my trade; and I hope, 
. 1 ſhall never be aſhamed of it. But, how does play do 
all the things I have been talking of ? Why, if you 
- pleaſe, I will tell you; and that in a few words too, 

though I am ſo old a man. RT ey 
_ Any one's manners muſt be tinged a good deal with 
the company he keeps : now the groom porter's itſelf, 
'as I take it, is not a place to learn much- wiſdom 1m. 
**T he loweſt fort of gameſtevs are as weak men, take 
"them out of cards and dice, as ever I met with ; and 
_a_ man who'games much, will be apt, ſometimes, to 
"fall in even with theſe, -rather than ftand out; and 
conſcquently into converſations that are far enough 
from þeing improving. | 
As for reputation, the charaGer of a gameſter will 
.certainly be allowed to be one of the worſt in the 
world ; and though the world is ſo bad, there never 
yet was a man 1n it, generally eſteemed for being a 
gameſter, that I know of. -If there has, things are 
grown worſe ſince I was laſt in town ; which was at 
ing George I's coronation. © 4 YEW 

| T Bt6 you to recolleR, (for 1 know your good diſ- 
poſition,) how often you have been willing to relieve 
ſome worthy perſon, whom you ſaw in diſtreſs, and 
could not do it, becauſe the dice had a run againſt you 
a night or two before. In each of thoſe inſtances, 1t 
 _ was the dice that made you not generous, where you 


wanted to have been ſo with all your heart, 


WHEN 
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Wan an income is made too little for any gentle- 
man, by play, his poor te the country muſt 
be driven the harder, - ir rents when 
wanted ; and the rents, in general, muſt be racked 
up as high as poſſible, to ſupply the. annual demands 
of the gaming-table : and both of theſe, I fear, often 
in a manner, that may too fairly be called unmerciful. 
WHERE gaming ſwallows up good part of an 1n- 
come ; as gaming debts muſt be pace firſt, moſt other 
debts will be ſuffered to ſtand {till too long. 'T he true 
value of money in-trade conſiſts -a good deal in the 
circulation of it ; and if tradeſmens debts are of long 
continuance, there muſt be an injuſtice ſomewhere. 
Either they charge no more than they ſhould to a 
quick payer, and then you are unjuſt to them, in keep - 
ing thern out of their money ſo long ; or they wall 
\ Charge you more than the proper value of the goods, 
and then you are the occaſion of injuſtice to yourſelf. 
_*- $0 that all the things that I ſaid, I think, are true 
| but the point I own which grieves me the moſt is, that 
ſo excellent a turn of mind, as I know to be in you, 
ſhould be rendered of no effeR, by ſuch pitiful means, 
' T have juſt been computing, what a vaſt deal of good 
you 'might have done, the year laſt 'paſt; al which 
you have let ſlip out of your hands, without adding 
any thing, either to your character, or your happineſs. 
I will juſt tranſcribe the accountI have been making, 
_ and then be your very humble ſervant. 


An Account of what might have been done by Sir CHARLES 
_ - EasY, for the Benefit and Happineſs of Mankind, in 


the Year 1743. 


To *prenticing out the two ſons of a ſoldier, that - 
fought bravely, and loſt his life in the battle of L. 
— Dettingen, _ . — 40 
To a poor clergyman, that had bred up a large 

family, on a living of 151. a year. 
To portions for five young maids, on the day of 
their marriage with honeſt tradeſmen. — 100 
To cloathing and hooking of ten boys. —— 100 


Log. 
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To 'preniticing out fourteen boys, and ſix girls. 250 
To ſetting up four young men, juſt out of their 


rime, in their proper trades. © —— 150 
Loan to poor tradeſmen, without intereſt, for 3 
: years each, —— mw —_ —— 200 


'To officers children, left in diſtreſs. © —— 20 
Fo a-gentleman of birth and merit, that was fallen 
- in the world. — — 300 
Fo a genttewoman whoſe father being a gameſter 

tefr her without any fortune ; to buy her 3o/. 


. a year Ih annuities for her life. 309 
To occaſional charities; to perfons known to be 
in want, and to deſerve help, —— 255 


Sum total 2000 


 InsTEAD of this, as I apprehend, in your preſent, 
account it mult ſtand all under one article ; thus: 


For the YEAR 174% of <4 
To cards and dice, == = ——= 2000 


An |! Sir Charl:s let meintreat you to compare theſe 
two very different accounts together ; and 'to weigh 
the one againſt the other !/—Had you had the happineſs 
to follow the former, what a pleaſure muſt it have 
given you, every 'time you looked it over, to conſider: 
how far you, had gone 1n one year, toward making ſo 
many worthy diſtreſſed perſons happy for their 2whole- 
{fe ? What have you in'the ſtead of this, but the morti- 
fication—l will ſay no more, but Jeave you *to- fill-it 
up yourſelf—Think of it a little, if it is poſſible for 
you to fit down and think, ood" Sir Charles! T have 
always loved you, as if you were my-own fon. You 
gave me my living, and have'been ever good to me ;' 
and I could, methinks, give it all up again, to have the 
wofld ſpeak well of you all round, as they do in moſt 
things already. When T hear any thing good of you, 
it is the comfort of my grey hairs ; and when I hear 
any. thing” ill,” I feel /it here, at my heart ! : ”_ 
=» | 4 | Ou 
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uld happen to ſend me word, this time twelve». 
ne OY you had diſpoſed of only the balf of the. 
overplus of your income, in doing good, inſtead of ſa- 

- crificing it all- in this wretched way, 1 verily bcheve 
it would comfort me ſo much, that it might add two 

\ if or three years to the declining life of, 

' ag _ Dear Sir CHARLES, 
"0 i Your moſt faithful, and moſt obliged 

of qi! .  * Tumble Servant to command, 

» PaiLiy DE COVERLEY. 


SOOSSSTTTDUSTTTOO$ 5 
"On Female Gameſters. {Guardian, N? 120.] 


SHOULD. ill deferye the name of Guardian, 
8 did] not cautjon all my fair wards againſt a prac- 
tice which: when it runs to exceſs, is the-moſt ſhame- . 
ul, but,one, that the female world can fall into. 'The 
il] conſequences. of it are. more than-can.be contained 
in this: paper. However, that I may proceed in me- 
thod, I ſhall conſider them ; Firſt,;as they relate to 
the-mind.. , >econdly as they relate-to the body, © _ 
-:'CoviD we look into the mind of a female gameſ- 
ter, weſhould fee-it full of nothing but trumps and 
mattadares.” Her Qumbers are haynted with kings, 
queens, and knaves. The day lies heavy upon ker 
till the play ſeaſon returns, when ,for half a dozen 
hours together all her faculties are employed in ſhuf< 
fling, cutting, dealing, and ſorting out a pack of cards, 
and no ideas to be diſcovered:in'a ſoul which calls itſelt 
rational, excephing lite ſquare figures of painted and 
{potted paper: Was the underſtanding, that divine 
part in our compolition, given for ſuch an uſe? Is it 
thus.that we improve the greateſt talent buman nature 
is endowed with ? What would a ſuperior being think, 
were he ſhewn this intelletual faculty in a female 
gameſter, and at the ſame time told, that itwas by this 
ihe was diſtinguiſhed from brutes, and allied to angels. 
WHEN our women thus fill their imaginations with 
P1ps and counters, I cannot wonder at the ſtory I bave 


- lately 
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lately heard of a new-born child that was marked with 
Ce meoehubs Tn Poe TATE TY 07 | 
- THErR paſhons ſuffer no leſs by this praRtice than 
their underſtandings and imaginations. What hope 
and fear, joy and anger, ſorrow and diſcontent break 
Gut all at once in a fair aflembly, upon ſo noble an 
+ occaſion as that of turning up a card ? Who can con« 
fider without a ſecret indignation that all thoſe afﬀec- 
tions of the mind which ſhoyld be conſecrated to their 
ehildren, huſbands and parents, are thus vilely proſs 
tituted and thrown away upon a hand at Loo? For 
my own part, I cannot but be'grieved when I ſee a 
fine woman fretting and bleeding inwardly from ſuch 
trivial motives: When I behold the face of an angel 
agitated and diſcompoſed by the heart of a fury. 

OvR minds are of ſuch a make, that they naturally 
give themſelves up to every diverſion which they are 
much accuſtomed to, and we always find that play, 
when followed with affiduity, engrofles' the whole 
woman. ' She quickly grows uneaſy in her own fa- 
mily,' takes but little pleaſure in all the domeſtic in- 
_ nocent endearments of life,” and grows more fond of 
Pam, than of hex huſband. My friend Theophraſtus, 
the beſt of huſbands and of fathers, has often com- 
lained to me, with tears in his eyes, of the late hours 
he is forced to keep if he would enjoy his wife's con- 
verſation. When ſhe returns to me with: joy in her 
face, it does not ariſe, ſays he, from the ſight of her 
huſband, but from the good luck ſhe has had at cards. 
On the:contrary, ſays he, if ſhe has been a lofer I 
am doubly a ſufferer by it. She comes home out of 
humour, -is angry with every body, difpleaſed with 
all I can do or fay, and-in reality for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe ſhe has been throwing away my eſtate. 
W hat charming bed-fellows and companions for life 
are men likely to meet with that chooſe their wives 
out of ſuch women of vogue and faſhion ? What a 
race of worthies, what patriots, what heroes, muſt 

we expect from mothers of this make ? 0 AOgT 
 T com in the next place to conſider the ill-conſc- 
quences which gaming has on the bodies of our female 
_ adventurers. It is fo ordered that almoſt every a 49, 4 

| ates whic 
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which corrupts the ſoul decays the body. The beau- 
ties of the face and mind are generally deſtroyed by 
' the ſame means. This conſideration ſhould have a 
particular weight with the female world, who were 
deſigned to pleaſe the eye and attra&t the regards of 
the other half of the ſpecies. Now there is nothing 
that wears out a fine face like the vigils of the card=- | 
table, and thoſe cutting paſſions which naturally at- 
tend them. Hollow eyes, hagard looks, and pale 
gomplexions, are the natural indications of a female 
gameſter. Her morning ſleeps are not able to repair 
her midnight watchings, 1 have known a woman 
carried off half dead from Baflette, and have many a 
time grieved to ſee a perſon of quality gliding by me in 
her chair at two o'clock in the morning, and looking 
like a ſpeRre amidſt a glare of flambeaux. In ſhort, 
I never knew a thorough-paced female gameſter hold 
her beauty two winters together. 

. BuT there is ſtill another caſe in which the body. is 
- more endangered than in the former. All play-debts 
muſt be paid in ſpecte, or by an equiyalent. 'The man 
that plays beyond his income pawns his eſtate : the 
woman muſthnd out ſomething elſe to mortgage, when 
her pin-money ts gone : the huſband has his lands to 
diſpoſe of, the wife her perſon. Now when the fe- 
male body is once dipped, if the creditor be very im- 
| portunate, I leave my readers to. conſider the conſae 
qQUEnCces. _ 
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Arcount of TIM. WILDGOOSE by himſelf. 
| | Advent. Ne , 


i To the ADVENTURER. 
DEAR BROTHER, 

FT HE thirſt of g'ory is I think allowed, even by 
. the dull dogs who can fit ftill long enough to 

write books, to be a noble appetite. | 


My ambition is to be thought a man of life and 
ſpirit, who could conquer the world if he was to ſer 
| I'6 ts ab out 
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about it, but-who has too much vivacity to'give 'the 
neceftary attention to any ſcheme of length. ul 
: T am, in ſhort, one of thoſe heroic Adventurers, 
who have thought proper todiſtinguiſh themſelves by 
the titles of Buck, BLood, and NERVE. When [ 
am in the country Iam alwavs on'horſe-back, and I 
leap or break every hedge and gate that ftands in my 
_ : when I am in town, I am conſtantly to be ſeen 
_ at ſome of .the public places, at the proper times for 
making my appearance; as at Vaux-Hall, or Mary- 
bone, about ten, very drunk: for though [ dor't love 
wine, I am obliged to be conſumedly drunk five or ſix 
nightsin the week ; nay ſometimes five or ſtx days toge- 
ther,'for the ſake of mycharacer. W herever I come, I 
am fure to make all the confuſion, and do all the miſ[- 
cheflI can ; not for the fake of doing miſchief, but only 
wut of frolic you know to ſhew my vivacity. If there 
_ are women near me, 1 ſwear like a devil to ſhew my 
courage, and talk bawdy to fhew my wit. Under the 
_ Toſs, i a curſed favourite amongtt them z and have 
Had. © bonne fortune” let me tell you. I do love the 
little rogues hellifhly : but faith 1 make love for the 
your of the-publicz and the town is obliged” to me 
or a dozen or two of the fineſt wenches that were ever 
brought mto its ſeraglios. One, indeed, T loſt ; and, 
poor fond foul ! I pitied her : but it could-nor be help- 
ed—ſelf-prefervation obliged :me to leave her--1 coujd 
Not tell her what was the matter with her, rot me if 1 
could ; and fo it got fuch a head, that the devil him- 

4elf could not have faved: her: ; , NN 
HERE'S one thing vexes me : I have much ado to 
avoid having that inſignificant charaQer, a good natu- 
Ted fellow, Seng upon me; ſo that T am obliged in my 

Dwn defence to break the boy's head, and kick m 

whore down ſtairs every time 1 enter a night houſe : 
pick quarrels when I am not offended, break the win- 
dows of men I never ſaw, demoliſh lamps, bilk hack - 
 meyceachmen, overturn wheelbarrows, andſtorm night 
cellars: I beat the watchmen though he bils me good 
morrow, abuſe the conſtable, and inſult the juſtice: 
for theſe fezts I am frequently kicked, beaten, pump- 
[#d, proſecuted and impriſoned ; but Tim is no O_ | 
. + WD a © er 5 
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elbows. LIintend to make them ſpin out together as 
evenly as poſſible ; but if my purſe ſhould Bappen to 


| , 
y 
} 


_ to Ranelagh gardens, and. there, if you approve the 
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qher 3 and..If he.does.not get fame, blood '” he will 
OOO s Ms I Ty SE Ms RA 

I am now writing at a coffee houſe, where I am 
Juſt arrived, after a journey of fifty miles which I have 
rode in. four -hours. . I knocked. up my blockhead s 
horſe two hours ago. The dog whipped and ſpurred 
at ſuch a rate, that I dare ſay Me may track him half 
the way by the blood ; but all would not do. "The 
devil-take the. hindmoſt, is always my way of travel- 
ling. The moment I diſmounted, down dropt Dido, 
by Jove : and hear am I all alive and werry, my old 


boy ! 
l Pol thee what; I was a.hellifh aſs t'other day. 


T ſhot. a damn'd clean, mare through the head, for 


jumping.out of the road to avoid running over an old, 
woman... But the bitch threw me, and I got a curſed. 
flice:on the cheek againſt a flint, which put me in. a, 
paſſion ; who could help it you know? Rot me! I 
would not have loſt her tor five hundred old women, 
with all their brats, and the, brats .of their b:ats to the. 
third generation, —She was a ſweet creature ! I would 
have.run her five and twenty miles in an hour, for five. 
hundred pounds, . But {k-'s gone !—Poor jade ! I did. 
lave thee, that I did. | je] 


Now what you ſhall do for me old boy is this,, 
Help to raiſe my name a little, d'ye mind : write ſome- _ 


—— ww . - 


thing in praiſe. of us po htly pretty fellows. I aflure , 


you. we-take-a great,deal of pains for fame, and 'tis 
hard we ſhould be bilkt. I would not trouble you, 
my dear ! but only I fear I have not much time before 


me to.do my own bufſine(s; for between you and T, . 


both my conſtitution and. eſtate are damnably out at 


leak faſteſt, I propoſe to go with my laſt half. crown 


ſcheme, 1'1l mount one of the upper alcoves,-and re- 


peat with an herolf-Mrg 


&« TN bollly venture on the world unknown ; 
$« It cannot uſe me werſe than this has dane.” 
[4 E 


* 


s Th. 
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Til then ſhoot myſelf through. the head 3 and fo good 
| byt'ye. > Yours, as you. ferve me, | 


TIM. WILDGOOSE. 


 Gradation from a GREENHORN 7 a BLOOD. 

Tab WIERD *,*..." +. FAdvent NT 100.]} 

- To the ADVENTURER. | 

7 FS NC es 
THOUGH: the charaQters of men- have, per- 
| haps, been eflentially. the ſame in'all ages, yet 
Geir external appearance has changed with other pe- 
culiarities of time and place, and they have been diſtin- 
guiſhed by different names as new modes of expreſſion 
have prevailed: a periodical writer, therefore, who 
catches the picture of evaneſcent life, and ſhews' the 
deformity.of follies which in a few years will be fo 
changed as not to be known, ſhould be careful to ex- 
_ preſs the character when he deſcribes the appearance, 
and to\.connect it with the name by which it then 
happens.to be called. You have frequently ufed the 
_ terms.Buck and BLooD, and have given ſome ac- 
count of the characters which are thus denominated ; 
but you have not conſidered them as the laſt ſtages of 
a regular. progreſſion, nor taken any notice of thoſe 
which precede them. 'Their dependance upon eacit 
other is, indeed, fo little known, that many fuppole 


_— them to be diftin& and collateral claſſes, formed by 


perſons of oppoſite. intereſts, taſtes, capacities, and 
difpoſitions,: the. ſcale, however, '.confifts of: eight 
degrees; GREENHORN, JEMMY, JESSAMY, SMART, 
HonesT FELLow, Joyous .SPIRIT, BUCK, - and 
.BrooD. As I have myſelf paſſed through the whole 
ſeries, I ſhall explain each bation by a ths account 
of my life, remarking the periods when my character 
. changed its denomination, and the a: ad 
by which the change was produced. TY 
'My father was a wealthy farmer in York/hire ;- and 


when I was near eighteen years oPage, he brought me 
3 | £0 
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- "to Londonand put corp 10 en to a conſiderable. 
ſhopkeeper in the city. There was an aukward mo- 
deft ſimplicity in my manner, and a reverence of re- 
ligion and virtue in my converſation. The novelty 
of the ſcene-that was now placed before me, in which 
there were innumerable objects, that I never conceived 
to exiſt, rendered me attentive and credulous ; pecu- 
| Harities, which, without a provincial accent, a ſlouch 
in my gait, a long lank head of hair, and an unfa- 
ſhionable ſuit of drab coloured cloth, would have de- 
nominated me a GREENHORN, or, in other words, a 
country put very green. EEE Log 
-* GREEN, then, I continued even in externals, near 
two years; and in this tate I was the obje& of -unt- 
verſal contempt and deriſton : but being at Tength 
wearied with merriment and inſult, I'was very ſedu- 
lous to aſſume the manners and appearance of thoſe, 
who in the ſame ſtation were better treated. I had 
already improved greatly-in my ſpeech ;' and my fa- 
ther having allowed me thirty pounds a year for ap- 
pu and pocket money, the ye part of which I 
ad ſaved, I beſpoke a ſuit of cloaths of an eminent 
city taylor, with ſeveral waifſtcoats and breeches, and ' 
two frocks for a change; I cut off my hair, and pro- 
cured a brown bob periwig of WILDING juſt of the 
fame' colour, with a ſingle row of curls round the 
bottom, which I wore very nicely combed, and with- 
out powder: my hat, which had been cocked with 
great exaCtneſs in an equilateral triangle, I difcarded, 
and purchaſed one of a more faſhionable fize, the. 
| fore corner of which projected near two inches fur- 
ther 'than thoſe on each fide, and was moulded into 
the ſhape of a ſpout : I alſo furniſhed myſelf with a 
. change of white thread ftockings, took care that my 
pumps were varniſhed every morning with the new 
German blacking ball, and when I went out, carried 
tm my hand a little ſwitch, which as it had been long 
_ appendant to the character that I had juſt afſumed, has 
taken the ſame name, and is called a JEmMmy, © 
I SOON perceived the advantage of this transfor- 
mation. My manner had not, indeed, kept pace with 


my 
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.dreſs, I was ſtill modeſt and diffident,.. temperate 
| po #5 any and.conſequently {till ſubjeft to ridicule:: 
but. I was now.admitted into company, from which [ 
had before been excluded, by the ruiticity of my ap- 
arance ;-1-was pal ind andengouiaged by turns; and 
1 was inſtructed both by precept aud example,. Some 
offers were'made of carrying me to a houſe of privat 
entertainment, which then.l abſolutely refuſed.; but 
ſoon-found the way into the play-houſe, to fee the.two 
 Jaſt ats and the farce; here 4.learned that by. breaches 
of chaſticy-no man was thought to-incur-either guilt or 
ſhame ; but that on the contrary, they were eſſentially 
neceſlary;to-the-character of;a fhne pratempans I foon 
_ Copied: the: original, which 1 found: to be.univerſally 
admired, in my morals, and. made ſome farther ap- 
pA AT an my. dreſs: I ſuffered my hair to grow 
ong enough.to-comb back over the foretop of my wig, 
which, whea 1gallied forth to my evening amuſement, 
I changed to a - Junkie. F tied the collar of my ſhirt 
with half ag ell of black-ribbon, which appeared undes 
my neckloth ;.the.fore corner of. my hat was confider- 
ably elevated and ſhortened, ſo that .it no longer re- 
ſembled a ſpout, but the corner of a minced pye; my 
waiſtcoat was edged:with a narrow. lace, my itockings 
were ilk, and I never appeared without a pair of clean 
gloves. My addreſs, from its native. maſculine plain- 
neſs, was converted to an exceſs of ſoftneſs and civi- 
Tity, efpecially-when I ſpoke to the ladies. I had be- 
fore made ſome progreſs'in learning to ſwear ; I had 
proceeded b fegs, faith, pox, plague, 'pon my life, 
n my Fon rat it, .and zookers, to zauns and the 
x I now -advanced to by Jove, *fore ged, geds 
curſe it, and demme : but I ſtill uttered theſe interjec- 
tions in atremulous tone, and my pronunciation was. 
feminine and vicious. I was ſenſible of my defects, 
_ and, therefore, applied with great diligence to remove. 
them. Lfrequently practiſe ff GE ittwas a long 
time before I could ſwear ſo much to my own fatis-. 
FaRion in company, as by -myſelf. My labour, how- 
ever, was not without its reward ; it recommended me 
to the notice of the ladies, and procured me the gentle 
appellation of Jess8amy. FFTSS: Oh. 
2 p.. 


Tnow -. 


. 
%* - 
WW 


THE MORAL MISCELL ANY: 183 
I now learned among other GROWN GENTLE» 
MEN 'to dance; 'which greatly -enlarged my . acquain= 
tance: I entered into a [ſubſcription for country 
dances once a Wor at a tavern, pores _ _— 
man engaged to bring a partner< at tne lame'time . 
made RR eDle advances in ſwearing; 1could-pro- 
nounce damme with a tolerable air and accent, give 
the vowel its-full ſound, and look with confidence in 
the face of the perſon to whom 1 ſpoke. About this 
time my father's elder brother died, and left me an 
eſtate of near five hundred:pounds per annum. I now 
bought out the remainder of my time ; and this ſud- - 
den acceſhon of wealth and independence gave me 
immediately an air of greater-confhdence and treedom. 
] laid out near one hundred and ffty pounds in 
cloaths, though I was obliged to go into mourning 
I employed a court taylor to make: them up ; I ex- 
changed my queie for a bag ; I put on a ſword which, 
in appearance at leaſt was a Toledo; and in propor- 
tion as I'knew my dreſs to be elegant, I was lefs foli- 
citous to be nzat. My- acquaintance now increaſed 
every hour ; I was attended, flattered, -and careſled ; 
was often invited to entertainments, ſupped every 
night-at a tavern, and went home -mn a chair; was 
taken notice of in public places, and was univerſally 
confefled to be improved into a SMART, 

THERE were ſome intervals in which I found it 
neceſlary to abſtain from wenching ; and in theſe, at 
whatever Tiſque, I applied myſelt to the bottle: - a 
habit of drinking came inſenſibly upon me, and I was 
ſoon able to walk home-with a bottle and-a pint. LI 
had learned a ſufficient number of faſhionable toaſts, 
and got by heart ſeveral toping and ſeveral bawdy 
ſongs, ſome of which I ventured to roar out with a 
friend hanging on my arm as we ſcoured the ſtreet after. 
our nocturnal revel. I now laboured with indefati- 
gable induſtry to increaſe theſe acquiſitions :. I enlarged 
my ſtock of healths ; made great progreſs in ſinging, 
joking, and {tory telling ; ſwore well ; could make a 
company of ftaunch topers drunk ; always collected 
the reckoning, and was the laſt man that departed. 
My face began to be covered with rec pynples, and 


K 
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eyes to be weak; 'I became daily more negligent 
of oy dreſs, and more blunt in my manner 3 oy 
fefled myſelf a foe to ſtarters and milkſops, declared 
that there was no enjoyment equal to that of a bottle 
and a friend,” and ſoon gained the appellation of an 
HowNesT FELLow. VP. a3 a: 203 ob <1 

By this diſtintion I was animated to-attempt yet 


greater excellence; Ilearned feveral feats of mimickry 
of the under players, could take off known charaQers, 


tell a ſtaring ſtory, and humbug with ſo much ſkill as 
ſometimes to take-in a knowing one. I was ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful in the apr of theſe arts, to which, indeed, 
I applied myſelf with unwearied diligence and affi- 
duity, that I keptmy company roaring with applauſe, 
till their voices ſunk by degrees, and they were no 
longer able to laugh, becauſethey were no longer-able 
either to hear or to ſee. 1 had now aſcended another 


| ſeale in theclimax ; and was acknowledged by all who 


knew me, to be a Joyous SPIRIT. 


AFTER all theſe topics of merriment were exhauſted, 
andT had repeated my tricks, my ſtories, and my jokes, 
and my ſong, till they grew inftpid, I became miſchie-. 


vous; and*was continually deviſing and executing 
FROLICKSs, to the unſpeakable delight of my compa- 
nions, and the injury of others. For many of them 
I was proſecuted, and frequently obliged to pay large 
damages : but I bore all theſe loſſes with an air of jo- 
vial indifference, I puſhed on in my career, I was 
more deſperate in proportion as I had leſs to loſe; 


' and being deterred from no miſchief by the dread of 


its conſequences, I was faid to run at all, and com- 
plimented with the name of Buck. 

. My eſtate was at length mortgaged for more than 
it was worth ; my creditors were importunate ; | be- 


came negngent of myſelf and of others ; I made a de-. 


ſperate effort at the gaming table, and loſt the laſt ſum 
that I could raiſe; my eſtate was ſeized by the mort- 
gagee; TI learned to pack cards and to cog a die ; be- 


came a bully to whores ; paſſed my nights in a brothel, 
_ the ſtreet, or the watch-houſe ; was utterly inſenſible 


of ſhame, and lived upon the town as a beaſt of prey 
in a foreſt, Thus I reached the ſummit of grain 
| | _ gioIY, 
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lory, and had juſt acquired the diſtinction of a 
Boop, when I was arrelted for an old debt of three 
hundred pounds, and thrown into the. King's Bench 
priſon. | E* 003-2.5/ : q 3 £34; 467 
Trtss charaRers, Sir, though they are diſtin, 
yet do not at all differ, otherwiſe than, as ſhades, of 
the ſame colour. And though: they are ſtages of a re- 
lar progreflion, - yet the whole progreſs is not made. 
by every individual : ſome are ſo ſoon initiated in the 
myſteries of the town, that they are. never publicly 
known in their GREENHoORN ſtate; others fix long in 
the JeMMyHooD, others are JESSAMYS at four- 
ſcore, and ſome ſtagnate in each of the higher ſtages 
for life. But I requeſt that they may never hereafter 
be confounded either by you or your correſpondents. 
Of the BLoop, your brother Adventurer, Mr. WitD-- 
GOOSE, though he aſſumes the character, does not 
ſeem to have a juſt and preciſe idea. as. diſtinct from 
the Buck, in which claſs he ſhould. be placed, and. 
will probably die ; for he ſeems determined to ſhoot 
himſelf, juſt at the time when his.circumſtances will 
enable him to aflume the higher diſtinion. ; 
+ Bur the retroſpe&@ upon life, -which this letter has 
made neceflary, covers.me with confuſion and. aggra- 
vates deſpair. I cannot. but 'reflet, that among all 
theſe characters, I have never aſlumed that of a M AN. 
Man is a REASONABLE BEING, which he ceaſes to 
be, who diſguiſes his body with ridiculous fopperies, 
or degrades his mind by deteſtable brutality. Theſe 
thoughts would have been of great uſe to me, if they 
had occurred ſeven years ago.  If.they are. of uſe to 
ou, I hope you will ſend me a ſmall gratuity for my 
abour, to alleviate the mlesy of hunger = naked- 
neſs : but, dear Sir, let your bounty be ſpeedy, leſt I 
periſh before it arrive. | 
TERA 1 am your humble ſervant, 


Gente King Bach XN OMENTANDS: 


Oz 


135 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. | 
| On the Force of Hubit. ll [SpeRt, N* 447;] 


"We HERE is nota common ſaying which has a 
better turn of ſenſe in'it, than what we often 
Hear in the mouths of the vulgar, that 'euſtom is a 
fecond nature. Tt'is' indeed able to form the man a 
new, and to give him inclinations and capacities altg- 
gether different from thofe he was borh-with. Dr, P!3;, 
in his hiſtory of Staffordſhire, tells 'us of an: idiot 
that chancing to'live withtn'the ſound of a clock;and 
always amuſing himſelf with counting the hour of the 
day whenever the clock ftruck, the clock being ſpoiled 
by ſome accident, the idiot continued to Rtrike and 
count the hour without the help-of' it, in the fame 
manner as he Had done when it was Tntire. : 'Thouph 
I dare not vouch for the truth of this ftory, 'it-is very 
certain that cuſtom has a tmechanical effe& upon the 
body, at the ſame timethat it has a very extraordinary 
influence upon'the' mind; | ©: Sfp Cx 1m Ft 
- F SHALL in this paper conſider one very remarkable _ 
effec which cuſtom has upon human - nature; and. 
which, if rightly obſerved. mayleadiusittto very uſeful 
roles of tife, WhatTfthall here take notice-of im-cuſ- 
tom, 1s its wonderful efficacy tn making every thing 
Pleaſant to us, A perſon who 'is aldicted ro play or 
aming, though he took'but little 'delightin it at tl, 

be Savers contraQts ſo ftrang an inclination towards 
it, and gives himfelf np ſo intirely 'to it, that it:feems 
the _—__ of his being. The love of a retired 'of 
buſy life will grow upon a man'inſenfibly, as he 
converſant” in the -one'or the other, till he's utterly 
unqualified for reliſhing that to which hehas been for 
time diſufed. Nay, a man may ſmoke, or drink, ot 

_ take ſnuff, till he is unable to paſs away his time with- 
outit; not to mention how our delight in any parti- 
cular ftudy, art, or ſcience, .riſes and improves itt 
proportion, to the application which we beftow upon 
1t. Thus what was at firſt an exerciſe, becomes at 
 Tength an entertainment. Our employments are 
Changed into our diverſions. The mind grows fond 


of thoſe ations ſhe is accuſtomed to, and 1s END 
| | Wit 
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with relucancy from thoſe paths in which ſhe has 
been uſed to walk. AA Lv 
| Nor only ſuch ations as were at firſt indifferent to 
us, but even ſuch as were painful, will by cuſtorn and 
praQice become'pleafant. - Sir Francis Bacon obſerves 
in his natural philoſophy, that our taſte is never plea- 
ſed better than with thoſe things which at firſt created 
a diſguſt in it, He gives particular inſtances of claret, 
coffee, and other | Nor which the palate ſeldom 
approves upon the firſt taſte ; but when it has once got 
a reliſh of them, generally retains it for life, 'The mind 
is conſtituted after the ſame mayner, and after having 
habituated herſelf to any particular exerciſe or employ- 
ment, not only-loſes her firſt averſion towards it, but 
conceives a certain fondneſs and affection for it. I 
have heard one of the greateſt gemus's this age has 
produced, who had been trained up in all the polite 
Rudies of antiquity, afſure me, upon his being obliged 
to ſearch into ſeveral rolls and records, that notwtth= 
ſtanding ſuch an employment was at firſt-very-dry-and 
irkſome to him, he at laſt took an incredible pleaſure 
M it, and preferred it even to the reading of Fireil or 
Cicero, The reader will-obferve, that I have not here 
conſidered cuſtom as it: makes things eaſy, but as it 
renders them delightful ; and though others have often 
made the ſame. reflections, it is-poſfible they may not 
have drawn thoſe uſes from it, with which I intend: 
to fill the remaining part of this(paper.. © 
IF we conſider attentively this property of human 
nature, it may.inſtruct us in very fine:moralities.. In 
the firſt place, I would have no man diſcouraged with' 
tbat kind of life or ſeries-of ation, in which the choice 
of others, or his own neceflities,, may have engaged 
him, It may perhaps be very difagreeable to him 
at firſt; but uſe and application will certainly ren- 


factory. - = | 

| In the ſecond place T would recommend to every 
one that admirable precept which Pythaporas is ſaid to 
have ren his diſciples, and which that philoſopher 
muſt have drawn from the obſervation I have enlarged 
| UPOlls 


by 


der it not only lefs painful, but pleaſing and fatiſ- 
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upon. imum vite genus eligito, nam conſuetuds, fa- 
| _ hy ORs | Piech upon that courſe of life, 
which is the moſt excellent, and cuſtom will render it 
oC the, moſt delightful. Men, whoſe circumſtances will 
[ permit them to chooſe their own way of life, are in- 
excuſable if they do not purſue that which their judg- 
| ment tells, them is the moſt laudable. "Lhe voice 6f 
| reaſon is more to be regarded than the bent of any pre- 
ſent inclination, ſince, -by the rule above-mentioned, 
| inclination will at length come over to reaſon, though 
we can never force reaſon to comply with inclination, 
_ In the third place, this obſervation may teach the 
molt ſenſual and irreligious man, to overlaok thoſe 
hardſhips and difficulties, which are apt to diſcourage | 
him from the proſecution of a virtuous life. The gods, 
ſaid Heſiod, have placed labour before virtue ; the wayto | 
her is at firſl rough and eifpcutt, but grows more ſmocth : 
and eaſy the farther you advance in it, The man who 
proceeds in it, with ſteadineſs and reſolution, will in 
2 little time find that her-ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and that all her paths are peace. _ 
., Fo enforce this conſideration, we may further ob 
ſerve, that the praQtice of religion will not only be at- 
tended. with that pleaſure, which naturally accompa- 

.Nies thoſe aCftions to which we. are habituated, but 
with thoſe ſupernumerary joys of heart, that riſe from 
the conſciouineſs of ſuch a pleaſure, from the ſatisfac- ' 
tion of acting up to the dictates of reaſon, and from 
the proſpect of an happy immortality. | 
. IN the fourth place, we may learn from this obſer- 

_ vation which we made on the mind of man, to take 
Patticular care, when we are once ſettled in a regular 
courſe of life, how we too frequently indulge ourſelves 

.in any of the moſt innocent diverſions and entertain- 
ments, ſince. the mind may inſenſibly fall off fron 
the reliſh of virtuous aCtions, and, by degrees, ex- 
change that pleaſure which it takes in the performance 
of its duty, for delights of a much miore-inferior and 
unprofitable nature. h 

Tas laſt uſe which I ſhall make of this remarkable. 
property in human nature, of being delighted _ 
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thoſe ations to which it is accuſtomed, is toſhow how 
abſolutely neceſlary it is for us to gain habits of virtue 


in' this life, if we would enjoy the pleaſures of the 


next. The tate of bliſs we call heaven will not be 
capable of affefing thoſe minds, which are not thus 
qualified for it ; we muſt, -in this world, gain a reliſh 


'6f truth and virtue, if we would be able to taſte that 


knowledge and perfe&tion, which are to make us happy 
in the next. The ſeeds of thoſe 'ſpiritual: joys and 
raptures, which are to riſe up and flouriſh in the foul 
to all eternity, muſt be planted in her, during this her 
preſent ſtate of probation. In ſhort, heaven is not 


to be looked upon only as the reward, but as the na- 
tural effect of a religious life. + © 


. 


- Ox: the other hand, thoſe evil ſpirits, who by ons 


cuſtom; have contracted'in the body habits ofluſt an 


ſenſuality, malice and revenge, an averſion to every 


thing that is good, juſt or laudable, are naturally fea- 


foned and prepared for pain and mifery. Their tor- 


-ments have already taken root in them ; they cannot 


be happy when diveſted of the body, unlefs we may 


- ſuppoſe, that' providence, will, 1m a manner, - create 


them anew, and work a miracle -in the re&ification 


of their faculties. They may, 'indeed, taſte- a kind 
_of. malignant pleaſure in thoſe aCtions to which they 
are accuſtomed, whilſt in this life ; but when they are 


removed from all thoſe obje&ts which are here apt to 


*gratify them, they will naturally become their own 
tormentors, and cheriſh in themſelves thoſe painful 


habits of mind which are'called, in ſcripture phraſe, 


the worm which never dies. "This notion of heaven 


and hell is ſo very comfotmable to the light of nature, 
that it was diſcovered by ſeveral of the moſt exalted 
keathens. It has been finely improved by many'emi- 


- nent divines of the Jaſt age, as im particular by Arch- 
biſhop Tz/lotſon and Dr. Sherloc&: but there is none 
. who has raiſed luch noble ſpeculations upon it as Dr. 
Scot inthe firſt book of his Chriſtian life, which-is one 


of the fineſt and molt rational ſchemes of divinity that 
ts written In our tongue, or in any other. That ex- 


_ cellent author has ſhewn how every particular cuſtom 
and habit of virtue will, in its own nature, produce the 


heaven, 


beaven, or a ſtate of happineſs, in him who ſhall here. 
_ after practiſe it : as on the contrary, how eyery cuſtom 
aphane of vice will be the natural hell of tym in whom 
It s. Ee 
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| DibetBoms haw to ſpend our Time. 
mee {SpeRator, N® g3.] 


T E all of us complain of the ſhortneſs of time, 
| faith Seneca, and yet have much more than we 
know what to-do with. - Qur lives, ſays he, are fpent eci- 
ther in doing nothing at all, or in doing nothing to the 
purpoſe,-or m doing nothing that we ought to do : we 
are always complaining our days are few, and aCing 
as though there would be no end of them. That noble 
philoſopher has deſcribed our inconfiſtency with our- 
ſelves mn -this particular, by all thoſe various turns 
of expreſhon and thought which are peculiar to his 
writings. By 
I oFTEN covſider mankind as wholly inconſiſtent 
with itfelf in a point that bears ſome affinity to the 
former. 'Fhough we ſeem grieved at the ſhortneſs of 
life in ral, we are wiſhing every period of it at an 
end. T he minor longs to be at age, then to be a man 
of buſineſs, then to make up an eſtate, then to arrive 
at honours, then to retire. Thus, although the whole of 
life is allowed by every one to be ſhort, the ſeveral di- 
viſions of it appear long and tedious. ., We are for 
lengthening our ſpan in general, but would fain con- 
tract the parts of which it is compofed. The uſurer 


would be very well fatisfied to have all the time an-- 


nihilated that lyes between the preſent moment and 
.next quarter day. "The politician would be contented 
to loſe three years in his life, could he place things in 


the poſture which he-fancies they will ſtand in after 


ſuch a revolution of time. The lover would be glad 


to ſtrike out of his exiſtence all the moments that arc 


to paſs away before the happy meeting. Thus, as faſt 
| | as 
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as our-time runs, we ſhould bevery glad in moſt parts 

of our lives that it ran-much faſter than it does. Several 

hours. of the day hang upon our bands, nay, we 
wiſh away whole years; and trave] through time as 

' through a country filled with many wild and empty 
waſtes, which we would fain hurry over, that we may 
arrive.at thoſe: ſeveral little ſettlements or 1maginary 
points of reſt which are diſperſed up and down in it, 

Is we may divide the life of molt men. into twenty 
[FC parts, we ſhall fhnd that at leaſt nineteen of them are --- 
] > mere gaps and chaſms, which are neither filled with 

= pleaſure nor buſineſs. I do not however include in 
this calculation the life of thoſe men who are 1n a per- 
petual hurry of affairs, but of thoſe only who are not 
always engaged in ſcenes of ation ; and 1 gps I ſhall 
not do an unacceptable piece of ſervice to theſe per- 
ſons, if I point out to them certain methods for the 
filling up their empty ſpaces of life. _ 'The methods 

I ſhall propoſe to them are as follows. - _ 

THz fob is the exerciſe of virtue, in'the moſt ge- 
neral acceptation of the word. T hat particular ſcheme 

: which'comprehends the focial virtues, may give em- 
EE ployment to the moſt induſtrious temper, and find a 
1 man in buſineſs more than the moſt active ſtation of 
E life. To adviſe-the ignorant, relieve the needy, com-. 
$ fort the aMicted, are duties that fall in our way al- 

£0 moſt every day of our lives. A man has frequent op- 

portunities of mitigating the fercenefs of a party ; of” 
doing juſtice to the character of a deſerving man ; of 

ſoftening the.envious, quieting the angry, and recti- 

fying the prejudiced ; which are all of them employ- 

ments ſuited to a reaſonable nature, and bring great 

fatisfaction tothe perſon who can buſy himſelf in them 

| ' with diſcretion, 4540 | 
\ ,,, THERE is another kind of virtue that may find 
employment for thoſe retired hours in which: we are 
altogether left to ourſelves, and deftitute of company 
and converſation ; I mean that intercourſe and com- 
munication which every reaſonable creature ought to. 
maintain with the great Author of his being. The 
man who lives -under an habitual ſenſe of the divine 


preſence, 
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preſence, keeps up a perpetual chearfulneſs of tem- 
per, and enjoys every moment the ſatisfaCtionof think- 
ing himſelf in company with his deareſt and beſt of 
friends. "The time never lyes heavy upon him: it is 
impoſfible for him to be alone. His thoughts and 
palione are the moſt buſted at ſuch hours when thoſe of 
other men are the moſt unaCtive: he no ſobner ſteps out 
of the world. but his heart burns with devotion, ſwells 


with hope, and triumphs. in the conſciouſneſs of 
-that - preſence which every. where ſurrounds him ; 
or, on the contrary, .pours out its fears, its ſorrows, 
- its: apprehenſions, to the great Supporter of its exiſ-_ 
-tence. | 


I nAve here only conſidered the neceſlity of a man's 
being virtuous, that he may have ſomething to do; 
but 7 we conſider further, that the exerciſe of virtue 
is not only an amuſement for the time xt laſts, but that 


.its influence extends to thoſe parts of our exiſtence 


which lye beyond the grave, and that our wholgeter- 


Nity is to take. its colour from thoſe hours which 
-we here employ in virtue or in vice, the argument 
.redoubles upon us, for putting in practice this method 
of paſſing away our time. 


WHEN a man has but a little ſtock to improve, 


and has opportunities of turning it all to good ac- 


count, what ſhall we think of him if he ſuffers ine- 
teen parts of it to lye dead, and perhaps _— 
? bat 


becauſe the mind cannot be always in its fervour, 


nor ſtrained up to a pitch of virtue, it is necel- 
 fary to find out proper employments for it in its re- 


laxations. | 

THe next method therefore that 1 would propoſe to 
fill up our time, ſhould be uſeful and innocent diver- 
ſions. I muſt confeſs I think it is below reaſonable 
creatures to be altogether converſant in ſuch diverſions 


- asare merely innocent, and have nothingelſe to recom- 


mend them but that there is no hurt in them. Whe- 
ther any kind of gaming has even thus much to ſay for 


- itſelf, I ſhall not determine ; but I think it is very won- 


derful to ſee perſons of the+beſt ſenſe paſhng _ : 
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dozen together in ſhuMing and dividingapack of cards, 
with no other converſation but what 1s' made up of z- 
few game phraſes, and no other ideas but thoſe of black 
or red ſpots ranged together in different figures. 
Would not a man laugh to hear any one of his ſpecies 
complaining ghat life is ſhort ? 20Y 

. Tas ſtage might be made a perpetual ſource of the . 
moſt noble and uſeful entertainments, were it under 
proper regulations. _ 

BuT the mind never unbends itſelf ſo agreeably as . 
in the converſation of a well-choſen friend. There 1s 
indeed'no blefling of life that is any way comparable. 
to the enjoyment of a diſcreet and virtuous friend, It 
eaſes and unloads the mind, clears and improves the 
underſtanding, engenders thoughts and knowledge,: 
animates virtue and good reſolution, ſooths and allays 
the paſſions, and finJs employment for- moit of the 
vacant hours of life. | Vas 3 RB eto eek > 

 NexT toſuch an intimacy with a-particular perſon, 
one would endeavour after a more general converſation 
with ſuch as are able to entertain and-improve thoſe - 
with whom they converſe, which are qualifications - 
, that ſeldom go aſunder. | yt Pet: 
' "THERE are many other uſeful amuſements of life, 
which one would endeavour to multiply, that one 
might-on all occaſions have recourſe to ſomething ra- 
ther than ſuffer the mind to lie idle, or run adrift with 
any-paſſion that chances to riſe in it. _ IO 
| A MAN that has a taſte in muſick, painting, or ar- 
£  chitecture, is like one that has another ſenſe when com-, 
pared with ſuch as have no reliſh of thoſe arts. The 
floriſt, the planter, the gardner, the huſbandman, whemn- 


| Iona nenen 
7 uſeful to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of Gam: _—_ AE 
- TTDGOEDEDSOGDGESETDED 
M Singularity cenſured. [ Adventurer, N? 131.] 
E ON TENELLE, in his panegyric on Sir Tac 


: Newton, cloſes a long enumeration of that greaf 
phuloſopher's virtues and attainments, with an obſer- 
+ vation, 


194 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


_ vation, that © he was not diſtinguiſhed from other men, 
<«< by any fingularity either natural or affeted.” _ 
-IT is'an eminent inſtance of Newtor's ſuperiority to 

the reſt of mankind, that he was able to ſeparate know- 

ledge from thoſe weakneſſes by which knowledge is ge- 
nerally diſgraced ; that he was able to excell in ſcience 
and wiſdom, without purchaſing them by the negle& 
of little things ; and that he ſtood alone, merely be- 
cauſe he had left the reſt of mankind behind him, not 
becauſe he deviated from the beaten tract. PX 
WHOEVER, after the example of Plutarch, ſhould 
compare the lives of illuſtrious men, might ſet this 


part of Newton's charaQter, to'view with great advan- 


tage, by oppoſing it to that of Bacon, perhaps the on- 
ly: man'of later ages, who has any pretenſions to diſ- 
pute with him the palm of genius or ſcience. | 


"Bacon, after he had added to a long and careful con- 


templation of almoſt every other obje& of knowledge 
acurious inſpection into common life, and after having 
furv nature asa philoſopher, had examined © men's 
© bufineſs and boſoms” as a ſtateſman; yet failed fo 
_ much in the conduct of : domeſtic affairs, that inthe 
moſt lucrative poſt to which a great and wealthy king- 
dom could advance him, he felt all the 'miſeries of di{- 


treſsful poverty, and committed all the crimes to which 
poverty incites. Such were at-once his negligence and. 


rapacity, that, as it is faid, he would gain'by unwor- 
thy JErees that money, which, ' wherr ſo acquired, 
his ſervants might ſteal from one end of the table, 
while he ſat ſtudious and abſtrated at the other, 


-As ſcarcely any man has reached the excellence, ve- 


ry few have ſunk to the weakneſs of Bacon': but almoſt 


the ſtudious tribe, as they obtain any participation 


of his knowledpe, feel likewiſe ſome contagion of his 


defefts; and obſtru& the veneration which learning 
- would procure, by follies greater or leſs to which on-. 


ly kearning could betray them. 05AYE 
-IT has been formerly remarked by the Guardzen, 
that the world puniſhes with too great ſeverity theer- 


xor of thoſe, who imaginetthat the ignorance of little 


-  hings may be compenſated by the knowledge of pens 
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can diſtinguiſh or eſteem great qualifications, and as 


mankind is in general more eaſilydiſpoſed to cenſure 
| than to admiration, contempt isoften incurred by {hight - 
miſtakes, which real virtue or uſefulneſs cannot coun- 


terbalance. | Sores fr hta 
Yer ſuch miſtakes and inadvertencies, it is not eaſy 
for a man deeply immerſed in ſtudy to avoid ; no man 
can become qualified for the common 41ntercourſes of 
life, by private meditation; the manners of the world 


_ are not a regular ſyſtem, planned by philoſophers up- 
on ſettled principles, in which every cauſe has a con- . 
gruous effect, and one part has aju reference to an-- 


other. Of the faſhions preyalent in every country, a 
few have ariſen, perhaps, from particular temperatures 
of the climate, a few more from-the conſtitution of 
the government; but the greater-part have grown up 


by chance, been ſtarted by caprice, been contrived by 


affeaation, or- borrowed-without any juſt motives of 
choice from: other countries. + - | 


OF all thefe, the ſavage that hunts bis prey upom - 


the, mountains, and the ſage that ſpeculates in his clo- 
ſet, muſt neceſſarily live'4n equal 1gnorance ;- yet by 


the obſervation of theſe trifles at is, that-the ranks of 


mankind-are kept tm-order, that the addreſs of one-to 


another 1s regulated, and the general buſineſs of the - 


world carried en with: facility and method. | 


THneset things, therefore, though fmall in them- 
ſelves, become great by their frequency ; and he very. 


much miſtakes his own intereſt, who, to the unavoid- 
able unſkilfulneſs of abſtraction and retirement, adds 


_ a voluntary negle& of common forms, and increaſes 
_ the diſadvantages of a ftudious courſe of life by an ar- _ 
rogant contempt of thoſe-practices, by which others 


endeavour:togain favour and multiply friendſhips. 


"A REAL and interior diſdain of faſhion and cere- 
mony, 1s, indeed, not-very' often to be found : much 


the-greater part of thoſe who pretend to laugh at fo 


pery and' (formality, - ſecretly wiſh to' have poſſeſi:d | 


thoſe-qualifications which they pretend to deſpiſe; and 


becauſe they find it — to waſh away the tinQuure 


vwhick 
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for ſo it is, that as more can detect petty failings than 
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which they have ſo.deeply imbibed, endeayour to har-: 
den themlelves 1a a {ullen approbation of their own 
colour. Neutrality is a ſtate, into which, the buſy pal-. 
hhons of man cannot eaſily ſubſide,; and he whois in, 
danger of the-pangs of enyy, is generally forced to re- 
create his imagination with an effort of contempt. 
_ - DOME, however, may be found, who ſupported by 
the conſciouſneſs of great abilities and elevated by a 
long courſe of reputation, and, applauſe, voluntarily 
conlign themſelves to-ſingularity, affect to. croſs the 
roads-of life becauſe they know that they ſhall not be 
Juſtled, and indulge a- boundleſs gratification of will 
becauſe they perceive that they ſhall be quietly obeyed, 
Men of this kind are generally known by the name of 
HumovuR1sTs, an appellation. by which he that has 
Obtained it, and can be.contented to keep it, 1s ſet free 
at once from the {hackles.of faſhion; and can go in or. 
out, fit or ſtand, be talkative or ſilent; gloomy or mer- 
Ty, advance ab{urdities or,oppoſe demonſtration, with- 
out any other reprehenſion. from, mankind, than that 
_— his way, that he is an'odd fellow, and muſt be [ct 
ONCe. SOLGTIFTS > 3h £242 Shs: 35 3: PORE 44 ries tc. 
Tris ſeems to many, an.eaſy paſſport through the 
various factions .of mankind ;, and. thoſe on whom it is. 
beſtowed, appear:teo frequently ta.cenſfider. the pati-: 
ence with which their-caprices are ſuffered, as an un-. 
_ doubted evidence of their own importangey, of a, genius 
to which ſubmiſſion is univerſally paid, and whole it- 
regularities are only con{1dered-as conlequences 91 its 
vigour. Theſe peculiarities however, are always found 
to ſpot a character though:they. may nottgtally obſcure _ 
it: and hewho expects from mankind, thatthey ſhould 
give up eſtabliſhed cuſtams in compliance with his t1n-. 
gle will, and exaGts that deference which he-does-not 
pay, may be endured, but can-never be approved-. - 
SINGULARITY 1s, I think, in its own nature uni- 
verſally and invariably diſpleaſing : in whatever reſpect 
a man differs from others, .he muſt be;confidered by 
them as either worſe or;better.; By being better, 14 15 
well known that a man gains;admiration,oftener.than 


love, fance.all approbation of bis praftice. muſt peogl 
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farily condemn him' that gives it ; and though a man 
often pliafes by inferiority, there are few who defire to 
'vive ſuch pleaſure: Yet the truth is, that ſingularity 1s 
almoſt always regarded as a brand of ſlight re roach ; 
and where it is affociated with acknowledged merit,. 
ſerves as an abatement or an allay of excellence, by 


| 7 which weak eyes are reconciled to'its luſtre, and by 

© which though kindneſs, is not gained, at lealt envy 13 

_ MIR a CE, 

| \f'N 'ByT let no man be in haſte to conclude his own me- 

—_— -rit fo great or conſpicuous, as to require or juſtify i1n- 
K-15 gularity : itis as hazardous for a moderate underſtand- 
* Ing to uſurp the prerogatives of genius, as for a com- 
\ 3d mon fortn to play over the airs of unconteſted beauty. 


"Fhe pride of men will not patiently endure'to ſee one, 
whoſe underſtanding or attainments are but level with 


-0 - 
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their own, break t e rules by which they have con- 
'Tented to be bound;,or forſake the direftion which they 
 ſubmiffively follow, Alt violation of eſtabliſhed prac- 
tice, implies in Its own nature a rejection of the com- 
mor? opinion, a, defrtance of common cenſure, and an 
'appealt from getieral laws to private judgment : he, 
therefore, who differs from. others without apparent 
_ advantage, oyght nar to'be angry if his arrogance its 
puniſhed with ridicule; if ' thele, whoſe, example. he 
Jupercihiouſly overlooks, point him out to derifion, and 
"hoot him'back agaih ihto the common road. x 
Tre pride of ſingularity 1s often exerted in tittte 
things, where right and wrong are indeterminable, 
and where; therefore, vanity is without excufe. But 
[there are occafions' on which it" is noble to dare fo 
ſtand alone. To be pious among infidels, to be difin- 
kereſted in 2 time'ofigeneral. venality, to lead a life of 
virtue and reaſon in the midſt of ſenſualiſts, is a-proof 
of a mind. intent on nobler things than the praiſe or 
blame of men, of a ſan fixed in the-contemplation of 
the lygheſt good, and-ſuperior to the tyranny of- cuſ- 
rm orernmpmwe cs nanny} el iikiabas 
In moral and religious queſtions only, a wiſe man 
will hold no conſultations with faſhion, becauſe theſe 
Cuties are/conftant and immutable; and depend not on 


- 
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the notions of men, but the commands of Heaven: 
Yet even of theſe, the external mode. is to be in ſome 
meaſure regulated by the prevailing taſte of the age in 
which we live ; for he is certainly no friend to virtue, 
'who negledts to give it any lawful attration, or ſuffers 
it to diſpleaſe the eyeor alienate the affeftions for 
want of innocent compliance with faſhionable deco- 
rations, ys 3 Pp nd 
_ Iris yet remembered of thelearned and pious Nelſor, 
that he was remarkably elegant in his manners, and A 
- Tplendid in his drefs. He knew, that the eminence ff Wt 
his charaRter drew. many eyes upon him and he ws Wt 
careful not to drive the young or gay away from reli- 
gion, by repreſenting it as an enemy to any diſtinction 
.or enjoyment, in which human nature may innocent- 
2 OR all 
"Ix this cenſure of fin ularity, I have, therefore, no MME 
.Intention to ſublet reafon or conſcience to cuſtom and FE 
example. Tocomply with the notions and practices 
of mankind, is in ſome degree the duty of a Dcfal be- 
ing ; becauſe by compliance only he can pleaſe, and 
by pleaſing only he can become uſeful : but as the end 
'1s not to be loſt for the ſake of the means, we are not to 
give up virtue to complaiſance; for the end of complai- 
5s 's only i gain the kindneſs of our fellow beings, 
*whoſe kindneſs is defirable only as inftrumental to 


happineſs, and happineſs muſt be always loſt by depar- 


- g » C3 « >.» - — 
«I - p. Soptf} nn, 4 vt _—_ 
er SEtt "ts bye EE ves” as os «EY F —_— _ 
By a ——— F "#. OT.” OY 
> 2 . hs 
i — >> 2 A 


o 


z 


ture from virtue, _ 


101.221 51) 18a ethers o 3 rp $9. 
\No life: Mleaſmg : to God that is not feful to Man. 
An Eaſtern Story, oy T8526 $9548 [ Advyent- N? 38. 


| T T pleaſedour mighty ſovereign 4bbasCaraſcan, from 

— wham.tha kings of the earth derive honour and do- 
minion, to ſet Mrrza his ſervant over the-province 0 

-Tauris. In the-hand of ;4irza, the balance of diſtri- 

| bution wasſuſpended with impartiality; and under h1s 
adminiftration the weak were protected, -the learned 

received honour, and the diligent became ae __ 
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his requeſt, he made this reply : © 


<a city glorious above al | 
_ © qyhich refledts the ſplendor of thy preſence. But the 
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therefore, was beheld by every eye with. com placericy, 


_ and every tongue pronounced bleſhngs upon his head. 
But it was obſerved that he derived nojoy from the be- 


nefits which he diffuſed : he became penfive and melan- 
choly ; he ſpent his leiſure in ſolitude ; in his palace he 
ſat motionleſs upon a ſofa ; and when he went out, his 
walk was flow. and his eyes were fixed upon the 
ground : he applied to the buſineſs of {tate with reluc- 
tance 3 and reſolved to relinquiſh the toi] :of govern- 
mean, of which he could no longer enjoy the re- 
ward. Sir 


'” HE, therefore, obtained permiſſion to approach the 


throne of our ſoverei;n ; and being ales what was 
* May the Lord of 
© the world forgive the flave whom he has honoured, 


«if Mirza preſume again to Jay the bounty of Abbas 


<& at his feet. Thou haſt given me the dominion of a- 
© country, fruitful as the bro of Damaſcus ; and 

. others, except that only 
longeſt life is a period ſcarce ſufficient to prepare for 
«death : all other buſineſs is vain and trivial, as the 
© toil of emmets in the path of the traveller, under 
<whoſe foot they periſh for ever ; and all enjoyment 
& is unſubſtantial and evaneſcent, as the colours of the 
& bow that appears in the interval of a ſtotm. Suffer 
©* me, therefore, to prepare for the approach of eterni- 
* ty, let me give up my ſoul to meditation : let ſolitude 
© and ſilence acquaint me with the myſteries of devo- 


** tion let me forget. the world, and by the world:be 


< forgotten, till the moment arrives in which the veil 
* of eternity ſhall fall, and I ſhall be found at the bar 
© of the ALMIGHTY.” MAfirza then bowed 


| himſelf to the earth, and ſtood filent. 


By the command of Abbas it is recorded, that at 


_ theſe words he trembled upon the throne, at the foet- 
{tool of which the. world pays homage: he looked 
_ round upon his nobles; but every countenance was 


pale, and every eye was upon the earth: No man 
opened his mouth ; and the king firſt broke ſilence 
after it had continued near an hour. l 


? RE" « Mirza, 
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©« Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. :f 
© am alarmed as a man who ſuddenly perceives that 
-<* he is near the brink of a precipice, and is urged 
. forward by an irreſiſtible force : but yet I know not, 
© whether my danger is a reality or a dream. I am az 


** thou art, a reptile of theearth; my life is a moment, , 


*- and eternity, in which days and years and-ages are 
© nothing, eternity is before me, for which alſo ſhould 


prepare: but by whom then muſt the Faithful be 


*© governed ? by thoſe only who have no fear of judg- 
<< ment? by thoſe only, whoſe life is brutal, becauſe 
\<©-like brutes they do not conſider that they ſhall die ? 
** Or who, indeed, are the Faithful? Are the buſy mu}- 
5 titude that crowd the city, in a ſtate of perdition ? 
< and is the cell of the Derviſe alone the gate of Pa- 
< radiſe? Toall, the life of a Derviſe is not poffible:: 
* to all, therefore; it cannot be a duty. Depart to the 
** houſe which has in this city been prepared for thy 
©: refidence : I will meditate the reaſon of thy requeſt; 
** and may he who illuminates the mind of the humble 
'** enable me to determine with wiſdom.” | 
- Mirza departed, and on the third day having re» 
'ceived.no command, he again requeſted an audience, 
and it was granted, When he entered the royal pre- 


ſence, his countenance appeared more chearful ; he 


drew a letter from his boſom, and having kiſſed it he 
preſented it with his right hand. ©* My Lord,” ſaid 
he, © I have learned by this letter, which I received 
** from Coſrou the Iman who ſtands now before thee, 


*©in what manner life may be beſt improved. I am_ 


** enabled to look back with pleaſure, and forward 
*© with hope; and I ſhall now rejoice till to be the 
*© ſhadow of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thoſe 


* honours which I fo lately wiſhed to reſign,” The 


king, who had liſtened to Airza with a mixture of 
ſurprize and curiofity, immediately gave the letter to 
Coſoon, and commanded that it ſhould be read. The 
eyes of the court were at once turned upon the hoary 
ſage, whoſe countenance was ſuffuſed with an honeſt 
bluſh ; and it was not without ſome hcſitation that he 
read thele words. 


"«.T9 | 


«© Fauris, my Ne: Saf Heels BYNY 
<04MiAHonh, and'my eyes became dim with ſorrow. But 


Ny phet multiply 
Pf 


«4 T obtained an early, knowledge of 
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+ «/Ty Mirza, whom the wifdom of Abbas ourmighty 


 & Þ ,7& has honoured with dominion, be” everlaſting; 
66 Ro When I heard thy purpoſe to withdraw the 


« hleflings of thy government from the thouſands of 
NN in Ny wounded with: the od af 

«zh thall ſpeak before the king when he is troubled; 

$ and who Prat boaſt of knowledge, when he 1s di- 


6 {refed by doubt? T's thee I will relate the eyents af 


* my youth, which thou haft renewed before me z and 
<* thoſe truths worm they taught me, may the Pro» 
on Garda oo. 

UnDE the infttidtion of the PhVſician dlimars 

y. Kc his art, To thoſe 
& who were fmitten with 'diſcafe, I could adminiſter 
« plants, which the ſun has impregnited with the ſpt- 
& rit of health. But the ſcenes of pain, Ianguar, and 


© mortality, which were pe Pervally riſing before me, 


«© made me often tremble far myſel?. , 1 ſaw the grave 
* open at' my feet: I detetmined, therefore, to con- 
< ternplate only the Tepions beyond it, and to deſpiſe 
© every Kanto which T cquld not keep, br COnN® 
< ceived an opinion that as tKere was no merit but in 
*-yoluntary poverty, and filent meditation, thoſe wha 
© defired money wz-re not proper objects of bounty ; 
*© and that by al who were proper objects of bounty, 
©* money was defpiſed. I, therefore, buried mine in 
* the eatth ; and renounct? fociety, I wandered into ' 
* a wid and. {equeſtered part of the country : MP 
« dwclling was 2 cave by the fide of 2 hill, I drank 
* the running water from theſpring, and eat ſuch fruits 
* and herbs as I could find, Po increaſe the ayfterity 
*© of my life, I frequently watched 2!l night, Pon at 
** the entrance of the caye with my face to the eaſt, 
by reigning myſelf to the ſecret influences of the Pro» 
._ phet, and expeCting illuminations from above. One . 
** morning after my noQturnal vig1l, juſt as T perceived 
ys the horizon glow at the approach of the ſun, the . 
\. power of ſleep became irreliſtible, and I ſunk under 
© It. I imagined myſelf ſtill fitting at the entrance of 
** my cell; that the dawn increaſed; and that as Ilook= 


K 5 


202 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 

= ed earneſtly. for the firſt beam of day, a dark ſpot 
<< 4ppeared to intercept it... I perceived that it was in 
< motion ;.it encreaſed in ſize as it drew near, and at 
<« length I diſcovered it to be an eagle. I ſtill kept 
< my eye fixed ſtedfaſtly upon it,” and ſaw it alight at 
<« 2 {mall diſtance,; where 1 now deſcried a fox whoſe. 


<© two fore legs appeared to be broken. Before this 


<c fox the eagle laid part of a kid, which ſhe had 
© brought in her talons, and then diſappeared. When 
*© I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, and 
< bleſſed the prophet for the inſtruction of the morn- 
« ing. :L reviewed my dream, and {aid thus to myſe]f.: 
© Cofrou, thou haſt done well to-renounce the tumult, 
<« the buſineſs, and the vanities of life :. but thou hat 
<c as bs only done it in part: thou art ſtill every day 
<< bufied in the ſearchof food, thy mind: is not wholly 
* at reft, neither 1s this truit in PROvIDENCE com- 
<*<-plete. - What art thou taught by this viſion ? If thou 
_ <© haſt ſeen an eagle commiſtoned by HEAVEN to feed 


<<. a fox that is lame, ſhall_not the hand of Heavex 


<< alſo ſupply thee with: food ;. when that which pre- 
*©-vents thee from procuring it for thyſelf, is.not nece(- 
<< ſity but devotion ? I was now ſo confident of a mi- 
 < raculous ſupply, that I negleQed'to walk out for my 
< repaſt, which, after the firſt day, I expeced with an 
«impatience that left me little power of attending to 
*© any other object :* this impatience,. however, 1 la- 
*.boured to ſuppreſs, and perſiſted in my reſolution ; 
_ © but my eyes /at length began. to fail me, and my 

« Enees ſmote each ether; I threw myſelf backward, 
* and hoped my weakneſs would ſoon. increaſe to in- 


« ſenſibility. But'T was ſuddenly rouſed by the voice . 


© of arfinviſible being who pronounced theſe words : 
Cofrou, I am the ane who, by the command of the 
ALMIGH TY, have regiſtered the thoughts of thy 

beart which Fam now commiſſioned to reprove. Whilz 


thou waſt attempting to become wile above that which 


1s revealed, thy folly has perverted the: inſtruction 
which was vouchſafed thee. Art thou diſabled as the 
Fox ? haſt thou not rather the powers of the Eagle! 
Ariſe, let the> Eagle be the object of thy FMSNNe. 
| g 
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1 and ſickneſs, be thou again the meſſenger of 
Res) health. Virtue is not reſt; but action. If thou 
doſt good to man as an evidence of thy love to GOD, 
thy virtue will be exalted from moral to divine; and 
88 that happineſs which is the pledge of Paradiſe, will be 
f | & thy reward upon earth. þ 0 ; EIE 
IE: < «© At theſe words TI was not leſs aſtoniſhed than if a 
FX < mountain had been overturned at my feet. I hum-. 
PX < bled myſelf in the duſt ; T returned to the city; I. 
FX < dug up my treaſure ; I was liberal, yet I became rich. 
"X < My ſkill in reſtoring health to the body, gave me 
<« frequent opportunities of curing the diſeaſes of the 
' FE < foul. Iputon theſacred veſtments ; I grew eminent 
EX < beyond my merit; andit was the pleaſure of the king 
' [FX <« that I ſhould ſtand before hin. Now, therefore, be 
<« not offended ; I boaft of no knowledge that I have 
© not received ; as the ſands of the deſfart drink up 
= © the drops of rain, or the dew of the morning, 1o 
=* *© doTalſo who am but duft, imbibe the inſtructions of 
<« the Prophet. Believe then that it is- he who tel] 
5 The: Al Enowledie is prophane, which terminates 
&* in thyſelf; and by a life waſted in ſpecalation, little 
* even of this can be gained. When the gates of pa= 
* radiſe are thrown open before thce, thy mind ſhall be 
_ * irradiated in a moment ; here thou canſt little more 
"j ** than pile error upon error; there thou ſhalt build 
= © truth'upon truth. Wait, therefore, for the glorious 
_ *< viſion; and in the mean time emulate the eagle. 
* Much is in thy power; and, therefore, much is ex- 
<* pected of thee. Though the ALMIGHTY only 
** can give virtue ; yet, as a prince, thou mayſt ſti- 
iy ** mulate thoſe to beneficence, who ac from no higher 
WE * motive than immediate intereſt : thou canſt not pro= 
$0 66 duce the principle, but mayſt enforce the practice. 
<* The relief of the poor is equal, whether they re= 
*© celve It from oftentation, or charity ; and the effect 
* of example is the ſame, whether it be intended to 
© obtain the favour of G OD or man. Let thy virtue 
5* bethusdiffuſed ; and if thou believeſt withreverence, 
** thou ſhalt be accepted above. Farewel. May the 
«* {mile of Him whoreſides in the Heaven of Heavens, 
K 6 © be 


LY 
« 


204 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
* be upon thee ! and againſt thy name in the volume 


* of Hts will, may happineſs be written ! _ 
'Tnx King, whoſe doubts like thoſe of Mirza were 
how removed, looked up with ww a {mile that com. 
municated the joy of his mind. He diſmiſſed the prince 
t5 his government ; and commanded theſe events tg 
be recorded, to the end that poſterity may know © that 
* no life is pleafing to GOD, but that which is uſe- 
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Refleffions upon the JEWS. [SpeEt. N® 495.] 


' A 51 amone, who by my profeſſion, am obliged to 

look into all kinds of men, there are none whom 

I confider with ſo much pleafure, as thoſe who have 

-any thing new or extraordinary in their characters, or 
ways of nk For this reaſon I have often amuſed 
myſelf with ſpeculations on the race of people called 
Fews, many of whom I have met with in moſt of the 
confiderable towns, which I have paſled through in the 
courſe of - my travels. They are, indeed, fo diflemi- 
.. Nated through all the trading parts of the world, that 


B they.are become the inſtruments by which the moſt 


diſtant nations converſe with one another, and b 
which mankind are knit together in a general correſ- 
ponegane : they are like the pegs and nails in a great 
uilding, which though they are bur little valued in 
themſelves, are abſolutely neceflary to keep the whole 
frame together. TE 
- _ THrarl may notfall into any common beaten tracts 
of obſervation, I ſhall conſider this people in three 
views: firſt, with regard to their number; ſecondly, 
their diſperſion ; and thirdly, their adherence to their 
relzgion; and afterwards endeavour to ſhew, firſt, what 
natural reaſons, and ſecondly, what providential rea- 
 fons may be affigned for theſe three remarkable partt- 


_. Culars. 


THrt Jews are looked upon by many to be as nu- 
werous at preſent, as they were formerly in the land 


of Canaan. 
| Tris 
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Txrs is wonderful, conſidering the dreadful laugh- 


' ter made of them under ſome of the Raman emperors, 


which hiſtorians deſcribe by the death of many hundred 
thouſands in a war; and the innumerable matfacres and 


perſecutions they have undergone in Turkey, as well as 


in all Chriſtian nations of the world. The Rabbzns, to 


expreſs the great hayock which has been ſometimes 
- made of them, tell us, after their uſual manner of hy- 


perbole, that there were ſuch torrents of holy blood 
ſhed, as carried rocks of an hundred yards in circum- 


- ference above three miles into the ſea. + -* 


© TaxiRdiſperſion is the ſecond remarkable particular 
in this people. They ſwarm over all the Za/t ; and are 


ſettled in the remoteſt parts of China : they are ſpread 


thro' moſt of the nationsof Europeand Afric, and many 
families of them are eſtabliſhed in the JY2/i- Indies ; not 


to mention whole nations bordering on Prefter-Fohr's 


country, and ſome diſcovered in the inner parts of 
America, if we may giveany credit to their own writers. 

THEiR firm adherence to their religion, is no leſs 
remarkable than their numbers and diſperſion, efpeci- 
ally conſidering it as perſecuted or contemned over the 
face of the whole earth. This is likewiſe the more re- 


 markable, if we conſider the frequent apoſtaſies of this 


people, when they lived under their kings, in the land 
of Promiſe, and within fight of their temple. 

IF in the next place-we examine, what may be the 
natural reaſons of theſe three particulars which we find - 
in the Fews, and which are not to be found in any 


other religion or people, I can, in the firſt place, attri- 


bute their numbers to nothing but their conſtant em= 
ployment, their abſtinence, their exemption from 


| wars, and above all, their frequent marriages ; for 
they look upon celibacy as an accurſed ſtate, and ge- 


nerally are married before twenty, as hoping the Mef- 
fiah may deſcend from them. 

T rx difperſton of the Ferws into all the nations of 
the earth, is a ſecond: remarkable particular of that 
people, tho” not ſo hard to be accounted for. "They 
were always in rebellions and tumults while they had 


the temple and holy city in view, for whichreaſon they 


have 
4 | 
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- have often been driven out of their old habitations in 


the land of Promiſe. [They have as often been baniſh- 
ed out of moſt other places where they have ſettled, 


+ which muſt very much diſperſe and ſcatter a people, 
and oblige them to ſeek ja livelihood where they can 


find it. Beſides, the whole people is now a race of 
ſuch- merchants as. are wanderets by profeſſion, and 


_ as the ſame- time are-in moſt, if not all, places inca- 


pable of either lands or offices, that might engage them 


to make any part of the world their home. 


Tris diſperſion would probably have loſt their re- 


- ligion, had it not-been ſecured by the ſtrength of its 


conſtitution : for; they are. to live all in a body, and 
generally within the fame incloſure; to marry among 
themſelves, and to eat no meats that are not killed or 
prepared their own way. 'This ſhut them out from 
all table-converſation, and the moſt agreeable inter- 
courſes of life ; -and, by conſequence, excludes them 
from the moſt probable means of converſion. 
IF, in the laſt place, we conſider what providen- 
tial-reaſon may be aihgned for theſe three particulars, 
we ſhall find that their numbers, diſperſion, and ad- 


herence to their religion, have furniſhed every age, 


and-every nation of the world, with the ſtrongeſt 
arguments for the Chriſtian faith ; not only as theſe . 
very particulars are foretold of them, but as they them- 
ſelves are the depolitaries of theſe and all the other 
propheſies, which-tend to their own confuſion. Their - 


-number furniſhes us with a ſufficient cloud of wit- 
neſles that atteſt the truth of the Old Bible. Their 
diſperſion ſpreads theſe witneſles through All parts of 


i 


the world. The adherenceto theirreligton makes their 
teſtimony unqueſtionable. Had the whole body of 
the Jews been converted to Chriſtianity, we ſhould 
certainly have thought all the propheſfies of the Old 
Teſtament, that relate. to the coming and hiſtory of 
our Blefſed Saviour, forged by Chriſtians, and bave 


-Jooked upon them, with the propheſies of the S:byls, 
as made many years after the eyenis they pretended 


to foretel, 


Virtus 
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-+ue, in Diſtreſs, © repreſented in the Story of 
Fe AND ot.  - [SpectoNogngil 
T7 Have more than once had occaſion to mention-a 
| I noble ſaying of Seneca the philoſopher, that aVir- 
tuous perſon ſtruggling with misfortunes, and-rifing 
above them, is'an object on which the gods them- 
ſelves may look down with delight. I ſhall therefore 
ſet before my reader a fcene of this kind of diſtreſs in 
private life, for the ſpeculation of this day. LL2HVE 
Ax eminent citizen, who had. lived in good faſhion 
and credit, was' by a train of accidents, and by an un- 
avoidable perplexity in his affairs, reduced to a low 
condition. There is a modeſty uſual attenffng fault- 
Jeſs poverty, which made him rather chooſe to-reduce 
his manner of living to his preſent circumſtances, than 
ſolicit his friends, in order to ſupport the ſhew of an 
eſtate, when the ſubſtance was gone. His wife, who 
was a woman of ſenſe and virtue, behaved herſelf on 
this occaſion with uncommon decency, and never ap- 
peared fo amiable in his eyes as now. Initead of up- 
braidingiim with the ample fortune ſhe had brought, 
or the many great offers ſhe had refuſed for his ſake, 
ſhe redoubled all the inſtances of her affetion, while 
her huſband was continually pouring out his heart to 
her in complaints, that he had ruined the beſt woman 
in the world. He ſometimes came home at a time 
when ſhe did not expect him, and ſurpriſed her in 
tears; which ſhe endeavoured to conceal, and always 
put on an air of chearfulneſs to receive him. To leflen 
_ their expence, their eldeſt daughter (whom I ſhall 
' call Amanda) was ſent into the country, to the houſe 
of an honeſt farmer, who had married a ſervant of the 
tamily, "This young woman was apprehenſive of the 
ruin which was approaching, and had privately en- 
Saged a friend in the neighbourhood to give her an'ac- 
count of what paſſed from time to time in her father's 
affairs. Amanaa was in the bloom of her youth and 
beauty, when the Lord of the manor, who often * 
_ calledin at the farmer's houſe as he followed his coun- 


try ſports, fell paſſionately in love with her, He was 
a mag 
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a man of great generoſity, but, from a looſe edyca- 
tion had contracted a hearty -averſion to marriage. 
He therefore entertained a deſign upon Amand?'s yir- 
tue, which at preſent he thought fit to keep private. 
The innocent creature who never ſaſpeRed his inteh- 
tions, was pleaſed with his perſon; 'and Having'obſer-- 
ved his growing paſſion for her, hoped, by f6 advan- 
tageous a match, ſhe might quickly be in a capacity 
of ſupporting her impoveriſhed relations. © One tay as 
he called to fee her, he found her in tears over a letter 
ſhe had juſt received from her friend, which gave an 
account that her father” had litely been ftripped of 
every thing by an execution. *Fhe lover, a (5 with: 
ſome difficulty found out the cauſe of her grief, took 
this occaſion to make her a propoſal. It is'impoflible 
to expreſs Amanda's confuſion when ſhe found his pre- 
tenfions were not honourable. She was now deſerted 
of all her hopes, and had no power to ſpeak ; but 
ruſhing from him in the utmoſt diſturbance, locked 
herſelf up in her chamber. He rs 9g, diſpatched 
a meſſenger to her father with the following letter. 


S 17 R, | Ee 
E I Have heard of your misfortune, and have offered 

< 4 your daughter, if ſhe will live with me, to ſettle 
© on her four hundred pounds a-year, and to lay down 
the ſum for which you are now diſtreſſed. TI will be 
ſo ingenuous, as to tell you that I do not intend mar- 
riage : but zf you are wiſe, you will uſe your autho- 
rity. with her not to be too nice, when ſhe has an 
- opportunity of ſaving you and rour family, and of 
making herſelf happy. (4 aj | 

| | 4# am, &c. 


Tnr1s letter came to the han ds of Amandsd's mother ; 
ſhe opened and read it with great ſurpriſe and concern. 
She did not think it proper to explain herſelf, to the 


meſſenger ; but defiring him to call again the. next 
morning, ſhe wrote to her daughter as tollows. 


La 


a 6. @ & 8a 


Deareft 


c 
6 
C 
c 


_ CC .>9.. MM. 9; £0 


KK GN AAGAGCG AARAAGKAAAA £0 = 6A R 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 209 


| Lore Ch y ek and I have juſt now received. a 
Y letter from a gentleman who pretends love to 


you, with a propoſal that inſults our misfortunes, 
and would throw us to a lower degree of miſery than 
any thing which is come upon us. How could this 
barbarous man think that the tendereſt of, parents 
would be tempted to ſupply their want, by giving up 
the beſt of children. to infamy and ruin! It is a 
'mean and cruel artifice to make this propoſal at.a 
time when he thinks our neceſfities muſt compel ys 
to any thing 3 but we will not eat the bread of 
ſhame ; and therefore we charge thee not to think 
of -us, but to avoid the ſnare which is laid for thy 
virtue. Beware of pitying us : it is not fo bad as 
you have perhaps been told. All things will yet be 
well, and I ſhall write my child better news. + 

© I HAVE been interrupted. I know not how, 1 was 
moved to ſay things woyld mend.. AsgT was goirig 
on I was ftartled by. a noiſe of one that knocked at 
the door and bad brought us an unexpected ſupply 
of a debt which had long been owing: Oh! ] wall 
now tell thee all. It is-ſome- days 1 have lived 
moſt without ſupport, having conveyed what little 
money I could raiſe to your poor father.—'Fhou 


"wilt weep to think where he is, yet be aſſured he 


will ſoon be at liberty. - That cruel letter would 
have broke his heart, but I have concealed it from 
him. I have no companion at preſent beſides little 
Fanny, who ftands watching my looks as I write, 
and 1s crying for her ſiſter ; ſhe ays ſhe is ſure you 
are not, well, having diſcovered that my preſent 
trouble is about you. But do not think I would 
thus repeat my ſorrows, to grieve thee. No, it is 
to intreat thee not to make them inſupportable, by 
adding what would be worſe than all. Let us bear 
chearfully an afMlition, which we have not brought 
on ourſelves, and remember there is a power who 
can better deliver us out of it, than by the-loſs of 
thy innocence. Heaven preſerve my dear child. . 


Thy affeftionate Mother — 
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_ *"Tnrx meſſenger, notwithſtanding he promiſed to de-< 
| liver this letter to Amanda, 'carried it ft to his maſ- 
_ "ter, who he imagined would be glad to have an op- 
portunity of giving” it into her hands himſelf. His 
maſter was impatient to know the ſucceſs of his pro- 
poſal, and therefore broke open the letter privately, 
to ſee the contents. He was not a little moved at fo 
true 24 picture of virtue in diſtreſs ; but at the ſame 
time was infinitely ſurpriſed to find his offers re- 
jetted. However he reſolved not to ſuppreſs the letter, 
ut carefully ſealed it up again, and carricd it to A- 
- manda. All his endeavours to ſee her were in vain, 
till ſhe was aſſured he brought a letter from her mo- 
ther. He would not part with it but upon condition 
"that ſhe' ſhou}d'rread it without leaving the room, 
"While ſhe was perufing it; -he fixed his eyes on her 
-face with the deepeſt attention ; her concern gave a 
new ſoftneſs to her beauty, and when ſhe burtt into 
"tears, he could no longer refrain from bearing a part 
"'Inher ſorrow, and telling her, that he too had read 
-the' letter, -and was reſolved to make reparation for 
| paving been the occaſion of it. | reader will not 
P 


: be difpleaſed to ſee the ſecond epiftle which he now 
- wrote to Amanda's mother. OTTER 


© TT Am full of ſhame, and will never forgive myſelf, 
* © if Thave not your pardon for what I lately wrote. 
©: It was far from my intention to add trouble to the 
< afflicted; nor could any thing but my being a ſtranger 
© to you, have betrayed me into a fault,'for which, if 
© 'T live, I ſhall endeavour to 'make you amends, as 
© a ſon. You cannot be unhappy while Amanda 15 
:* your daughter: nor ſhall be, if any thing can pre- 
© yent it, which is in the power of, 
Ft», 0: MADAM, © 
Your moſt obedient, : 
humble Servant, —— 


o 


; eF, | _ OS, C8 : Rs : 
+> Tr1s letter he ſent by his-ſteward, and ſoon after 
Avent up to town himſelf to;edtuplete the generous act 


-he had now reſolved on. By his friendſhip _—__ 


_— \ ih. Mid ms dad yo h _ 
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"tance Amanda's:father. was. uickly in. 2 condition of 
retrieving. hits perplexed affairs, To. conclude, he 
married Amanda, and enjoyed. the double ſatisfaction 


of having reſtored a worthy family to. their former 


roſperity, and of making himſelt happy by an al- 
[nies to their virtues... | 
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'The WHISPERERS ard GIGGLERS anng 
the fair Sex complained of. —|[Connoif. N* 14. 


SIR, ; | 
. A S the ladies are naturally become the immediate 
A objects of your care, will, you permit a complaint 
to be.inierted in your paper, Which 1s founded upon a 
_ matter of fact ? They will. pardon me, .if by laying 
. before you a particular inftance I was lately witneſs to 

of their improper behaviour, I endeavour: to expoſe a 
reigning evi], which ſubjes them to many ſhameful 
| IPALIPAee ' 46 TORRES 257 ood nora 

_ 1 REceLveD. laſt week a dinner-card from a friend, 
with an intimation that I ſhould meet ſome very agree- 
_ able Jadies. At my arrival, I found that the company 
conſiſted chiefly of females, who indeed did: me: the 
honour to riſe, but quite diſconcerted me in paying my 

reſpects,. by their whiſpering each other, and appear- 
Ing to ſtifle a laugh... When I was ſeated, the ladies 
grouped themſelves up. in a corner, and entered into a 
private cabal,; ſeemingly to diſcourſe upon points of 
great ſecrecy, and importance, but of equal merriment 
and diverſion... F A 


« » nn 


Tax ſame conduct of keeping cloſe to their ranks 
was obſerved at table, where the ladies ſeated them- 

ſelves together. Their converſation was here alfo 
_ confined wholly to. themſelves, and ſeemed like the 
.myſteries. of .the Bona Dea, in which men were for- 
-bidden to have any ſhare. -It was a continued laugh 
- and a whiſper fromthe beginning to the end of dinner. 
A whole ſentence was ſcarce ever ſpoken aloud, Single 
words, indeed, now and then broke forth ; ſuch as 


odtous, 


ki 


212 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
_ edious, horrible, deteſtable, ſhocking, HUMBUGe< | This 
laſt new-coined expreflion, which. is only tobe found 
m the nonſenſical vorabulary, ſounds abſurd and gif- 
agreeable, whenever'it is pronounced ;- but from the 
mouth. of a Jady it is ** ſhocking, deteſtable, horrible, 
< and odious,' RE ke bf i otef rw g 
My friend ſeemed to be in an uneaſy ſituation at 
his own table : but þ was far more miſerable.” I was 
mute, and ſeldom dared to lift up my eyes from-m 
late,. or. turn. my head to call for ſmall beer, leſt by 
»me aukward poſture I might draw upon me a whit- 
.per ora laugh.” Sancho, when he was forbid to eat of 
a delicious banquet ſet before him, could ſcarce appear 
more melancholy. The rueful length of my face might 
poſſibly encreaſe the mirth of my tormenters : at leaſt 
' their joy ſeemed: to riſe in exact proportion with my 
. miſery. At length, however, the time of my delivery 
approached. Dinner. .ended, 'the -ladies made- their 
exit in pairs, and went off hand in. hand whiſpering, 
like the two kings of Breutford. OT. 
MopztsT men, Mr; 'Fown, are deeply wounded, 


when they imagine themſelves: the objects of ridicule 


.or. contempt”: and the pain is the greater, when it is 
-given by thoſe whom they admite,- and from whom 
[they are ambitious of receiving any marks of counte- 
nance and favour. Yet we muſt allow; that affronts are 
pardonable from ladies, as they are often- prognoſtics 
of future kindneſs. ..If a lady ſtrikes our cheek, we can 
very willingly follow. the precept of the Goſpel, and 
turn: the other cheek to be ſmitten. Even a blow from 
a fair hand conveys pleaſure. But this battery of 
whiſpers is againſt all legal rights of war z=-poiforicd 
arrows, and ſtabs in the dark, are not'more repug- 
nant to the general laws of humanity.” 
 Mopxkn writers of comedy often introduce a pett 
witling into their pieces,. who is very ſevere upon the 
reſt of the company ; but all his waggery is ſpoken 
aſide. Theſe gigglers and whiſperers ſeem to be actin 
the ſame part in company, that this arch-rogue does m 


the play. Every word or motion produces a.train of | 
whiſpers z the dropping of a ſnuft-box, or ſpilling the 


& teas 
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tea, is ſure to-be accompanied with a titter ; and up- 
on the entrance of any one with ſomething particular 
in his perſon or manner, I have ſeen 'a whole room in 
a buzz like a bee-hive, OO | 

Ta1s praRice of whiſpering, if it is any where al- 
lowable, may perhaps be indulged the fair ſex at 
church, where the converſation can only be carried on _ 
by the ſecret ſymbols of a curtſy, an ogle, or a nod. 
A whiſper in this place is very often of great uſe, as 
it. ſerves to'convey the moſt ſecret intelligence, which 
a lady would be ready to burſt with, if ſhe could not 
fknd vent for it by this kind of auricular confeſſion. A 
piece 'of ſcandal tranſpires in this manner from one 

pew to the other, then preſently whizzes along the 
chancel, from whence it. crawls up to the galleries, - 
*(all at laſt the whole church hums with it. OL, 

TT were alſo to be wiſhed,” that the ladies would be : 
pleaſed to confine- themſelves' to whiſpering in their 
7:e.4 tite conferences at an opera or the play-houfe ; 
which would be, a proper deference to the reſt of the - 
audience. In France, we are told, it is common for the 

parterre to join with the perfarmers tn any favourite. 
air: but we ſeem to have carried this cuſtom {till fur- 
ther, as the company in our boxes, without concerr - 
ing themſelves in the leaſt with the play, are even. 
louder than the-players.: The wit and. humour. of -a 
Polrigh or a Congreve is frequently interrupted: by-a.; 
britiant diald2uebetween twoperſons of faſhion; and a 
love-ſcene in the ſfide-box has'often been moreattended - 
to, than that on the:{ſtagei | As to-their loud burſts of : 
laughter at the theatre, they may very well be -ex-- 
culed; when. they, are excited by-any lively {trokes in - 
a comedy : but 1 have ſten our ladies titter-at the. 
molt giſtreſsful ſcenes in;Romes and_7ilet, grin over - 
the anguiſh of a Afonimra or - Belvidera, and fairly - 
laugh King Lear off the ſtage. ST oo FOIRP 
_TxHrvs the/whole behaviour of theſe ladies is in dis . 
rect contradiQion to good-manners. They laugh-when + 
they ſhould cry, are loud when they ſhould be feng, : 
and are {flent when/their converſation is defirable. - If . 
a manin a ſele&t company was thus to laugh or whitf- 


pzr 
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per me out of countenance; T ſhould be apt toconſtrue 
it as an affront, and demand an 'explanation:” As 'ts 


the ladies, T would deſire them to refleQ how much 


they would ſuffer, if their own weapons were turned - 


againſt them, and the gentlemen ſhould attack them 


with the ſame arts of laughing and whiſpering. But, - 


however free they may be from our reſentment, they 
are {till open to 1i1l-natured ſuſpicions. .'They do not 
conſider, what ſtrange 'conſtructions may be put on 


theſe laughs'and whiſpers. It were, indeed, of little 


conſequence, if we only imagined, that they were tak- 


ing the reputation of their acquaintance to pieces, or 


abuſing the company round ; but when they indulge 
themſelves in this behaviour, ſome perhaps may be led 
to conclude, that they are diſcourfing upon topics, 
which they are aſhamed to ſpeak of in a leſs private 
manner. DOPE EE OS REIN LOT 

'Tp-the: miſcondu@, which I have deſcribed; had 
been only to be found, Mr. Town, at my friend's 
table, I ſhould not have troubled you with this letter; 


But the ſame kind of ill breeding prevails too often, 
and in too many places. "The g1gglers and the whiſ-. 
perers are innumerable ; they beſet us wherever we 


go; and" it is obſervable, that after a ſhort murmur 


of whiſpers out comes the burſt of laughter: like a 


8 -powder ſerpent, which, after. hiſhng 'about for 
ome time, goes off in a bounce. '- a 


u 
 SomME excuſe may perhaps be framed for this 1il1-_ 
timed merriment in the fair ſex. Yenus, the goddeſs of. 


beauty, is frequently called the laughter-loving dame; 


and by laughing our modern ladies may poflibly ima-_ 
ine, that they render themſelves like Fenus. I have. 


indeed remarked, that the ladies commonly adjuſt 


their laugh to their perſons, and are merry in propor-_ 


tion as it ſets off their particular charms. One lady i 
rever further moved than to'a ſmile or a ſimper,. 


- 


vantage ; another, who has a very fine ſet of teeth, 


Cuns into the broad grin; whilea third, who is admired. 
for a well-turned neck and graceful cheſt, calls up jall 


» 


is 
| | \ 
_ cauſe nothing elſe ſhews. her dimples to fo much ad- 
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her beauties to view by breaking into violent and re- 
peated peals of laughter. + tk 211 
1 woULD not be underſtood to impoſe gravity or 
too great a reſerve on the fair ſex. Let them laugh 
at a feather; but let them declare openly, that it is. 
a feather which occaſions their mirth. I muſt con-_ 
ſeſs, that laughter becomes the young, the gay, and. 
the handſome : but a whiſper 1s unbecoming at all 
ages and in both ſexes ; nor ought it ever to be prac- 
tiſed, except in the round gallery at St. Paul's, or in. 
the famous whiſpering place in Glouce/ter cathedral, 
where two whi DITA Bour each other at the diſtance 
five and twenty yards, 
" : Ri T am, $ I R, 


Your humble Servant. 
oof ee Wen Went Were Rodd We 


On BETS, and the Cuftom of PITTING, as. 
prattiſed at White's. | [Connoif. N” 15 ] 


| FrIEnD of mine, who belongs to the Stamp- 
Office, acquaints me, that the revenue ariling. 
from the duty on cards and dice continues to increaſe. 
every year; and that it now brings in near fix times 
more than it did at firſt. This will not appear very 
wonderful, when we conſider, that gaming is now be=_ 
come rather the buſineſs than amuſement of our per- . 
ſons of quality ; and that they are more concerned a= 
 boutthe tranſactions of the two clubs at Y/hzte's, than 
the proceedings of both houſes of parliament. Thus. 
it happens, that eſtates are now almoſt as frequently. 
made over by whiſt and hazard, as by deeds and fettie-- 
ments ; and the chariots of many of our nobility may 


be ſaid (like Baſzt's in the play) © to roll upon the. 
four aces.” pooch 


Trrs love of gaming has taken ſuch entire poſſeſ- 
fron of their ideas, that it infeQs their common con- 


verſation. The management of a diſpute was formerly 
attempted by reaſon and argument ; but the new 


way 
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way of adjuſting all ' difference of opinion is by the- 


ſword or a wager : ſo that the only genteel method of 
diflenting is to riſk a-thouſand pounds, or take your 
chance of being run. ends, < the body. The ſtrange 


cuſtom of deciding every t ing by a wager is ſo unt- 
of Swift) any body was 


verſal, that if (in imitation 
to publiſh a ſpecimen of Polite Converſation, inſtead 
of old ſayings and trite repartees, he would in all 

obability #11] his dialogues with little more than 
OP bet, or now and then a calculation of the 
_ «Wanrte's, the preſent grand ſcene of theſe tranſ- 

ations, was formerly diſtinguiſhed by gallantry and. 


intrigue. During the publication' of the TaTLER, 


Sir Kichard Steele thought proper to date all his love- 
news from that quarter : but 1t would now be as ab- 
 ſurd to pretend to gather any ſuch intelligence from 
IVigte's, "as to ſend to But/on's for a lawyer, or to the 
RelPs coftee-houſe for a'man-midwife. © © 
THe gentlemen, who now frequent this place, pro- 
fefs a kind of univerſal ſcepticiſm ; and as they fook, 
upgn every thing as dubious, put the iflue upon a 
wager. There is nothing, however trivial or ridicu- 
lous, which is not.capable of producing a bet. Many 
pounds have been loft upon” the colour of a coach- 
_ horſe; -an-article un the news, or the change of the! 
weather. The birth 'of a child has brought greatad-, 
vantages to perfons notthe leaft related to the er 
it was born in; and the breaking off a match has at- 
feted many in their fortunes, beſides the parties im-. 
rtrediately concerned. | & 7 FER 
'BuT the moſt extraordinary part-of this faſhionable 
practice is, what in the gaming dialect is called PiT-: 
TING one man againft unotber ; that'is, inplain Engli/h 
wagering which of the two will live longeſt. In this. 
marmer, people: of the moſt oppalite. characters make 
up the ſubject of a'bet. A player perhaps is. pittel. 
againſt a duke, an alderman againſt a biſhop,'or a pimp! 
with a privy-counfellor. - There is ſcarce one remark- 
able perſon, upon whoſe life there are not many thou- 
ſndpoundsdepending; or one perſon of quality, whoſe 


death will not leave ſeveral oftheſe kinds of mortgages. = 


upon 


Os. 
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upon his eſtate. "The various changes in the health of 
one, who is. the ſubje& of many bets, occaſion very 
ſericus refletions in thoſe who have ventured large 
ſums on his life and death. Thoſe, who would be 
oainers by his deceaſe, upon every light indiſpoſition, 
watch all the ſtages of his illneſs, and are as impatient. 
for his death, as the undertaker who expects to have 
the care of his funeral z while the other ſide are very 
{ollicitous about his recovery, ſend every hour to know 
how he does, and take as much 'care of him as a 

clergyman's wife does of her huſband, who has na 
other fortune than his living. I remember a man with 
the conſtitution of a porter, upon whoſe life very great 
odds were laid ; but when the perſon he was pitted a= 
ainſt, was expected to die every week, this man ſhot 
Pemmſelf through the head, and the knowing ones wersg 
 Trovgn moſt of our follies are imported from 
France, this has had its riſe and progreſs entirely in 
England, In the laſt illneſs of Lours the fourteenth, 
Jord Stair laid a wager on his death; and we may 
eveſs what the French thought of it, from the manner 
in which Yeltaire mentions it in his S:#cle de Louis xive 
* Le Roi fut attaque vers le milieu du -mois d'Aoiit, 
* Le Comte de Stair Ambafiadeur d'Angleterre pAa- 
* RIA, /clon le gente de ſa nation, que le Rot ne paſleroit 
« pas le mois de Septembre.” © The king (ſays he) 
* was taken ill about the middle of. Auguſt ; when. 
* Lord Starr, the ambaſſador from England, BETTED, +: 
* according to the genius of his nation, that the King 
* would not live beyond September.” | | 
I am in ſome pain, leſt this cuſtom ſhould get a- 
mong the ladies. "They are at preſent very deep in 
cards and dice ; and while my lord is gaming abroad, 
her ladyſhip has her route at home. 1 am inclined to 
ſuſpe&, that our women of faſhion will alſo learn to 
divert themſelves with this polite practice of laying 
wagers. A birth-day ſuit, the age of a beauty, who in= 
vented a particular faſhion, or who were ſuppoſed to - 
be together at the laſt maſquerade, would frequently 
$vc occaſion for bets. 1 his would afford them a new 


method 
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method for the ready propagation'of ſcandal ; as the 
truth of ſeveral ſtories, which are continually flying 
about the town, would naturally be brought to the 
ſame teſt. Should they proceed further to ſtake the 
hves of their acquaintance againſt each other, they 
_ would doubtleſs bet with the fame fearleſs ſpirit, as 
they are known to do at brag : one huſband perhaps 
would be pitted againſt another, or a woman of the 
town againft a maid of honour. /In a word, if this once 
becomes faſhionable among the ladies, we may ſoon 
ſee the time, when an allowance for bet-money will be 
ſtipulated in the marriage articles 

As the vices and the follies of perſons of diſtinftion 
are very apt to ſpreai, I am alfo much afraid, leſt this 
branch of gaming ſhould deſcend to the common peo- 
ple. Indeed, it ſeems already to have got among 
them: . We have frequent accounts. in the daily papers 
of tradeſmen riding, walking, eating and drinking for 
'a wager. The conteſted eleQtion in the city has oc- 
caſtoned ſeveral extraordinary bets : I know a butcher 
in Leaden Hall market, who laid an ox to a ſhin of 
beef, on the ſucceſs of Sir Fohn Barnard againſt the 
field; and have been told of a publican in Thames-freet, 
who ventured an hogſhead of entire butt, on the can- 
didate who ſerves him with beer. 

WE may obſerve, that the ſpirit of gaming diſplays 
itſelf with as much variety among the loweſt; as the 
higheſt order of people. It is the ſame thing, whe- 
ther the dice rattle in an orange barrow, or at the ha- 
Zard table. A couple of chairmen in a night-cellar 
are as eager at pot or all-fours, as a party at St. Zames's 
at a rubber of whiſt; and the EQ table is but an 
higher ſort of Merry go round, where you may get ſix 
half-pence for one, '- 

ences for one. If the practice of pitting ſhould be 
alſo propagated among the vulgar, it will be common 
for prize-fighters to ſtake their lives againſt each 


other; and two pickpockets may lay, which of them. 


| Thall firſt go to the gallows. ; 
| To give the reader a full idea of a perſon of faſhion 
wholly employed in this manger, I ſhall conclude ay 
TIE II Pap 


pence for one, and ſix two-_ 
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paper with the charaQer of Aontano. Montano was 
born heir to a nobleman remarkable for deep play 
from whom he very early imbibed the principles of 
gaming. . When be firſt went to ſchool, he ſoon be- 
came the moſt expert of any of his play-fellows : he 

was ſure to win all their marbles at taw, and would 
often ſtrip: them of their whole week's allowance at 
chuck He was afterwards at:the head of every match 
it foot-ball or cricket ; and when he was captain, he 
took in all the big boys by making a lottery, but went 
away without drawing the prizes. He is ſtill talked of 
at the ſchool, for a famous diſpute he had with ano- 
ther of hisown caſt about their ſuperiority in learning ; 
which they decided, by tofling up heads or tails who 
was the beſt ſcholar. Being too great a genius for our 
univerſities at home, he was ſent abroad on his travels, 
but never got further than Parzis ; where having loſt a 
conſiderable bet of four to one concerning the taking 
a town in Flanders, he was obliged to come back with 
a few guineas he borrowed to bring him over. Here 
he ſoon became umverſally known by frequenting 
every. gaming-table, and attending every horſe-race in 
the kingdom. He firſt reduced betting into an art, and 
made J/hite's the grand market for wagers. He is at 


length ſuch an adept in this art, that whatever turn 


things take, he can never loſe : this he has effected, 
by what he has taught the world to call hedging a bet. 
[There is ſcarce a conteſted election in the kingdom, 
which will not end to his advantage ; and he has lately 
ſent over commiſſions to Parzs to take up bets on the 
recall of the parliament. He was the firſt, that ſtruck 
out the aboye-mentioned practice of pitting; in which 
he is ſo thoroughly verſed, that the death of every per- 
ſon of quality may be ſaid to bring him a legacy ; and 
he has fo contrived the bets on his own life, that (live 


or die) the odds are in his favour. 
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On the AMUSEMENTS # SUNDAy:; 
|  [Connoif. N? 26,) 


GENTLEMAN of my acquaintance lately laid be. 

fore me an eſtimate of the confumption of bread 
and cheeſe, cakes, ale, &c. in all the little towns near 
London every Sunday. It is mcredible' how many 
thouſand buns are devoured in that one day at Chelſea 
and Paddington ; and how much beer is ſwallowed at 


Iſlington and Mile End. Upon the wholeI was vaſtly by. ; 


entertained with a review of this eſtimate, and could 
not help approving the. obſervation of Tom Brown, 
<* that the Sabbath 1s a very fine inſtitution, fince the 
< very breaking it 13 the ſupport of half the villa- 
<< ves about our metropolis? OO 
Don common people are very obſervant of that part 
of. the commandment, which enjoins them to'do no 
manner of work on that day, which they alſo ſeem to 
underitand as a licence to devote it to pleaſure. They 
take this opportunity of thruſting their heads mto the 
- Þillory at Georgia, being ſworn at Highgate, and roll- 
ing down Flamſtead- Hill in the park at Greenwich, 
As they all aim at going into the country, nothing can 
be a greater misfortune to the meaner 'part of the in- 
habitants of London and Y/e/iminfler than a rainy Sun- 
day; and how many honeſt people would be balked 
of a ride once a week, if the legiſlature 'was' to limit 
the hired one-horſe chaiſes working on that day to a 
certain number as well as the hackney coaches. 


. Tre ſubſtantial tradeſman 1s carried to his ſnug box, - 
which has nothing rural about it except the ivy that | 


over runs the front, and is placed as near to the' road 


ſide as. poffible, where the pleaſure of ſeeing carriages | 


aſs under his window amply compenſates for his be- 
ing almoſt ſmothered with duſt. "The few ſmart pren- 
tices, who are able to fit an horſe, may be ſeen ſpur- 
ring their broken-winded hacks up the hills ; and the 
good-natured huſband together with his mate is drag- 
ged along the road to the envy and admiration of the 


toct-paſlenger, who (to compleat the Sunday ”_ z 
| WRT trudg 
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AT nine—Got to town again, very much fatigued 
with the journey—Pulled off my claret-coloured coat, 
and blue ſattin. = 3ird ak, 2a to club, ſmoked. 
three pipes, came home at twelve, and ſlept very 
ſoundly, till the prentice called me to go and take out 
a writ againſt all phos Promiſe. oy 
As to perſons of quality, like Lady Loverule in the 
farce, they cannot ſee why one day ſhould be more 
holy than another : therefore Sunday wears the ſame 
face with them, as the reft of the week. Accordingly, 
for ſome part of this ſummer Ranelagh was opened on 
Sunday evenings z and I cannot help wondering that 
the cuitom did not continue. It muſt have been very 
convenient to paſs away the time there, 'till the hour 
of meeting at the card-table ; and it was certainly 
more decent to fix aſſignations there, than at church. 
 Goins to church may, indeed, be reckoned among 
our Sunday amuſements, as it is made a mere matter 
of diverſion.among many well-meaning people, who 


\.. are induced to appear.in a place of worſhip from the 


ſame motives, . that they frequent other public places. 
To ſome it anſwers. all the purpoſes of a rout or 
afſſembly,—to fee .and be ſeen by their acquaintance; 
and from their bows, nods, curt'fies, and loud conver- 
fations, one might conclude that they imagined them- 
ſelves in a drawing-room. To others it affords the 
cheap opportunity of ſhewing their taſte for dreſs; Not 
a few, "Thelieve. are drawn together in our cathedrals. 
and larger churches by the influence of the mulic ra- 
ther than the prayers, and 'are kept awake by.a jig 
from the organ-loft; though they are lulled ro fleepÞ 
the harangue from the pulpit, ' A well diſpoſed chrit-. 
tian will go a mile from his own houſe to the Temple- 
Church, not becauſe a Sherlock is to preach, but to 
hear a Solo from Stanley. 8 Og Wn 
. BuT though going to. church may be deemed a kind 
of amuſement, yet upon modern principles it appears 
ſuch a very odd one, that Iam at a loſs to account for 
the reaſons, which induced our anceſtors to give into 
that method of paſſing their Sunday, At lealf it is fo 
wholly incompatible with the polite ſyſtem of lite, he 
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a perſon of faſhion (as affairs are now managed) finds 


jt abſolutely impoſhble to comply with this practice. 


Then again the ſeryice always begins at ſuch unfa- 
ſhionable hours, that in the morning a man muſt hud- 
Jle on his clothes like a boy to run to ſchool], and in 
an afternoon muſt inevitably go without his dinner, In 
order to remove all theſe objections, and that fome ri- 
tual may be eſtabliſhed in this kingdom agreeable to 
our inclinations and conſiſtent with our practice, the 
following SCHEME has been lately ſent me in order to 
ſubmit it to the-ſerious conſideration of the Public. 
 Imprimis, IT is humbly propoſed, that Chriſtianity 
be entirely aboliſhed by A& of Parliament, 'and that 
no other religion be impoſed on us in its ſtead ; but as 
the age grows daily. more and more enlightened, we 
may at laſt. be quite delivered from the influence ot 
fuperſtition and bigotry. 

Secondly, THAT in order to prevent our ever relap< 
ſing into pious errors, and that the common people 
may not loſe their holiday, every Sunday be ſet apart 
to commemorate our victory over all religion ; that 


the Churches be turned into Free-thiaking Meeting=- | 


Houſes, and diſcourſes read in them to confute the 
doctrine of a future ſtate, the immortality. of the ſou], 
and other abſurd notions, which ſome people now re- 
gard as objects of belief. 


 - Thirdly, THAT a Ritual be compiled exactly oppo- 


polite to our preſent Liturgy ;. and that inſtead of read- 
ing portions of Scripture, the firſt and ſecond leſſons 
ſhall confiit of a ſeCtion of the Poſt-humous Works of 
Lord Bolingbroke, or of a few pages from the writings 
of Spinoza, Chubb, Maundeville, Hobbes, Collins, Tin- 
dal, &c. from which writers the preachers ſhall alſs 
_ my ou E29 OkE ) 
ourthly, THAT the uſual Feaſts and Faſts, viz. 
Chriſtmas Day, Eaſter Sunday, Trinity Sunday, &@. 
be ſtill preſerved ;; but that on thoſe days diſcourſes be 
delivered ſuitable to the occaſion, containing a refuta- 


| tion of the Nativity,, the Reſurrection, the. Trinity, 


&Cc. 


. fiftbls- 
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- Fifthly, THAT inftead'of the vile uy of a clerk 


 bawling out two ftaves of Sternhild and : 


| pn, Or 4 
cathedral choir linging anthems from the plalter, ſome 
ble cantatas, opera-airs, ſongs, or 
catches, be performed by the beſt voices for the enter= 


of the moſt fafhiona 


tainment of the company. 


Zaftly, THAT the whole ſervice be conduRted with 


fuchtaſte and elegance, asmay render thefe Free-think- 
ing Meeting Houſes as agreeable as the Theatres; and 
that they may be even more judicioufly calculated for 
the propegaren of atheiſm and infidelity, than the 
Robin Hoed Society or the Oratory in Clare Market. 


IISSSISSSISSSSISSSHISHINGS. 
On CLEANLINESS  _ [SpeR. N® 631.] 
T Hap occafion to go a few miles out of town, ſome 


days fince, in a ſtage coach, -where I had for :my 
fellow-travellers a dirty-beau, and a pretty young qua- 


ker-woman: Having no inclination to talk much at 


that time, I placed myſelf backward, with a deſign to 


ſurvey them, and pick a ſpeculation-out of my two 


companions... Their different figures were ſufficjent of 
themfclves to draw my attention. "The g:ntlemgn wis 


_ drefſed ina ſuit, the ground: whereof had beerr black, as 
I perceived from ſome few ſpaces that had efcaped the 


powder, which was incorporated with the greateſt part 


of his coat: his perriwig, which coſt no ſmall ſum, was 


after ſo floyenly a manner caſt over his ſhoulders, that 
it ſeemed not to have been-combed ſince the year 1712; 
his linen, which was not much concealed, was daubed 
with plain Span; from the chin to the loweſt button, 
and the diamond upon his finger (which [naturally 


dreaded the water) put me in mind how it ſparkled a- 


mid the rubbiſh of the mine, -where it was firſt diſ- 


covered, On the other hand, -the pretty quaker ap- 
peared in all the elegance of cleanlineſs: Not a ſpeck 


was to be found on her. A clear clean oval face, ju 
edged about with little thin plaits of the pureſt cam- 
brite, xeceived great Lviaknges from the ſhade of her 


f 


x Da H——_ kf... eo # Ei nnnd with tan SS  Ktea_ke 


black 


k 


"yz YG —_—F 7 — moe 2 * y_—_ 7 


. G a 3 % = LI : . . p —_— an 
HO IGEY was wap 2 TT 7 F, , _ NES ah. TIE 
CEL ITY "ot x / © "X72: , " a, : "9 5 / hes % * Ba þ R - a bh z,- ” \ 
] y jA , £ * of mY 2 Cit ada Yar © > At ag A. WO had W.” » _— bo. b 3” ae SO > : F 4 . ER OR ee Hine ye £, 
0 , . . wy : -_ AX F- bl ( M7 > 8 - a - bs. 4 "INAC. ts. 5, <a " ; 1 7 NE. CLOVES: <4 IE, "ou V4 ban.» q Poona 
——— . = bp tans Loot eg; i a6 Was 147 a its ML RCKASS GS I LIN $A 3G ' . | ag 3.» Ga 
we OO ET OE ie CY OR RT Fe. th ata Br at 4 en EG WOOMS £78 e . wh. . : CRISIS TT ACS uy * =. EE ed +, a 
_— Bt . £5 3 P by PM. *-. + l won +: meta” - , y 5 \ - BY 0 = Re 
Coat og REI, nn We TabaFys: - 20 ORNIN a es > fa 
ay We OE SE. - \ "I dc | O01: 0406 ed es SOS 7% i its, 1. on RE. exrmal eons 
4 MEETS. 32 100< a __ a x - Se þ- : - of % 4, awd Ho ” E599 > Inns . p, _— - *. , 
%.. < "oy BY. : ' .” - o lf - RAY 4 > de” arte” 2 4 2” « : 
. ” ED oO Rt IS nn I ST 
F PR a or q 4 : pI RC ; a ASE 
Z c » TE - a '. 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 22. 
black hood ; as did. the whiteneſs of her arms from 


-1f. The plainneſs of her dreſs was very well ſuited. 
ns the Gmolicity of her phraſes, all which put together,, 
tho? they could not give me a great opinion of her re 
ligion, they did of her innocence. | 

Ta1s adventure occaſioned my throwing together 
a few hints upon cleanlineſs, which I ſhall conſider as: 
one of the half-virtues, as Ariftotle calls them, and ſhall 
recommend it under the three following heads. As it 
is. a mark of politeneſs; as it produces tIove ; and as it 
bears analogy to purity of mind. EONS 

Firſt, Ir is a mark of politeneſs. It is univerſally 
apreed upon, that no one, unadorned with this virtue,. 
ean go into company without giving a manifeſt offence. 
The eaſter or higher any one's fortune is, this duty 
riſes ononicudily. The different nations of the 
world are as much diſtinguiſhed by their cleanlineſs, as. 
by their arts and fciences. The more any country 1s 
civilized, the more they conſult this part of politeneſs: 


We need but compare our ideas of a female Hottentor 
and an Engliſh beauty to be ſatisfied of the truth of 


what hath been advanced. 
Int the next place, cleanhneſs may be faid to be the 
foſter-mother of love. Beauty indeed moſt commonly 


produces that paſſion in the mind, but cleanlineſs pre- 


ſerves it. An indifferent face and perſon, kept in per-- 
petual neatneſs, hath won many a heart from a pretty 


{attern. Age itſelf is not unamiable, while it is pre= 


ſerved clean and unſullied : like a piece of metal con- 


that ſober coloured ſtuff, in which ſhe had clothed her- 


Rantly kept fmoeth and bright, we look on it with 


more. pleature than on a new veſlel that is canker'& 
with ruſt. 41 A007 + | 


I MIGHT obſerve further, that as cleanKneſs renders: : 


us agreeable to others, foit makes us eaſy-to ourſelves; 
that 1t 1s an excellent prefervarive of health z. and that 
feveral vices, deſtrutive both to-mind'and body, are 


% 


inconſiſtent with the habit of it. But theſe refleQions: 


I ſhall leave to the leiſure of my readers, and ſhall ob= 
ferye-in the third place that it bears a 'ereat anal 
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with purity of mind, and naturally inſpires refined 
ſentiments and pafſhons, _ | | 

_ We find from. experience, that through the preva. 
lence of cuſtom, the moſt vicious aCtions loſe their hor- 
ror, by being made familiar to us. On the contrary, 
thoſe who live in the neighbourhood of good examples, 
fly from the firſt appearances of what is ſhocking. [t 
fares with us much after the ſame manner, asour ideas, 
Our ſenſes, which are the inlets to all the images con- 
veyed to the mind, can only tranfmit the impreſſion of 
ſuch things as uſually ſurround them- So that pure 
and unſullied thoughts are naturally ſuggefted to the 
mind, by thoſe objeQts that perpetually encompals us, 
when they are beautiful and elegant in their kind. 
_ In the Eaſt, where the warmth of the climate makes 
cleanlineſs more immediately neceſſary than in colder 

countries, it is made one part of their religion : the 

 Fewihlaw, (and the Mabometan, which in ſome things 
copies after 1t) is. filled with bathings, -purifications, 
and other rites of the like nature. 'T hough there is the 
above-named convenient reaſon to beaſhgned for theſe 
ceremonies, thechief intention undoubtedly was to ty- 
pify inward purity and cleannelſs of heart by thoſe out- 
ward waſhings. We read ſeveral injunctions of this 
kind in the book of Deuteronomy, which confirm this 
truth; and which are but ill accounted for by ſaying 
' as ſome do, that they were only inſtituted for conve- 
nience in the deſert, which otherways could not have 
been habitable for ſo many years. (963.6 

TI 88nAaALL conclude this Aw, with a ſtory which [ 
have ſomewhere read in an account of 1{ahometan 
ſuperſtitions, EN EN PH RL, 

A Derviſe of great ſanCtity one morning had the 

misfortune as he took up a cryftal cup, which was cIn- 


ſecrated to the prophet, to let it fall upon the ground, 


and daſh it in pieces His fon coming in, ſometime 
after, he ſtretched out his hand to bleſs him, as Þ1s 
manner was every morning ; but the youth going out 
ftumbled over the threſhold and broke his arm-. 


the old man wondered at theſe events, a caravan pats 


». 
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1 hv in its way from Mecca. The Derviſe approach- 
X. j- beg a bleſſing; but- as: he Fahey one of the- 

- holy camels,. he, received a kick from the beaſt, that 
ſorely bruiſed him. His ſorrow and amazement in- 
creaſed upon him, till he recollected that thro' hurry 
and inadvertency he had that morning come abroad 


without waſhing his hands. | 
rs BD DD” 


be Story of ABDALLAH and BALSORA. 
id 4 | [Guard. N* 167.] 


'T \ HE following ſtory is lately tranſlated out of an 

| | - Arabian manuſcript, which I think has very: 

much the turn of an oriental tale ; and as it-has never: 

before been printed, I queſtion not but it will be high= 
ly acceptable to. my reader. — _-. 

THE name of Helima is ftill famous through all the- 
eaſtern parts of the world. He'is called among the 
Perſians, even to this day, Helim the great phyſician... 
He was acquainted with all the powers of {tmples, un- 
derſtood all the influences of the ſtars, and knew the- 
ſecrets that were engraved on the ſeal of Solomon the- 
ſon of David. Helim was alſo governor of the Black 
Palace, and chief of-the phyſicians to Alnareſchin the 
great king of Perita. OINEE 3 RT 

ALNARESCHIN was the moſt dreadful tyrant that: 
cver reigned in this country. He was of a fearful, ſuſpi- 
ci0us, and cruel nature, having put to death upon very; 
flight jealoufies and ſurmiſes, = and thirty of his. 
queens, and above twenty ſons whom he ſuſpeRed to- 
have conſpired againſt his life. Being at length weati- 
cd with the exerciſe of ſo many cruelties in his own. 
tamily, and fearing left the whole race of Caliphs- 

ſhould be entirely loſt, he one day fent for Helim ands 
ipoke to him after this manner, + Helim,”” faid he, - 
je i have long admired thy great wiſdom, and retired. 
_ Way of living. I ſhall now. ſhew- thee the entire 
confidence which I place in thee. I have only two: 

| *. 6 noe ooo * Tons 
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< ſons remaining, who are as yet but infants. It j; 


<< my defign that theu take them home witlthee, and 


« educate them as thy own. "Train them up in the 
< humble unambitious purſuits of knowledge. By this 


<<. means ſhall the line of Caliphs be preſerved, and my 


children ſucceed after me, without aſpiring to my 


I 
*% 


4 
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,- 
__ 


_ they were inſtruQted in all th 


* throne whilſt am yet alive.” The words of my lord 


'__ the king ſhall be ever obeyed, faid Helim. After which 
, ke bowed, and went out of the king's preſence. He 

_. thenreceived the children into his own houſe, andfrom 
that time bred them up with him in the ſtudies of know. 


tedge and virtue.” The young princes loved and re 
Þpected Helim as their father, and made ſuch improye- 
ents under him, that by the age of one and twent 
e learning of the Eaſt, 
The name of the eldeſt was Ibrahim, and of the young- 
eſt Abdalfah. They lived together in ſuch a perfe3 


_ friendſhip, that to this 4, it is fatd of intimate friends, 
i 


that they live together like Ibrahim 'and Abdallah, 
Helim had an only chitd, who was a girl of a fine 

ul, and a moſt beautiful perfon. Her father omitted 
Hothing in hereducation, that might make her the moft 


.*_ accompliſhed woman of her age. As the young princes 
_ "were in a manner excluded from the reſt of the world, 


they frequently converfed with this lovely virgin, who. 


had been brought up by her father in the ſame courſe 
of knowledge ant of virtue. Abdallah, whoſe mind 


was of a ſofter turn than that of his brother, grew by 


degrees ſo enamoured of her converſation, that he did 


' Dot think he lived, when he was not in company with 
His beloved Balfora, for that was the name of the maid. 


"he fame of her beauty was fo great, that at length it 
came to the ears of the king, who pretending to viſit 
the young princes his fons, demanded of Helim the. 
Koht of Ba ſora his fair daughter. Fhe king was [0 


= 


inflamed with her beauty and behaviour, that he ent | 
for Helim the next morning, and' told him tt was now- BW 


his deſign to recompenſe him for all hisfaithful ſervices; 
and that in'order to it, he intended to make his daugh- 


' ter quieen of Perſia, Helim, who knew very well the. 
| fate of alt thoſe -ynhappy women who' had been thus 


advanced, 
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-ed. and could not but be privy to the ſecret love 
en odallah bore his Jaughter, © Far be it,” ſays 
he. 5 from the king of Perſia to contaminate the, þJood 
« of the Caliphs, and join himſelf in marriage with 

© the daughter of his hyſician.” The king however, 
was impatient for ſuch a bride, that wtthout hearing 
any excuſes, he immediately ordered Balfora to be ſent 
for into his preſence, keeping the father with him, in 
rder to make her ſenſible of the honour which he de- 
| foned-her. Balſora, who was too modeſt and humble 
to think her beauty had made ſuch an imprefion on 
' the king, was a few moments after brought into his 
preſence as he had commanded. 126 0 40 
Sn appeared in the king's eye as one of the Vir 
+gins of paradiſe. But upon hearing the honour which 
he intended her, ſhe fainted away, and fell down as 
dead at his feet. Helim wept, and after having re- 
covered her out of the trance into which ſhe was fal- 
ten, repreſented to the king, that ſo unexpeQted an ho- 
nour was too great to have been communicated'to her 
all at once ;: but that, if he pleaſed, he would himſelf 
prepare her for t., The king bid him take his own 
-way, and-diſmiſled him. Baffora was conveyed again 
to her father's houſe, where the thoughts of Abdallah * 
renewed her afiictionevery moment; inſomuch that at _ 
 Tength ſhe fellinto a raging fever, "The king was in- 
formed of her condition by thoſe that ſaw her.  Helim 
fnding no other means of extricating her from the dif 
ficulties ſhe was in, after having compoſed her mind, _ 
and made her acquainted with his intentions, gave h. p 
a certain potion, which he knew would lay her afleep 
for many hours; andafteryards in all the ſeeming dif- 
treſs of a diſconfolate father informed the king ſhe was 
dead. The king, who never let any ſentiments of hu- | 
manity come too near his heart, did not much trouble 
Himſelf about the matter ; however, for his own repu- 
tation, he told the father, that ſince it was known 
| through the empire that Balfora died at a time when he 
deſigned her for his bride, it was his intention that ſhe 
Thould be honoured as ſuch after her death, that ber 
body thould be laid io the Black Palace, amons tho& 
: | | 5 gt 
f his deceaſed queens. | 
ti 


v 
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In the mean time Abdallah, who had heard of the 
king's deſign, was not leſs afflicted than his beloved 
Balſora. As for the ſeveral circumſtances of his dif. 
treſs, as alſo how the king was infornied of an irre. 
coverable diſtemper into which. he was fallen, they are 
to be found at length in the hiſtory of Helim. It {hal} 
ſuffice to acquaint the reader, that Helim, ſome days 
after the ſuppoſed death of his. daughter, gave the 
. Prince a potion of the ſame nature with. that which. 
had laid aſleep Balſora. 
Ts is the cuſtom among the Perſians, to. convey ina 
. Private manner the bodies of all the royal family, a lit- 
> - tle after their death, into the Black Palace; which is 
the repoſitory of all. who are deſcended from the Ca- 
liphs, or any wayallied to them. Phe chief phyſician 
* 1s always governor of the Black Palace; it being his. 
F &:office to embalm and preſerve the holy family after 


| . "they are dead, as well as to take care of them while 


'they are yet living. Fhe Black Palace is fo called from 
*.the colour of the building, which is all of the fineſt 
*poliſhed black marble. *"Fhere are always burning in 
at five thouſand everlaſting lamps. It has alſo a hun- 
-dred folding doors of ebony, which are each of them 
watched day and night by a hundred negroes, who are 


_ to take care that no body enters, beſides the governor. 


HeLyM, after having conveyed the body of his 
- daughtegimtothis repoſitory, and at the appointed time 
_ received her out of the f{leep into which = was fallen, 
took care fome time after to bring that of Abdallah in- 
to the ſame place. Balſora watched over him till ſuch 
time as the doſe he had taken loſt its effet. Abdallah 
wasnot acquainted with Helim's deſign when he gave 
him this ſleepy potion. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
ſurpriſe, the joy, the. tranſport he was in at his firſt 
awaking. He fancied himſelf in the retirements of the 
bleſt, and that the ſpirit of his dear Balſora, who he 
- thought was juſt joce before him, was the firſt who 
came to congratulate his arrival. She ſoon informed 
him of the place he was in, which, notwithſtanding all 
- its horrors, appeared to him more fweet than the bow» 
_ er of Mahomet, in the company of his Balſfora. 
F | HELiMg 

; * 


\ 
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7 who was ſuppoſed to be taken up in the 
- RES of the bodies, viſited the place very fre- 
quently. "His greateſt perplexity was how to get the 
lovers. out of it, the gates. being watched in ſuch a 
manner as I have before related. This conſideration 
did not a little diſturb the. two interred lovers. At 
length Helim bethought himſelf, that the firſt day of 
the full moon of the month 'T'izpa was near at hand. 
Now itis a received tradition among the Perſians, that 
the ſouls of thoſe of the royal family, who are in.a 
ſtate of bliſs, do, on. the Ar{t' fullanoon after their 
deceaſe, paſs through the eaſter pate of the Black 
Palace, which is therefore called the.gate of Paradiſe, 
' in order to take their flight for that happy place. He- 
lim therefore having made due preparation for this 
night, dreſſed each ot-the lovers ina robe of azure lilk, 
wrought in the fineſt looms of Perſia, with a long 
train of linen whiter than ſnow, that floated on the 
ground behind them. Upon Abdallah's head he fixed 
2a wreath of the greeneſt myrtle, and on Balſora's a gar- 
land of the freſheſt roſes. 'T heir garments were ſcent- 
ed with the richeſt perfumes-of Arabia, . Having thus 
prepared every thing, the full moon was no ſooner up, 
and ſhining in all its brightneſs, but he privately open- 
ed the gate of paradiſe, and ſhut it after the ſame man- 
'Ner, as ſoon as they had paſled through it. "The band 
of negroes who were poſted at -a little diſtance from 
the gate, ſeeing two ſuch beautiful apparitions, that 
ſhowed themſelves to advantage by the light of the 
full moon, and being raviſhed with the odour that 
flowed from their garments, immediately concluded 
them to be the ghoſts of the two perſons lately de- 
ceaſed. They fell upon their faces as they pafled thro? 
the midſt of them, and continued proſtrate on the earth. 
tiil ſuch time as they were out of fight. They report- 
ed the next day what they had ſeen, but this was look- 
ed upon by the king himſelf, and moſt others, as the 
compliment that was uſually paid to any. of the de- 
ceaſed of his family, Helim had placed two of his own 
mules at about-a mile's diſtance from the Black Tem- 
ple, on the ſpot which they. had agreed upon for their 
rendezvous, Here he met them, and conducted them 
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to one of his own houſes, which was fituatedon mount 
Khacan: The air of this mountain was ſo very health. - 
ful, that Helim had formerly- tranſported the” king 
thither, in order to recover him out of a long fit of 
fickneſs; which ſucceeded fo well that the king made 
him = preſent of the whole mountain, with a beautify] 
houſe and gardens that were on the top of it. In _ 
this retirement lived Abdallah and Balfora. They 
were both ſo fraught with all 'kinds of knowledge, and 
poſfeft with fo conftant and mutual a paſſior for each. 
other, that their ſolitude never lay heavy on them, 
Abdallah applied himſelf to thofe 'arts which were 
agreeable to his manner of living, and the'fituation of 
the place; inſfomuch that in a few years he converted 
the whole mountain into a kind of garden, and cover- 

_ edevery part of it with plantations of ſpots or flowers. 
Helim was too good a father to let him want any thin 
that might 'conduce to make his retirement pleaſant. 

- In about ten years after their abode in this place 

the old king died, and was fucceeded by his ſor Ibra- 

him, who, upon the ſuppoſed death of his brother, ha& 
| been called to court, and entertained there as heir to 

_ the © apes age Though he was ſome years in- 
conſolable for the death of his brother, Helimdurft not 
truſt him with the ſecret, which he knew would have 
fatal conſequences, ſhould it by any means: come to 
the et trtony hp the old king. Ibrahim was no ſooner 
mounted to the throne, but Heltm ſought after a pro- 

er opportunity-of making a diſcovery to him, which 
Le knew would be very Kenn to ſo good natured 
and generous a prince. It ſo happened, that before 
Helim found ſuch an opportunity as he deſired, the 
new king Ibrahim, having been ſeparated from his 
cory in. a chace, and almoſt fainting with heat 
and thirſt, ſaw himſelf at the foot of mount Khacan. 
He immediately aſcended the-hill, and' coming to He- 
* Hm's houſe demanded fome refreſhments. Helim was 
| veryluckily thereat that time; and after having ſet be- 
fore the king the choiceſt of wines and: fruits, finding 
him wonderfully pleaſed with ſo ſeaſonable atreat, told 
him that the beſt part of his entertainment was to come. 
Vpon which he opened to him the whole hiſtory - 
. *: | woat 
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what had paſſed. The king was at once aſtoniſhed and 
tranſported-at ſo ſtrange a relation, and ſeeing his bro- 
ther enter the roomwath Balfora.in his hand, he leap- 
ed off from the Sofa, on which he ſat, and cried __ 
« Tt is he | it-is my Abdallah !' —— Having ſaid thi 4 
he fell upon his neck, and wept. 'The whole _ 
pany, for ſome time, remained filent, and ſheddin 
tears of joy. The king at length, having kind] No 

roached Helim for depriving him ſo long of fuck : 

rother, embraced Balſora with the greateſt tendernef: 1 
and told her that ſhe ſhould now be a queen 1 deed: 
for that he would immediately make his deother ki 
of all the conquered nations on the other fide hs Ti 
gris. He eaſily diſcovered in the eyes of our two] dE 
that inſtead of being tranſported with the off we 
preferred their preſent retirement to empire. A hens 
requeſt therefore he changed his onda ok a 4 - le 
them a preſent of all the open country as f : th - 
could ſee from the top of mount Khacan. "Abdellak 
continuing to extend-his former im roveme its, b ” 
tihed this whole proſpe@ with —_ and at t £:5 
gardens and ſeats of pleaſure, till it wen; ho ma | 
delictous ſpot: of ground within the empi na 
te called the garden of Perſia. This Cpt? 
0 im, after a long and happy reign, died without 

ren, and was ſucceeded by Abd | 
dallah and Balſora. This «wy tha Pas =” 
_ OrWAres fixed the werelhency ns Loon py 
unt Khacan, which continues at this time to be the | 


favourite palace-of the Perſian empire. 


- 
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. The Adventures of -Theodoſius and Conſtantia. 


[SpeQator, N? 164,] L 


ONSTANT IA was a woman of extraordinary 

A witand beauty, but very unhappy in a father, who 
having arrived at great riches by his own induſtry, took 
delight in nothing but his money. Theodo/ius was the 
ounger ſon. of a decayed family, of great parts and 
earning, improved by a genteel and virtuous educa- 
tion. When he was in the twentieth year of his age 
he became acquainted with Con/tantia, who had not 
then paſſed her fifteenth. As he lived but a few miles 
diſtant from her father's houſe, he had frequent op- 
portunities of ſeeing her ; and by the advantages of a 
good perſon and a pleaſing converſation, made ſuch 
an impreſſion in her heart as it was impoſhble for time 
to efface: -he was himſelf no leſs ſmitten with Con/tan- 
tia. Along acquaintance made them ſtill. diſcover new 
| beauties in —_— other, and by degrees raiſed in them 
that mutual paſſion which had an influence on their 
following lives. It unfortunately happened, that in 
the mid of this intercourſe of love and friendſhip 
between Theode/ius and Conſtantia, there broke out an 
reparable quarrel between their parents, the one va- 
uing bimſelf too much upon his birth, and the other 
upon his poſſeſhons. "The father of Con/lantia was. 
ſo incenſed at the father of Theodo/ins, that he con- 


tracted an unreaſonable averſion towards his fon, inſo- 


much that he forbad-him his houſe, and charged his 
daughter upon her duty never to fee him more. [n the 
_ mean time, to break off all communication between 
the two lovers, whom he knew entertained ſecret hopes. 
of ſome favourable opportunity that ſhould bring them 
together, he found out a young gentleman of a g 
fortune and an agreeable perſon, whom he pitched 
upon as a huſband for his daughter. He ſoon con- 
certed this affair ſo well, that he told Con/tantia it was. 
his deſign to marry her to ſuch a gentleman, and that 
[her wedding ſhould be celebrated on ſuch a day. C5n- 
fantia, who was over-awed with the authority of her 
father, and unable to obje& any thing againſt ſo d- 
| - vantageous 
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| midnight, aiid could no where be. found. The deep 


him.. Conffantia, who knew that nothing but the report 


_ mities, was not to be comforted : ſhe now accuſed her- 


the obſtinate refu 
it very difficult to ex 
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-ve0ue a: match, received the propoſal with a pro- 
Foun Ur which her father commended in her, as 
the moſt decent manner of a virgin's giving her con - 
ſont to an overture of that kind. The noiſe of this 
intended marriage ſoon reached Theodoſius, whorafter 
2 long tumult of paſſions which naturally riſe in a 
lover's heart on ſuch an occaſion, writ the followin 


letter to Can/lantia. GT 90 ND 


« /TSHE thought of my Con/tantia, which for ſome 
c«. i years has been my only happinels, is now-be=- 
& comea greater torment to me than Lam able to bear, 
* Mut I then live to ſee you another's ? The ſtreams, 
<* the fields and meadows, where we have ſo often 
& talked together, grow painful to me z, life itſelf is 
© become a burden. . May you long be happy 1n the 
&* world, but forget that there was ever ſuch a man 
GI EMS. nt as 05. 111.07 2 SORTING 


 Tais letter was conveyed .to Conſtantia that yery. 
evening, who fainted' at the reading of it ; and. the 
next. morning ſhe was much-.more alarmed by two, or 
three meſſengers, that came to her father's houſe, one 
after, another, to;engquire_1if they had heard any thing, 
of T heodoſaus, who it ſeems had left his chamber about 


melancholy, which had nung upon his mind ſome time 
before made them apprehend the worſt that could befab 


of her marriage could have driven him. to ſuch extre- 
ſelf for having (o.tamely given an ear to the; propoſal-of 
A huſband, and looked upon the new —_ __ 
derer of T heego/ius : in ſhort, ſhe reſolved fuffer the 
utmoſt effects of her father's diſpleaſure,. rather than 
comply with a Nr IAg which appeared to her ſo full 
of guilt and horror, * he father on himſelf entirely 
r1d of Theodoſ;us, and likely. to keep a conſiderable por= 
tion in his amily : was. not. very much concerned at 
al, of his daughter ; and did not find 

Ve excule himſelf upon that account to 
hig,interided ſon-in-law, who had all along regarded 
this 
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this alliance ratherasamarriage of convenience than of 
love. Con/tantia had now na relief but in her devotions 
and exerciſes of religion, to which her aflictions had 


fo entirely fubjefted her mind, that after fowe years 


had abated the violence of her ſorrows, and ſettled her 
thoughts in a kind of tranquillity, ſhe reſolved to paſs 
the remainder of her days in a convent. Her father 
was not diſpleaſed with a reſolution, which wonld fave 
money .n. his family, -and readily, complied with his 
daughter's intentions. Accordingly in the twenty. fifth 
vio be her age, while her beauty was yet in all-its 

eight and , bloom, he carried her to a neighbouring 
city, in order to look-out a ſiſterhood of nuns among 
whom to place his daughter. 'T here was in this place 
a -fatherof a convent who was very much renowned for 


his piety and exemplary life; and as it 1s uſual in the 


Romi/b church for thoſe who are under any great aMic- 
tion, or trouble of mind, to apply themſelves to the 
oo toner Goon. or pardon and ane 3a 
Our beautiful votary took the opportuni confefſin 
herſelf to this celebrated rather! < of (os . 
We: muſt now return'to Theods/ius, who, the very 
morning that the abave-mentioned:1nquiries had been 
made after him, arrived at a religious houſe 1n the city, 
where now Con/?antia reſided z and defiring that ſecrecy 
concealment of the fathers of the 'convent, which 
is very ufual upon any extraordinary occaſion, hemade 
himſelf one of the order, with a private vow never to 


inquire after Con/lantia, whom he looked upon as given 


away to his rival upon the day on which, according to 
common fame; their marriage'was- to have been ſo- 


lemnized:; Having in his youu made'a good progreſs 
mlearning, that he might 
by to religion, he entered into holy orders, and in 2 


edicate himſelf more entire- 


few years became renowned for his ſan&tity of life, and 


thoſe pious ſentiments which he infpired into all who 


converſed-with him. It was this holy mar! to whom 
Conflantia had determined to apply herſelf in confeſſion, 


tho' neither ſhe nor any other, beſides the prior of the 


convent, knew any thing of his name or family. The 
gay, the amiable T heodoſius had now taken upon o_ 


SP _ 
"Fo; 
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\ame'of father Francis, and was fo far'concealed 
lots betes, a ſhaven head, and a religious habit, 
that it was impoſſible to diſcover the man of the world 
*1 the venerable conventual. _ 


-. 


was one morning ſhut up in his confeſſional, 
Coteatis kneeling by him opened the ſtate of her foul 
to him ; and after having given him the hiſtory of a life 
full of innocence, ſhe burſt out into tears, and entered 
upon that part of her ſtory in which he himſelf had ſ6 
great 2 ſhare. My behaviour, ſays ſhe, has I fear been 
the death of a man who'had no other fault but that of 
loving me too much. Heaven only knows how dear 
he was to me whilſt he lived, and how bitteſ*the re- 
membrance of him has been to meſince his death. She 
here pauſed, and lifted up her eyes that ſtreamed with 
tears towards the father; who was ſo moved with the 
ſenſe of her ſorrows, that he could only command his 
voice, which was broke with fighs and ſobbings, 1ſo 
far as to bid her proceed. She followed his: directions, 


and in a flood of tears poured out her heart before 


him. The father could not 'forbear weeping aloud, 
inſomuch that in the agonies of his grief the ſeat ſhook 
under him. - Con/lantia, who thought the good man 
was thus moved by his compaſſion towards her, and 
by the horror of her guilt, proceeded with the utmoſt 
contrition- to acquaint him with that vow of virginity 
in which ſhe was going to'engage herſelf, as the pro- 
per atonement for. her fins, and the only ſacrifice ſhe 
could make to the memory of Theodoſeus. The father, 
who by this time had pretty well compoſed himſelf, 
burſt out again in tears upon hearing that name to 
which he had been ſo long diſuſed, and upon receiv- 
ing this 4nſtance of an unparalleled fidelity from one 
who he thought had ſeveral years ſince given herſelf 
up to the poſleſſion of another. Amidſt the interrup- 
tions of his ſorrow, ſeeing his penitent overwhelmed 
with grief, he was only able to bid her from time to 
time be comforted—To tell her that her fins were 
forgiven her—That her guilt was not ſo great as ſhe 
apprehended—That ſhe ſhould not ſuffer herſelf to be 
afflicted above meaſure. After which he recovered 
himſelf enough to give her the abſolution in form; . 
A directing 
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direQing her at the ſame time to repair to him again 
the next day; that he might encourage her in the pio#z 
reſolutions ſhe had taken, and give her ſuitable exho:. 

_ tations for her behaviour in it. LOR retired, and 
the next morning renewed her application. Theodoſpus 
having manned his ſoul with proper thoughts and re. 
fexions, exerted himſelf on this occaſion in the beſt 
manner he could to animate his penitent in the courſe 

of life ſhe was entering upon, and wear out of her min( 
thoſe groundleſs fears and apprehenfions which had 
taken poſleflion of it; concluding with a 'promile to 

Her, that he would from time to time continne his ad- 
monitions when ſhe ſhould haye taken upon her the 
holy veil. "The rules of our reſpeCtive orders, ſays 
he, will not permit that I ſhould fee you, but you 
may affure- yourſelf not only of having a place in my 
prayers, but of receiving ſuch frequent inſtructions 
as I can convey to you by letters. Go on chearfully 

itt the glorious courſe you have undertaken, and you 

_ will quickly find ſuch a peace and'fatisfaRtion in your 
mind, which is not in the power of the world to 

ive. | | 

n CONSTANTI A's heart was fo elevated with 

the diſcourſe of father Francis, that the very next day 

ſhe entered upon her vow. As ſoon as the folemnities 
of her reception were over, ſhe retired, as it 1s uſual, 

' with the abbeſs into her own apartment. _ 

|| | Ts abbeſs had been informed the night before of 
all that had paſſed between her noviciate and father 

Francis, from whom ſhe now delivered to her the 

following letter, 
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oy S the firſt-fruits of thoſe Joys and conſolations 

, which you may expect from the life you are 
now engaged in, I muſt acquaint you that Theodo/ins 
whoſe death ſits ſo heavy upon your thoughts, is ſtill 
| \ *© alive; and that the father to whom Fry have con- 
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© feſſed yourſelf, was once that Theodo/zus whom you 
ſo much lament. The love which we had for one 

** another We make us more happy in its diſappoint- 
|| -**© ment thaf it could have done in its ſucceſs. Pro- 


videnct has diſpoſed of us for our advantage, __ 
| R 
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ding to our wiſhes. Conſider your Theo- 

Y ofrus fill oy EY but aſſure yourſelf of one who 
« ill not ceaſe to pray for you in father | 


" FRANCIS. 
CONSTANTIA ſaw that the hand writing 


ith the contents of the letter : and upon re- 
- nights the voice of the perſon, the behaviour, 
and above all the extreme ſorrow of the father during 
ker confeflion, ſhe diſcovered: Theodorus in every pos 
ticular, After having wept with tears of -joy, 1t 1s 
enough, ſays ſhe, Theodoſius is ftill 1n being : I ſhall 
live with comfort and die in peace. | 
Tas letters which the father ſent her afterwards are 
yet extant in the nunnery where ſhe reſided ; and are 
often read to the young religious, in order to inſpire 
them with good reſolutions and ſentiments of virtue. 
It ſo happened, that after Con/fantza-had lived about 
ten years in the cloiſter, a violent fever broke out in 
the place, which ſwept away great-multitudes, and 
among others Theodoſzus. Upon his death-bed he ſent 
his benediQtion in a very moving manner to Conſtantia; 
who, at that time was herſelt fo far gone in the fame 
fatal diſtemper, that ſhe lay delirious. Upon the in- 
terval which generally precedes death in ſickneſles 
of this nature, the abbeſs, finding that the phyſicians 
had given her over, told her that Theodo/ius was juſt 
one before her, and that he had ſent her his bene- 
Vile in his laſt moments. Conftantia received it 
with pleaſure: and now, ſays ſhe, If I do not aſk 
any thing improper, let me buried by Theodoſius. M 
vow reaches no farther than the grave. WhatT a 
is, | hope, no violation of it.—She died ſoon after, and 
was interred according to her requeſt, | 
— THeik tombs areſtill to be ſeen, with a ſhort Latin 
inſcription over them to the following purpoſe : 
4 HERE lye the bodies of father Francts and ſiſter Con- 
ance. 


hey were lovely in their lives, and in their 
deaths they were noi divided. 


On 
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- upen our fortunes which our good breeding has 
on our converſations. There is a pretending beha. 
tour in both cafes, which inftead of making men 
eſteemed, renders them both miſerable and contemy. 
tible. We had yeſterday at Sir Roger's a ſet of country 
gentlemen, who dined with them : and after dinner 
the glaſs was taken, by thoſe who pleaſed, pretty plen- 
tifully. Among others I obſerved-a perſon of a tole- 
rable good aſpect," who ſeemed to be more greedy of 
liquor than any of the company, and yet, methought, 
he did not taſte it with delight. As he grew warm, he 
was ſuſpicious of every thing that was faid; and as he 
advanced towards being fuddled, his humour grew 
worſe, At the ſame time his bitterneſs ſeemed to he 
rather an-inward diflatisfation in his own mind, than 
any diſlike he had taken. to the company. Upon hear- 
ing his name, I knew him to be a gentleman of a 


conſiderable fortune in this county, but greatly.in debt. 


What gives the unhappy man this peevithneſs of ſpirit, 
is, that his eſtate 1s dipped, and is eating out with 
uſury.; and yet he has not the heart to ſell any part 
of it. His proud ſtomach, at the coſt of reſtleſs 
nights, conſtant inquietudes, danger of affronts, and 
a thouſand nameleſs inconveniencies, 
canker in his fortune, rather than it ſhall be ſaid heis 
a man of fewer hundreds a year than he has been com- 
monly reputed. Thus he endures the torment of po- 
verty, to avoid the name of being leſs rich. If you go 
to his houſe you ſee great plenty ; but ſerved in a man- 
ner that ſhews it is 7 

mind is not at home. "There is a certain waſte and 
careleſneſs in the air of every. thing, and the whole 
appears but a covered indigence, a magnificent po- 
verty. That neatneſs and chearfulneſs, which attends 
the table of him who lives within compaſs, 1s want- 


ing, and exchanged for a libertine way of ſervice in 


all about him. | "_ 
T ra1s gentleman's conduct, tho' a very common way 


of management, is as ridiculous as that officer's wou! 
4b | oo) 


reſerves this. 


| unnatural, and that the maſter's 
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k..4 be, who had but few men under his command, and 
RE ould take the charge of an extent of country rather 
"Wan of a ſmall paſs: To pay for, perſonate, and keeps 
WE :: x man's hands, a greater eſtate than he really has,” 
KEE js of all others the mott unpardonable vanity, and mult 
FX ;n the end reduce the man who is guilty of it to dil-- 
*XE honour. Yet if we look round us in any county of 


Great-Britain, we ſhall ſee many in this fatal error z 


"WT if that may be called by ſo ſoft a name, which pro- 
FX ceeds from a falſe ſhame of appearing*what they really” 
WE are; when the contrary behaviour would in a ſhort time 


2dvance them to the condition which they pretend to. 

LAERTES has fifteen hundred pounds a year ; 
' which is mortgaged for ſix thouſand pounds ; but it is 
= impoſlible to convince him that it he ſold as much as 
= would pay off that debt, he would ſave four ſhillings 
& in the pound, which he gives for the vanity of being 
the reputed maſter of it. - Yet if Zaertes did this, he 
would perhaps be eaſier in his own fortune ; but then 
Irus, a fellow of yeſterday, who has but twelve hun= 
dred a year, would. be his equal. Rather than this 


W ſha!l be, Lazrtes goes onto bring well-born beggars into 


the world, and every twelvemonth charges his eſtate 
with atleaſt one year's rent more by the birth of a child. 

LAERTES and Irus are neighbours, whoſe way 
of [living are an abomination to each other. [rus is 
moved by the fear of poverty, and Laertes by the ſhame 
of it. Though the motive of ation is of fo near af- 
finity. in both, and may' be reſolved into this, ** that 
* to each of them poverty is the greateſt of all evils,” 
== yet are their manners very widely different. Shame 
8 of poverty makes Laertes launch into unneceſlary 
Es <cquipage, vain expence, and laviſh entertainments ; 
= fear of poverty makes [rus allow himſelf only plain 
Ws ncceflaries, appear. without a ſervant, ſell his own 


We corn, attend his labourers, and be himſelf a labourer. 


Shame of poverty makes Laertes go every day a ſtep 
nearer to it : and fear of poverty ſtirs up 1rus to make 

every day ſome further progreſs from it. ' 
THress different motives produce the exceſſes which 
menare guilty of in the negligence of and proviſion for 
tiemſelyes, Uſury, Rock-jobbing, extortian, and op=- 
M preſſion, 


' 
| 
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preflion, have their ſeed in the dread of want; ant 
vanity, riot, and prodigality, from the ſhame of it+ 
but both theſe exceſſes are infinitely below the purſuit 
of a reaſonable creature. After we have taken care 
to command ſo much as is neceſſary for maintainin 


ourſelves in the order of men ſuitable to our charaQter, BY 


the care of ſuperfluities is a vice no leſs extravagant, 
than the neglect of neceffaries would have been before. 
CERTAIN it 1s, that they are both out of nature, 


when ſhe is followed with reaſon and good ſenſe, It FR 
is from this reflection that I always read Mr. Cowley > 


with the greateſt pleaſure: his magnanimity is as much 


above that of other conſiderable men, as his under. FW 


ſtanding ; anditis a true diſtinguiſhing ſpirit in the ele- 


gant author who publiſhed his works, to dwell !v #8 


much upon the temper of his mind; and the modera- 
tion of his deſires: by this means he has rendered his 


friend as amiable as famous. That ftate of life which 
bears the face of poverty with Mr. Cowley's Great 


VL ulgar, is admirably deſcribed ; and it is no ſmall fa- 
_ tisfaCtion to thoſe of the ſame turn of deſire, that he 
produces the authority of the wiſeſt men of the beſ 
age of the world, to ſtrengthen his opinion of the 
_ ordinary purſuits of mankind. 

_ -IT would, methinks, beno ill maxim of life, if ac- 
cording to that anceſtor of Sir Roger, whom I lately 
mentioned, every man would point to himſelf whatſum 
he would refolve not to exceed. He might, by this 
means, cheat. himſelf into a tranquillity on this fide 
of that expectation, or convert what he ſhould get 
above it to nobler uſes than his own pleaſures or ne- 
ceſlities. This temper of mind would exempt a man 
from an ignorant envy of reſtleſs men above him, and 
a more inexcuſable contempt of happy men below 
bim. "This would be ſailing by ſome compaſs, living 
with ſome deſign : but to be eternally bewildered in 
proſpects of future gain, and putting on unneceſlary ar- 
mour againſt improbable blows of fortune, 1s a me- 
chanic being which has not good ſenſe for its direc- 
tion, but is carried oh by a'fort of acquired inſtinct 
towards things below our conſideration and unworthy 
our efteem. It is poſſible that the tranquillity I ” 

of 5? | el 
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—_— rsn d in me this way - 
TE <njoy at Sir Roger's may have create | y 
" -- DD Sk LAg: which is ſo abſtrated from the common 
RE liſh of the world : but as I am now in a pleaſing ar- 
WE dour, ſurrounded with a beautiful landſkip, I find no 
SE ;nclination ſo ſtrong as to continue in thee manſions, 
WE remote from the oſtentatious ſcenes of lifez and am, 
W 2t this preſent writing, philoſopher enough to con- 
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If &er ambition did my fancy cheat 
ith any wiſh ſo mean as to be great ; 

Continue, heav'n, flill from me to remove 

.- The humble bleſſings of that life T love. 

[i 0000600618850 SS MEMEDENIDEDDE | 

_ - OO: Prid.  {Guardian, N® 153.] 

BB HERE is no paſſion which ſteals into the heart 

 . "2: more imperceptibly, and covers.itſelf under more 

diſguiſes, than pride. For my own part, I think if 

there is any paſſion or vice which I am wholly a ſtran- 

ger to, it is this ; though at the ſame time, perhaps this 

== very judgment which I form.of. myſelf, proceeds in 

WE ſome meaſure from this corrupt principle. _ 

T have been always wonderfully delighted with that 

We ſentence in holy writ, © Pride was not made for man.”. 

Ws 1 here is not indeed any fingle view of human nature 

& under its preſent condition, which. 1s not ſufficient to 

extinguiſh-in us all the ſecret ſeeds of pride ; and, on: 

the contrary, to ſink the ſoul into the loweſt ftate of 

We humility, and what the ſchool-men call ſelf-annihila- 

We tion. Pride was not made for man, as he-is, 

| 1. A ſinful, - ; 5 YR ES 

2. An ignorant, , 

3- A miſerable being. TRE INS Pp 

THERE is nothing in his underſtanding, in his will, 

dr 1n his preſent condition, that can tempt any conſide- 

rate creature to pride or vanity, — | 

THESE three very reaſons why he. ſhould not be 

roud, are notwithſtanding the reaſons why he. is ſo. 

Were not he a finful creature, he would not be-ſub- 

ject to a paſſion which riſes from the depravity of his 
© 3 z * nature ; 
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nature; were he not an ignorant creature, he would 
ſee that he has nothing to be proud of ; and were not 
the whole ſpecies miſerable, he would not have thoſe 
- wretched objects of compariſon before his eyes, which 
are the occaſions of his paſſion, and which make one 
man value himſelf more than another. | 

A WISE man will be contented that his glory be de- 
ferred till ſuch time as he ſhall be truly glorified ; 
when his underſtanding ſhall be cleared, his will rec- 
tified, and his happineſs aſſured ; or in other words, 


when he ſhall be neither ſinful, nor ignorant, ner * 


miſerable. - SR 

IF there be any thing which makes human nature 
appear r:arculous to Beings of ſuperior faculties, it 
muſt be pride. 'They know ſo well the vanity of thoſe 
imaginary perfeCtions that ſwell the heart of man, and 
of thoſe little ſupernumerary advantages, whether in 
birth, fortune, or title, which one man enjoys above 
another, that it muſt certainly very much aſtoniſh, if 


it does not very much divert them, when they ſee a 
mortal puffed up, and valuing himſelf above his neigh- | 


Pours on any of theſe accounts, at the fame time that 
is obnoxious to all the common calamities of the 
ſpecies. gb ins 5; 3 HAg [LI WO 
To ſet this thought in its true light, we will fancy, 


if you pleaſe, that yonder mole-hill is inhabited by rea- 


ſonable creatures, and that every piſmire (his ſhape and 
way of life only excepted). is endowed with human 
paſſions. How ſhould we ſmile to hear one give us 
an account of the pedigrees, diſtin&tions, and titles 
that reign among them? Obſerve how the whole ſwarm 
divide and make way for the piſmire that paſſes through 
them ! you muſt underſtand he is an emmet of quality, 

and has better blood in his veins than any piſmire in 
' the molehill. Don't you ſee how ſenſible he. 1s of it, 
how flow he marches forward, how the whole rabble 


of ants keep their diſtance ? Here you may obſerve 


one placed upon a little'eminence, and lookin down 
on a long; row of labourers. He is the richeſt inſe& 
on this {ide the hillock, he has a walk of halt a yard 
in length and a quarter of an inch in breadth, he keeps 


| an hundred menial ſervants, and has at leaſt fiſteen } 
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-corns in his granary. He is now chiding and 
—_—_— ho peers, that ſtands before him, and who, 
for all that we can diſcover, is as good an emmet as 
es frag comes an inſe& of figure ! Don't you 
take notice of a little white ſtraw that he carries 1n his 
mouth? That ſtraw, you muſt underſtand, he would not 
part with for the longeſt tra&t about the mole-hill: did. 
you but know what he has undergone to purchaſle it 
See how the ants of all qualities and conditions {warm 
about him. Should this ſtraw drop out of his mouth, 
you would ſee all this numerous circle of attendants 
follow the next that took it up, and leave the diſcard- 
ed inſe&, or run over his back to come at his ſucceſſor. 
-- TF now you have a mind to ſee all the ladies of the 
mole-hil], obſerve firſt the piſmire that liſtens to the 
emmet on her Icft hand, at the ſame time that ſhe ſeems 
to turn away her head from him. He tells this poor 
inſe& that ſhe is a goddeſs, that hegeyes are brighter 
than the ſun, that life and death are at her diſpoſal. 
She believes him, and gives herſelf a thouſandlittle airs 
upon it. Mark the vanity of the piſmire on your left 
hand. She can ſcarce crawl with age ; but you muſt 
| know ſhe values herſelf upon her birth ; and if you 
mind, ſpurns at every one that comes within her reach. 
The little nimble coquette that is running along by the 
iide of her, is a-wit. She has broke many a piſmire's 
heart. Do but obſerve what a drove of lovers are run- 
ye pagan her.. | on Wo 

We will here finiſh this imaginary ſcene ; but firſt 
of all, to draw the parallel cloſer, will ſuppoſe, if 
you pleaſe, that death comes down upon the mole- 
- hill, in the ſhape of a cock-ſparrow, who picks up, 
without diſtinction, the piſmire of quality and his 

flatterers, the piſmire of ſubſtance and day-labourers, 
the white-ſtraw officer and. his ſycophants, with all 
the goddeſſes, wits, and beauties of the mole-hill. 
AY we not imagine that beings of ſuperior natures 
and perfeCtions regard all the inſtances of pride and. 
vanity, among our own ſpecies, in the ſame kind of 
view, when they take a ſurvey of thoſe. who inhabit 
the earth ; or, in the language of an ingenious French 
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poet, of thoſe piſmyres that people this heap of dirt, 
which human vanity has divided into climates and 
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| An allegorical Letter from T 0-D a vy. y | 
$5 0s __ _[Adventurer, N® 11,] 


| To the ADVENTURER. 
"8-0 


I T' is the fate of all who do not live in neceſſary or 
accidental obſcurity, who neither paſs undiſtin- 
guiſhed through the vale of poverty, nor. hide them- 
ſelves in the groves of ſolitude, to have a numerous 
acquaintance and few friends. 

AN acquaintance 1s a being who meets us with a 
ſmile and a ſalute, who tells us in the ſame breath that 
he is glad and ſorry for the moſt trivial good and ill that 
befalls-us, and yet. who turns ſrom us without regret, 
who fcarces widhes tor fee us again, who forſakes us 
in hopeleſs fickneſs or adverſity, and when we die 
remembers us no more. A friend is he with whom 
our intereſt is united, upon. whoſe participation all our 
pleaſures depend ; who ſooths us in the fretfulneſs of 
diſeaſe, and chears us in the gloom of a priſon; ta 
whom when we die even our remains. are ſacred, who 
follows them with tears to the grave, and preſerves our 
1mage in his heart. A friend our calamities may grieve, 
and our wants may impoveriſh, but neglect only can 
offend and unkindneſs alienate. Is it not therefore 
aſtoniſhing that a friend ſhould ever be alienated or of- 
tended? and can there be a ftronger inſtance of the 
folly and caprice of mankind, than their withholding 
from thoſe upon whom. their happineſs is confeſſed to 
depend, that civility which they laviſh upon others, 
without hope of any higher reward than a trivial and 
momentary gratification of their vanity, by an echo 
of their.compliments and a return of their obeyſance: 


Qs this caprice there are none who have more cauſe 


.- complain than myſelf, "That I am a perſon of ſome 
j | b 1mpor- 


- " o 4 P dh op 24, 023 O-" nongner . A 
SORED TR. ”* F "E., + N oO 4 RIES + n =__ = — KP -. 
hy C g - N F DID . F _—_ Y >] "4 3». bo: ts Y = WS” Me > TY 9 . » * i 
[ f _ *,. ESSE oo SIS RAR Fa 1 -_ CE ome au toe. SIS. "3h o : d ST - 
P g L 4d 6 ' p. -». +.26d Ph AO Rog» os - me 5 > 2: x64 wy : ';, 22S” SI > 2423: ao "<3 
| « wo Wo <7 > IR) CHOBES Ioy a Leer IFES. Toy E * : . y ot LED Sx Sx x > _4 7 _ : - 
' . $ 5 a4 - 4 "vs . *S. - b «> . - - Y ” 
RF M5 M4; 4 , 1 , £4 b wk -  " «>> < : A w # s ; —_— a "y - f % e p p n R 
IEA ED on IN EAR MDE” 5 $540 "TIO Te II IN. "op —_— 
«vw LC EB. q s 1 ; 386 « p © og Lp Gs ay bas 5 1-87 j : tarts Mer" GS - <P > SS * CT -AILS __ C 
£ 0 wa ov t med to g 3 II 3. =p 4 5 YT : yy _ "2 Ms or E $ 4% s.; "5, 
- , "i os" GIS . Y ou LG. _ TEE: "*;. ts ISS. bed v 
- k 5 A : — > - . WG Gs 
_ ” : $ 
TOTS 4 4 % ” , 
. 4s. _ 4 > 
: * 6 . ” > Y —_ ws. BY A "I" 0 o 


7 ad. Ad og RXE PD : 
0 ae m—_— Oh? APR l CRY = 4 * 2 = 4, £ "I oy 
" Y Wt A” VER hot fea 62 p reN TM . 0 6 c, if Wt \ 
l i n53-Edm $i 


es ewe. * H& Gen ants. ene heed. ont ae 


——_—— 


<< 


«yn = £4» add 2 ot SS Wah 


4©// 
be 


LO anno ALES iS 2, Won nn 
Keds Ba onnd Ep nine i ans ute 


THE MORAL MISCELL ANY. 247 
i ce, has never yet been diſputed: I am allowed 
cn ebrmons power w pleaſe and to inſtruct; I always 
contribute to the felicity of thoſe by whom I am well 
treated; and I muſt confeſs, that 1 am never abuſed 
without leaving marks of my reſentment behind me. 

I am generally regarded as a friend ; and there are 
few who could think of parting with me for the Jaſt 
time, without the utmoſt regret, ſolicitude and reluc- 
tance. Lknow, wherever I come, that I have been the 
object of deſire and hop2; and that the pleaſure which 
I am expected to diffuſe, has, like all others, been en- 
joyed by anticipation. By the young and gay, thoſe 
who are entering the world either as a ſcene of buſineſs 
or pleaſure, I am frequently defired with fuch impa- 
tience, that although every moment brings on wrinkxles 
and decrepitude with irreſiſtible rapidity, that they 
will be willing that the time of my abſence ſhould 
be annihilated, and the approach of wrinkles and de- 
crepitude rendered yet more precipitate. There can- 
not ſurely be ſtronger evidence than this of my in- 
fluence upon their happineſs or of their affeQion fcr 


me : and yet the tranſport with which I am at firſt re- 


c:ived quickly ſubfides ; they appear to grow weary of 
my company, they would again ſhorten life to haſten: 
the hour of my departure, and they refle&t upon the 
length of my viſit with regret. $A E: 
oO the aged I confeſs I am not able to procure equal 
advantages; and yet there are ſome of theſe who have 
been remarkable for their virtue, among whom I ex- 
perience more conſtant reciprocations of friendſhip. I 
never heard that they expreffed any impatient expec- 
tation of me when abſent, nor do they receive me with 
rapture when I come ; but while I ſtay they treat me 
with complacency and good humour ; and in pro- 
portion as their firſt addreſs is leſs violent, the whole 


- tenour of their conduct is more equal: they ſuffer me 


to leave them in an evening without importunity to 
prolong my viſit, and think of my departure with in- 
difference. bo 

You will, perhaps, imagine, thatT am diſtinguiſhed 
by ſome ſtrange ſingularity, of which the uncommon 


treatment that I receive is a conſequence. As few can 


+ Judge 
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judge with impartiality of their own charaQter, n6ne 
are believed merely-upon their own-evidence who af. 
xm it to be good : 1 will therefore, deſcribe to you 
the manner 1n which I am received by perſons of very 
_ Cifterent ftations, capacities and employments, The 
zacts ſhall be exhibited without falſe colouring ; I will 
neither ſuppreſs, ſoften nor exaggerate any circum- 
ſtance, by which the natural and genuine ftate of 


theſe fats may be diſcovered, and I know that your. Ml 


fagacity will do me juſtice. - 

_ is ſummerl riſe very early ; and the firſt perſon that 
1 fee 18 a peaſant at his work, who generally regards 
me with a ſmile, though he ſeldom participates of m 
bounty. His labour 1s ſcarce ever ſuſpended while 
am with him; yet he always talks of me with com- 
placency, and never treats me with neglect or inde- 
corum, except perhaps on a holiday, when he has been 


tippling : and this I can eafily overlook, though he. 


commonly receives a hint of his fault the next morn- 
ing; that he may be the more upon his guard for the 
uture, | 

Bur though in the country I have reaſon to be beſt 
fatished with the behaviour of thoſe whom I farſt ſee, 
yet in my early walks in town I am almoſt ſure to be 
inſulted. As foon as the wretch, who has paſled the 
night at a tavern, or a gaming-table, perceives me at 
a diſtance, he begins to mutter curſes againſt me, 
though he knows they will be fulfilled upon himſelf, 
and 1s impatient till he can bar his door, and hide 
himſelf in bed, | No 

I HAvE one ſiſter, and though-her complexion 1s 
very dark, yet ſhe is not without her charms : ſhe 1s, 
I confels, ſaid to look beſt by candlelight, in her jewels, 


and at a public place, where the ſplendor of her drels 


and the multiplicity of other objects prevent too mi- 
nute an examination of her perſon. Some good judges: 
have fancied, though perhaps a little whimſically, 
that there is ſomething inexpreſflibly pleaſing in her 
by moonlight, a kind of placid eaſe, a gentle Janguor 
which ſoftens her features, and gives new grace tv 


her manner : they ſay too, that ſhe is beſt diſpoſed to- 


be agreeable company in a walk, under the chnqpere® 


4de 
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hade of a grove, along the green banks of a river, 
- Or upon he ſandy beach by the ſea. | 

My ſiſter's principles in many particulars differ from 
mine; but there has been always ſuch a harmony be- 
tween us, that ſhe ſeldom ſmiles upon thoſe who have 
ſuffered me to paſs with a contemptuous negligence 
much leſs does ſhe uſe her influence, which 1s very 
great, to procure any advantage for thaſe who drive 
me from their preſence with outrage and abuſe ; and 
yet none are more afliduous in their addreſſes, nor 
intrude longer upon her privacy, than thoſe who are 
moſt iraplacably my enemies. 

S$8s is generally better received by the poor than the 
rich ; and indeed ſhe ſeldom viſits the indigent and the 
wretched, without bringing ſomething. for therr re- 
lief; yet thoſe who are molt ſollicitous to engage her 
in parties of pleaſure, and are ſeen longeſt in her com« 
pany, are always ſuſpeed. of fome evil deſign. 

oU will, perhaps, think there is ſomething enig- 
matical in all this; and leſt you ſhould not yet be 
able to diſcover my true character ſufficiently to en- 
gage you in my intereſt, I will give you a ſhort hiſtary 
of the incidents that have happened to me during the 
Jaſt eight houts. | 

Is is now four o'clock in the afternoon: about ſeven 
I roſe; ſoon after, as I was walking by the dial in Co- 
vent Garden, 1 was perceived by a man well dreſted, 
who appeared to have been ſleeping under one of the 
theds, and whom a watchman had juſt told that I was 
approaching : after attempting to ſwear ſeveral oaths, 
and ftaggering a few paces, he ſcowled at me under his 
lat, and inſulted me direQly, by telling the watch= 
man as well as he could, that he had ſat in company 
With my lifter till he became too drunk to find his way 
bome, which nevertheleſs he had attempted ; and that 
he hated the ſight of me as he hated the cevil: he then- 
Gcliced that a coach or a chair might be immediately. 
called to carry him from my preſence. 

ABOUT nine, I viſited a young lady who could not 
tee me, becauſe ſhe was buc juſt returned from a rout. 
I went next to a ſtudent in the Temple, who received 
=. with great joy 3 but told me, that he was going to 
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dine with a gentleman, whoſe daughter he had long 
courted, and who at length, by the interpoſition of 
friends, had been perſuaded to conſent to the match, 
though ſeveral others had offered a larger ſettlement, 
From this interview I had no defire to detain him; 
and about twelve I found a young prodigal, to whom 
I had afforded many opportunities of felicity, which he 
neglected to improve; and whom [T had ſcarce eyer 
_ left without having convinced him, that he was 
waſting life in the ſearch of pleaſure which he could 
neverhnd: he looked upon me with a countenance full 
_ of ſuſpicion, dread and perplexity, and ſeemed to wiſh 
that I had delayed my viſit or been excluded by his 
ſervant; imagining, as I have ſince heard, that a. 
bailiff was behind me. After dinner, I again met my 
friend the ſtudent; but he who had ſo lately received 
me with extaſy, now leered at me with a ſullen diſ- 
content, and if it had been in his power would have 
deſtroyed me. for no other reafon than becauſe the old 
yentleman whom he had viſited had changed his mind. 
You may, perhaps, betold, that T am myſelf incon- 
tant and capricious, that I am never the {ame perſon 
eightand forty hours together, and that no man knows 
whether at my next viſit I ſhall bring him good or evil: 
but identity of perſon might with equal truth be 
demed of the ADVENTURER, and of every other 
being upon earth'; for all animal bodies are in a ſtate 
of perpetual decay and renovation : ſo ridiculous 2 
ſlander does not indeed deſerve a ferious reply: and. 
| believe you are now ready to anſwer every other cavil 
of my enemies, by convincing the world that it is ther | 
own fault if I do notalways leave them wiſer and better 
than I find them ; and whoever has through life con- 
tinued to become gradually wiſer and better, has ob- 
tained a ſource of divine felicity, a well of living water, 
wh'ch like the widows oil ſhall increate as it is poured 
out, and which, though it was ſupplied by time, eter- 
ny {hall not exhauſt. | 
H PE, Sir, your paper will be a means of procur- 
ing me better treatment 3 and that you will yourſelf 
be-follicitous to ſecure the friendſhip of 
AY | Tour bumbl: Servant, 
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The Tali direfted in the Choice 0 a Huſband. > 
The 929 ger ts 79 oft Ne 30. ] 


= HOUGH I devote this lucubration to the 
TE -1 ladies, yet there are ſome parts of it which L 
hope will not be wholly uſeleſs to the gentlemen : and,. 
"Z perhaps, both may expe to be addreſſed upon a-ſub- 
"Þ& ject, which to both is of equal importance ; eſpecially: 
"WE after I have admitted the pubhc recommengation of it< 
by my correſpondent Mr. Townly. We 

IT has been univerſally allowed, and with great 
reaſon, that between perſons who marry there ſhould- 
be ſome degree of equality, with reſpect to age and 
condition. Thoſe who violate a known truth, de-- 
ſerve the infelicity they incur: I ſhall, therefore, only 
labour to preſerve innocence by detecting error. 

W1TH the ladies it is a kind of general maxim, that: 
© the beſt huſband is a reformed RAKE ;” a maxim 
which they have probably derived from comedies and- 
novels, in which ſuch a huſband is commonly the re-. 
ward of female merit. But the belief of this maxim: 
is-an inconteſtible proof, that with the true character 
of a RAKE the ladies are wholly unacquainted.. 
"* Ay have,” indeed, ©* heard of a wild youn 
© gentleman, who would rake about the town, .and : 
** take up his lodgings at a bagnjo ; who had told many. 
* agirla pretty ſtory, that was fool enough to be-. 
* lieve him; . and that had a right to many a child. 
** that did not call him father: but that in ſome of: 
*© theſe frolicks he thought no harm, and for others - 
* he had ſufficiently ſuffered.” But let the ApyEn-- 
TURER be believed, theſe are words of dreadful im-- 
port, and ſhould always be thus underſtood - : 
* 'To rake about town and lodge at a bagnio, is to 
aſlociate with the vileſt and moſt abandoned of hu- . 
man beings; it is to become familiar with blaſphe- 
my and lewdneſs, and frequently to fport with the- 
moit deplorable miſery: to tell pretty ſtories to - 
creduJous girls, is to deceive the {implicity of in--. 
nocence. by cunning and falſhogd : to- be the father-: 
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« of a nameleſs progeny, ts to deſert thoſe, who 
« tears only can implore the prote&tion to which of 
& all others they have the ſtrongeſt and the tenderef 
& claim; it is more than to be a man without affec- 
 ©« tion, itis tobe a brute withoat inſtin&. To think no 
©© harm in ſome of theſe frolics, is to have worn out 
<© all ſenſibility of the difference between right and 
© wrong ; and to have ſuffered for others, is to haye 
*© a body contaminated with diſeaſes, which in ſome 
© degree are certainly tranſmitted to poſterity.” 

IT is to be hoped, that the mere exhibition of 
this picture wilt be ſufficient to deter the ladies from 
precluding happineſs by marrying the original ; and 
from diſcouraging virtue, by making vice neceflary to 
the character which they prefer. 

BvrT they frequently a& upon another principle, 

which though not equally fatal and abſurd, may yet 
produce great infelicity. 
_ "WHEN the Rake is excluded, it will be generally 
ſappoſed, that ſuperior intellectual abilities ought al- 
ways to determine the choice. ©* A man of fine 
© ſenfe,” is, indeed, a character of great dignity; 
_ and the ladies have always been adviſed to prefer this- 
ro every other, as it includes a capacity to beſtow 
*© that refined, exalted, and permanent felicity, which 
_ ©© alone is worthy of a rational being.” But I think 
1t probable, that this advice, however ſpecious, has 
been often given for no other reaſon, than becaule 
to pive it flattered the vanity of the writer, who 
fondly believed he was drawing his awn character, 
aad exciting the envy and admiration of his readers. 
'Fhis advice, however, the hdies univerſally affect to 
approve, and probably for a ſimiliar reaſon ; {ince 
every one imagines, that to hold intelletual excel- 
lence in high eftimation, is to demonſtrate that ſhe 
poſſeſſes it. 

As he that would perſuade, ſhould be ſcrupulouſly 
careful not to offend, I will not infinuate that there are 
any ladies, by whom the peculiar beauties of an exalted 
underſtanding cannot be diſcern2d; and who have not, 


therefore a capacity ſor half the pleaſure which it car 
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And yet I think there is another excellence 
pricey is _ more eſjential to conjugal telicity, 
yp TURE. ban of - | 
wy je that Good NATURE has, like Socrates, 
been ridiculed in the habit of FOLLY ; and that FOLLY 
has been dignified by the name of GooD. NATURE. 
But by GooD NATURE, I do not mean that flexible 
imbecility of mind which complies with every requeſt, 
and inclines a man at once to accompany an acquain=- 
tance to a brothel at the expence of his health, and to 
keep an equipagg for a wife at the expence of his 
eſtate, Perſons of this diſpoſition have ſeldom more 
benevolence than fortitude, and frequently perpetrate 
deliberate cruelty. Ge rats 
In true Good NATURE, there 1s neither the acri- 
mony of ſpleen, nor the ſullenneſs of malice ; it is 
neither clamorous nor fretful, neither eaſy to be of- 
fended, nor impatient to revenge ; It 1s a tender ſen- 
ſibility, a participation of the pains and pleaſures of 
others ; and is, therefore, a forcible and conſtant mo=- 


| tive to communicate happineſs, and alleviate miſery. 


As human nature 1s, from whatever cauſe, in a ſtate 
of great imperfection, it is ſurely to be deſired, that a 
perſon whom it is moſt. our intereſt to pleaſe, ſhould 
not ſee more of this imperfection than we do our- 
felves. 
I sHALL, perhaps, be told, that. *© a man of ſenſe 
can never uſe a woman 111.” "The latter part of this 
propoſition 1s a phraſe of very extenſive and various 
lignification : whether a man of ſenſe can *©* uſe a wo- 
** man 11],” 1 will not enquire, but I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew, that he may make her extremely wretched. 

PERSONS of keen penetration and great delicacy of 
ſentiment, as they muſt neceflarily be more frequently 
offended than others; ſo as a puniſhment for the of- 
tence, they can inflict more exquiſite pain, becauſe 
they can wound with more poignant reproach : and 
by him whom Goop NaTuRE does not reſtrain from 
retaliating the pain that he fecls, the offence, whether 
voluntary or not, will always be thus puniſhed. 

IF this puniſhment isſuffercd with filence, confuſion, 
and tears, it is poſſible that the tyrant may relent - 


but 


cc 
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but this, like the remorſe of a murderer, is too late : 
the dread of incurring the ſame anguiſh by a like faule. 
will ſubſtitute for the ſmile of chearfulneſs, that fun: 
ſhine of beauty, the glooms of doubt, ſollicitude, and 
anxiety : the offence will notwithſtanding be apain re- 
peated ; the puniſhment, the diſtreſs, and the remorſe, 
will again return; becauſe error is involuntary, and 
anger 1s not reſtrained. If the reproach is retorted, 
and whether it was deſerved becomes the ſubjeR of de-- 
bate, the conſequences are yet more dreadful: after a 
vain attempt to ſhew an incongruity, which can no 
more be perceived than founds by the deaf, the huſ- 
band'will be inſulted for cauſeleſs and capricious dif- 
pleaſure, and the wife for folly, 'perverſenefs, and 
obſtinacy. In theſe circumſtances, what will become 
of © the refined; the exalted, and the permanent- 
<< felicity, which alone is worthy of reaſonable beings, 
<< and which elevated genius only can beſtow ?” 
THrarT this conduct is-by a man of ſenfe known to: 
be wrong; 1 am content to allow : but it muſt alſo be 
granted, that the diſcernment of wrong is not always 
2 propenſity to right; and that if pain was never in- 
fitted, but when it was known to produce falutary- 
effeats, mankind would be much more happy than 
they are. 4, | | 
Goop NATURE, therefore, ifintelleftual excellence 
cannot atone for the want of it, muſt be admitted as 
the higheſt perſonal merit. If, without it, wiſdom is 
not kind; without it, folly muſt be brutal. Let it, 
therefore, be once more repeated, ** The quality 
©-moſt efſential to conjugal felicity, is Good Na- 
<« ruRE.” And, ſurely, whatever accidental] diffe- 
rence there may happen to be in the conceptions or: 
judgment of a hufband and-wife, if neither can give 
pain or pleafure without feeling it themſelves, 1t 1s 
eaſy to perceive which ſenſation they will concur to 
roduce. | 
F [T may now be expected, that I ſhould Ss ſome 
general rules, by which the ladies may diſcover the 
diſpoſition of thoſe, by whom they are addreſſed : but 
it is extremely difficult to dete&t malevoience amidſt 


the aſiduities of courtſhip, and to diitinguiſh the 
man' 
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that almoſt inſcrutable diſguiſe the lover, 
Ne E ORM, however, is not indicated by the 
fulſome fawning. of a perpetual grin, the loud laugh- 
ter which almoſt anticipates. the zeſt, or the conſtant 
echo of every ſentiment z neither 1s 1t ſafe to truſt the 
| appearance of profuſe liberality,. or buſy ofhciouſneſs. 
Let it rather be remarked, how the lover is affeted 
by incidents, in which the lady 1s not concerned ; what 
:< his behaviour to his immediate dependants, -and 


whether they y_— him with a flaviſh ay wag 4 
T 3 


or with chearful reverence of voluntary ſervitude, 

he ever merry at the expence of another ; or does he 
ever attempt thus to excite mirth in his miſtreſs ? 
Does he mention the abſent with candour, and be- 
have to thoſe who are preſent with a manly compla- 


cency ? By a diligent attendance to theſe cicrumſtan- 


ces, perhaps a probable judgment may be formed of 
his character. | xr Ayes 

- Toconcludewitha general remark, Goo NaTurE 
is not of leſs importance to ourſelves than to others. 
The moroſe and petulant firſt feel the anguiſh that 
they give: reproach, revilings, and invective, are but 
the overflowings of their own infelicity, and are con=- 
ſtantly again forced back upon their ſource. Sweet- 
neſs of temper is not, indeed, an acquired but a na- 
tural excellence; and, therefore, to recommend it to 
thoſe who have it not, may be deemed rather an in- 


| ſult than advice. But let that which in happier 
natures is inſtin&, in theſe be reaſon ; let them pur- 
ſue the ſame conduct, impelled by a nobler motive. 

As the ſourneſs of the- crab inhances the value of the 
graft, ſo that which on its parent plant is Goor-Na-- 
TURE, will on a leſs kindly ftock be improved into:. 
VirTuse. No aCtion by which others receive plea- | 
{ure or pain, is indifferent : the Sacred rule, ** Do 


© that to others which ye would that others ſhould do 
6 to you,” extends to every deed; and *©* every 
_ ** word ſhall be brought into judgment.” 


- 
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Benevolence urged from the miſery of Solitude. 


An Eaſtern Story. _ .  [Advent, N? 132.] 
AR A Z A N, the merchant of Bagdat, was emi- 
nent throughout all the Eaſt for his avarice and 


his wealth : his wn was obſcure, as that of the fpark 
1 


which by the collition of ſteel and adamant is truck 
cut of darkneſs; and the patient labour of perſevering 
diligence alone had made him rich. It was remem- 
bered, that when he was indigent he was thought to 
be generous; and he was {till acknowledged to be in- 
exorably juſt. But whether,-in his dealings with 
men, he diſcovered a perfhdy which tempted him to 
put his truſt in gold, or whether in proportion as he 
accumulated wealth he diſcovered his own imnor- 
tance to increaſe, Carazan prized it more as he uſed it 
leſs: he gradually loſt the inclination to do good, as 
he acquired the power; and as the hand.of time ſcat- 


tered ſnow upon his head, the freezing influence ex- 
| tended to his boſom. FORT EY ? 


BvuT though the door of Carazan was never opened 
by hoſpitality, nor his hand by compaſſion, yet ſear 
led him conſtantly to the moſque at the ſtated hours of 
prayer ; he performed all the rites of devotion with 
the moſt ſcrupulous pun&tuality, and had thrice patd 
his vows at the temple of the PRoPHE'T, "That de- 
votion which ariſes from Tmus Love oF GOD, and 
necce. .rily includes Tme Love or Man, as it con- 
net3 gratitude with beneficence, and exalts ihat 
which was moral to divine, confers new dignity upon 


goodneſs, and is the object not only of aftection but 
reverence. On the contrary, the devotion of the 


ſelfiſh, whether it be thought to avert the punith- 
ment which every one wiſhes to be 1nflictzd, or 'to 
i1 ure it by the complication of hypocriſy with guilt, 
never fails to excite indignation and abhorrence. Cz- 
razan, therefore, when he had locked his door, and 


turning round with a look of circumſp:Rive ſuſpicion 


proceeded to the moſque, was followed by every eye 
with filent malignity ; the poor ſuſpended their fup- 
plication when he paſſed by; and though he was 


known by every man, yet no man ſaluted Wy. . 
Fr SUC 
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had long been the life of Carazan, and ſuch 
Way charatter which he had acquired, when notice 
was given by proeJamation, that he was removed to 2 
magnificent building 1n the centre of the city, that his 
t1ble ſhould be ſpread for the public, and that the 
ſtranger ſhould be welcome to his bed. 'T he multitude. 
{on ruſhed like a torrent to his door, where they be- 
held him diſtributing bread to the hungry and apparel 
to the naked, his eye ſoftened with compaſſion, and his 
cheek glowing with delizht. Every one gazed with 
aſtoniſhment at the prodigy ; and the murmur of innu- 
merable voices increaſing like the found of approach- 
ing thunder, Carazan beckoned with his hand ; atten - 
tion ſuſpended the tumult in a moment, and he thus 
gratified the curioſity which had procured him audi- 
EnCce, LS] 
To Him whotouches the mountains and they ſmoke, 
Tart ALMiGnTyY and True MosT MERCIFUL., be 
everlaſting honour ! He has ordained ſleep to be the 
miniſter of inſtruction, and his viſions have reproved 
me in the night. As I was fitting alone in my Harum, 
with my lamp burning before me, computing the pro- 
duct of my merchandize and exulting in the increaſe 
of my weaitn, I fell into a deep ſleep, and the hand of 
Him who dwells in the third heaven was upon me. I 
heheld the Angel of death coming forward like a whirl- 
wind, and he ſmote me before T could deprecate the 
blow. At the ſame moment I felt myſelf lifted from 
the ground, and tranſported with aſtoniſhing rapidity 
through the regions of the air. The earth was con- 
tracted to an atom beneath ; and the ſtars glowed round 
me with a luſtre that obſcured the ſun. The gate of 
 PaRaDIsE was now in ſight ; and I was intercepted 
by a ſudden brightneſs which no human eye could be- 
| hold: the irrevocable ſentence was now to be pro- 
P 
nounced ; my day of probation was paſt ; and from the 
evil of my life nothing could be taken away, nor could 
any thing be added to the good. When I refleted that 
my lot for eternity.was caſt, which not all the powers 
of nature could reverſe, my confidence totally forſook 
me; and while I ſtood trembling and filent, covered 


with 


. TT CC EE IE IT 
by # 


258 THE MORAL MISCEL LANY, 
with confuſion and chilled with horror, I was thus ad. 
drefſed by the radiance that flamed before me. 

* CARAZAN, thy worſhip has not been accepted, 
*© becauſe it was not prompted by Love of Gop; nei- 
** ther can thy righteouſneſs be rewarded, becauſe it 
*© was not produced by Love of Man ; for thy own 
**. ſake only, haft thou rendered to every man his due; 
* and thou haſt approached the ALM te HTY only 
<« for thyſelf. Thou haſt not looked up with gratitude, 
** nor round thee with kindneſs. Around thee, thou 
*© haſt, indeed, beheld vice and folly ; but if vice and 
** folly could juſtify thy parſimony, would they not 
* condemn the bounty of, HEAveEN ? Tf not upon the 
*© fooliſh and the vicious, where ſhall the ſun diffuſe 
** its light, or the clouds diftill their dew ? where ſhall 
*© the lips of the ſpring breathe fragrance, or the hand 
$ of autumn diffuſe plenty? Remember, Carazan, 
* that thou haft ſhut compaſſion from thine heart, and 
** graſped thy treaſures with a hand of iron ; thou haſt 
* 'hved for thyſelf; and therefore, henceforth for 
* ever thou ſhalt ſubfiſt alone. From the light of 


_*© heaven, and from the ſociety of all beings, ſkalt thou 


* be driven, ſolitude ſhall protra& .the lingering 
* kours of etermity, and darkneſs 7 1 thn the hor- 
+ rors of deſpair.” At this moment I was driven by 
fome ſecret and irreſiſtible power through the glow- 


ing fyſtem of creation, and paſſed innumerable worlds. 


in a moment. As I approached the verge of nature, 
I perceived the ſhadows of total and boundleſs vacui- 
ty deepen before me, a dreadful region of eternal fi- 
lence, ſolitude and darknefs |Unutterable horror ſcized 
me at the profpet, and this exclamation burſt from: 
me with all the. vehemence of defire : * O that I had 
* been doomed for ever to the common receptacle of 
« impenitence and guilt ! there ſociety would have al- 
& leviated the torment of deſpair, and the rage of fre 
*© could not have excluded the comfort of light. Or 
& if T had been condemned to reſide on a comet, that 
* would return but once in a thouſand years to the re- 
«© gions of light and life; the hope of theſe periods, 
* however diftant, would chear me in the rg 


F 
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cc al of cold and darknels, and the viciflitude would 
og divide eternity into. time.” While this thought 
paſſed over my mind, [ loſt ſight of the remotelt ſtar, 
and the laſt glimmering of light was quenched in utter 
darkneſs. The agonies of deſpair every moment in- 
creaſed, as every moment augmented my diſtance from 
the laſt habitable world. I refleted with intolerable 
anguiſh, that when ten thouſand thouſand years had 
earried me beyond the reach of all but that Power 
who fills infinitude, I ſhould ſtill look forward into an 
immenſe abyſs of darkneſs, through which Iſhould ſtil! 
drive without ſuccour and without ſociety, farther and 
farther Kill, for ever and for ever. I then {tretched out 
my hands towards the regions of exiſtence, with an 
emotion that awaked me. [Thus have I been taughr to 
eſtimate ſociety like every other blefling, by its loſs. 
My heart is warmed to liberality ; and I am zealous to 
communicate the happineſs which I feel, to thoſe from 
whom it is derived.; for the ſociety of one wretch, 
whom in the pride of proſperity I would have ſpurned 
from my door, would, inthe dreadful ſolitude to which 
[ was condemned, have been more highly prized, than 
the gold of Afric, or the gems of Golconda. | 

AT this refleCtion upon his dream, Carazan became 
ſuddenly filent, and looked upward in an extacy of gra- 
titude and devotion. The multitude were ftruck at 
once with the precept and example ; and the Caliph, to 
v-hom the event was related, that he might be liberal 
beyond the power of gold, commanded it to be re- 
corded for the benefit of poſterity, 


MOXKOX XOX ION NON OO OK 
Socrates's Allegory of the Origin of Love. 
[Tatler, N? g0.] 


f [ \HE paſtion of love happened. to be the ſubjeRt 
' A of diſcourſe between two or three. of us at the 
table of the poets this evening ; and among other ob- 


fervations, it was remarked, that the ſame ſentiment 
On 
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on this occaſion had run through all languages and na. 
tions. Memmius, who has a very good taſte, fell into 4 
little ſort of differtation on this occafion. Ir is ({aid 
he) remarkable, that no paſſion has been treated by all 
who have touch'd upon it with the ſame bent of defign 
but this. The poets, the moraliſts, the painters, ir a'l 
their deſcriptions, allegories, and pictures, have repre- 
ſented it as a ſoft torment, a bitter ſweet, a pleaſing 
pain, or an agreeable diſtreſs, and have only expreſlid 
the ſame thought in a different manner. 
_ Tux joining of pleaſure and pain together in ſuch 
_ devices, ſeems to me the only pointed thought T ever 
read which 1s natural; and it muſt have proceeded 
from its being the univerſal ſenſe and experience of 
mankind, that they have all ſpoken of it in the fame 
manner. [I have in my own reading remarked an hun- 
dred and three epigrams, fifty odes, and ninety-one 
| ſentences, tending to this ſole purpoſe. FD. 
IT is certain, there is no other paſſion which does 
produce ſuch contrary effects in ſo great a degree: but 
this may be ſaid for love, that if you ftrike it out of 
the ſoul, life would be infipid, ink our being but half 
animated. Human nature would ſink into deadnefs 
and lethargy, if not quickened with ſome active prin- 
Ciple ; and as for all others, whether ambition, envy, 
or avarice, which are apt to poſſeſs the mind in the ab- 
ſence of this paſſion, it muſt be allowed that they have 
preater pains, without the compenſation of ſuch exqui- 
ite pleaſures as thoſe we find in love. The great (kill 
is to heighten the ſatisfaCtions, and deaden the ſorrows 
of it, which has been the end of many of my labours, 
and ſhall continue to be ſo for the ſervice of the world 
in general, and in particular of the fair ſex, who are 
_ always the beſt of the worft part of it. It is pity that 
. a paſſion, which has in it a capacity of making life 
happy, ſhould not be cultivated to the utmoſt advan- 
tage. Reaſon, prudence, and . nr Birmpokl rightly ap- 
plied, can thoroughly accompliſh this great end, pro- 
vided they have always a real and conſtant love to 
work upon. But this ſubject I ſhall treat more at large 


in the hiſtory of my married ſiſter, and in the m_ 
1 
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i clude my refle&ion on the pains and plea- 
rang $7, pt 2 this paſſion, with one of the fineſt 
allegories which I think I have ever read. It is inven- 
ted by the divine Plato, and to ſhew the opinion he 
himſelf had of it, aſcrib'd by him to his admired So- 
crates, whom be repreſents as diſcourſing with his 
friends, and giving the hiſtory of love in the following 

ner. | | 
hy the birth of Beauty ( ſays he) there was a great 
feaſt made; and many gueſts invited : among the reſt, 


' was the god Plenty, who was. the ſon of the goddeſs 


Prudence, and inherited many of his mother's virtues. 
After a full entertainment, he retired into. the garden 
of Jupiter, which was hung with a great yariety of. 
ambroſial fruits, and ſeems to have been a very pro- 
er retreat for ſuch a gueſt. In the mean time an un- 
($258 female called Poverty, having heard of this great 
feaſt, repaired to it in hopes of finding relief. he 
farſt place ſhe lights upon was Juniors garden which 
generally ſtands open to people of all conditions. Po- 
erty enters, and by chance finds the god Plenty afleep 
in it. She was immediately fired with his charms, laid 
herſelf down by his fide, and managed matters fo well, 
that ſhe conceived a child by him. The world was 
very much in ſuſpence upon the occaſion, and could: 
not imagine to themſelves what would be the nature of, 
an infant that was to have its original from two ſuch 
parents. At the laſt, the child appears; and who 
ſhould it be but Love 'This.infant grew up, and prov- 
ed in all his behaviour, what he really was, a com=- 
pound of oppoſite beings. As he is the ſon of Plenty, 
(who was the offspring of Prudence) he is ſubtle, in- 
triguing, full of ſtratagems and devices; as the ſon of. 
Poverty, he is fawning, begging, ſerenading, delighting 
to lie at a threſhold, or beneath a window. y the 


father, he is audacious, full of hopes, conſcious of me- 


rit, and thefefore quick of reſentment : by the mother, 
he is doubtful, timorous, mean-ſpirited, fearful of of-. 
tending, and abje& in ſubmiſſions. In the ſame hour 
you may ſee him tranſported with raptures, talking of 
ammortal pleaſures, and appearing ſatisfied as a god ; 

; | and 
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and immediately after, .as the mortal mother prevails 
in his compoſition, you behold him pining, languiſh- 
ng, deſpairing, dying. | 4 | 

| HAVE been always wonderfully delighted with 
fables, allegories, and the like inventions, which the 
politeſt and the beft inſtruQtors.of mankind have always 
made uſe of: they. take off from the ſeverity of in- 


ſtruQion, and inforce it at the ſame time that they con. 


ceal it. 'The ſuppoling Love to be conceived immedi- 


ately after the birth of Beauty, the parentage of Plenty, 


and the inconſiſtency of this paſſion with its felf fo na- 
turally derived to it, are great maſter-ſtrokes in this 
fable; and if we= fell into good hands, might furniſh 
out a more pleaſing canto than any in Spencer, | 


Went Wed Vn Nene Wee Wine We 


The Advantages of repreſenting Human Nature in its 
proper Dignity. © [ Tatler, N» 108.] 


j T is not to be imagined, how great an effect wel]- 
diſpoſed lights, with proper forms and orders in 


_ aſſemblies, have upon ſome tempers. I am ſure I feel 


It in ſo extraordinary a manner, that I cannot in a day 

- or two get out, of my imagination any very beautiful 
or diſagreeable impreſſion which I receive on ſuch oc- 
caſions. For this reaſon I frequently look in at the 
 play-houſe, in order to enlarge my thoughts, and 
warm my mind with ſome new ideas, that may be ſer- 
viceable to me in my lucubrations. | 
In this diſpoſition I entered the theatre the other 
day, and placed myſelf in a corner of it, very conve- 
nient for ſeeing, without being myſelf obſerved. I 
found the audience huſhed in a very deep attention, 
_ and did not queſtion but ſome noble tragedy was juſt 
then in its criſis, or that an incident was to be unra- 
velled which would determine the fate of an hero. 
While I was in this ſuſpence, expecting every moment 
_ to ſee my old friend Mr. Betterton appear in all the ma- 


jeſty of diſtreſs, to my unſpeakable amazement, there 
I came 
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came up a monſter with a face between his feet ; and 
-- | was looking 0n, he raiſed himſelf on one leg in 
ſuch a perpendicular poſture, that the other grew ina 
direc line ahove his head. [t afterwards twitted itſelf 
into the motions and wreathings of ſeveral different a- 
nimals, and after great variety of ſhapes and transfor- 
mations went off the ſtage in the figure of an human 
creature. The admiration, the applauſe, the fſatisfac- 
tion of the audience, during this ſtrange entertainment 
is not to be expreſſed. I was very much out of counte- 
nance for my dear countrymen, and looked about with . 
ſome apprehenſion, for fear any foreigner ſhould be 
preſent. Is it poſſible (thought I) that human na- 
ture can rejoice ih its diſgrace, and take pleaſure in 
ſeeing its own figure turned to ridicule, and diſtorted 
into forms that raiſe horror and averſion ? "There is 
ſomething diſengenuous and immoral in the being able 
to bear ſuch a fight. Men of elegant and noble Rh 
are ſhocked at the ſeeing characters of perſons who de- 
ſerve eſteem for their virtue, knowledge, or ſervices to 
| their country, placed in wrong lights and b milr 
preſentation made the ſubject of buffoonery ” Sick a 
nice abhorrence is not indeed to be found amon a 
vulgar ; but methinks it is wonderful, that thoſe : bo 
as nothing mt the outward figure to diftinguiſh 
fe . For Hl We ould delight in ſeeing it abuſed, vili- 
MUST confeſs, there 1 7 | | 
me, in all that I read In rho Spas = DNR 
_ than ſuch paſſages as repreſent human nd rag bag 4 
proper dignity. As man is a creat d up of dif. 
Toreat extremes, he has bantbioe in Tim very great 
and very mean : a ſkilful artiſt may d n 
picture of him in either of theſ ev a 
authors of antiquity have ENTS. 5 be O00 
ron nary ide, They Ad Tab ons a Pee: 
of oul, raiſe in her a ge it | 
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= 


— 


a eee AC ace 


I 


264 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
is impoſſible to read a page in Plato, Tully, anda'thoy. 
ſand other antient moraliſts, without being a greater 
and a better man for it. On the contrary, I could never 
read any of our modiſh French authors, or thoſe of our 
own country, who are the imitators and admirers of 
that trifling nation, without being for ſome time out of 
humour with myſelf, and at every thing about me. 
Their buſineſs is, todepreciate human nature, and con- 


 fider it under its worſt appearances, "They give mean 


interpretations and baſe motrves to the worthieſt ac- 
tions : they reſolve virtue and vice into conſtitution, 
In ſhort, they endeavour to make no diſtin&ion be- 
tween man and man, or between the ſpecies of men 
and that of brutes As an inſtance of this kind of au- 
thors, among many others, let any one examine the 
celebrated Rochefaucault, who is the great philoſopher 
for adminiſtring of conſolation to the 1dle, the envious, 
and worthleſs part of mankind. | 

I remember a young gentleman of moderate under- 
ſtanding but great vivacity, who by dipping into many 
authors of this nature, had got a little ſmattering of 
knowledge, juſt enough to make an atheiſt or a free- 
thinker, but nota philoſopher or a man of ſenſe. With 
theſe accompliſhments, he went to viſit hisfather in the 
country, who was a plain, rough, honeſt man, and 
wiſe, the not learned. "The ſon, who took all oppor- 
tunities to ſhew his learning, began to eſtabliſh a new 
religion in the family, and to enlarge-the narrownets 
of their country notions; in which he ſucceeded fo 
well, that he had ſeduced the butler by his table-talk, 
and ſtaggered his eldeſt ſiſter. "The old gentleman be- 
gan to be alarmed at the ſchiſms that aroſe among h1s 
children, but did not yet believe his ſon's doctrine to 
be ſo pernicious as it really was, till one day talking of 


his ſetting-dog, the ſon ſaid, he did not queſtion but 


Trey was as immortal as any one of the family ; and in 
the heat of the argument told his father, that for his 
own part he expected to die like a dog. Upon which, 
theoldman ſtarting up in a very great paſſion, cried our, 
Then, firrah, you ſhall live like one ; and ng 1s 
cage-in his hand, cudgelled him out of his ſy TO 


bo. 
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4: had ſo good an effect upon him, that he took up 
foe po hay; fell to reading good books, and is now 
a bencher in the Middle Te + III] . 
' ] yo not mentibn this cudgelling part of the ſtory 
with a deſign to engage:the ſecular arm in matters of 
this nature; but certainly; if it ever exerts itfelf in af- 
fairs of opinion and ſpeculation, it ought to do it ore 
ſach ſhallow and deſpicable pretenders to knowledge, 
who endeavour to give man dark and uncomforta le 
proſpe&s' of his being, and .deftroy thoſe principles 
which are the ſupport, happineſs, and glory of- alt 
publick ſocieties, as well as private perſons. Þ 
I THINK it is one of Pythagoras's golden ſayings, 
that a _ take care above all things to have a due 
reſpeft for himſelf: and it is certain, that this licentious 
ſort of authors, who are for-depreciating mankind, en - 
deavour to-diſappoint and\ undo what the moſt refined 
ſpirits have been labouring ts advanceſince the begin- 
ing of the world. © 'T he .very deſign, of dreſs, good- 
breeding, outward ornaments and ceremony, were to 
lift up human nature, and: ſet it off to advantage. 
Architecure; painting, and ſtatuary, were invented 
with'the ſame 'defign ; as indeed'every art and ſcience- 
that contributes to the:embelli{hment of life, and to 
the wearing off and throwmg into ſhades the-mean 
and low-parts of our” nature. - Poetry carries on this: 
great end more than all: the reſt, as may be ſeen in 
the following paſlage, taken out of Sir Francis Bacon's' 
advancement of Learning, which gives a true and better: 


account of this art than all the volumes that were ever” 
written upon it. | N21 | FAY 
E Lak PoETRY, eſpecially heroical; ſeems -to be raiſed 
by altogether from a noble foundation, which makes. 
«. mueh for the dignity of .man's-nature. For ſecing- 
c- this ſenſible world is in:dignity inferior to-the ſoul 
:. Of man, poefy ſeems ta endow human nature with 
- that which hiſtory denies ; and to give ſatisfaction 
p to the mind, with at leaſt the: ſhadow of things, 
where the ſubſtance —_ be had, For if the 


matter 
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* matter be thoroughly conſidered, a ſtrong argumeny 
* may be drawn from poeſy, that.a more ſtately great- 
<« neſs of things, a more. perfeQgrder, and. a-more 
< beautiful variety, delights the ſoulof man, than any 
« way can be found in nature ſince the fall. Where. 
<« fore ſeeing the acts and events, , which are-the ſub. 
<« jects of true hiſtory, are not of that amplitude as 
< to content the mind of man ; poely is ready at hand 
< to feign as more heroical. Becaule true hiſtory 
<« reports the ſucceſſes of! buſineſs not 'proportionable 


< to the merit of virtues and vices, poeſy-corre&s U 
<« it, and. preſents events and fortunes according to p 
< "deſert, and according to the law of providence : a, 
& becauſe true hiſtory, through the frequent ſatiety and Wo 
& fimilitude of things, works adiltaſte and miſpriſion in tc 
« the mind of man ; poeſy cheareth and refreſheth the E 
 ©£© ſob], chanting things rare and various, and full of 

& yiciflitudes. 50 as poelſy ferveth and conferreth ſir 
« to deleRation, magnanimity and morality; and C0 
< therefore it may ſeem deſervedly to have ſome par- me 
<& ticipation of divineneſs, becauſe it doth raiſe the to 
<« mind, and exalt- the ſpirit with high raptures, by thi 
< proportioning the ſhews of . things to the deſires of 1NC 
<« the 'mind, and not ſubmitting the mind to things der 
< as reaſon and hiſtory;do.,. And by theſe allurements ſou 
& and congruities, whereby it ;cheriſheth the ſoul of fan 
© man, joined alſo with conſort of muſick, whereby ver! 
&« jt may more ſweetly inſinuate itſelf ; it hath won Ps 
< ſuch acceſs, that it hath been in eſtimation even in. ws 
*% rude times, and barbarous nations, when our learn» ics 
< ing ſtood excluded. | | ev , 
BuT'there is nothing which - favours and -falls*in hey 
with this natural greatneſs and dignity of human na-' PE Fe 
ture ſo much -as religion, which does not.only pro- . 4 
miſe the entire refinement of the mind, but the glort- = Wo 
fying of the body, and the immortality of both. W 1crio! 
| | rſh gagin 
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The Efficacy of Poetry upon the Mind, 
 [Tatler, N* g8.] 


friend, fell into diſcourle with me this evening, 
upon the force and efficacy which the writings of good 
poets have on the minds of their intelligent readers, 
and recommended tome his ſenſe of the matter, thrown 
together in the following manner, which he deſired me 
| to-communicate to the youth of Great Britain in my 
Eſſays; which I chuſe to do in his own words. 

I HAVE always been of opinſon (ſays he) that virtue 
ſinks deepeſt into the heart of man, when it comes re- 
commended by the powerful charms of poetry. The 
molt active principle in our mind 1s the imagination : 
to it a good poet makes his court perpetually, and by 
this faculty takes care to gain it firit, Our paſſions and 
inclinations come over next; and our reaſon ſurren- 
ders itfelf with pleaſure, in the end. Thus the whole 
ſoul is inſenſibly betrayed into morality, by bribing the 
fancy with beautiful and agreeable images of thoſe _ 
very things, that in the books of the philoſophers ap- 
pear auſtere, and have at the beſt but a kind of for- 
bidding aſpet. In a word, the poets do, as it were, 
ſtrew the rough paths of virtue ſo full of flowers, - that 
we are not ſenſible of the uneafineſs of them, and ima- 
pine ourſelves in the midſt of pleaſures, and the moſt 

ewitching allurements, at the time we are making a 
progreſs in the ſevereſt duties of life. 4 
= ALL men agree, that licentious poems do of all wri- 

| tings ſooneſt corrupt the heart : and why ſhould we 

W 19t be as univerſally perſwaded, that the erave-and 

"In ſerious performances of ſuch as write in the moſt en- 
= 22ging manner, by a kind of divine impulſe; muſt be 
the moſt effeftual perſwaſives to goodneſs! If therefore 

| were bleſſed with a Son, in order to the forming of 

314 his MANNCers, (which 1s making him truly my ſon) Il 

> N 2 ſhould 


"= A N ingenious and worthy gentleman, my ancient 
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ſhould be continually putting into his hand ſome fine 
| poet. The graceful ſentences, and the manly ſenti- 
ments fo frequently to be met with in every great and 
ſublime writer, are, in my judgment, the moſt erna- 
mental and valuable furniture that can be for a young 
e:ntleman's head ; methinks they ſhew like ſo much 
rich embroidery upon the brain. Let me add to this 
that humanity and tenderneſs, (without which there 
can be no true greatneſs in the mind) are inſpired by 
the muſes in ſuch pathetical language, that all we find 
in'proſe authors, towards the raiſing and improving of 
theſe paſſions, is in compariſon but cold, or lukewarm, 
at the beſt. "There 1s beſides a certain elevation of ſoul, 
a fedate magnanimity, and a noble turn of virtue, that 
diſtinguiſhes the hero from the plain, honeſt man, to 
which verſe can only raiſe us. "The bold metaphors 
and ſounding numbers, peculiar to the poets, rouze 
up all our fleeping faculties, and alarm the whole 
powers of the ſoul,'much like that excellent trumpeter 


mentioned by H/7rgil : 


— Dus non praſtantior alter 
{Ere ciere Viras, Martemgue accendere Cantu. 


 T FELL into this train of thinking this evening, up- 
on reading a paſlage in a Maſk writ by {:lton, where 
wo brothers are introduced ſeeking after their fiſter, 
whom they had loſt in a dark night and thick wood. 
One of the brothers is apprehenſive leſt the wandering 
virgin ſhould be overpowered with fears through the 
 »darkneſs and loneneſs of the time and place. This 
'gives the other occaſion to make the following reflec- 
tions, which, as I read them, made me forget my ag*; i 
and renewed in.me the warm deſires after virtue, 10 
natural to uncorrupted youth, 


1 do net think my ſiſter ſo to ſeek 

Or /o whourad 0 Dont book, 

And the feveet peace that goodneſs boſoms ever, 
As that the ſingle want of light and noiſe [Ne 
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Wat being in danger, as T truſt ſhe 1s not ) 

Cu ir the conflans mood of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into miſbecoming plight. 

Virtue could ſee to do what virtue would, 

By her own radiant light, yo and moon 
I/ere in the flat ſea ſunk. And wiſdom's ſelf 
Oft ſeeks to ſweet retired ſolitude : : 

I/here, with her beft nurſe, comtemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 
That in the various buſtle of reſort t 
I/ere all too ruffled, and ſometimes impair'd : 
' He that has light within his own clear breaſt, 
May fit i th' center, and enjoy bright day : 

But he that hides a dark ſoul and feul thoughts, 
Benighted walks under the mid-day ſun 

Himſelf 1s his own dungeons 
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Praiſe and Blame to be regarded only as relating to 
Th "Tt 


atler, N? g2.] | 


" 
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I KNOW no manner of ſpeaking ſo offenſive as that 


of giving praiſe, and cloſing it with an exception; . 
which proceeds (where men do not do it to introduce 
malice, and make calumny more effetual) from the 


common error of conſidering man as a perfect creature. 


But if we rightly examine things, we ſhall find, that 
there is a ſort of ceconomy in providence, that one 
ſhall excel where another is defe&tive, in order to make 
men more uſeful to each other, and mix them in, ſo- 
ciety. This man having this talent, and that man an- 
other, is as neceſſary in converſation, as one profeſ- 


fingonetrade, and another another, is beneficial in com- 


merce. The happieſt climate does not produce all 
things; and it was fo ordered, that one part of the 
earth ſhould want the-product of another, for uniting 
mankind in a general correſpondence and good under- 
Kanding. It is therefore woe of good ſenſe as well as 


3 good 


-o THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 


good nature, to ſay, Smplicius has a better judgment, 
but not ſo much wit as Latvs; for that theſe have not 
each other's capacities, is no more a diminution to 
Eicher, than if you ſhould ſay, Szmplicivs is not Latius, 
or Latius not S:mpiictius, The heathen world had ſo 
little notion that perfection was to beexpected amongſt 
men, that among them any one quality or endowment 
in an heroic degree made a god. Hercules had ftrength; 
but it was never objected to him that he wanted wit, 
Apalls preſided over wit, and it was never aſked whe- 
ther he had ſtrength. We hear no exceptions againſt 
the beauty of Adinerva, or the wiſdom of Yenis. 
Theſe wiſe heathens were glad to immortalize any one 
ſerviceable gift, and overlook all imperfections in the 
perſon who had it: but with us it 1s far otherwiſe, 
for we reject many eminent virtues, if they are ac- 
companied with one apparent weakneſs, The reflec- 
ting after this manner, made me account for the 
4 {trange delight men take in reading lampoons and ſcan- 
da}, with which the age abounds, and of which I re- 
ceive frequent complaints. Upon mature conſidera- 
tion, I find it is principally for this reaſon, that the 
workt of mankind, the libellers, receive ſo much en- 
couragement in the world. The low race of men 
take a ſecret pleaſure in finding an eminent character 
levelled to their condition by a report of its defects, 
and keep themſelves in countenance, though they are 
excelled in a thouſand virtues, if they believe they 
have in common with a great perſon any one fault. 
The libeller falls in with this humour, and gratihes 
this baſeneſs of temper, which is naturally an enemy 
to extraordinary merit, It is from this, that libel and 
ſatire are promiſcuouſlly joined together in the notions 
of the vulgar, though the ſatirift and libeller difter 
as much as the magiſtrate and the murderer. In the 
conſideration of human life, the fatiriſt never falls 
upon perſons who are not glaringly faulty, and the 
libe:ler on none but who are conſpicuouſly com- 
mendable. Were Itoexpoſe any vice ina good or great 
man, it ſhould certainly be by correcting it in ſome 


one whers that crime was the moſt diſtinguiſhing part 
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of en "* Whet roger orabery otherwiſe, 
ey rn gerarar edi b ; lacing men of merit 
the vicious are kept 1n credit, Dy'P Tt | . 
:n the ſame accuſation. But all the paſquils, OT 
and libels, we meet with now a bays eG uv 
playing with the four and twenty letters, 
and characters, without ſenſe, 
ing them into_ names anc 5 prop 
truth or wit. In this caſe, I am in ene ay a 
know whom they mean, and ſhould | pits” I oy Fen 
thoſe they abuſe, 'if ' did not ſee we Ju non wn 
ingenuity in thoſe they commend. Us 1s t vr 
way of examining a libel ; and when apt o_ ider, 
that no one man living thinks the better of their heroes 
and patrons for the panegyrick given them, none can 
think themſelves leſfened by their inveCtive. The hero 
or patron in a libel, is but a ſcavenger to carry off the 
dirt, and by that very employment 1s the filthieſt crea- 
ture in the ſtreet. Dedications and panegyricks are 
frequently ridiculous, let them be addreſſed where they 
will; but at the front, or in the body of a libel, to 
commend a man, is ſaying to the perſons applauded, 
** My lord, or Sir, I have pulled down all men that 
< the reſt of the world think great and honourable, 
© and here is a clear ſtage; you may as you pleaſe be 
© valiant or wiſe; you may chooſe to be on the mili- 
<< tary orcivil liſt ; for there is no one brave who com- 
3 ** mands, or juſt who has power: You may rule the 
; © world now it is empty, which exploded you when it 
0 ** was full : I have knocked out the brains of all 
= © whom mankind thought good for any thing ; and I 
= * doubt not, but you will reward that invention, 


4 ** which found out the only expedient to make your 
E ** lordſhip, or your worſhip, of any conſideration.” 
== Hapl the honour tobe ina libel, and had eſca- 


ped the approbation of the author, I ſhould look upon 
3 it exactly in this manner,” But tho! it is a thing thus 
E perfectly indifferent, who is exalted or debaſed in ſuch 
= performances, yet it is not ſo with relation to the au- 
thots of them ; therefore I ſhall, for the good of my 
= country, hereafter take upon me to puniſh theſe 
: wretches, What is already paſſed, may die away ac- 
| N 4 _ cording 


"a 
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cording to its nature, and continue in its preſent oh. 
livion ; but for the future, -I:ſhall take notice of ſuck 
enemies to honour and virtue, and preſerve them to 
mmmortal infamy : their names ſhall give freſh offence 
many ages hence, and be deteſted a thouſand years af. 
ter the commiſſion of their crime, It ſhall not avail, 
that theſe children of infamy publiſh their works under 
_ feigned names, or under;none at all; for 1am; fo per- 
fectly well acquainted with theſtyles of all my contem- 
poraries, that I-;ſhall not fail of doing them juſtice, 
with their proper names, and at their full length. Let 
therefore theſe miſcreants enjoy their preſent a& of 
oblivion, and take care how 'they offend hereafter. - 

BUT to avett our eyes from ſuch-objes, it is me- 
thinks but requihte to ſettle' our opinion! in the coſe of 
Praiſe and blame: and I believe, the only true way to 
cure that ſenſibility of reproach, which is a common 
weakneſs with-the molt virtuous men, is to fix their 
regard hrmly upon only what 4s ſtrictly 'true, in rela- 
tion to their advantage, as well-as diminution. For if 
] am pleaſed with commendation which. I do not de- 
ſerve, I ſhall from the ſame temper be concerned at 
ſcandal I do not deſerve. But he that can think of falſe 
applauſe with as mych contempt. as falſe detraction, 


- will certainly be prepared for all adventures, and will 


become all occaſions. - Undeſerved praiſe can pleaſe 
_ only thoſe who want merit, and undeſerved reproach 
frighten only thoſe who want ſincerity. I have thought 
of this with ſo much attention, that I fancy there can 
be no other method in nature found for the cure of that 
delicacy, which gives good men pain under calumny, 
but placing ſatisfaRtion no where but in a juſt ſenſe of 
their own integrity, without regard to the opinion of 
others. If we have not ſuch a foundation as this, there 
is no help againſt ſcandal, but being 'in obſcurity, 

which to noble minds is not being at all. The truth of 
it is, this love of praiſe dwells moſt in great and heroic 
Jvirits; and thoſe who beſt deſerve it, have generally 
the moſt exquiſite reliſh of .it. Methinks I ſee the re- 
nowned Alexander, after a painful and laborious marci, 


amidſt the heats of a parched ſoil and a burniog wh 
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mate, ſitting over the head of a fountain, and after a 
draught of water pronounce that memorable ſaying, 
Oh Athenians ! how much do I ſuffer that you may 
ſpeak well of me? The Athenians were at that time 
the learned of the world, and their libels againſt Aex- 
ander were written as he was a profeſſed enemy of 
their fate : but how monſtrous would ſuch invectives 
have appeared in Macedonians. - | 
As love of reputation is a darling paſſion in great 
men, ſo the defence of them in this particular 1s the 
buſineſs of every man of honour and honeſty. We 
ſhould run on ſuch an occaſion (as if a publick build- 
ing was on fire) to their relief; and all who. fpread or 
phat ſuch deteſtable pieces as traduce their merit, 
ould be uſed like incendiaries. It is the common 
cauſe of our country to ſupport the reputation of thoſe 
who preſerve it againſt invaders; and every man 1s 
attacked in the perſon of that neighbour who deſerves 


well of him. 
$900000000009005009000 


On the Uſe of foctal Frick between Perſons 2 
_ different Ages and Profeſſions. nnd 


[Connoifleur, N* 78. ] 


To Mr. TOTP N. 


9d IR, | 
McNCLHING is more neceſſary, in order to 


Ee wear off any particularities in our - behaviour 
= ©7.t0 root out any perverſeneſs in our opinions, than 
: Ing with perfons of ages and occupations differert 
: _ our own. Whoſoever confines himſelf entirely 
9 the ſociety of thoſe who are engaged in the ſame 
purſuits, and whoſe thoughts naturally take the ſame 
Wn with his own, pda a certain ſtiffneſs. and 

5 pedantry 


*. 
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Pedantry of behaviour, which is ſure to make him dif. 
agreeable, except in one particular ſet of company, 
Inſtead of cramping the mind by keeping it within { 
narrow a circle, we ſhould endeavour to enlarge it by 
every worthy notion and accompliſhment ; and tem- 
per each qualification with it's oppoſite, as the four 
elements are compounded in our natural frame. 

. THE necelſlity of this free converſation, to open and 
improve the mind, is evident from the conſequences, 
which always follow a neglect of it. The employment 
each man is engaged in, wholly engroſſes his attention, 
and tinges the mind with a peculiar die, which ſhews 
itſelf in all the operations of it, unleſs prevented by 
natural good ſenle or a liberal education. The phyſi- 
cian, the lawyer, and the tradeſman will appear in 
company, though none of thoſe occupations are the 
ſubje& of diſcourſe; and the clergymen will grow 
moroſe and ſevere, who ſeldom or never converſes 
with the laity, If no particular profeſſion has this 
influence over us, ſome darling paffion or amuſement 
gives a colour to our thoughts and actions, and makes 
us odious or at leaſt ridiculous. Fine ladies for in- 
ſtance, by deſpiſing the converſation of ſenſible men, 
can taſk of nothing but routs, ' balls, afſemblies, 
birth-day ſuits, and intrigues ;z and fine gentlemen, 
for the ſame reaſon, of almoſt nothing at all. In like 
manner the furious partizan, who has not been weaned 


from a mad attachment to particular principles, 1s weak 


enough to imagine every man of a different way of 
thinking a fool and a ſcoundrel; and the ſeQary or 
zealot devotes to eternal damnation all thoſe, who 
will not go to heaven in the ſame road with himſelf, 
under the guidance of eur quay IYefley or Count Zin- 
Zendorff, To the ſame cauſe we owe the rough coun- 
try ſquire, whoſe ideas are wholly bent on guns, dogs, 
horſes, and game; and who has every thing about 
him of a piece with his diverſions, His hall muſt be 
adorned with ſtags heads, inſtead of buſts and ſta- 
tues; and in the room of family pictures, you will 


ſec prints of the moſt famous ſtallions and race-horſes: 


a'l bis doors open and-ſhut with foxes feet ; and "_ 
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\-« of his cloaths are impreſſed with the 
the es el by ſtags, .and hocfes, To this 
figures of dogs, foxes,. tags, . 
abſurd pradtice of cultivating only one ſet of ideas 
and ſhutting ourſelves out from any intercourſe with 
the reſt of the world, is owing that narrowneſs of 
mind, which has infeted the converſation of the po- 
lite world with infipidity, made roughneſs and bruta- 
lity the characteriſtics of a mere country gentleman, 
and produced the moſt fatal conſequences in politics 
and religion. ; ; 

Bur if this commerce with the generillity of man- 
kind is ſo neceffary to remove any impreſſions, which . 
we may be liable to receive from any particular em- 
ployment or darling amuſement, what precautions 
ought to be uſed, in order to remedy the inconvent- 
encies naturally brought on us by the different ages 
of life ! It is not certain that a perſon will be enga- 

ed in any profeſſion, or given up to any peculiar 
Lind of pleaſure ; but the mind of every man 1s ſub= 
jeCt to the inclinations arifing from the ſeveral ſtages 
of his exiſtence, as well as his body to chronical dif- 
tempers. This, indeed, Mr. Town, 1s the principal 
cauſe of my writing to you : for it has often given me 
great concern to ſee the preſent diviſion between the 
young and the old; to obſerve elderly men forming 
themſelves into clubs and focieties, that they may be 
more ſecurely ſeparated from youth ; and to fee young 
men running into diffipation and debauchery, rather 
than affociate with age, If each party would labour 
to conform to the other, from ſuch a coalition many 
advantages would accrue to both. Our youth would 
be inſtructed by the experience of age, and loſe much 
of that levity, which they retain too long : while at 
the ſame time the wrinkled brow of the aged would 
pe {imoothed by the ſprightly chearfulneſs of youth ; 
by which they might ſupply the want of ſpirits, for» 
o2t the loſs of old friends, and bear with eaſe all their 
worldly misfortunes. It is remarkable, that thoſe 
oung men are the moſt worthy and ſenſible, who have 
PT UP any intercourſe with the old ; and that thoſe 
0! men are of the moſt chearful and amiable diſpoſi» 
| N 6 5 tlon, 
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tion, who have not been aſhamed to converſe wit, MW 


the young. 
I wILL not pretend to decide, which 'party is moſt 


"blameable in neglecting this neceſſary commerce with 
each other ; which, if. properly managed, would be at | 


once ſo benehicial and delightful : but it undoubtedly 
ariſes from a certain ſelfiſhneſs and obſtinacy in both, 
which will not ſuffer them to make a mutual allowance 
For the natural difference of their diſpoſitions. Their 
inclinations are, indeed, as different as their years; 
yet each expects the other to comply, though neither 
will make any advances. How rarely do we ſee the 
leaſt degree of ſociety preſerved between a father and 


' a ſon ! a ſhocking reflection, when we conſider that 


nature has endeavoured to unite them by parental af- 
feftion on one fide, and filial gratitude on the other, 
Yet a father and ſon as ſeldom live together with 
any tolerable harmony, as an huſband and wife; and 


chiefly for the ſame reaſon : for though they are both | ; 


Joined under the ſame yoke, yet they are each tugging 
different ways. A father might as well expect his 
ſon to be as gouty and infirm as himſelf, as to have 
the diſpoſition which he has contracted from age; and 
a ſon might as reaſonably defire the vigour and viva- 
city of five and-twenty, as his own love of gaiety and 
diverſions, in his father. It is therefore evident, that 
a mutual endeavour to conform to each. other 15 ab- 
folutely requiſite to keep together the.cement of na- 
tural affetion, which an untractable ſtubbornnels 
ſo frequently diſſolves; or at leaft, if it does not dit- 
turb the afeQion; it conſtantly deſtroys the ſociety 


| between father and ſon... 


' Tris unhappy and unnatural diviſton is often the 
ſubje& of complaint in perſons of both ages ; but is 
ſtill unremedied, becauſe neither reflect on the cauſe 


whence it proceeds. Old men are perpetually com- 


menting on the extreme levity of the times, and blam- 
ing the young, becauſe they do not admire and coutt 
their company, which, indeed, is no wonder, ſince 


- theygencrally treat their youthful companions as mere 


children, and expect ſuch a {laviſh deterence to than 
FT h hs years, 
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. as deſtroys that equality by which chearfulneſs 
Ve Pciety ſub iſts. Young men do notlike to be chid 
by a proverb, or reproved by a wrinkle : but though 
they do not chuſe to be corrected by their grave ſeniors 
like ſchool-boys, they would be proud to conſult them 
as friends ; which the injudicious ſeverity of old age 
ſeldom will permit, not deigning to indulge them with 
ſo vreat a degree of freedom and familiarity. Youth, 
on the other hand, ſhun the company of age, com- 
plaining of the ſmall regard and reſpect paid to them, 
though they often act with ſo little reſerve and fuch 
unbecoming confidence, as not to deſerve it. Suppoſe 
the old were pleaſed with the natural flow of ſpirits 
and lively converſation of youth, ſtil! : ſome” reſpect 
may be challenged as due to them; nor ſhould the 
decency and ſobriety of their characters ever. be in- 
ſulted by any improper or immodeſt converſation. 
I AM an old man myfelf, Mr. Town, and I have an 
only boy, whoſe behaviour to me is unexceptionable: 
- permit me, therefore, to dwell. a moment longer on 
my favourite ſubje&t, and. I will conclude. With 
what harmony might all parents and children live to- 
gether, if the father would ſtrive to ſoften the rigour 
of age, and remember that his fon muſt naturally 
polleſs thoſe qualities, which ever accompany youth ; 
_ and if the ſon would in return endeavour to ſuit him- 
ſelf to thoſe infirmities, which his father received 
from old age! If they would reciprocally ſtudy to 
be agreeable to each other, the father would inſenſ{ib! 
ſubſtitute affeion in the room ef authority, and loſe 
the churliſh ſeverity and peeviſhneſs incident to his 
years: while the ſon would curb the unbecoming 
impetuoſity of his youth, change his relutance to 
obey into a conſtant attention to pleaſe, and remit 
much of his ex:reme gaiety in conformity to the gra= 
vity of his father. Wher. ver ſuch a turn of mind 
1s encouraged, there mult be happineſs and agreeable 
fociety : and the contrary qualities of youth and 
e, thus blended, compole the ſureſt cement of affec- 
tion ; as colours of the moſt oppoſite tints, by a ſkilful 
| | mixture, 
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mixture, each giving and receiving certain ſhades. will 
form a picture, the moſt heightened and ay Pr 
| it's colouring. 'I am, Sir, os 
Nour moft humble Servant, 


41 JOHN BEVIL 
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Letter of Advice to a YounG ACADEMIC, | 
{Connoiſſeur, N*® 82,] 


a Re - ed —þ 


DEAR SIR, F ts 6 
S you are now going to the Univerſity, T would 
not be thought to pay ſo ill a compliment to 
your own natural good ſenſe, as to ſuppoſe, that you 
will not (like many young gentlemen of fortune) in 
ſome meaſure apply yourſelt to ſtudy : otherwiſe the 
time you ſpend there will' be entirely loſt; for (as 
$weft very juſtly remarks) ** all ornamental parts of 
< education are better taught in other places.” At 
the ſame time I do not mean, that you ſhould com- 
 mence Pedant, and be continually poring on a book; 
fince that will rather puzzle, than inform the under- 
ſtanding. And though I know many fprightly young 
gentlemen of lively and quick parts affe&t to deſpiſe it 
altogether, it will be neceffary to learn ſomething of 
T.ogic; I mean in the ſame 'manner one would learn 
Fencing—not to attack others, but to defend one's 
felf. In a word, you will find it a great unhappineſs 
- when you return hither, if you do not bring with you 
ſome taſte for reading : for a mere country gentleman, 
who can find no ſociety in books, will have little elſe 
to do, beſides following his ſports, but to fit, as ſquire_ 
of. the company, tippling among 'a parcel of idle 
wretches, whoſe underſtandings are nearly on a level 
with his dogs and hortes, | 
IT has been an eſtabliſhed maxim, that the world 
will always form an opinion of perſons Oy to 
the company they are known to keep. In the Uni- 
_ verhity, 
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| as well as in other places, there are people, 
Tenge ought to avoid, as we would the plague : 
and as it is of the utmoſt conſequence, whether you 
plunge at once into extravagance and ty ron * 
ſink gradually into indolence and ſtupidity, A 
point out ſome of theſe peſts of ſociety in as few words 
ible, : : 
'T Jos frſt perſon I would caution you againſt, is the 
wretch that takes a delight to turn religion into ridi- 
cule :. one who employs that ſpeech, which was given 
him by God to celebrate his praiſe, in queſtioning 
his very being. This, as it is impious 1n itſelf, is 
Lkewiſe the height of ill-manners. It is hoped, there 
are but few of them to be met with in a place of ſound 
doEtrine and religious education : but wherever they 
are, they ought to be avoided as much as poſſible ; 
and if they will force themſelves into our company, 
they ſhould be uſed with the ſame contempt, with 
which they have the hardineſs td treat their Maker. 
And this, I can aſſure you, may be done ſafely : for 
I never knew any body who pretended to be above the 
fear of Gop, but was under the moſt terrible appre- 
henſ{16ns, whenever attacked by man. | 
'TrEx next character, whom I would adviſe you to 
ſhun, is the GAMESTER, in ſome reſpeRs not unlike 
the former. The gaming-table is his ſhrine, and for- 
tune his deity; nor does he ever ſpeak or think of any 
other, unleſs by way of blaſphemy, oaths and curſes, 
when he has had a bad run at cards or dice. He has 
not the leaſt notion of friendſhip ; but would ruinh's 
own brother, if it might be of any advantage to him- 
felf, He, indeed, profefſes himſelf your friend ; but 
that is only with a deſign to draw you in: for his trade 
15 inconſiſtent with the principles of honour or juſtice, 
without which there can be no real friendſhip. Tt 
ſhould, therefore, be the care of every gentleman, not 
to hold any commerce with ſuch people, whoſe acquain- 
tance he cannot enjoy, without giving up his i "094 
THE next perſon, whom we ought to beware of, is 
a2 LYRUNKARD; one that takes an unaccountable 
Picaſure in ſapping his conſtitution, and drowning his 
F underſtand. 
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underſtanding. He conſtantly goes ſenſeleſs tobed, and 
. Tiſes maukiſh in the morning; nor can he be eaſy in 
| body or mind, 'till he has renewed his doſe, and again 
put himſelf beyond the reach of reflection. I would 
therefore, entreat you by all means to avoid an habit. 
' which will at once ruin your health, and impair your 
IntelleAs, Tt is a misfortune, that ſociety ſhould he 
eſteemed dull and infipid without the affiſtance of the 
bottle to enliven it : ſo that a man cannot entirely re- 
frain from his glaſs, if he keeps any company at all, 
But let it be remembered, that in drinking, as well as 
_ In talking, we ought always to ** keep a watch over 
.*© the doors of our lips.” 

A LowNGER is a creature, that you will often fee 
Jolling in a coffee houſe, or ſauntering about the ſtreets, 
with great calmneſs, and a moſt inflexible ſtupidity in 


_ . his countenance. He takes as much pains as the Sot, 


_ tofly from his own thoughts ; and is atlength happily 
"arrived at the higheſt pitch of indolence both in mind 

and body. He would be as inoffentive, as he is dull, 
if it were not that his idleneſs is contagious ; for, like 
the torpedo, he is ſure to benumb and take away all 
ſenſe of feeling from every one, with whom he hap- 
pens to come in contact. 

IT were alſo beſt to forbear the company of a 
WRANGLER, ora perſon of a litigious temper. This 
. fometimes ariſes, not from any great ſhare of ill-na- 
ture, but from a vain pride of ſhewing one's parts, or 
ſkill in argumentation. It is frequently oblorved of 
' young Academics 1n particular, that they are very apt 
impertinently to engage people in a diſpute, whether 
they wili or not. But this is contrary to all the rules 
of g00d-breeding, and is never practiſed by any man 
of ſenſe. that has ſeen much of the world. have 
ſometimes known a perſon of great ſaucineſs and vo- 
lubility of expreſſion, confuted by the Argumentumn 
Baculinum, and both his head and his ſy]Iogiſm broken 
at the ſame time. | : 

I NEED not point out to you the profligate RAKE or 
the affected Coxcoms., as perſons from whoſe company 
you can reap no ſort of benefit. From the firſt the good 


principles, already inſtilled into you, willdoubtlels 4 
| | 1esv 
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1: and I am ſure you have too much real 
"4 on to deſpiſe the abſurd fopperies of the latter, 
Noted LYARS are no leſs to be avoided, as the com- 
mon peſts of ſociety. They are often of a miſchievous 
diſpofition, and by their calumnies and falſe ſuggeſti- 
ons take a pleaſure in ſetting the moſt intimate friends 
at variance. But.if they only deal in harmleſs and im- 
probable lies, their acquaintance muſt frequently be 
out-of countenance for them ; and if we ſhould ven- 
ture to repeat after them, I am ſure it is the way to be 
out of countenance for-ourſelves. 

BuT above all I muſt adviſe you never to engage, at 


leaſt not with any degree of violence, m any VARTY. 


FF 4 +: « 3 ® 


have with honour and prudence, you will be regarded 
and courted by all parties ; but-if otherwiſe, you will 
certainly be deſpiſed by all, Perhaps indeed, if you 
ſhould hereafter engage in elections, and ſpend your 
own money to ſupport another's cauſe, the perſon, in 
whoſe intereſt you are, may ſhake you by the hand, 
and ſwear you are a-very honeſt - gentleman: juſt as 
butchers treat their bull dogs, who Ditio their mouths, 
clap them on the back, and then halloo them on to be 
toſled and torn by the horns of their antagoniſt. 
AFTER having guarded you againſt the evil influence 
of your own ſex, I cannot conclude without throwin 
in a word or two concerning the Ladies, But that 
may not be thought unmannerly to the fair, I ſhall 
vs over their faults ; only hoping, that their excel 
encles will not tempt you to precipitate a match with 
one much your inferior in birth and fortune, though 
©, endowed with every accompliſhment requiſite? to 
_ © make the marriage ſtate happy.” In theſe haſty and 
unequal matches it ſometimes happens, that mutual 
= love gives way tomutual reproaches. We may perhaps 
= toolate repent of our bargain: and though Fpentanes 
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be an excellent viſiting friend, when ſhe remindsus of 
our paſt miſcarriages, and preſcribes rules how to ayoil 


them for the future, yet ſhe is a moſt troubteſome com. 
panion, when fixed upon us for life. 


I am, dear Sir, 
Your ſincere friend, &c. 


4 H. A, 
WEEEESEEEDKSEREEESSESEESELESSEEESL9 
On TASTE. [ World, N? 65] 


- To Mr. Firz-ADAm. 
5 IR, | ENS TSS 
| LL the faſhionable part of mankind ſet out with 
| the ambition of being thought men of TasTE, 
THis is the preſent uniyerſal paſſion : but the miſ- 
fortune is, that like ſportſmen, who loſe their hate, 
and ſtart coneys which lead them over warrens, where 
their horſes break their legs, and fling their riders ; ſo 
in the affair of TASTE, we frequently ſee men follow- 
ing ſome falſe ſcent, with the ſame ardour that they 
would have purſued the proper obje of a chace, and 
with much greater inconveniencies. we 
' OF all the various ſubjets that have yet exerciſed 
the geniuſles of modern writers, that of TASTE has ap- 
peared to be the moſt difficult to treat ; becauſe almoſt 
all of them have loſt themſelves in endeayouring to 
trace its ſource, They have generally indeed referred 
us for its origin to the polite and imitative arts; where- 
as thoſe are rather- its offspring, than its parents, Pet- 
haps their miſtakes in the treating this delicate ſubjet 
may have ariſen from the great reſemblance which 
FALSE TASTE bears to TRUE, which haſty and inac- 
curate obſervers will find as difficult to Jiftin uiſh, as 
to diſcern Pinchbeck's metal from genuine gold at the 
firſt tranſient glance. To the end therefore that ihe 
ideas of our fine gentlemen may be ſomewhat more 
preciſely adjuſted upon this impdttant article, 1 my 
ron | yen 
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WW cnture to. aſſert, that the firſt thing neceſſary for 
W thoſe who wiſh to acquire a TRUE TASTE, 15, to pre- 
W pare their minds by an early purſuit and love of moral 
W order, propriety, and all the rational beauties of a juſt 
= and mel regulated conduct. EFT 6 
i; TRUE TASTE, like good breeding in behaviour 
W {cms to be the eaſieſt thing in nature to attain ; but 
W yet, where it does not grow ſpontaneouſly, it1s a plant 
W of all others the moſt difficult to cultivate. It muſt be 
W fown upon a bed of virgin-ſenſe, and kept perfectly 
Ws clcan of every weed that may prevent or retard its 
W growth. It was long erroneouſly thought to be an exo- 
tic: but experience has convinced us that it will bear 
the cold of our moſt northern.provinces. I could pro- 
S duce inſtances to confirm this aſſertion, from almoſt 
every county of Great Britain and Treland. 

THz folly is, that every man thinks himſelf capable 
of arriving at -perfeCtion in this divine accompliſh- 
ment: but nature hath not diſpenſed her gifts in ſuch 
Ws profuſion. There is but one ſun to illuminate our 
We carth, while the ſtars that twinkle with inferior luſtre 
Ws arc innumerable. "Thus thoſe great geniuſles that are 
the perfet models of TRUE TASTE, are extremely 
rare, while thouſands daily expoſe themſelves to ruin 
and ridicule by vain and aukward imitations. . 
= PERHAPS toarrive at TASTE, in one ſingle branch 
Ws of police refinement, might not be altogether ſo fruit- 
WT 1-is an ambition : but the abſurdity is to aim at univer- 
ſal TASTE. Now this will beſt appear by obſerving 
what numbers miſcarry even in the moſt confined pur- 
We {uit of this difficult accompliſhment. One ſeeks this 
W coy miſtreſs in books and ſtudy ; others purſue her 
Wy through France, through [taly, nay, through Spain ; 

and after all their labours, we have frequently ſeen 
W them ridiculouſly embracing pedantry and fopper 
as with th y 3 nt 4 
# the raptures due alone to TASTE. Thus it hap- 
pena with many deluded travellers in the fields of gal- 
wy the bh who enjoy fancied familiarities with women of 
WE nit rank, whoſe names and titles ſtrumpets have 


F ag deceive the vain, the ignorant, and the un- 
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IT is thought the Bona Dea of the Romans, was ng 
thing more than the goddeſs of TASTE. Ladies alot 
were admitted into her myſteries. The naturai inde. 
Jicacy indeed of the ſtronger ſex ſeems to countenancy 
this opinion ; women in general] having finer and more 
exquiſite ſenſations than men ; and it is a thorough 
acquaintancewith the virtues and charms of that moſt 
amiable part of our ſpecies which conſtitutes the moſt 
eflential quality of a man of TASTE. Who indeed 


ever knew a mere ſoldier, a mere politician, a mere 


ſcholar to be a man of TASTE ? 


WERE we toere& a temple to TASTE, every sc1- | 
ENCE ſhould furniſh a pillar, every viRTus ſhould (in 


there have analtar, and the three 6RACEs ſhould hold 
the high-prieſthood in commiſſion. 

We: daily fee pretenders to this quality endeavyour- 
ing to diſplay itin a parade of dreſs and equipage ; but 
theſe, alas ! can only produce a beau. We ſee others 


ſet up for it amongſt cards and dice; but theſe can | 


create nothing better than a gameſter. Others in bro- 
thels, which only form a debauchee. Some have run 
for it at New- market ; ſome have drank for it at the 


 King's-arms ; the former, to their great ſurprize, have 
acquired only the title of good jockeys, the latter of 


jolly Bucks. There are many who aim atit 1n literary 
compoſitions, and gain at moſt the character of 1t- 
truding authors. | : 
HoweveR, this general. purſuit of TASTE has its 
uſes : thoſe numbers who go in queſt of it, where 1t1s 
never to be found, ſerve at leaſt as ſo many marks 


| that teach us to avoid ſteering the fame unſucceſsful 


courſe. | | 
THz plain truth of the matter is, a houſe filled with 
fine pictures, the ſideboard loaded with maſly plate, 
{ lendid equipage, with all the hey-dukes, pages 


to be called a man of. TASTE: they only bring ke 
them either anxiety or contempt to thoſe whoſe on 
and fortunes are not equal to ſuch oſtentation. I wi 


be bold toſay therefore, notwithſtanding ſome RED 


_ Ciſtaſte of themſe 
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peaders will doubtleſs look upon me as an unpoliſhed 


Br ]. that the beſt inſtance any man can give of his 
7 bene, is to ſhew that he has too much delicacy to 
Ws rcliſh any thing fo low and little, as the purchaſe of 


ſuperfluities at another's coſt, or with his own ruin. 


= A: leaſt, the placid fatisfattion of that man's heart, 
= who prudently meaſures his expences, and confines his. 


deſires within the circle of his annual revenue, begets 


that well-ordered diſpoſition of mind, without which 


it is impoſſible to merit the charaQter of a man of juſt 
Tefined TASTE. | | tg DW 

CERTAIN it is, that He beſt diſcovers the juſtneſs of 
his TASTE, who beſt knows how to purſue and ſecure 
the moſt ſolid and laſting happineſs. Now where ſhall 
we look for this, with ſo much probability of hnding it, 
asin temperance and tranquillity of mind, in ſocial and 
domeſtic enjoyments? Are not theſe the firſt and moſt 
eſſential objects of TASTE ? Certainly they are: and 
when a man has once acquired theſe, he may, if for- _ 
tune and nature have properly qualified him, launch 
out into a more extenſive compaſs, and diſplay his ge- 
nius in a larger circle, | 

BvurT it will be difficult, I fear, to perſuade thoſe 
young men of the preſent generation, who are ambiti- 
ous of eſtabliſhing a character for TAsTE, to advance 
towards it by ſo{low and regular a progreſſion. "They 
ſeem in genexal tobe poſlefled with a kindof EPic mad- 


\ neſs, and are for hurrying at once into the midſt of 


things. But perhaps you, Mr. Fizz- Adam, may be 
able, by reaſon or by ridicule, to call back their atten- 
tion to the previous ſteps ; to perſuade them to learn to 
walk, before they attempt to run ; to convince them, 
that profuſion in architecture, in gardening, in equi- 
page, in dreſs, &c. can ſerve no other purpoſe but to 
diſturb their imaginations, and to give them a general 

ves, and of every thing around them. 
IT is by no means, however, ſurpriſing that this 
character of TASTE ſhould be ſo univerſally ſought af- 


ter; as true TASTE 1s doubtleſs the higheſt point of 
pertecuon, at which human nature, in this her ſtate of 


fcailty, 
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frailty, can poſlibly arrive. A man endowed with this 
quality, poſtefles all his ſenſes in the manner beft ;. 
dapted to receive the impreſſion of every true pleaſure 
- which providence has ſcattered with a liberal hand for 
the delight of its creatures. There is nothing intrinſ. 
cally beautiful which does not furniſh him with perye. 
tual delight ; as every thing 1il]-faſhioned and deformed 
affects him with diſguſt and abhorrence. That is, in 
a word, the avenues of his mind are open only to thoſe 
enjoyments that bring with them the paſſports of truth 
and reaſon. 
© PHILALETHES 1s a man of TASTE, according to the 
notion I have here given of that quality. His condu4 
is influenc'd by ſentiment as well as by principle; and 
if he were ever ſo ſecure of ſecrecy and impunity, he 
would no more be capable of committing a low or a 
bafe action, than of admitting a vile performance into 
his noble collection of painting and ſculpture. His juſt 
taſte of the fine arts, and his exquiſite delicacy in moral 
conduct, are but one and the ſame ſenſe, exerting itſelf 
upon different objects; a love of beauty, order and pro- 
priety, extended to all their various intellectual and 
viſible exhibitions. Accordingly, Phzlalethes is con- 
filtent in every part of his character. You {ee the ſame 
elegant and noble ſimplicity, the ſame correct and ju- 
- dictous way of thinking, exprefledin his dreſs, his equiz 
page, his furniture, his gardens and his actions. _ 
' How different is A4:c:o from Philalethes ! Yet 17icra 
would be thought a man of TASTE. But the misfor- 
tune is, he has not a heart for it. I fay a heart, how- 
ever odd the expreſſion may found : for as a celebrated 
antient has defined an orator to be vz:r bonus dicend! pe- 
ritus, fo I muſt infiſt upon it, that a good heart 1s an 


eſſential ingredient to form a good TASTE. When 


ſee Micio, therefore, diffipating his health and ſtrength 
in lewd embraces and midnight revels ; when I ſee him 


throwing away over-night at the gaming-table, what 


he muſt refuſe the next morning to the juſt clamours of 


his injured tradeſmen ; I am not the leaſt ſurprized at. 


his trimmed trees, . his unnatural terrafſes, his French 
| vet" | treillages 


P 


_ 
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WW :-cilla7e, his Dutch parterres, his Chineſe bells, and his 
42 age. 
4 aug d ch every man cannot arrive at the per- 
c-&ion-of this quality, yet it may be neceſlary that he 
W ould be ſufficiently inſtructed, not tobe deceived in 
Ws his judgment concerning the claim of it 1n others. To 
WE thisend the few following queries may be applied with 
ſingular advantage, Is the pretender to TASTE proud? 
Is ke a coxcomb ? Is he a ſpendthrift? Is he a game-. 
ſer? Is he a ſlanderer ? Is he a.drunkard ? Is he a bad 
neighbour *-a ſham patriot? or a falſe friend ? By this 
W ſhort catechiſm every youth, even of the moſt ſlender. 
We capacity, may be capable of determining who is NoT 
a man of TASTE. Jam, &c. | 


Lt 
Oo FoTonoyotoforoLotoFortyeroboroPofoToref 
Proſperity and Adverſity. tn Allegory. - 

7 SD [World, Ne, 84.] 
POSPERITY and Adver/ity, the daughters. of 


Providence, were ſent to the houfe of a rich Phe- 
nician merchant, named Yelaſco, whoſe reſidence was. 
at Tyre, the capital-city of that kingdom. WR 
PROSPERITY, theeldeſt, was beautiful as the morn- 
ing, and chearful as the ſpring : but Adverſity was ſor-" 
rowful and ilI-favoured. | AK 
VELASCO had two ſons, Pelix and Urania, They 
were both bred to commerce, though liberally educat-_ 
ed,-and had lived together from their infancy in the 
ſtricteſt harmony and friendſhip. But love, before 
whom all the afteQtions of the ſoul are as the traces of 
a ſhip upon the ocean, which remain only for a mo- 
ment, threatened in an evil hour to ſet them at vari- 
ance; for both were become enamoured with the beau- 
| ties of Proſperity. The nymph, like one of the daugh= 
W <5 of men, gave encouragement to each by turns ; but. 
to avoid a particular declaration, ſhe avowed a reſfolu- 
fn never to marry, unleſs her ſiſter, from whom ſhe 
FE; Re aa Land ſaid: 


ms ———_— —_- — — — — 
. 


ly drawn ;z'and Proſper: 
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faid it was impoſlible for her to be long ſeparated, wa 
married at the ſame time. Ib: 332 

» VELASCo, who was no ſtranger to the paſſions of 
his ſons, and who dreaded every thing froni their vio. 
lence, to prevent conſequences, obliged: then! by his 
authority to decide their pretenſions by lots; each pre. 
viouſly engaging in a ſolemn oath to marry the nymph 
that ſhould fall tohis ſhare. The lots were according. 


erity became the wife of Fel, 
and Adver/ity of Urano. LI 1-8 37, 2434 
- SOON after the celebration of theſe nuptials Ve1:ſc 
died, having bequeathed to his 'eldeſt ſon #:/;x the 
houſe wherein he dwelt, ' together with the greateſt 


part of his large fortune and effects. 


- + 


_ . 'TrE huſband of Proſperity was fo tranſported with 


the gay G{ponnon and enchanting beauties of his bride, 
that he. cloathed her in gold and filver, and adorned 
her with jewels of ineſtimable value. He built a palace 


for her in'the woods ; he'tyrned rivers into his gardens, 
_ and, beautified their banks with temples and pavilions. 


He entertained at his table the nobles of the land, de- 
lighting their ears with .mulick, and their eyes with 
magnificence. But his kindred he beheld as ſtrangers, 
and the companions of his youth paſſed by him unre- 
garded. His brother. alſo became hateful in his fight, 
and in proceſs of time.he commanded the doors of his 
houſe to be ſhut againſt him, Ns, 
Bur as the ſtream flows from its chatinel and loſes 
itſelf among the vyallies, unleſs confined by banks ; fo 
alſo will the curretit of fortune be diffipated, unleſs 
bounded by ceconomy. In a few years the eſtate of 
Felix was waſted by extravagance, his merchandize 
failed him by neglect, and his effects were ſeized b 
the mercileſs hands of creditors. | He applied himſelf 
for ſupport to the nobles and great men whom he had 


| feaſted and made preſents to, but his voice was as the 


voi:e of a ſtranger, and they remembered not his face. 
*he friends whom he had negle&ed derided him 1n 
eir turn, his wife alſo inſulted him, and turned her 
back upon him and fled. , Yet was his heart fo be- 
itched with her ſorceries, that he purſued her with 

| | _  entreacy 
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entreaties, till by her haſte to abandon him, her maſk 


d diſcovered to him a face as withered and 
. parte Tac before it had appeared youthful and en- 


£E FIiar becameof him afterwards tradition does not 
relate with certainty. It is believed that he fled into 
Foyt, and lived precariouſly on the ſcanty benevolence 
* few friends, who had not totally deſerted him, 
and that he Gied in a ſhort time, wretched and an 
exile. | | ; 
"Lew us now return to Uranio, who, as we have al- 
ready obſerved, had been driven out of doors by his 
brother Felix. - Adver/ity, though hateful to his heart, 
and a ſpeare to his eyes, was the conftant attendant 
upon his ſteps: and to aggravate his ſorrow, he re- 
ceived certain intelligence that his richeſt veſiel was 
taken by a Sardinian pirate z that another was loſt up- 
on the Lybian Syrtes, and, to compleat all, that the 
banker with whomthe greateſt part of his ready money 
was entruſted, had deſerted his creditors and retired in- 
to Sicily. Collecting therefore the ſmall remains of his 
fortune, he bid adieu to Tyre, and, led by Adver/ety 
. through unfrequented roads; and foreſts overgrown 
with thickets, he came at laſt to a ſmall village at the 
foot of a mountain. Here they took up their abode 
for ſome time ;1and Adver/ity, in return for all the an- 


W xiety he had ſuffered, ſoſtening the ſeverity of her 


 Jooks, adminiſtred to him the moſt faithful counſel), 
weaning his heart from the immoderate love of eartnly 
things, and teaching him to revere the Gods, and to 
- place his whole truſt and happineſs in their govern- 
ment and prote&tion, She humanized his foul, made 
| him modett and humble, taught him to compaiſionate 
the diſtreſs of his fellow creatures, and inclined him 

to relieve them. : ih 
c * 1 aM ſent, ſaid ſhe, by the Gods to thoſe alone 
5 whom they love: for I not only train them up by 
., my ſevere diſcipline to future glory, but alſo prepate 
©, {nem to receive wi:h a greater reliſh all ſuch mods= 
;. fate enjoyments, as are not inconſiſtent with this 
probationary ſtate, As the ſpider, when aſſailed, 
| "ens 


200 THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 
<« ſeeks ſhelter in its inmoſt web, fo the'mind*which] 
© afflict, contracts its wandering thoughts, and flies 
'<E for happineſs to itſelf, It war! who raiſed the cha. 
« racters of Cato, Socrates and T:moleon to {5 divine: 
©© height, and ſet them up as guides and'examples to 
& every future age, Proſperity. 'my ſmiling, but trea- 
- © cherous ſiſter, too frequently delivers thoſe whim 
- £6 ſhe has ſeduced, to be ſcourged by her cruel follow. 
« -ers, Anguiſh and Deſparr : while Adver ſity never fails 
<< to lead thoſe who will be inſtructed by her to the 
© blisful habitations of Tranquility and Content.” 
* Ukanioliſtened to her words with great attention; 
. and as he looked earneſtly on her face, the'deformity 
_ of it ſeemed inſenſibly to decreaſe. 'By gentle degrees 
his averſion to her abated ; and at laſt, he. gaye himſelf 
* wholly up to her counſel and direction. She would 8 
_ often repeat to him the wiſe maxim of the philoſopher, 
© ©©. That thoſe who want the feweſt things, approach Il 
& neareſt to the Gods who want nothing ” She ad- 
© moniſhed him to. turn his eyes to the many thouſands 
' beneath him, inſtead of gazing bn the few who live in 
pomp and ſplendor ; and in his addrefles to the Gods, 
inſtead of aſking for riches and'popularity; to pray'for 
a virtuous mind,' a quiet ſtate, and unblameable lite, 
and a death full of good 'hopes. MING 
FinDING him to be every day more and morecom- 
poſed and reſigned, though neither enamoured of her 
face, nor delighted with her ſociety, ſhe at laſt addrel- 
ſed him in the following manner. 
© As gold is purged and refined from droſs by the 
© fire, ſo is Adverſity ſent by Providence to try andim- 
©. prove the virtue of mci/thls. The end obtained, my 
© taſk is finiſhed; and I now leaveyou, to go and give 
'©£© an account of my charge. Your brother, whoſe lot 
© was Proſperity, and whoſe condition you ſo much 
'6© envied, after having experienced the error of hs 
*£6 choice, is at laſt releaſed by death from the mok 
«© wretched of lives. Happy has it been for Uranio, that 
'<c his lot was Adver/ity, whom if he remembers as 
© ought, his life will be honourable, and his death 
| Nt happy.” As 


F 


\ 
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| ronounced theſe words, ſhe vaniſhed from 
(fate oy though her features at that moment, in- 
ſtead of inſpiring their uſual horror, ſeemed to diſplay 
a kind of languiſhing beauty, yet as Uranr, in ſpite 
of his utmoſt efforts, could never prevail upon himſelf 
to love her, he neither regretted her departure, nor 
wiſhed for her.return. But though he rejoiced in her 
abſence, he treaſured.up her.counſels in his heart, and 
grew happy by the praCtice of them. , 

He afterwards betook himſelf again to merchandize 
and having in aſhort time acquired a competency ſuf- 
ficient for the real enjoyments of life, he retreated to.a 


little farm which he had bought for that purpoſe, and 


W . days. Here he employed his time in planting, garden- 

| f 4-4 and huſbandry, in quelling all diſorder] paſſions, 
W 2nd in forming. his mind by the leſſons of Adver/ity. 
He took great delight in a little cell or hermitage in 


_paſied with eglantine and honey-ſuckles. Adjoining 
; to it was a-cold bath, formed by a ſpring iſſuing from 

2 rock, and over the door was written 1n large cha- 
racers the following 1aſcription. | | 


Beneath this moſs-grown roof, within this cell, > 
TRUTH, LIBERTY, CONTENT,and VIRTUE dwell. 
| Bay, you, wha dare this happy place diſdain, 
"bat PALACE can diſplay . fo fair a train? 


_ Helived to.a good old age; and died honoured and 
lameated. 
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teh The Value | of Life fixed by Hope and Fear. An 

-  Eaftern Story. | [Advent..N? 114.] 

1 {fe CENA 

hat P Exbem ET, the Derviſe, who watched the ſacred 

= A lamp in the ſepulchre of | the PROPHET, as he ©: 
| 


one day roſe up from the devotions of ' the -mornin 
which he had performed mo gate of- thetemple-with 
| WS | his 


*where he determined to continue.the remainder of his 


his garden, which ftood_ under a tuft of trees, encom- 
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his body turned towards the eaſt and his forehead on 
the earth, ſaw before him a man in ſplendid appare] 
attended by a long retinue, who gazed ſtedfaſtly at him 
with a look of mournful complacence, and ſeemed 
deſirous to ſpeak, but unwilling to offend. 
Taz Dervi/e, after a ſhort ſilence, advanced, and 
ſaluting him with the calm dignity which indepen- 
dance confers upon humility, requeſted that he would 
reveal his purpoſe. | | 
«© ALMET, ' ſaid the ſtranger, © thou ſeeſt before 
© thee a man, whom the hand of proſperity has over- 
<c whelmed with wretchedneſs. [Whatever [ once 
« deſired as the means of happineſs, 'I now poſleſs; 
< but lam not yet happy, and therefore I deſpair. [ 
<c regret the lapſe of time, becauſe it glides away with- 
< out enjoyment; andasI expe& nothing in the future 
'<© but the vanities of the paſt, I do not wiſh that the 
«© future ſhould arrive. Yet I tremble leſt it ſhould be 
«© cut off; and my heart ſinks when I anticipate the | 
© moment in which eternity ſhall cloſe over the va- 
<c cuity of my life like the ſea upon the path of a 
< ſhip, and leave no traces of my exiſtence more du- 
<< rable than the furrow which remains after the waves 
< haye.united. . If in the treaſuries of thy wiſdom, 
<< there 3s any precept to obtain felicity, vouchſafe it 
<6 tome : for this purpoſe I am come ; a purpoſe which 
K... pert feared to reveal, leſt like all the former it ſhould 
< bediſappointed.” Almet liſtened, withlooks of afto- 
niſhment and pity, to this complaint of a being, in 
whom. reaſon was known to be a pledge of immorta- 
lity : but the ſerenity of his countenance ſoon return- 
:ed; and ftretching out his hand towards Heaven, 
« Stranger,” faid he, © the knowledge which I have 
« received from the PROPHET, I will communicait 
** to thee.” 2. | 
 AsI was ſitting one evening at the porch of the 
temple penſive and alone, mine eye wandered among 
the multitude that was ſcattered before:me ; and while 
I remarked the wearineſs and ſollicitude which was V 
ſible in every countenance, I was ſuddenly ſtruck w! ; 
a ſenſe of their condition. Wuretched mortals, ns 
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oſe are ye buſy ? If to produce happineſs, 
by lrg Ly" enjo ed ? Do the linens of Zgypt, and 
noſe ſilks of Perſia, beſtow felicity on thoſe who wear 
them, equal to the wretchedneſsof yonder ſlaves whom 
I ſee leading the camels that bring them ? Is the fine- 


neſs of the texture, or the ſplendor of the tints, regard- 


th delight by thoſe, to whom cuſtom has render- 

ke —_ caniiar? Or can the power of habit render 
others inſenſible of pain, who live only to traverſe the 
deſart ; a ſcene of dreadful uniformity, where a bar- 
ren level is bounded only by the horizon ; where no 
change of proſpe&, or variety of images, relieves the 
traveller from a ſenſe of toil and danger, of whirlwinds 
which in a moment may bury him in the ſand, and of 
thirſt which the wealthy have given half their poſſeſ- 
fiens to allay? Do thoſe on whom hereditary diamonds 
ſparkle with unregarded luſtre, gain from the poſleſ- 
10n, what is Joſt by the wretch who ſeeks them in the 

mine ; who lives excluded from the common bountics 
of nature ; to whom even the viciflitude of day-and 
night is not known, who ſighs in perpetual darkneſs, 
nd whoſe Jife is one mournful alternative of inſeafibi- 

lity and labour ? If thoſe are not happy who poſleſs, 
in proportion as thoſe are wretched who beſtow, how 
vain a dream 1s the life of man ! and if there is, in- 


deed, ſuch difference in the value of exiſtence, how 


ſhall we acquit ,of partiality, the hand by which this * 
difference has been made ? A ES, 
WHILE my thoughts thus multiplied, and my heart 
burned; within me, I became ſenſible of a, ſudden in- 
fluence from aboye. "The ſtreets. and the crouds of 
Mecca difappeared,; I found mylelf fitting on the de- 
Clivity of a mountain, and perceived at my right hand 
an angel, whom I knew to be Azoran, the miniſter of 
reproof, When I ſaw him, I was afraid. I caſt mine 
eye upon the ground, and was about to deprecate his 
anger, when he commanded me to be filent. '** !- 
©, 112t,” laid he, ©* thou haſt devoted thy life to medi- 
. ation, that thy counſel might deliver Ignorance 
- iromthe mazesof error, anddeter preſumption from 
* the precipice of guilt; but the book of nature thou 


5 ys © haſt 
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*© haſt read without underftanding. It is again open 
* before thee; look up, conſider 1t and be wiſe.” 

I LOOKED up, ard beheld an incloſure, beautifn} 
as the gardens of Paradiſe, 'but of a ſmall extent. 
Through the middle there was a green walk ; at the 
end, a wild defart; and beyond, impenetrable dark. 
neſs. The walk was ſhaded with trees of every kind, 
that were covered at once with bloſſoms and fruit; 
innumerable birds were finging in the branches; the 

raſs was intermingled with flowers, which impreg- 
nated the breeze with fragance, and painted the path 
with beauty : on one fide flowed a gentle tranſparent 
ſtream, which was juſt heafd to murmur. over the 
golden ſands that ſparkled at the bottom ; and on the 
other were walks and bowers, fountains, grottos and 
caſcades, which diverſihed the ſcene with endleſs ya- 
Tiety, but did not conceal the bounds. WORN 
_ WariLe I was gazing in a tranſport of delight and 
wonder on this enchanting ſpot, I perceived a man 
ſtealing along the walk with a thoughtful andideliberate 
pace: h's eyes were fixed upon the earth, and his 
'* arms croffed on his: boſom ; he ſometimes ſtarted, as if 
a ſudden pang had feized him'; his countenance ex- 
preſſed ſollicitude and terror ; he looked round witli 
a high, and having 'gazed'a moment on the defart that 
lay before him, he ſemies as'if he wiſhed to ſtop, but 
was impelted forward by ſome inviſible power : hisfea- 
tures, however, ſoon ſettled again into a calm melan- 
choly ; his eye was again fixed on the ground; and he 
went on, as before, with apparent rela&ance, but with- 
out emotion. I was ftruck with this appearance ; and 
 turnihg haſtily to the Angel, was about toenquite what 
could produce ſuch infelicity in'a being, furrounce 
with every object that could gratify every ſenſe; but 
he prevented my requeſt : ** The book of nature, ſaid 
he, © is before thee ; look up, and conſider it and be 
* wiſe.” TI looked, and beheld a valley between _— 
mountains that were craggy and barren; onthe pat! 
there was no verdure, and the mountams afforded 10 | 
ſhade ; the ſyn burned in the Zenith, and every ſpring 


was dried up ; but the valley terminated ina w_ 
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W : jt was pleaſant and fertile, ſhaded with woods, and 


ed with buildings., At a ſecond view, I diſcover- 
Ria this-valley, meagre indeed ard naked, but 
his countenance: was chearful, and his deportment 
active; he kept his eye fixed upon the country before 
him, andlooked as if he would have run, but that he 
was reſtrained, as. the. other had been impelled, by 
{ome ſecret. influence: ſometimes, indeed, I perceived 
a ſudden expreſſion of painz and ſometimes he ſtepped 
ſhort-as,if his foot was pierced by the aſperities of the 
way ; but the ſprightlineſs of his countenance inſtantly 
returned, and he preſled forward without appearance 


of repining or complaint. | Fr LE s 
I TURNED again teward:the Angel, impatient to en- 
quire from what ſecret ſource happineſs was derived, 
in a ſituation ſo different.from that in which it might 
have been expected; : but he: again prevented my re- 
queſt : ** Almet,” ſaid he, © remember what thou haſt 
&©. ſeen, and: let. this memorial be. written upon the 
<« tablets of: thy heart. Remember, A/met, that the 
& world in which thou artiplaced, 1s. but the road to. 
« another; and that happineſs depends not upon the 
<&. pathz: but the:end:: the value of: this. period of thy 
©: exiſtence, is hxed by hope and: fear. The wretch 
© who:wiſhed'.to linger. in-the garden, who looked 


+ round upon-its limits with terror, was deſtitute of 
© enjoyment;. [becauſe he was. deſtitute of hope, ' arid: 


was perpetually tormented by the dreadof loling that 
which yet he did not enjoy : the ſong of the birds 
had been repeated till it was not heard, and the 
* flowers had fo often recurred that their beauty was 


* not ſeen; the river glided by unnoticed ; and he_ 


F feared to lift his eye to the proſpeR, leſt he ſhould 
behold the waſte that circumſcribed it. But he that 
Me toiled through the valley was happy, becauſe he 
- looked forward with hope. Thus, to the ſojourner 
© Yponearth, it is of little moment, whether the path 
be treads be ſtrewed with flowers or with thorns, if 
je he perceives himſelf to approach thoſe regions, in 
«. compariſon ef which the thorns and the flowers of 
; this wilderneſs loſe their diſtintion, and are both 
 AUKE umpotent to give pleaſure.or pain. _ 
fl "0-4 « WHAT 
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© WHAT then has ETERNAL W1sDOM unequally 
*© diſtributed ? That which can 'make every ſtation 
* happy, and without which every' ſtation muſt be 
** wretched, is acquired by /7irtue ; and Virtue is poſ. 
<< {ible to all. Remember, Almet, the viſion which 
*© thou haſt ſeen ; and let my words be written on the 
* tablet of thy heart, that thou may'ſt dire& the 
«© wanderer to happineſs, and juſtify GOD to men.” 
"WHILE the voice of Azoran was yet ſounding in 
my ear, the proſpe& vaniſhed from before me, and 1 
found. myſelf. again ſitting at the porch of the tem. 
ple. The ſun was going down, the multitude was 


r<tired to reſt, .and the ſolemn quiet of midnight con- 


curred with the reſolution of my doubts to compleat 
the tranquillity of my mind. cfg 

SUCH, my ſon, was the viſion which the PRopntr 
vyouchſafed me, not for my ſake -only but for thine. 


"Thou haſt ſought felicityv in temporal things ; and, 
therefore, thou art diſappointed. Let not inftruQion 
be loſt upon thee, as the ſeal of Adahomet in the well of 
Aris : but go thy way, let thy flock cloath the naked, 


and thy table. feed the hungry; deliver the-poor from 


_ oppreflion, and let thy converſation be ApBove. Thus 
{halt thou ©* rejoice in Hope,” and look forward to the 


end of life as the conſummation of thy felicity. 


ALMET, in whoſe breaſt devotion kindled as he MW 
Me, returned into the temple, and the ſtranger de- 


_ parted in peace, | | 


ESESRHSSTRASIIIEOSS 
The Natural Hiſtory of Ants. : [Guard. N? i56.] 


| £2 one of my papers I ſuppoſed a molehill, inhabit- 
ed by Piſmires or Ants, to-be a lively image of 
the earth, peopled by human creatures. 'T his ſuppo- 
fition will not appear too forced or ſtrained to thoſe 
who are acquainted with the natural hiſtory of thele 
little inſets ; in order to which 1 ſhall preſent my 


reader with the extract of a letter upon thla;curion 
tne 


Frenc 


ſubje&t, as it was publiſhed by the members 0 
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French academy, and fince tranſlated into Engliſh. I 
mult confeſs I was never in my .ife better entertained: 
than with this narrative, which is of undoubted credit 
and authorit . «7 | 
”J In a m_ next to mine, which had been empty 
© for along time, there was upon a window a box full 
« of earth, two foot deep, and fit to keep flowers in.. 
© That kind of parterre had been long uncultivated ;, 
« and therefore it was covered with old plaiſter, and a 
_ © preat deal of rubbiſh that fell from the top of the 
© houſe, and from the walls, which, together with 
© theearth formerly imbibed with water, made a kind 
« of a dry and, barren ſoil.. "That place lying to the | 
© South, and. out of the reach of the wind and rain, 
© beſides the neighbourhood of a granary, was amoſt 
delightful ſpot of ground for Ants; and therefore 
they had made three neſts there, without doubt for 
the ſame reaſon that. men buiid cities in fruitful and 
convenient places, near ſprings and rivers. 7 
£4 Having a mind to cultivate ſome flowers, I took. 
' a view of that place, and removed a tulip out of the- 
_ garden into that box.; but caſting my eyes upon the 
Ants, continually taken up with a thouſand cares, 
very inconiiderable with reſpect to us, but of the 
ereateit importance for them, they appeared to me 
more worthy of my curioſity than all the flowers in 
the world, I quickly removed the tulip, to. be the . 
admirer and reſtorer of that little commonwealth. 
[This was the only thing they. wanted ; for their po=- 
licy and the order obſerved among them, are more: 
perfect than thoſe of the wiſeſt republicks: and 
therefore they have nothing to fear, unleſs a newle- 
giſlator ſhould attempt to change the form of their 
government. \ | | | 
* I MADE it my, buſineſs to procure them all ſorts. 
of conveniencies. I took out of the box every thing. 
that might be troubleſome to-thein ;.and frequently. 
viſited my Ants, and ſtudied all their aGtions. [Being 
uſed to.g0 to bed very late, I went to ſee them work. 
in a moonſhiny night ; and I did frequently get up. 
1n the night, to take a view of their: labours. T al- 
ge © ways: 
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* ways found ſome going up and down, and very byfy+ 
p one would think that they never ſleep. Fvery y: 
© knows that Ants come out of their holes in the day- 
© time, and expoſe to the ſun the corn, which they 
keep under ground in the night. Thoſe who have 
ſeen ant-hillocks, have eafily perceived thoſe ſmalt 
heaps of corn about their nefts. What ſurpriſed me 
at firſt was, that my Ants never brought out their 
corn, but in the night when the moon Fo ſhine, and _ 
kept it under ground in the day-time ; which was. 
contrary to whatT had ſeen, and ſaw ſtilI praQtiſed by 
thoſe inſets in other places. I quickly found out the 
reaſon of it : there was a pigeon-houſe not far from 
thence : pigeons and birds would have eaten their 
corn, if they had brought it out in the day-time. 
*'Tis highly probable they knew it by experience; | 
and I frequently found pigeons and birds in that 
place, when I went to it in a morning. I quickly 
delivered them from thoſe robbers: [ frighted the o 
birds away with ſome pieces of paper tied to the 
end of a ſtring over the window. As for the pi- 
geons, I drove them away ſeveral times; and when, 
they perceived that the place was more frequented. 
than before, they never came to It again. What is. 
moſt admirable, and what I could hardly believe, _ 
if I did not know it by experience, is,. that thoſe 
Ants knew ſome days after that they had nothing 
to fear, and began to lay out their corn in the ſun, 
However, I perceived they were not fully convinced 
of being out of all danger ; for they durſt not bring 
out their proviſions all at once, but by degrees, firlt 
in a ſmall quantity, and without any great order, 
that they might quickly carry them away in caſe 0 
< any misfortune, watching, and looking every ways. 
« At laſt, being perſuaded that they had nothing to, 
© fear, they brought out all their corn, almoſt every 
« day, and in good order, and carried it in at might. 
= FTurns is a ſtraight hole in every Ant's neſt, a= 
« bout half an inch deep ; and then it goes. down flop- 
 < ing into a place where they have their magazine, 
« which I take to. be a different place from that ras 


AA AGGAAAADAAGAGAGAAARMAAARASARRR 64-6 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 299 
© they reſt and eat. - For it is highly improbable that 
« an Ant, which is a very cleanly infect, and throws 
© out of her neſt all the ſmall remains of the corn on 
« which ſhe feeds, as L have obſerved a thouſand times, 
© would fill up her magazine, and mix her corn with 
© dirt and ordure. _ | | 

= <«< Tas corn, that is laid up by Ants, would ſhoot 
Ws © under ground, if thoſe inſects did not.take care to 
We © prevent it. They bite off all the buds before they lay 
Ws * itup; and therefore the corn that has lain in their 
Ws *© neſts will produce nothing. Any one:may eaſily make 
We © this experiment, and even plainly ſee that there 1s no- 
Ws * bud in their corn. But tho? the bud be bitten off, 
© there remains another inconvenience, that corn muſt 
W © nceds ſwell and rot under ground ; and therefore jt 
WE © could be of no uſe for the nouriſhment of Ants. 


Lig) 


labour a tinduftry, and contrive the matter ſo, that 
corn will keep as dry in their neſts as in our gra- 
naries. | | 
* Taxy gather many ſmall particles of dry earth, 
which they bring every day out,of their holes, and 
place them round to heat them in the fun. Every 
Ant brings a ſmall particle of that earth in her pig- 
cers, lays it by the hole, and then goes and fetches 
another. Thus, in leſs than a quarter of an houy, 
one may Fc a vaſt number of fach {mal particles of 
dry earth, heaped up round the hole. They tay thejr 
corn under ground upon that earth, and cover it with 
WW the ſame. They perform this v:ork almoſt eyery 
= day, during the heat of the fun; and though the 
W fun went from the window aboutthree or four o'clock 
W i the afternoon, they did not remove their corn and 
'þ their particles of earth, becauſe the ground was yery 
© hot, till the heat was over. © © . 
. * IF any one ſhould think that thoſe animals ſhould 
$ ue ſand, or ſmall particles of brick or ſtone, rather 
- than take ſo much pains about dry earth; I anſwer, 
Y_ *at upon ſuch an occaſion nothing can be'more pra. 
. per than earth heated in the ſun. Corn does not 
- Keep upon ſand ; Befides, a grain ef corn that is 
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cut,- being deprived of its bud, would be filled wit 
ſmall ſandy particles that could not eaſily come oy 
To which | add, that ſand conſifts of ſuch fn) Ml 
particles, that an Ant could not take them up on: Ml 
after another; and therefore thoſe inſeQts are (eldon 
to be ſeen near rivers, or ina very ſandy ground, 
* As for the ſmall particles of brick or ſtone, the 
leaſt moiſtneſs would join them together, and tun 
them into akind of maſtick, which thoſe inſeQscoull MR 
not divide. T hofe particles ſticking together coull M 
not come out of an Ant's ncit, and would ſpoil its 
ſymmetry. | | = 
* WHren Ants have brought out thoſe particles « 
earth, they bring out their corn after the ſame man- 
ner, and place it round the earth. "Thus one my 
ſee two heaps ſurrounding their hole, one of dM 
earth, and the other of corn ; and then they fetciiM 
out a remainder of dry earth, on which doubtic(W 
their corn was laid up. FEST IA * 
* 'Prost inſe&s never go about this work, buf 
when the weather 1s clear, and the fun very hot. | 
obferved, that thoſe little animals having one da 
brought out their corn at eleven o'clock in the foreWl 
noon, removed it, againſt their uſual cuſtom, betor 
one tn the afternoon : "The ſun being very hot, ani 
fty very clear, 1 could perceive no reaſon for it 
But half an hour after, the ſky began to be overcaliſ 
and there fell a ſmall rain, which the Ants foreſaw;iM 


would be no rain upon that day. 45 =_— 
* [Have ſaid before, that thoſe Ants which I did vi 
particularly conſider, fetched their corn out of 2 gx 
ret. I went very frequently into that garret : Then 
was ſfome-old corn in it; and becauſe every gray 
was not alike, I obſerved that they choſe the belt 
* I Know, by ſeveral experiments, that thoſ=1itth 
animals take great care to provide themſelves wil 
wheat when they can find it, and always pick oll 
the beſt ; but they can make ſhift without it. Whet 
they can get no wheat, they take rye, oats, millet 
and even crumbs of bread; but ſeldom any, vari 
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© unleſs it be in a-time of great ſcarcity, and when 


nothing elſe can be had. ; ; 
| © Brino willing to be more particularly informed 


_ © THE window upon which thoſe Ants had 


of their forecaſt and induſtry, I put a ſmall heap of _ 
wheat in a corner” of the room, where they kept : 
And to prevent their fetching corn out of the garret, 


ſhut up the window, and ftopt all the holes. Tho' 


Ants are very knowing, I don't take them to be con- 


jurers ; and therefore they could not guels that I had 


put ſome corn in that room. I perceived for ſeveral 
days that they were very much perplexed, and werit 
a great way to fetch their proviſions. I was not will- 
ing for ſome time-to make them more ealy ; for I had 
2 mind to know, whether they would at laſt find out 
the treaſure, and ſec it at a great diſtance ; and whe- 
ther ſmelling enabled them to know what 1s good for 
their nouriſhment. "Thus they were ſome time in 


great trouble, and took a great deal of pains: "They 


went up and down a great way looking out for ſome 
grains of corn : "They were ſometimes diſappointed, 
and ſometimes they did not like their corn, after 
many long and painful excurſions. W hat appeared 
to me wonderful, was, that none of them came home 
without bringing ſomething : one brought a grain 
of wheat, another a grain of rye or oats, .or a par- 
ticle of dry earth, if ſhe could get nothing elſe. 
thade 
their ſettlement, looked into a garden, and was two 
{tories high. Some went to the farther end of the 
garden, others to the fifth ſtory, in queſt of ſome 4 
corn. It was a very hard journey for them, eſpe- 
cially when they came home loaded with a pretty 
large grain of corn, which muſt needs be a heavy 
burden for an Ant, and as much as ſhe can bear. 
The bringing of that grain from the middle of the 
garden to the neft, took up four hours; whereby 
one may judge of the ftrength and prodigtous labour 
of thoſe little animals. It appears from thence, 
that an Ant works as hard as a man, who ſhould 
carrya very heavy load on his ſhoulders almoſt every 
day for the ſpace of four leagues, *Tis.true, thoſe 
bens © inſects 
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© inſets don't take ſo much pains upon a flat Fr 
* But then how great is the hardfp 6% 56g wh 


* when.ſhe carries 2 grain of corn to the ſecond ſtory, 
* climbing up a wall with her head downwards, 2nd 


© her backfade upwards? None can have a true-no. 
* tion of it, unle(s they ſee thoſe little animals at work | 
* in ſuch a fituation. "The frequent ſtops they made 


< in the moſt convenient places, are a plain indica- 
« tion of their wearine(s. Some of them were ſtrange 

C lexed, and could not get to their TT 
in Leaks the ffrrongeſt Ants, or thoſe that are 
* not ſo weary, having carried their corn to their neſt, 
© came dawn again to help them.. Some are ſo un- 
* fortunate as to fall- down with their load, when they 
© are almoſt come. home: When this happens they 
« ſeldom loſe their corn, but carry it up again, 


* I's aw one of the ſmalleſt carrying a large grain 
C of wheat with incredible pains : When ſhe came to 


« the box were the neſt was, ſhe made fo much haſte 


* that ſhe fell down with her load, after a very labo- 
© rious march: Such an unlucky accident would have 
© vexed a philoſopher. I went down, and found her 
* with the ſame corn.in her paws : She was ready to - 
© chmb up again. The fame misfortune happened © 

WY times. dometimes ſhe fell in the middle 
© of .her Way, and fomettmes higher ; but ſhe never © 
* let go her hold, and was not diſcouraged. At laſt + 
© her {trength failed her : She ſtopt ; and another Ant * 


© to her 


© helped her to carry her load, -which was one of the 
largeſt and fineſt grains of wheat that an Ant can 


TI 


of” 
take hold of it again, when they can find it; other- 
wiſe they look for another, or take ſomething elle, 
being aſhamed to return to their nelt without bring- 
ingſomething. [I'his I have experimented, by taking 


patience cnough : They do not require ſo- great & 
cmpo-gy as that of Ants ; but few people are capa- 
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js; a It happens ſometimes, that a corn flips out 
their par: when they are climbing up: They - 


away the grain which they looked for. All thoſe 
experiments may eatily be made by any one that has 
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The ſame Subjeft continued. 
[Guardian, N® 1 57-1 


T has been obſerved by writers of morality, that 
| tor to- quicken human 'induftry, providence 
has ſo-contrived it, that our daily food is not to be pro- 
cured without much pains and labour. "The chace of 
birds and beafts, the ſeveral arts of hfhing, with all 
the different kinds of agriculture, axe necefllary ſcenes 
of buſineſs, and give employment to the greateſt part 
of mankind. If we look into the brute creation, we 
find all its individuals engaged in a painful and labo- 
rious way of life, to procure a neceffary ſubſiſtence 
for themſelves, or thoſe that grow up under them : 
The preſervation of their being is the whole buſineſs - 
of it. * An idle man is therefore a kind of monſter is _ 
the creation. All nature -is buſy about him ; every | 
animal he ſees reproaches him. fuch a man, who 
lies as a burden or dead weight upon the ſpecies, ant 
contributes nothing either to the riches of the com- 
monwealth, or to the maintenance of himſelf and 
family, conſider that inftin&t with which providence has 
endowed the Ant, and by which is exhibited an ex- 
ample of induſtry to rational creatures, This is ſet 
forth: under many ſurprizing inſtances in the paper 6f 
yeſterday, and in the concluſion of that narrative, 
which is as follows >: © © ; 
_ © Tmrys my Ants were forced to make a ſhift for > 
* livelihood, when I had ſhut up the garret, out of 
« which Gay nid to fetch their provitions. At laft 
* being fenſible that it would be a long time before they 
* could-diſcover the fmall heap of corn, which I had. - 
* laid up for them, I reſolved to fhew it to them. 
= © In order to know how far their induſtry could 
W *© reach, 1 contrived an expedient, which had good. 
8 © ſucceſs: the thing will appear incredible to thoſe, 
* who never conſidered, that all animals of the ſame 
| © kind, which form a fociety, are more knowing than 
* others. I took one of the largeſt Ants, and threw 
| * her upon that ſmall heap of wheat. She was ſo glad- 


* to 
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F..to find herſelf at liberty, that ſhe ran away to her 
<..neft, without carrying off a grain; but ſhe obſerye 
Iz3t: For an hourafter all my Ants had notice given 
*them of ſuch a proviſion ; and I ſaw moſt of then 
* ©. yvery;buſy in carryirig away: the corn I had laid Up in 
+. the room. I leave: it to you to judge, whether It may 
-* not be ſaid, that they bave a particular way of com- 
-+-municating their knowledge to one another; for 
-$-otherwiſe how could. they know, one or two hours 
-S after,- that there was corn in that place ? It wa; 
**:quickly ;exhauſted ;. and I put 'in more, but in x 
Hiduallaantity, to know the [true extent of their 
$-appetite/or prodigious avarice ; for I make no doubt 
-$but they-lay up.proviſions againſt the winter : We 
<4 read it in-holy Scripture ; a thouſand experiments 
:S»$each us the ſame; and I don't believe that any ex- 
. \-periment has. been made that fhews the contrary, | 
*414Ave ſaid before, that there were three Ants-neſts 
itt that;box.or parterre, '\which formed, if I may ſay 
ſoy:three different cities, governed by the ſame laws, 
and obſerving the: ſame order,.and the ſame cuſtoms, 
However there was this difference, that the inhabi- 
tants of one of thoſe holes ſeemed to be more know- 
inz and-induſtrious than their neighbours. The Ants 
of that neſt were diipoled, in a better order ; their 
corn was finer-;z.they. had a greater plenty of provi- 
fions ; their neſt was furnjihed with more inhabti- 
tants, and they were bigger and ſtronger : It was 
the principal and the capital-neſt. Nay, I obſerved 
that thoſe Ants were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt, and 
had ſome preeminence over them. _ | 

* THOUGH the box full of earth, where the Ants 
had made their ſettlement, was generally free from 
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tain wind blew. It was a. great inconvenience ior 
thoſe inſets ; Ants are afraid of water ; and when 
they go a great way in queſt of proviſions, and are 
ſurprized by the rain, they ſhelter themſelves under 
ſome tile, or ſomething elſe, and don't come out 
' *. till the rain is over. The Ants of the principal ne 


| 
* found out a wonderful expedient to keep out Py 
Es F 5 Tall» 


« A A A A "— 


rain ; yet it rained ſometimes upon it, when a cer» Wi 
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rain ; There was a ſmall piece of a flat ſlate, which 
they laid over the hole of their neſt in the wa! Finer 
when they foreſaw it would rain, and almolt every 
night. Above fifty of thoſe little animals, eſpecially 
the ftrongeſt, ſurrounded that piece of late, and 
drew it equally in a wonderful order : They remo- 
ved it in the morning ; and nothing could be more 
curious than to ſee thoſe little animals about ſuch a 
work, They had made the ground uneve about 


their neſt, infomuch that the ſlate did not le flat 


upon it, but left a free paſſage underneath. The 
Ants of the two other neſts did not ſo well ſucceed 
in keeping out the rain : They laid over their holes. 
coral cada of old and dry plaiſter one upon the 
other ; but they were ſtill troubled with the rain, 
and the next day they took a world of pains 'to 
repair the damage. Hence it is, that thoſe infects 
are ſo frequently to be found under tiles, where 
they ſettle themſelves to avoid the rain. Their neſts 


are at all times covered with thoſe titles, without. 


any incumbrance, and they lay out their corn and. 
their dry earth in” the ſun about the tiles, as one, 
may ſee every day. TI took care'to cover the twa, 


 Ants-neſts that were troubled with the rain : As for. 


the capital neſt, there-was no need of exerciſing my. 
charity towards it. OLE E. 
* M. dela Loubere ſays in his relation of $:am, that 
In a certain part of that kingdom, which lies open 
to great inundations, all the Ants make their ſettle- 
ments upon trees: No Ants-nefts are to be ſeen any 
where elſe. I need not inſert here what that author 
ſays about thoſe inſets : You may ſee his relation. 
* HERE follows a curious experiment, which I made 
upon the ſarte ground, where I had three Ants-neſts. 
I undertook to make a fourth, and went about it in 


the following manner. In a corner of a kind of ter- 


raſs, at a conſiderable diſtance from the box, I found 
a hole Warming with Ants much larger than all thoſe 
I had already: ſeen ; but they were not ſo well pro- 


vided with corn, nor under fo good a government. 
I made a hole in the box like that of an Ant's neſt, 
* and Jaid as 'it were the foundations of- a new city. 

| © Afterwards 
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© Afterwards I got as many Ants as I could out of the 
* neſt in the terraſs,, and. put them into a bottle, t5 
I give them a new habitation in my box; and becauſc 
* 1 was afraid they would return. to the terraſs, ] de. 
ſtroyed their old neſt, pouring boiling water into 
the hole, to kill thoſe Ants that remainedin it, In 
.the next place, I filled the new hole with the Ants 
.that_ were in the bottle ; but none of them would 
Ay in it. They, went away in leſs than two hours; 
Which made me believe, that it. was impoflible to 
make a fourth ſettlement in my box. 
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the terraſs, I was much furpriſed to ſee the Ants- 
* neſt which I had deſtroy'd very artfully repaired, [ 
© reſolved then to deſtroy it entirely, and to ſettle thoſe 
© Ants in-my box. To ſucceed in my deſign, I put 
* ſome gun-powder and, brimſtone into their hole, and 
© ſprung a-mine ; whereby the whole neſt, was oyer- 
* thrown ; and then I carried as many Ants as I could 
© get, into the place which I deſigned for them. It 
© bappened to be a-very rainy day, and it rained all 


© night; and therefore they remained in the new hole 


© all that, time... In; the morning when the rain was 
* over, moſt of them went, away, to. repair their old 
© habitation 3 but finding it gs 20TEY Cp by reaſon 
© of the fmell'of the powder and brimſtone, which 
© kills them, they, came back again, and, ſettled, in 
& rom acquainted with their neighbours, and received 
* from them all manner of affiſtance out of their holes. 
* As for the inſide of their neſt, none but themſelves 
* were concerned in it, according to the inviolable 
* laws eſtabliſhed among thoſe animals, _ 

* AN Ant never goes into any other neſt but her 
© own; and if ſhe would venture to do it, ſhe would 
© be turned out, and ſeverely puniſhed. I have often 
© taken an Ant out of one neſt, to. put. her '1nto an- 
© other ; but ſhe quickly, came out, being warmly 
© purſued by two.or. three other Ants, 1 tried the 
 *..ſame experiment ſeveral times with the ſame Ant; 


© but at laſt the other Ants grew impatient, apg rore 


© the place I had appointed for them. They quickly 


© Two or three days after, going accidentally over 
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| © her to pieces. I have often frighted ſome Ants with 
my fingers, and purſued them as far as another hole, 


topping all-the paſſages to prevent their going to 
1s pa.tein wairery natural for them to fyinto 
the next hole : Many a man would not be ſo cau- 
tious, and. would throw himſelf out of the windows, 
or into. a well, if he were purſued by aſſaſſins. But 


the Ants I am ſpeaking of, avoided going into any 
other hole but their own, and' rather tried all other. 


ways of making their eſcape, ' They never fled into 
another neſt, "but at the laſt extremity z and ſome- 
times choſe rather to be taken, as I have often ex- 
perienced. It is therefore an inviolable cuſtom 


among thoſe inſets, not go into any other hole but 


their own, They don't exerciſe hoſpitality; but 
they are very ready to help one another out of their 
holes. They put.down their loads at the entrance 
of 2 neighbouring neſt; and". thoſe that live im it 


| carry them in. © 
c 


HEY keep up 2 fort of a trade among themſelves; 
and it 1s not true, that thoſe inſets are not for lend- 


.ing : I know the contrary; They lend their corn ; 
, they make exchanges, they are always ready to ſerve 
_one another ;, and I can aurs ou, that'more time 
and patience. would haye' enabled me to obſerve a 
' thouſand: things more. curious” and wonderful than 


what I have mentioned. For inſtance, how they lend 
and recover their loans; whether it be in the ſame 
uantity, or with uſury 3 whether they pay the 
rangers that work for them, &c, I don't think it 


impoſlible to examine all thoſe things; and it would 


be a great curiofity to know by what maxims they 
govern themſelves": Perhaps ſuch a knowledge might 


be of ſome uſe to us, 


© Trty are never attacked by any enemies in 2a 


body, as it is reported of bees : "Their only fear pro- 
ceeds from birds, which ſometimes eat their corn 
when-they lay it out in the ſun ; but they keep it 
under ground, when they are afraid of thieves. It 
is faid that fome birds eat them ; but I never ſaw 
any inftance-of it. They are alſo infeſted by ſmall 
Worms ; but they turn them out, and kill them. I 

* obſerved, 


I - 
py 


_— 


—_—_ 


© ground.” | . s 


quality or fortunz, Since they have the ſame mprore. 
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* obſerved, that they puniſhed thofe' Ants, which 


probably. had been wanting to their duty :'Nay, 


© ſometimes they killed them ; which' they did in the 
© following manner : Three or four Ants fel} upon 
© .one, and pulled her ſeveral ways, until ſhe was 
© torn in pieces. Generally ſpeaking they live very 
c ; crc ; from whence I infer that they have a very 
© ſevere diſcipline amopg themſelves, to keep fo good 


| © an order ; or that they are great lovers of peace, 


* if they have no occaſion for any diſcipline. 

* Was there ever a greater union in any common- 
wealth? Every thing is common among them; 
© which is not to be feen any where elſe. Bees, of 
* which we are told ſo many wonderful things, have 
* each of them a hole in their hives; their honey is 
* their own; every bee minds her own concerns. The 
* ſame may be ſaid of 'all'other *animals. - [They fre- 
* quently hght, to deprive one another of their por- 


* tion. It 1s not ſo-with,Ants : They have nothing 


+ of their own : A grain of corn which an Ant carries 
© home, is depoſited in a common ftock : It is not 
+ deſigned fqr her own uſe, but for the whole com- 
© munity : There is no diftintion between a private 
and a common intereſt. An; Ant neyer works for 
* herſelf, but for the ſociety. oo. 
© WHATEVER misfortune happens to them, their 
* care and induſtry find out a remedy for it; nothing 
© diſcourages them. If you deſtroy their neſts, they 
<* will be repaired in two days. Any body may eaſily 
© ſee how difficult it is-to drive them out of their habi- 
* tations, without deftroying the-inhabitants; for-as 
© long as there are any left, they will maintain their 


Learning a proper Ingredient in the Education of a 
Wiman of Duality or. Fortune. - 


\{ Guardian, N* 155 ] 


HAVE often wondered that learning is not thought 
a proper ingredient in the education of a woman 
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minds as the male part of the ſpecies, why ſhould 
an not be cultivate ns the ſame method ? why 
ſhould reaſon be left to itſelf in.one of the ſexes, and 
be diſciplined with ſo much care in the other? | 
 TurxRE are ſome reaſons why learning ſeems more 
adapted to the female world, than to the male. As in 
the firſt place, becauſe they have more fpare time upon 
their hands, and lead a more ſedentary life. "Their 
employments are of a domeſtic nature, and not like 
thoſe of the. other- ſex, which are often inconſiſtent 
with ſtudy and contemplation. The excellent lady, 
,the lady Literd, in the ſpace of one. ſummer furniſhed 
_.a gallery with chairs and couches of her own and her 
daughters working ; and at the ſame [time 'heard- all 
Doctor T:llotſon's ſermons twice over. It is always 
| the cuſtom for-one of the young ladies to read, while 
the others are at work ;_ ſo that the learning of the 
family is not at all prejudicial to its manufaQtures, I 
was mightily pleaſed the' other day to find them all 
| buſy in preſerving ſeveral fruits of the ſeaſon, with 
' the 'Sparkler in.. the midſt of them, reading over 
« The plurality of worlds.” It was very entertaining 
to me to ſee them dividing their ſpeculations between 
jellies and ftars,- and making a ſudden tranfition from 
the ſun to an apricet,.:or from the Copernican ſyſtem 
to the figure of a cleeſe-cake. my ft 
__ A sEconDreaſon why:women ſhould apply them- 
ſelves to uſeful knowledgerather than men, is becauſe 
. they have that natural gift of Speech in greater perfec- 
tion. Since they have ſoexcellent a talent, ſuch a Copia 
Verborum, or plenty of words, *tis pity they ſhould 
not put it to ſome uſe. If the female tongue will be 
1n motion, why ſhould it notbe ſet to go right ? Could 
they diſcourſe about the ſpots in the ſun; It might di- 
vert them from publiſhing the faults of their neigh- 
bours : Could they talk of the different aſpects and 
conjunctions of the planets; they need not be at the 
pains to comment upon oplings and clandeſtine mar- 
| Tiages. In ſhort, were hey furniſhed with matters 
of fact, -out of arts and ſciences, it would now and 
then be of great eaſe to their invention. 


 TaurrE 
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- T'x2RE is another reaſon. why thoſe eſpecially why 
are wamen of quality, ſhould apply themſelves';9 let. 
ters, «namely becauſe their hufbands are generally 
Krangers to.them. Fs SPY | 
IT is great pity there:ſhould be no knowledge in 
a-family. .For my own part, I am concerned when 
1-go into a great houſe, where perhaps there is-not 
-#ingle perſon that can ſpell, unleſs it be by chance the 
+butler, .or-one-of the footmen. 'What*a figure is the 
young-heir-likely to make, who is a dunce both by 
'tather and mother's fide ? TOTS: caby6t 
 Irwe-look into the hiſtories 'of famous women, we 
'find-many eminent.philoſophers of this ſex. Nay,-we 
find 'that ſeveral females have diſtinguiſhed themſelyes 
-in"thoſe ſects of philoſophy which ſeem almoſt repug. 
nant-to their natures. There have been famous fe. 
i'male-Pythagoreans, notwithſtanding moſt of that phi. 
loſophy conſiſted in keeping 'a ſecret, and that the 
-diſciple was to hold her tongue'five years together. | 
-need-not mention Portia, who was a. ſtoick' in. petti- 
coats : nor Hipparchia, the famous 'ſhe cynick, who 
arrived at ſuch a perfetion in .her ſtudies, that ſhe 
-converſed with her huſband, or man-planter, in broad 
"daylight, -and in the open ftreets..” =» 
EARNING and knowledge are. perfections in us, 
not/as-we-are-men, but as we are feafohableccreatures, 
in which orders of.beings the female world'is uponthe 
ſame level -with the male. We'oyght' to conſider in 
this /particular, not-what is'the ſex, but what is the 
ſpecies to which they belong. Atlegſt F believe every 
one will' allow me, -that a female philoſopher 1s not 
ſo abſurd a character and fo oppoſite" tothe ſex, 'as a 
female gameſter; and that it is more irrational'for a 
woman to paſs away. half'a. dozen hours at cards'or 
_ «dice; than in getting up.ſtores of uſeful learning, "This 
| therefore is another reaſon why IL would recommend 
the ſtudies of knowledge to the female world, that 
they- may not be at a loſs how to-employ thoſe hours 
that lie upon their hands. 8 | 
I MIGHT alſo.add: this: motive to my fair readers, 
that ſeveral of their ſex, who have improved their minds 


by books and literature, have raiſed eras to 4 
| | i810 
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ſts of honour and fortune. A neighbouring 
_— Lives at this time furniſh us with a-very remark- 
able inſtance of this kind ; but T ſhall conclude this 
head with the hiſtory X + 45-9 ieapmme very fig - 

le to my. preſent purpoſe. _ _ 

Wh en Theadoftus eling about the aze of one 
and twenty, and deſigning to take a wife, deſired his 
ſiſter Pulcherta and his friend Paulinus to ſearch his 
whole empire for awoman of the moſt exquilite beau- 


ty and gh accompliſhments. In the midſt of this 
[ 


henais, a Grecian vitging-accidentally- offer- 
er father, who was an eminent philoſo- 
pher of Athens, and had-bred her-up in-all-the learning 
of that place, at his death left her but a very ſmall por- 
tion, in which alſo ſhe:ſuftered:great hardſhips from 
the injuſhce of her two brothers, [This forced. her 
upon a journey to, Con/tentinople, where ſhe had a 
relation who repreſented her caſe to'Pulcheria in order 
to. obtain ſome redreſs from the emperor. By this 
means: that religious princeſs became acquainted with 
Athenais, whom ſhe found the moſt beautiful woman 


ſearch, 


_of her age, and educated under a long courſe of phi- 


loſophy in the ſtriceſt virtue, and moit unſpotted in- 
nocence. Pulcheria was charmed with her convyerſa- 
tion, and immediately made her reparts to the em- 


_ peror her brother Theadofius. The character ſhe gave 


made ſuch an impreſſion on him, that he deſired his 


Aiſter to. bring her away immediately to the lodgings 


of his friend Paulinus, where he found her beauty and 
her conn upd the higheſt 1Jea he had framed 
of them, His friend Pauknus converted her to chriſ- 
ttanity, and.gave her the name: of  Euds/ia; after 
which the emperor publicly eſpouſed her, and en- 
Joyed all the-happineſs in-his marriage which-he pro- 
_miſed himſelf-from ſuch a virtuous and learned bride. 
dhe not only forgave the injuries which her two bro- 
thers had-done her, but raiſed them to great honours; 
and by ſeveral works of learning, as well as by an 
exemplary life, made - herſelf ſo dear tothe whole 
empire, that ſhe had many ſtatues erected to her me- 


mory, and is celebrated by the fathers of the church 
as the ornament of cher ſex, 


| | On 
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W ESE all the vexations of life put together 
E we ſhould find that a great part of them pro- 
 "ceed from thoſe calumnies and reproaches which we 
| ſpread abroad concerning one another. | 
' TmsRE is ſcarce a man living who is not, in ſome 
"degree, guilty of this offence ; though, at the ſame 
"time, however we treat one another, it muſt be con. 
"feſſed, that we all confent in ſpeaking ul of the per- 
ſons who are notorious for this praQtice. It generally 
takes its riſe either from an ill-will to mankind, a pri- 
' vate inclination to make ourſelves eſteemed, an often- 
"tation of wit, a vanity of being thought in the ſecrets 
_ of the world, or from a delire of gratifying any of 

- theſe diſpoſitions of mind in thoſe perſons with whom 
__ we caonverle. 


THe publiſher of ſcandal is more or leſs odious to | 


' mankind, and criminal in himſelf, as he is influenced 
' by any one or more of the foregoing motives. But 
' whatever may be the occaſion of ſpreading theſe falſe 
'Teports, he ought to conſider, that the effeft of them 
'1s equally prejudicial and pernicious to the'perſon at 
* whom they are aimed. The injury is the ſame, though 
the principle from whence it proceeds may be dit- 
ferent. ene and Marton 3 
As every one looks upon himſelf with too much 1n- 
 dulgence, when he paſſes a judgment on' his own 
thoughts or ations, and as very fewwould be thought 
guilty of this abominable proceeding, which is fo 
univerſally practiſed, and at the "ſame time ſo unt- 
verſally blamed, E ſhall lay down three rules by which 
| T would have a man examine and ſearch into his own 


heart, before he ſtands acquitted to himſelf of that (MW 


_ evil diſpoſition of mind which I am here mentioning: 
Firft of all, LET him conſider whether he does not 
| take delight in hearing the faults of others. _ 

' Secondly, WHETHER he is not too apt to believe 
ſuch little blackening accounts, and more inclined to 


' becredulous on the uncharitable than on the go0d-12- i 


tured fide, Thirdh 
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Thirdly, WHETHER he is not ready to ſpread and 
propagate ſuch reports as tend to the difieputation of 
mere: :-;) ; 
"T HESE are the ſeyeral ſteps by which this vice pro» 
ceeds, and grows up into ſlander and defamation.: 
In the firſt place, a man who takes delight in hears 
ing the faults of others, ſhews ſufficiently that he hay 
a true reliſh of ſcandal, and conſequently, the ſeeds 
of this vice within him. If his mind is gratitied with 
hearing reproaches which are caſt on others, he will 
find the ſame pleaſure in relating them, and be the 
more apt to do it, as he. will naturally. imagine every 
one he converſes with is delighted .in the ſame man+- 
ner with himſelf. A man ſhould endeavour therefore 
to wear out of his mind this criminal curioſity, which 
is perpetually heightened and inflamed by liſtening to 
ſuch ſtories as tend to the diſreputation of others, 
| Ii the ſecond place, a man ſhould conſult his own 
heart, whether he be not apt to believe ſuch little 
blackening-accounts, and more inclined to be credus 
I on the uncharitable, than on the good-natured- 
ide, 
SUCH a credulity is very vicious in itfelf, and gene- 
rally ariſes from a man's conſciouſneſs of his own ſecret 
corruptions, _ It is a pretty ſaying of Thales, that 


falſhood is juſt as far diſtant from truth, as the ears are 


from the eyes. By which he would intimate, that. a 
wiſe man ſhould not eaſily give credit to the reports of 
actions which he has not ſeen. I ſhall, under this 
head, mention two or three remarkable rules to be ob - 
ſerved by the members of the celebrated Abbey de In 
Trape, as they are publiſhed in a little French book. 
Tre fathers are there ordered, never to give an ear 
to any accounts of baſe and criminal aCtions ; to turn ' 
off all ſuch diſcourſe if poſſible; but in caſe they hear / 
any thing of this nature ſo well atteſted that they ean- - 


not diſbelieve it, they are then to ſuppoſe, that the 


criminal aftion may have proceeded from a good in- 
tention 1n him who is guilty of it. This is, perhaps, 
carrying Charity to an extravagance, but it.is certainly 
much more laudable, than to ſuppoſe, as the ill-natured 
part of the world docs, that indifferent, and even good 

P aRions, 
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actions, proceed from bad principles and WIOng in. 
tentions, ; | 
In the third place, a man ſhould examine his heart. 
whether he does not find in it a ſecret inclination to 
propagate ſuch reports, as tend to the diſreputation 
of another. | 
WHEN the diſeaſe of the mind, which I have hi. 
therto been ſpeaking of, ariſes to this degree of malig- 
nity, it diſcovers itſelf in its worſt ſymptoms, and is 
in danger of becoming incurable. I need not there- 
fore infiſt upon the guilt in this laſt particular, which 
every one cannot but difapprove, who is not void of 
humanity, or even common diſcretion. I ſhall only 
add, that whatever pleaſure any man may take in 
ſpreading whiſpers of this nature, he will find an in- 
nitely greater ſatisfaction in conquering the tempta- 
tion he is under, by letting the ſecret die within his 
own breaſt. | 


COTE EEE SEE $-$-3:$-8-2-1 
The ative and ſpeculative Parts of Mankind compared. 


[Guardian, N* 130.] 


by things which ſtrike the ſenſes, than by ex- 
cellencies_that are to be diſcerned by reaſon and 


thought, they form very erroneous judgments, when 


they compare the one with the other. An eminent 
inftance of this is, that vulgar notion, that men. ad- 
dicted to contemplation are leſs uſeful members of ſo- 
cicty, than thoſe of a different courſe of life. The 
buſineſs therefore of my preſent paper ſhall be to com- 
pare the diſtin& merits of the ſpeculative and the ac- 
tive parts of mankind. | 


THE advantages ariſing from the labours of generals 


and. politicians are conhned to narroiv tracts of the 


earth ; and while they promote the intereſt of their 
own country, they lefſzn or obſtru& that of other 
nations. Whereas the light and knowledge that ſpring 
from ſpeculation are not limited to any fingle FPOt4 alc 

f- 


equally diffuſed to the benefit of the whole CT: 
bl 


AS the great part of mankind are more affeted 
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for the moſt part, the renown only of men o 

arm 1s aaa to diſtant poſterity, their great 
exploits either dying with themſelves, or ſoon after. 
them ; whereas ſpeculative men continue to deſerve 
well of the world thouſands of years after they have 
Jeft it, Their merits are propagated with their fame 
which is due to them, but a free gift to thoſe whoſe 
heneficence has not outlived their perſons. | 

WyarT benefit do we receive from the renowned 
deeds of Cz/ar or Alexander, that we ſhould make them 
the conſtant themes of our praiſe? while the name of 
= Pythagoras is more ſparingly celebrated, though it be. 
Z to him that we are indebted-for our trade and riches. 
= This may ſeem —_—_ to a vulgar reader, but the fol- 
lowing reflection will make it plain. That philoſo- 
pher invented the forty-ſeventh propoſition of the firſt 
W book of Euchd, which is the foundation of trigono- 
We metry and conſequently of navigation, upon which 
W the commerce of Great-Br:itain depends. | 

THE mathematicks are ſo uſeful and ornamental to- 
human life, that the ingenious Sir F/ill.@m Temple ac- 
knowledges/in ſome part of his writings, all thoſe ad- 
& vantages which diſtinguiſh polite nations from barba- 
WT rians to. be derived from them. But as theſe ſciences. 
E cultivate the exterior parts of life, there are others of 
W 2 more excellent nature, that endue the heart with ru- 
W diments of virtue, and by opening our proſpe&s, and- 
W awakening ourhopes, produce generous emotions and 
& ublime ſentiments in the ſoul. 


Wnankind, yet they will never want the eſteem and 
Zapprobation of the wiſe and virtuous. | 
| Tr1s apology in behalf of the ſpeculative part of 


gankind, who make uſeful truth the end of their be- 


J g, and its acquiſition the buſineſs as well as enter- 


2 tainment 
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tainment of their lives, ſeems not improper; in order 
to rectify the miſtake of thoſe, who meaſure merit by 
noiſe and outward appearance, and are too apt to de- 
PERS and ridicule men of thought and retirement, 

he rallery and reproaches which are thrown on that 
ſpecies by thoſe who abound in the animal life, would 
incline one to think the world not ſufficiently con- 
vinced, that whatſoever is good or excellent proceeds | 
from reaſon and reflexion. VOSS! 

Even thoſe who only regard truth. as ſuch, with- 
out communicating their thoughts, or applying them 
to practice, will ſeem worthy members of the common- 
wealth, if we compare the innocence and tranquillity 
with which they paſs their lives, with the fraud and 
impenitence of other men. But the number of thoſe 


who by abſtratted thoughts become uſeleſs, is inconſi- 
derable in reſpeEt of them who are hurtful-to mankind 
by an active and reſtleſs diſpoſition. | 
As in the diſtribution of other things, ſo in this the 
wiſdom of providence' appears, that. men addiQted e 
to intelleQtual purſuits, bear a ſmall proportion to thoſe 4 
who rejoice 1n exerting the force and aCtivity of their c 
corporeal organs ; for operations of the latter ſort are oO 
limited to a narrow extent of time and place, whereas h, 
thoſe of the mind are permanent and univerſal. Plat: b: 
and Euclid enjoy a ſort of immortality upon earth, th 
and at this day read le&ures to the world. ” 
Bur ifto inform the underſtanding, and regulate the Ie 
will, is the moſt laſting and diffuſive benefit, there will 


not be found ſo uſeful andexcellent an inſtitution as that 
of the chriſtian prieſthood, which is now become the 
ſcorn of fools. "Chat a numerous order of men ſhould 
be conſecrated to the ſtudy of the moſt ſublime and be- 
neficial truths, with a defign to propagate them by their: 
diſcourſes aud writings, to inform their fellow crea- 
tures of the being and attributes of the Deity, to poſſels 
their minds with the ſenſe of a future ſtate, and not 
only to explain the nature of every virtue and moral Wh 
duty, but likewiſe to.perſuade mankind to the practice 
of them by the moſt powerful and engaging motives, 
3s a thing ſo excellent and neceſſary to the well bein ; 
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of the world, that no body-but a modern free-thinker 
could have the forehead or folly to turn it into ridicule. 
Tas light in which theſe points ſhould be expoſed 
to the view of one whois prejudiced againſt the names, 
religion, church, prieft, and the like, is to conſider the: 
clergy as ſo many philoſophers, the churches as ſchools, 
and their ſermons as lectures, for the information and 
improvement of the audience. How would the heart 
of Socrates or Tully have rejoiced, had they lived in a 
nation, where the law had made proviſion for philo- 
ſophers, to read letures of morality and theology 
every ſeventh day, in ſeveral thouſands of ſchools ereted: 
at the public charge throughout the whole country, at 
which lectures all ranks and ſexes without diſtinQion 
were obliged to be preſent for the general improve-_ 
ment? And what wicked wretches would they think. 
thoſemen who would endeaygur to defeat the purpoſe 
of ſo divine an inſtitution. - | | oy 
_ Trex inhabitants of the earth may properly be rans- 
ed under the two general heads of gentlemen and me- 
chanics. 'T his diſtinction ariſes from the different oc- 


- cupations wherein they exert themſelves.: The formesx 


of theſe {ſpecies is univerſally acknowledged to be more 
honourable than the other, who are looked upon as a_ 
baſe and inferior order of men. But if the world is in: 
the right in this natural judgment, it is not generally 
ſo in the diſtribution of particular perſons under their 


reſpective denominations. IT is a clcar fettled pointy, 
that the gentleman ſhould be preferred to the mecha- 
nic. But who 1s the gentleman,-and: who the me- 
chanic, wants to be explained; 

PHE philoſophers-diſtinguiſh. two parts in humans 
nature z the rational and the animal. Now, if we at- 
tend to the reaſon of the-thing, we ſhall find it difficult 
to align a more juſt and adequate idea of theſe diſtin 

ecles, than by defining the gentleman to be him 
whoſe occupation lies in the exertion of his rational 


faculties, and the mechanic him who is employed in 


the uſe. of his- animal parts, or the organic »: 
his body. parts, or tne organic parts of 


THe concurring aſſent of the world, in preferring” 


ems founded in that. prefe-- 
# * TEence- 
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rence which the rational part of our nature is intitle 
to above the animal; when-we conſider it in itſelf, a; 
It 15 the ſeat of wiidom and underitanding, as it js ure 
and immortal, and as it is that which, of all the known 
works of the creation, bears the brighteſt impreſs of 
the Detty. bf | 

IT claims the fame dignity and pre-eminence, if we 
.conſider it with reſpec to its object. Mechanical mo. 
tives or operations are confined to a' narrow circle of 
low and little things. Whereas reaſon inquires con- 
cerning the nature of inteNeCtual beings, the great ay- 
\ thor of our exiſtence, its end, and the proper methods 
of attaining it. Or, in caſe that noble faculty ſubmit 
itſelf to nearer objects, it is not, like the organic 
powers, conhned to a flow and painful'manner 0f ac- 
tion, but ſhifts the ſcenes, and applics itſelf to the 
moſt diſtant objeQs with incredible eaſe and diſpatch. 
Neither are the operations of the mind, like thoſe of 
the hands, limired to one individual object, but at 
once extended to-a whole ſpecies. | | 


AND as we have ſhewn the intelleEtual powers tobe 


nobler than thoſe of motion, both-in their own nature, 
and in iegard to thejrobject, the fame will fill hold if 
we conſider their office. -It 1s the -province of the 
former to preſide and dire, of the latter to execute 
and obey. Thoſe who apply their hands to the ma- 


terials, appear the immediate builders of an edifice, 


bus wc kcauty and: proportion of it is owing to the 
architect who deſigned the plan-in his cloſet. And in 
like manner, whateyer there is either in art or nature, 


_ - of uſe or regularity, will be found to proceed from 


the ſuperior principle of reaſon and underſtanding. 
'Theſe reflections, how obvious ſoever, do neverthe- 
Jeſs ſeem not ſufficiently attended to by thoſe who, 
being at great pains to improve the figure and motions 
of the body, neglect the culture of the mind. 

From the. premiſes it follows, that a man may de- 
ſeend from an antient family, wear'fine clothes, and 
be maſter of what is; commonly called good breeding, 
and yet not merit the name of gentleman. All thoſe 
whole principal accompliſhments confiſt-in the exer- 


tion of the mechanic powers, whether 'the organ — 
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aſe of be the eye, the muſcles of the face, the fingers, 
feet, or any other part, are in the eye of reaſon to be 
eſteemed mechanics. 

I Do therefore, by theſe preſents, declare that all 
men and women, by what title ſoever diſtinguiſhed, 
whoſe occupation it 1s either to ogle with the eye, flirt 
with the fan, dreſs, cringe, adjult the muſcles of the 
face, or other parts of the body, are degraded from 
the rank of gentry ; which is from this time forward 
appropriated to thoſe who employ the talents of the 
mind in the purſuit of knowledge and practice of vir- 
tue, and are content to take their places as they are dif- 
tinguiſhed by moral and intellectual accompliſhments. 

Tas reſt of the human ſpecies come under the ap- 


pellation of mechanics, with this difference, that the 


profeſſed mechanics, who, not pretending to be gen- 
tlemen, contain themſelves within their proper ſphere, 
are neceſlary to the well being of mankind, and con- 
tequently ſhould be more reſpected in a well-regula- 
wo common-wealth, than thoſe mechanics who make 
a merit of being uſeleſs. 


HaAvinG hitherto conſidered the human ſpecies as 


diſtinguiſhed into gentlemen and mechanics, I come 


now to treat of the machines, a ſort of beings that have 
the outhde or appearance of men, without being 
really ſuch. "The free-thinkers have often declared to 
the world, that they are not aQtuated by any incorporeal 
being or ſpirit, but that all the operations they exert 
proceed from the colliſion of certain corpuſcles, en- 
dued with proper figures and motions. It is now a 


_ conſiderable time that I have been their proſelyte inthis 


point. I am even ſo far convinced that they are in the 
T1ght, that I ſhall attempt proving it to others. 
Tre mind being itſelf inviſible, there is no other 


Way to diſcern its exiſtence, than by the effes which 


It produceth. Where deſign, order and ſymmetry are 
viable in the effefts, we conclude the cauſe to be an 
intelligent being: but where nothing of theſe can be 
found, we aſcribe the effet to hazard, neceſlity, or 
the like. Now I appeal to any one who is conver- 
fant in the modern productions of. our free-thinkers, 


tf they do not look _—_ like effects of chance, or 
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at beſt of mechaniſm, than of a thinking principle; 


ſodies are not mere machines. 

"Tre fame point 1s likewiſe evident from their own 
affertion, it being plain that no 'one could miſtake 
thought for motion, who knew what thought was. 
For theſe reaſons I do hereby give it itt charge to all 
Chriſtians, that hereafter they ſpeak of free-thinkers 
inf the neuter gender, ufing the term 7? for him. They 
are to be conſidered as Automata, made up of bones 
and muſcles, nerves, arteries and animal ſpirits; nct 
ſo innocent indeed, but as deſtitute of thought and 
reaſon, as thoſe little machines which the excellent 


ſo elegantly deſcribed. 
Ae Red PR Ne of Vn Wade 
On the Purſuit of Fame. [SpeRt. N* 2 $54] 
© HE foul, conſidered abftraftly from its paſſions, 


is of a remifs and fedentary nature, flow in its 
reſolves, and Janguiſhing in its executions. The uſe 
therefore of the paſſions 1s to ſtir it up, and to put it 
upon ation, to awaken the underſtanding, to enforce 
the will, and to make the whole man more vigorous 
and attentive in the proſecution of his deſigns. As 
this is the end of the paſſions in general, ſo it 1s part!- 
cularly of ambition, which puſhes the ſoul to ſuch 
actions as are apt to procure honour and reputation 
to the a&tor. But if we carry our reflexions higher, 
we may diſcover farther ends of Providence in implant- 
ting this paſſion in mankind, _ 
IT was neceffary for the world, that arts ſhould be 
invented and improved, books written and tranſmitted 
to poſterity, nations conquered and civilized ; now 
ſince the proper and genuine motives to theſe and the 
like greatadtions, would only influence virtuous minds; 
there would be but ſmall improvements in the world, 
were there not ſome common principle of action work- 
ing equally with all men. And ſuch a principle 1s an- 
binion or a defire of fame, by which great endowments 


» 


and confequently whether the authors of thofe rhap.. 


2uthor from whom I take the motto of this paper has ; 
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are not ſuffered-to lie idle and uſeleſs to the publick,. 
and many. vicious men over-reached, as It were, and 
engaged contrary to their natural inclinations-Iin a glo-- 
rious and laudable courſe of aftion. For we may far-- 
ther obſerve, that men of the greateſt abilities are' 
moſt fired with ambition ; and that on the contrary, 
mean and narrow minds are the leaſt aCtuated by it ;; 
whether it be that.-a man's ſenſe of his own incapaci- 
ties makes him deſpair of coming. at fame, or that he' 
has not enough range of thought to look out for any 
good which does not more immediately relate to his: 
intereſt or convenience, or that Providence, in the 
very frame of his ſoul, would not ſubje& him to ſuch: 
a paſſion as would be uſeleſs to the world, and a tor-: 
T.ent to himſelf. - 6h WEE 
WERE not this deſire of fame very ſtrong, the dif- 
ficulty. of obtaining it, and. the danger 'of loling it" 
when obtained, would be ſufficient to deter a man from - 
io vain a purſuit, 305 OR SH 
How few are there who are furniſhed with abilities 
ſufficient to recommend their ations to the admiration: 
of the world, and to diſtinguiſh themſelves from the 
reſt of mankind ? Providence for the moſt part ſets us 
upon a level, ,and obſerves a kind of proportion in its 


diſpenſations.towards us. If it renders. us perfect in: 


one accompliſhment, it generally leaves us defective. 
in another, and ſeems careful rather of preſerving. 


= every perſon from. being mean and deficient in his 


qualifications, than of making any ſingle one eminent 


= of extraordinary. - 


AyD among thoſe who are the moſt richly endowcd'! 
by nature, and accompliſhed. by their own. induſtry, 
how few are there whoſe virtues are not obſcured by 


Þ the ignorance, prejudice or envy of their beholders ? ' 


ome men cannot diicern between a noble and a 


W mcan action. Others are apt to attribute them to ſome 


falſe end or intention: and others purpoſely miſrepre- 
ſent or put a wrong. 1nterpretation on them. | 
DUT tne more to- enforce this conſideration, we 


W& Tay oblcrve that thoſe arc generally moſt unſucceſsful 
W 18their purſuit attcr fame, who are moſt. deſirous of 
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obtaining it. It is Saly/Fs remark upon. Cato, that 
the leſs he coveted glory the more he acquired it, - 

Mex take an ill-natured pleaſure in erofing ourin- 
clinations, and diſappointing us in what our hearts are 
moſt ſet upon. When therefore they have diſcovered 
the paſſionate defire of fame in the ambitious man, (az 
no womper of mind is more apt to ſhew itſelf) they he. 
come ſparing and reſerved in their commendation, 
they envy him the ſatisfaRtion of an applauſe, and 
look on their praiſes rather as a kindneſs done to his 
perſon, than as a tribute paid to-his merit. Others 
who are free from this natural perverſenefs of temper, 
grow wary in their praiſes of one, who ſets too great 
a value on them, left they ſhould raiſe him top high 
in his own imagination, and by conſequence remoyes 
him to a greater diſtance from themſelves, 

Bur farther, this defire of fame naturally betrays 
theambitious man intoſuch indecencies as are a leſſen- 
ing to. his reputation. He 1s {till afraid leſt any of his 
actions ſhould be thrown away in private, leſt his de- 
ſerts ſhould be concealed from the notice of the world, 
or receive any diſadvantage from the reports which 
otl.ers make of them. This often ſets him on empty 
boaſts and oftentations of himſelf, and betrays him in- 
to' vain fantaſtical recitals of his own performances: 


his diſcourſe generally leans one way, and, whatever 


is the ſubject of it, tends obliquely either to- the de- 
trating from others, or to the extolling of himſelf. 
Vanity 1s the natural weakneſs of an ambitious man, 
which expoſes him to the ſecret ſcorn and derifion of 
thoſe he converſes with, and ruins the character he is 
ſo induſtrious to advance by it. For tho? his actions 
are never fo glorious, they loſe their luſtre when they 
are drawn at large, and ſet to ſhow by his own hand; 
and as the world is more apt to find fault than to com- 
mend, the boaſt will probably be cenſured when the 
great action that occationed it 1s forgotten. 
BxEs$1DES, this very defire of fame is looked on asa 


meannelſs and imperf-ction in the greateft character. 


A ſolid and ſubſtantial greatneſs of foul looks down 


with a generous neglect on the cenſures and applaulcs 
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of the multitude, and places a man beyond the little- 


noiſe and ſtrife of tongues. Accordingly we find in 


ourſelves a ſecret awe and veneration for the character 


of one who moves above'us in a regular and illuſtrious. 
courſe of virtue, without any regard to our good or 
ill opinions of him, to our reproaches or commenda- 


tions. As on the contrary it is uſual for us, when we- 


would take off from the fame and reputation of at ac-- 
tion, to aſcribe it to vain glory, and a deſire of fame 
in the actor. Nor is this common judgment and opi- 
nion of mankind ill founded, for certainly it denotes 


WE no great bravery of mind to be worked up to any no-: 


ble action by ſo ſelfiſh a motive, and to do that out of 
a deſire of fame, which we could not be prompted to 
by a diſintereſted love to mankind, or by a generous- 
paſſion for the glory of him that made us. 

THrvs is fame a thing difficult to be obtained by all, 


| L | but particularly by thoſe who thirſt after it, ſince moſt: 
& men have ſo much either of ill-nature, or of warineſs, 


as not to gratify or ſooth the vanity of the ambitious 
man, and fince this very thirſt after fame naturally be- 


W trays him into ſuch indecencies as are leſſening to his- 


reputation, and is itſelf looked upon as a weakneſs im: 
the greateſt characters. 


In the next place, fame is eaſily loſt, and as difficult 


to be preſerved as it was at firit to be acquired. But 


F | tis I ſhall make the ſubject of a following paper. 
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The ſame ſubjeft continued. [SpeR. N*? 256.] 


; "Þ TER many paſſions and tempers of mind 


which naturally diſpoſe us to depreſs and vilify: 


the merit of one riſing in the eſteem of mankind. All 


X taoſe wao made their entrance into the world with the: 
Ws jame advantages, and were once looked on as his 


equals, are apt to think the fame of his merits a re- 


f:xion on their own deſerts; and will therefoce take: 


W <2r2 to reproach him with the ſcandal of fome paſt 


action, or derogate from the worth of the preſent, 


; that they may {till "A oa the fame level with. 


them= 
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themſelves. The like kind of conſideration often fiir: 
up the envy of fuch as were once his ſuperiors, wi 
Think 1t a detraction from their merit to ſee another 
get ground upon them and overtake them in the pur. 
tuits of glory ; and will therefore endeavour to tink his 
reputation, that they may the better preſerve their 
own. Thofe who were once his equals envy and 6. 
fame him, becaule they now fee him their ſuperior; 
and thoſe who were once his ſuperiors, becaule they 
look. upon him as their equal. 
__ Bvr farther, a man whoſe extraordinary reputation 
thus lifts hira up to the notice and obſervation of man- 
kind; draws a multitude of eyes upon him that wil 
narrowly infpect eyery part of him, conſider him nice- 
ly in all views, and not be a little pleafed when they 
have taken him in the worſt and moſt diſadvantageous 
light. "There are many who find a pleaſure in contra- 
gdicting the common reports of fame, and in ſpreading 
abroad the weakneſles of an exalted charater. They 
p.bliſh their i!!l-natur'd diſcoveries with a ſecret pride, 
and applaud themſelves .for the ſingularity of their 
judgment, which has ſearched deeper than « thers, de» 
tected what the reſt of the world have overlooked, 
and found a flaw in what the generality of mankind 
2dmires. Others there are who proclaim the errors 
and infirmities of a great man with an inward ſatisfac- 
tion and complacency, if they diſcover none of the 
like errors and infirmities in themſelves; for while they 
are expoſing another's weakneſſes, they are tacitlyaim- 
ing at their own commendations, who are not ſubjea 
ro the like infirmities, and are apt to. be tranſported 
with a fecret kind of vanity to ſee themſelves ſuperior 
in ſome reſpeRs to one of a ſublime and celebrated re- 
putation. Nay, it very often happens, that none are WR 
more induſtrious in publiſhing the blemiſhes of an ex- We 
traordinary reputation, than ſuch as lye open to tie W 
ſame cenſures in their own characters, as either hoping, 
to excuſe their own defeQs by the authority of ſo high 
anexample, or raiſing an imaginary applauſe to them- 
{elves for ora, 2 perſon of an exalted reputation, 
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' theſe ſecret ſprings of detraCtion fail, yet very often a: 


vain oftentation of wit ſets a man; on attacking an- 


eſtabliſhed name,  and' ſacrificing it'to the mirth and-. 


laughter of thoſe about him. A ſatire or.a libel on- 
one of the common ſtamp, never meets with that re- 
ception and approbation among its readers, as what is 
aimed at a perſon whoſe merit places him upon an emi- 
nence, and gives him a more conſpicuous figure among. 
men. Whether it be that we think it ſhews greater 
art to expoſe and turn to ridicule a man whoſe charac- 
ter ſeems ſo improper a ſubje& for it, or that we are 
pleaſed by ſome implicit kind of revenge to fee him . 
taken down and humbled' in his reputation, and in 
ſome meaſure reduced to our own rank, who had ſo 
far raiſed himſelf above us in the reports and'opinions- 
of mankind. | | 
THvus we ſee how many dark and intricate motives- 
there are to detraQtion and defamation, and how many. 
malicious ſpies are ſearching into the actions of a great 
man,. who is not always the beſt prepared fcr-ſo nar-- 
row an-inſpe&tion. For we may generally obſerve, 
that our admiration of a famous man leffens upon our: 
nearer acquaintance with him ;. and that we ſeldom 
hear the deſcription-of a celebrated perſon, without a__ 
catalogue of ſome notorious weaknefles and inficmities. 
The reafons may be, becauſe any little ſlip is more: 
conſpicuous and obſervable in his conduct than in ano- - 
ther's, as it is not of a-piece with the reſt of his cha- 
racer, or becauſe it is impoſſible for a: man at the ſame. 


time to be attentive to the more important part of his 


iife, and to keep a watchful eye over all the inconſi- 
derable circumſtances of 'his behaviour and. converſa-' 
tion; or becauſe, as we have before obſerved, the ſame 


_ temper of mind which inclines-us to adefire of fame, . 


naturally betrays us into ſuch ſlips and unwarinefles as 
are not incident to men of a contrary diſpoſition; 
AFTER all it muſt be confeſs'd, that a noble and” 
er om merit often breaks: through and diſflipatzs 
theſe little ſpots and ſullies in its reputation ; but-if by 
a'miſtaken purſuit after fame, or through human infir- 
mity, any falſe ſtep be-made-in the more momentous 


Conccrns of life, the whole ſcheme of. ambitious: de- 


{1gns 
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ſigns is broken and diſappointed. The ſmaller lains 


and blemiſhes may die away and diſappear amidſt the 


brightaeſs that furrounds them ; but a blot of a deeper 
nature caſts a ſhade on all the other beauties, and dark- 


ens the whale character. How difficult therefore is it 


to preſerve a great name, when he that has acquired 
it is ſo obnoxious to ſuch little weakneſſes and infirmi.- 
ties as are no {mall diminution to it when diſcovered, 
eſpecially when they are ſo induſtriouſly proclaimed, 


and aggravated by ſuch as were once his ſuperiors or 


equals; by ſuch as would ſet to ſhow their judgment 

or their wit, and by ſuch as are uilty or inncocent of 

the ſame flips or miſconducts in their own behaviour? 
BUT were there none of thele diſpoſitions in others 


to cenſure a famous man, nor any ſuch miſcarriages 


in himſelf, yet would he meet with no ſmall trouble 
in keeping up his reputation in all its height and fplen- 
dor. There muſt be always a noble train of actions 
to preſerve his fame in life and motion. For when it 
is once at a: {tand, it naturally flags and languiſhes, 
Admiration is a very ſhort-liv'd paſſion, that imme- 
diately decays upon growing familiar with its objec, 
unleſs it be ſtil ed with freſh diſcoveries, - and kept 
alive by a perpetual new ſucceſhon of miracles riling up 
to its. view. And even the greateſt actions of. a cele- 
brated. perſon labour under: this diſadvantage, that 
however ſurpriſing and extraordinary they may be, 
they are no more than what are expected from him; 
but on the contrary, if they fall any thing below the 


opinion that is conceived of him, though they might. 


Tag. the reputation of another, they are a diminution 
tO P18. | | 

__ Ons would think there ſhould be ſomething won- 
d-rfully pleaſing in the poſſeflion of fame, that, not- 
withſtanding all theſe mortifying conſiderations, can 
engage a man in ſo deſperate a purſuit ;. and yet if 


we. conſider the little happineſs that attends a great. 


characer, and the multitude of diſquietudes to which. 
the deſire of it ſubjes an ambitious mind, one would 
be ſtill. the more ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many reſtleſs can- 
didates for glory. RE 
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AMBITION raiſes a ſecret tumult in the ſoul, it in- 
flames the mind, and puts it into a violent hurry of 
thought: it is ſtil] reaching after an empty Imaginary 
good, 'that has not in it' the power to abate or fatisfy 
:t, - Moſt other things we long for can allay the crav- 
ings of their ptoper ſenſe, and for a white ſet: the ap= 


_ petite at reſt ; but fame is a good fo wholly foreign 


to our natures, that we have no faculty in the ſoul 
adapted to it, nor any organ in the body toreliſh it ; 
an objeCt of deſire placed: out of the poſſibility of fru- 
ition, It may indeed fill the mind for a while with 
a giddy kind of pleaſure; but it is ſuch = pleaſure as 
makes a man teſtleſs and /uneafy under 1, and which 
does not ſo much ſatisfy-the preſent thirſt, 'as it -ex- 
cites freſh deſires, and ſets the ſoul on new enterpri- 
ſes. For how few ambitious men are there, who have 
oot as much fame as'they defire, and whoſe thirſt 
after it has not been as eager in the very height of their 
reputation, as it was before they became known and 
eminent among men?” There is not any circumftance 
in Ce/ar's charaQter which gives me a greater idea of 


him, than a ſaying which Cicero te]ls us he frequently. 


made uſe of in private converſation, That he was ſa- 
tisfied with his ſhare of life and fame. Se ſatis vel ad na- 
turam, vel ad gloriam vixifſe, Many indeed have giver 
over their purſuits after fame, but that has proceeded 
either from the diſappointments they have met in it, 
or from their experience of the little pleaſure which 
attends 4t, or from the better informations or natural 
coldneſs of old age; but ſeldom from a full ſatisfac= 
tion and acquieſcence in their preſent enjoyments of it. 


Nor is fame only unſatisfying in itſelf, but the de- ; 


fire ofit lays us open tomany accidental troubles which 
thoſe are free from who have not ſuch a tender regard 
tor it, How often is the ambitious man caſt down and 


diſappointed, if he receives no praiſe where he expec- 


ted it ? Nay how often is he mortifi-d with the very 
praiſes he receives, if they do' not riſe fo high as he 
thinks they ought, which they ſeldom do unleſs in- 
creaſed by flattery, ſince few men have ſo good an 
Opinion of us as we have of ourſelves? Bur if the 


5 ambitious 
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ambitious man- be ſo much grieved even with praiſe 


itſelf, how will he be able to bear up under ſcandal 
.and defamation ? For-the ſame temper of mind which 
makes-him deſtre;fame, -makes him hate reproach; If 
he can; be, tranſported with. the extraordinary praiſes 
of men,;he-will be as much dejeCted by-theircenſures, 
How: little therefore.is the happineſs of. an ambitious 
man, who gives-every one a-dominion.over it, who 


thus ſubje&ts himſelf to the good or ill ſpeeches of 


others, and/puts it in ,the. power. of every malicious 
tongue; t9; throw him-.into a fit of melancholy, and 


deſtroy his natural reft and repoſe of mind ? eſpecially: 


when we conlider that the world: is mare apt to cen- 
ſure than applaud, and himſelf fuller of imperfeQions 
than virtues. 14-15 2218965, 

WE may. further obſerve, that ſuch a-man will be 
more grieved for the loſs of fame, than he could have 
been pleaſed. with the enjoyment. of it. , For tho the 
preſence of this imaginary good cannot-make us hap- 


Py, the abſence of it may make us.miſerable: becauſe 


in the enjoyment of an obje& we only find that ſhare 
of pleaſure. which it is capable: of giving. us, but in 
the loſs. of it we do not proportion our grief to the- 
real value it bears, but to the value our.-fancies and: 
imagir.a:ions ſet upon it. 


bu 


| $6 inconſiderable is the ſatisfaion that fame brings. 


. 


along with it, and lo great the diſquietudes to which: 
it makes-us liable. The defire of it ſtirs up veryaun-- 
eaſy motions inthe mind, and is rather inflamed than: 
ſ.tisheJ by the preſence of the thing deſired. .'The en- 
joyment of it brings very little pleaſure, though the: 
loſs or want of it be very ſenſible and aMicting ; and 
even this little happineſs 1s fo very precarious, that it 
wholly depends on the will of others. We are-not: 
only tortured by the reproaches which are offered us,. 
but are diſappointed by the filence of men when it 1s: 
unexpected ;. and humbled even by their praites. 
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The ſame ſubjeft continued. [ Spect. N* 257.] 


HAT I might not loſe myſelf upon a ſubject of 
' ſo great extent as that of fame, I have treated 
it in a particular order and method. [I have firſt of all 
conſidered the reaſons why providence may have :m- 
planted in our minds ſuch a principle of ation. I have 
in the next place ſhewn from many conſtderations z 


W Firſt, that fame is a thing difficult to be obtained, and 


cafily loſt ; Secondly, that -it- brings the ambitious 
man very little happineſs, but ſubjects him to much 
uneaſineſs and diflatisfation. I ſhall in the laſt place 
ſhew, that it hinders us from obtaining an end which 
we have abilities. to acquire, and which 1s accompa=- 
nid with fulneſs of fatisfattion. - I need not tell my 
reader, that I mean by this end that happineſs which 
is reſerved for us in another world, which every one 
has abilities to procure, and which will bring along 
with it fulneſs of joy and pleaſures for evermore. 
How the purſuit after fame may hinder us in the 
attainment of this great end, I ſhall leave the reader 
to collect from the three following confiderations. 
FirsT, Becauſe the ftrong de{ire of fame breeds 
ſeveral vicious habits in the mind. * » 
SECONDLY, Becauſe many of thofe ations, which 
are apt to procure fame, are not in their nature con» 
ducive to this our ultimate happineſs. | 
THIRDLY, Becauſe if we ſhould allow the ſame ac- 
tions to be the proper inſtruments, both of acquirin 
tame, and of procuring this happineſs, they m—__ 
nevertheleſs fail in the attainment of this laſt end, if 
they proceeded from a defire of the firſt. . 
_ THESE three p:opolitions are ſelf-evident to thoſe 
who are verſed in ſpeculations of morality For 


which reaſon I ſhall not enlarge upon them, but pro- 


ceed to. a point of the ſame nature, which may open 
to us a more uncommon held of ſpeculation. F 
FROM what has already been obſerved, I think we 
may have a natural concluſion, that it is the greateſt 
folly to ſeek the praiſe or approbation of any DCIS» 
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beſides the Supreme, and that for theſe two reaſons 
becauſe no other being can make a right judgment of 
us, and eſteem us according to our merits ; and he. 
. cauſe we can procure no confidetable benefit or adyan. 
tage from the eſteem and approbation of any other 
ng. 7 
In the firſt place, no other being can make a right 
judgment of us, and eſteem us according to our merits, 
Created beings ſee nothing but our outſide, and can 
therefore only trame a judgment of us from our exterior 
actions and behaviour : but how unfit theſe are to give 
| us a right notion of each other's perfections, may ap- 
pear from ſeveral coniiderations. I here are many yir- 
tues, which in their own nature are incapable of any 
outward repreſentation: many filent perfeCtions in the 
ſoul of a good man, which are great ornaments to hu- 
man nature, but not able to di{cover themſelves tothe 
knowledge of others ; they are tranſacted in private, 
without noiſe or ſhow, and are only viſible to the great 
fearcher of hearts. What actions can expreſs the en- 
tire purity of thought which refines and ſanCifies a 
virtuous man? That ſecret reſt and contentedneſs of 
mind, v:hich gives him a perfe&tenjoyment of his pre- 
ſent condition ; that inward pleaſure and complacency, 
which he feelsin doing good ; that delightjand ſatisfac- 
tion which he takes in the proſperity and happineſs of 
another ? Theſe and the like virtues are the hidden 
beauties of a ſoul, the ſecret graces which cannot be 
diſcovered by a mortal eye, but make the foul lovely 
and precious in his ſight, from whom no ſecrets are 
concealed. Again, there are many virtues which. want 
an opportunity of exerting and'ſhewing themlielves 1n 
action. Every virtue requires time and place, a proper 
object and a ft conjuncture of circumſtances, for the 
due exerciſe of it. A ſtateof poverty obſcures all the 
virtues of liberality and munificence. T he patience 
and fortitude of a. martyr or confeſſor lye conceale 1n 
_ the flouriſhing times of Chriſtianity. Some virtues are 


only ſeen in affliction, and ſome in proſperity: ſome 


in a private, and others in a public capacity. But the 
great Sovereign of the world beholds every perfection 


un its obſcurity, and not only ſees what we do, _ 
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what we would do. He views our behaviour in every 


* concurrence of affairs,” and ſees us engaged in all the 


-poſſibilities of ation. He diſcovers the martyr and 
confeſſor without the trial of flames and tortures, and 
will hereafter intitle many to the reward of actions, 
which they had never the opportunity of performing. 
Another reaſon why men cannot form a right judg- 
ment of us is, becauſe the ſame actions may. be aimed 
at different ends, and ariſe from quite contrary prin- 


_ <iples. ACtions are of ſo mixtia nature, and ſo full of 


circumſtances, that as men pry into them more or 
1:{s, &: obſerve ſome parts more than others, they 
take different hints, and put contrary interpretations 
onthem; ſo that the ſame actions may repreſent a 
man as hypocritical and defigning to one, . which 
make him appear a ſaint or hero to another. He 
therefore who loaks upon . the ſoul through its. out= 
ward actions, often ſees it througha deceittul medium, 
which is apt to diſcalour and pervert the object : fo 
that on this account alfo, he is the only proper judge 
of our perfe&tions, who does not gueſs at the-fincerity 
of our intentions from the goodneſs of our actions, 
but weighs the goodneſs of ouraQions by the ſincerity 


of our intentions. | ; 


BurT further; it is impoſſible for outward aQions to. 
repreſent the perfeEtions of the ſoul, becauſe they can 
never{hew the ftrengthofthoſe principles from whence 


they proceed. "They are not adequate expreffions of 


our virtues, and can only .ſhew-us what habits are in 
the ſoul, without diſcovering the degree and perfe&ion 
oi ſuch habits. 'They are 'at beft but weak reſemb- 
lances :of our untentions, faint and imperfe& copies 
tnat may acquaint/us with a general deſign, but can 
never expreſs the beauty and life of the original. But 


= the great Judge of all the earth knows every different 


ſtate and degree of human improvement, from thoſe 
weak ſtrrings.and. tendencies of the will which have 
not yet formed themſelves into regular purpoſes and 
defigns, to the Jaſt entire finiſhing and conſummation 
of 2 good habit. He beholds the firſt imperfect rudi- 
ments of a virtue in the foul, and keeps a watchful 
eye over it 1nall its progreſs, till it has received every 

_ grace. 
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grace it is capable of, and appears in its full beay 
and perfection. Thus we ſee that none but the Sy. 
preme Being can eſteem us according to our proper 
merits, ſince all others muſt judge of us from our out- 
ward actions, which can never give them a juſt eftj. 
mate of us, ſince there are many perfections of a man 


which are not capable of appearing in action ; many 


which, aLowing no natural incapacity. of ſhewiny 
themſelves; want an opportunity . of doing it; or 
ſhould they all meet with an opportunity of appearing 
by actions, yet thoſe ations may be miſinterpreted, 
and applied to wrong principles ; or tho” they plainly 
diſcovered the principles from whence they proceeded, 
they could never {hew'the degree, ſtrength and per» 
fFe&ion of thoſe principles. © {1 
- AND as the Supreme Being is the only proper judge 
of our perfections, ſo is he the only fit rewarder of 
them. This is a conſideration that comes home to 
our intereſt, as the. other adapts itſelf to our ambition, 
And what could the moſt aſpiring, or the molt ſelfiſh 
man deſire more, were he to form the notion of a 


being to whom he would: recommend himſelf, than 


ſuch a knowledge as'can diſcover the leaſt appearance 
of perfeQtion in him, and ſuch a goodneſs'as will pro- 
portion.a reward to it? LE = EIT. e2 
LET the ambitious man therefore turn all his defirg 
of fame this way.;z and that he may. propoſe to him- 
ſelf a fame worthy of his ambition, let him conſider 


that if he employs his abilities to the beſt advantage, 


the time will come when the Supreme Governor of the 


world, the great Judge 'of mankind, who ſees every 
degree of perfection in: others, and pofleſles -all pol- 
Gible perfection in himſelf, ſhall proclaim his worth 


| before men and angels, and pronounce to him in the 
preſence of the whole creation that -beſt and moſt 
Fenificant of applauſes, Well done, thou good and 
faithful ſervant, enter thou. into thy maſter s joy. = 
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tn Allegory on ONE'S-SELF- [World, N* 198.] 


To Mr. F1Tz-A DAM. 


Br > of FB bn | 
T BEG your advice and aſhſtance to enable me to 
J get rid of one of the moſt impertinent companions 
that ever exiſted. TI have tried every art and contri- 
vance in my power to free myſelf from his odious con- 
verſation; the creature will preſs upon my retirement, 
and force himſelf upon me in ſpite of my teeth; though 
the tte a t#te is always the moſt ſhocking and unman-. 
nerly you can poſſibly conceive. -The thing is always 
meddling in my affairs in a manner quite intolerable ; 
always ſetting them in ſuch a light, as cannot fail to. 
put me out of humour; and teazing me with reflec- 
tions that make me weary of my life, I am fure I 
"could more eaſily bear the ſpiteful tongues of twenty. 
witty females at the maſquerade, than the imperti- 
nence of this animal for a quarter of an hour;.and. 
with concern I find, that the more pains I take to. free 
myſelf from him, the more troubleſome he grows. _ 
. Nor do I complain only for my own ſake, but for 
the ſakes of almoſt the whole circle of my acquaint- 
ance, as well female as male, who in general are peſter- 
ed in a moſt unreaſonable manner by this ſaucy intru-- 
der, whom all are forced to admit, though ſo few care 
for his company, and againſt whoſe preſumption no 
rank or dignity, no I or profeſſion, can defend 
them. He will force himſelf into the cloſet, hover. 
about the bed, and penetrate through the thickeſt 
darkneſs into the deepeſt receſs; will travel with .us 
by ſea and land, and follow the wretch into baniſh- 
, ment, In vain does the ſtateſman hug himſelf in the 
ſucceſs of his unjuſt ſchemes, or exult in the gratifi- 
cation of his ambition or revenge; unawed by his 
power, this haughty companion will check his career - 
of tranſport, by placing before his eyes the inſtability . 
of his ſituation, and the conſequences of his ations. 
| In vain does the flirt or coxcomb, when alone, endea- 
vour to recollect with pleaſure the bad:nage of the 
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day ; the creature will diſturb their moſt delightful re- 
veries, and by the magic of his intervention, convert 
all the imaginary agrements into vanity, folly, and loft 
time. You cannot wonder then that ſo many avoid 
and fly him, and that the panic ſpread by him ſhould 
extend itſelf far and wide ; nor can_you be much a. 
mazed when I aſſure you, that it is no uncommon 
thing to ſee men of ſenſe and courage fly from him 
without reaſon, and take refuge in thoſe polite reſorts, 
where diffpation, riot and luxury, ſecure them from 
bis viſits, which they only decline becauſe it is un- 
faſhionable to converſe with' him. It is ſurpriſing 
what-pains are continually taken, what contrivances: 
have: been uſed-to get rid of this univerſal phantom, 
Some flatter him, fome bully him, and ſome endeavour 
to impoſe upon him ; buthe never fails to detect their 
frauds, and to reſent them with ſeverity. 

T Her beaus and fine gentlemen ſeem to revere and 
adore him, pouring forth libations of ſweet water, and 
offering him the incenſe of perfumes ; cloathing him' 
in dreſſes, elegant and expenſtve as thoſe” of our lady: 
_ of Loretto, practiſing every art of heathen or popiſh/ 
idolatry, even torturing themſelves for 'his'ſake ; but 
all with no manner of ſucceſs ; for the brute in return 
is as unſociable and dragreeable to the pretty creatures, 
as the moſt ſavage ſquire, or the moſt formal pedant; 
ſo that ſpite of their pretences, they are obliged to 
fly, as a plague, from what they appear moſt to ad- 
mire. I cznnot here omit a whimſical circumſtance 
in this paradoxical character, that 'moſt people are 
reproached with loving him with the greateſt partiality 
and fondneſs, and are greatly delighted to hear him 
praiſed, yet very few ſeek to come to the knowledge 
of him, or cultivate his acquaintance ; nay, the greater 
part try all poſſible means to avoid encountering him. 

Ovk modern philoſophers pretend by their ſyſtems 
to have ſilenced him, and by that means to have pre- . 
vente] his being troubleſome to them or their acquain> 
tance : but how fallacious theſe pretences are, is plain 
from their avoiding all opportynities of being alone 
with him, and the confuſton they expreſs whenever 
by unavoidable-neceſlity they are forced to it. Others, 


ms br eneeatbrendieC ft: 


— we 


=P 
> 
x 
<2 
8 
be». 
=. 
TY 
\&® 
% 
It 
» 2. 
- [1] 
o * 
2, 
& 
T7 - 
m7 
nw 
* 
- IS 
45 
vo p 
WE» 
p - 
7 
1 
e 
So 0 
+.» 
4a b. 
Px 
4 
4 ont 
64 
©I& 
-*W2 
2% 
"oa 
> 
Rot 
5; # 
In 
yt 
+ 
4 
5 > 
ney” 
ho 
- 
Ro 
Lat. 
- 
57 
$4 
og 
oz 
FE 
£5 
F % 
ya 
"PE, 
re 
BJ 
4: 
Re 
ns 
» + 
iS 
b 
, 
q : 
F 
I 
4 
% 2 
2 
Fe . 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 335 
:- 2 known enemy to the modern elegant tables 
_ ekerted all the arts of the kitchen againſt him, 
lengthening the feaſt till midnight to keep him off; 
but, like the reckoning, he appears when the banquet 
is over, reproaching the bounteous hoſt with his pro= 


fuſion, and the pampered gueſt with his wanton ſa- 


tiety : nay, ſo galling are his reprehenſtons, and fo 
Ra. Wrox hh Ns FatruRoh, that there have not been 
wanting inſtances, even in high life, of thoſe, who 
not being able to keep him off otherways, have called 
into their relief the halter, dagger and piſtol, and fairly 
removed themſelves into another world to get rid of 

him ; though certain queer fellows pretend that they 
are bit, and that he has followed'them even thither. 
THe fair ſex, though generally favourable to the 


y | impertinent, are fo rudely attacked by this infolent in- 


truder, that to keep him off, they have been obliged 


® to call in to their affiſtance the relief of routs, balls,. 


aſſemblies, operas, gardens and-cards; and all little 
enough for their protection. He might indeed pre-. 
tend to ſome ſhare of their favour, as, like them- 
ſelves, he is a ſevere cenſurer . of his acquaintance z 
but there is this difference in their management, that 
the Jadies are generally fondeſt of fixing their cenſure 
on the innocent, and their adverſary is a judge that 
condemns none but the guilty. The buck and the 
fot ſeem to be leaſt affeted by his importunity ; as 
the one, from his natural inſenſibility, can attend to 
nothing, and the other is always aſleep. 

In the city, thoſe of the middling rank converſe 
with him pretty familiarly ; and the rich, to whom he 
might on ſome occaſions prove troubleſome, have a 


= charm to keep him off, They place a number of bags, 
| full of pieces of a particular metal, cloſe together ; or 


n their ſtead, ſome bits of paper inſcribed with certain 
cabaliſtical charaQers, which, with a Midas-like touch, 
they can tranſmute into gold. By the help of this 
charm, though theydo not entirely get rid of him, they 


| become quite inſenſible to every thing he can ſuggeſt, 


ut 25 theſe materials are not always at hand, or are 


I zpplicd to other uſes by the politer part of mankind, 
| tus magic is not properly underſtood or practiſed at 


the 


2 
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the other end of the town ; though it is ſaid that ſoms 
particular perſons there had tried it with a proper 
effect. | | 

NoTwiTHSTANDING all I haye advanced of thi; 
impertinent viſitor, I cannot help owning that ſome 
have attempted to inſinuate a better opinion of hin, 
A certain old gentleman, for recommending his ac- 
quaintance, got the title of a wiſe man ; a name at 
preſent but of ſmall conſideration ; and I am told that 
there never were but ſeven who were allowed that title, 
There are indeed ſome few perſons of high rank of 
both ſexes, that do vouchſafe to commune with him; 
but.they are ſuch ſort of folks, as are hardly fit to con- 
verſe with any but one another; and very happily, 
one is ſeldom peſtered with them at places of polite 
aſſociation ; ſcarce a man among them knowing how 
to make a bet, to drink his third bottle, or that has 
ſpirit to aſpire at the reputation of a bonne forturr, 
The ladies of this claſs are alſo ſo unfit for the conver- 
ſation of the world, that not one in ten of them knows 
how to play a rubber at Whiſt, or dares to fit down 
to a party at Bragg. | | 

I HAVE now, oir, laid my complaints before you, 
and beg your advice how to get clear of my perplexity, 
My troubleſome companion is, ro doubt, too well 
known to you to require the inſertion of his naine; 
but as ſome of your readers (particularly females} may 
be ſubjec to the frailty of forgetting their moſt inti- 
mate acquaintance, | will inform them, that this 
ghaſtly phantom that intrudes ſo impertinently upon 
all ſorts of people, this creature that we ſo ſeldom 
know what to do with, and wiſh ſo heartily to get 
Tid of, is no other than ONE's SELF. Iam, 
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The SHEPHERD and the PHILOSOPHER. +» 
[Gav.] G 


I 
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EMOTE from cities liv'd a Swain, 
Unvex'd with all the cares of gain ; 
His head was lilver'd o'er with age, 
And long experience made him ſage ; 
In ſummer's heat and winter's co] 
He fed his flock, and penn'd the fold ; 
His hours in chearful labour flew, 
Nor envy nor ambition knew ; 
His wiſdom and his honeſt fame 
Through all the country rais'd his name. 
A DEEP Philoſopher (whoſe rules 
Of moral life were drawn from ſchools) 
The Shepherd's homely cottage ſought, 
And thus explor'd his reach of thought, 
WHENCE is thy learning ? Hath thy toil 
O'er books conſum'd the midnight-oil ? 
Haſt thou old Greece and Rome ſurvey'd, 
And the vaſt ſenſe of Plato weigh'd ? 
Hath Szcrates thy ſoul refin'd, 
And haft thou fathom'd Tul!y's mind ? 
Or, like the wiſe Uly/es thrown 
By various fates on realms unknown, 
Haſt thou through many cities ſtray'd, | 
Their cuſtoms, laws, and manners weigh'd ? 
THE Shepherd modeſtly reply'd, 
I ne'er the paths of learning try'd ; 
Nor have I roam'd in foreign parts 


To read mankind, their laws and arts 3 


For man is pracis'd in diſguiſe, 

He cheats the moſt diſcerning eyes : 
Who by that ſearch ſhall wiſer grow, 
When we ourſelves can never know? 


The little knowledge I have gain'd, 


Was all from ſimple nature drain'd; 
Hence my life's maxims took their riſe, 
Hence grew my ſettled hate to vice, 


Tur 
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THE daily labours of the bee 

Awake my ſoul to induſtry. 
Who can obſerve the careful ant, 
And not provide for future want ? 
My dog (the truſtieſt of his kind) 
With gratitude inflames my mind : | 
I mark his true, his faithful way, | 4 
And in my ſervice copy Tray. » 
In conſtancy and nuptial love, | 
] learn my duty from the dove, 
*The hen, who from the chilly air, 
With pious wings protects her care ; 
And every foul that flies at large, 
Inſtructs me in a parent's charge. 
FRoM nature too I take my rule, 
To ſhun contempt and ridicule. 
T never with important air 
In converſation over-bear. 
Can grave and formal paſs for wiſe, 
When men the ſolemn owl deſpiſe? 
My tongue within my lips I rein ; 
For who talks much muſt talk in vain, 
We from the wordy torrent fly : 
Who liſtens to the chatt'ring pye ? 
Nor would I, with felonious light, 
By ftealth invade my neighbour's right. 
Rapacious animals we hate: 
Kites, hawks, and wolves deſerve their fate. 
Do not we juſt abhorrence find 
Againſt the toad and ſerpent kind: 
But envy, calumny, and ſpite, 
Bear ſtronger venom in their bite. 
'Thus every object of creation 
Can furnith hints to contemplation ; 
_ And from the moſt minute and mean 
A virtuous mind can morals glean. 

THy fame is juſt, the ſage replies; 
"Thy virtue proves thee truly wiſe, | 
Pride often guides the author's pen, 
Books as aftected are as men : 


But 
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But he who ſtudies nature's laws, 

From certain truth his maxims draws 5 

And thoſe without our ſchools, ſuffice 

To make men moral, good, and wile. 


DET ESE I ES ESESESES ESE] 


The COUNTRYMAN and JUPITER. 
| [Garv.] 


To MYSELF. 


HAY Ev a friend Look round and ſpy) 
L So fond, ſo prepoſleſs'd as I? | 
Your faults, ſo'obvious to mankind, 
My partial eyes could never find. 
When, by the breath of fortune blown, 
Your airy caftles were o'erthrown ; 
Have I been over prone to blame, 
Or mortify'd your hours with ſhame ? 
Was I &er known to.damp your ſpirit, 
Or twit'you with the want of merit ? 
"FT 1s not ſo ſtrange, that fortune's frown 
Still perſeveres to keep you down. 
Look round, and fee what others do ; 
| Would you be rich and honeſt too ? 
Have you (like thoſe ſhe rais'd to place) 
Been opportunely mean and baſe ? 
Have you (as times requir'd) reſign'd 
Truth, honour, virtue, peace of mind ? 
If theſe are ſcruples, give her o'er ; 
Write, practiſe morals, and be poor. 
THe gilts: of fortune truly rate; 
Then tell me what would mend- your ſtate. 
If happineſs on wealth were built, 
Rich rogues might comfort find in guilt, 
As grows the miſer's hoarded ſtore, 
His fears, his wants increaſe the more, | 
Trixk, Gay, (what ne'er may be the caſe) 
Should fortune take you into grace, 


Q 2 Would 
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Would: that your happineſs augment ? 
W hat can ſhe give beyond content ? 
SUPPOSE yourſelf a wealthy heir, 
With a vaſt annual income clear; 
In all the aMuence you poſleſs, 
+= You might not feel one care the leſs. 
-- Might you not then (like others find) 
With change of fortune, change of mind ? 
Perhaps, profuſe beyond all rule, 
- "You might ſtart out a glaring fool ; 
Your luxury might break all bounds: 
Plate, table, horſes, Rtewards, hounds, 
Might ſwell your debts : then luſt of play 


. 


| No regal income can defray. 
Sunk 1s all credit, writs aſlail, 
And doom your future life to jail. 

Or were you dignify'd with pow'r, 
Would that avert one penſive hour ? 
You might give avarice its ſwing, 
Defraud a nation, blind a king ; 
Then from the hirelings in your cauſe, 
Though daily fed with falſe applauſe, 
Could it a real joy impart ? | 
Great guilt knew never joy at heart. 

Is happineſs your point in. view ? 

(I mean th intrinſic and the true) 

he nor in camps or courts reſides, 
Nor in the humble cottage hides ; 
Yet found alike in ev'ry ſphere ; 
Who-fknds content, will find her there. 


O'ERSPENT with toil beneath the ſhade, 
A peaſant reſted on his ſpade. 
_ Goop gods ! he cries, 'tis hard to bear 
'This load of life from year to year. 
Soon as the morning ſtreaks the ſkies, 
Induftrious labour bids me riſe; 
With ſweat I earn my homely fare, 
And ev'ry day renews my care. | 
Jove heard the diſcontented ſtrain, 
And thus rebuk'd the murm'ring ſwain. 


. 
Ba - "+ - T3. FL _ 4 = - a; 7 o £4 4.” * "4 % 7 14-4 
5, In oy OED 5 I 2h ON BE It 2; 


5 # 
- © v4 *y/ 7) 
5 LE, E 


SPEAK 


THE MORAL MISCELLANY. 341 
SPEAK out your wants then, honeſt friend: 
Unjuſt complaints the ods offend. 
If you repine at partial fate, 
Inſtruct me what could mens our ſtate. 
- Mankind in every ſtation Ige, | 
What Tg tell me what you'd be, 
So ſaid, upborne upon a cloud, 
The clown ſurvey'd the anxious croud, 
You face of care, ſays Fove behold, 
His bulky bags are fill'd with gold. 
See with what joy he counts it o'er | 
That ſum to day hath ſwell'd his ſtore. 
WeERe I that man, (the Peaſant cry'd) 
What blefling could I aſk beſide ? 
HoLD, ſays the Gop ; firſt learn to know 
True happineſs from outward ſhow, 
This optic glaſs of intuition 
Here, take it, view his true condition. 
HE look'd, and ſaw the miſer's breaſt, 
A troubled ocean, ne'er at reſt ; 
Want ever ſtares him in the face, 
Ang fear anticipates diſgrace :- | 
With conſcious guilt he ſaw him ſtart 
Extortiqan gnaws his throbbing heart ; 
And never, or in thought or dream, 
His breaſt admits one happy gleam. 
May TFove, he cries, reject my pray'ry 
And guard my life from guilt and care. 
My ſoul abhors that wretch's fate, 
keep me in my humble ſtate ! Em 
But ſee amidſt a gawdy crowd, 
Yon minſter ſo gay and proud ; 
On him what happineſs attends, 
Who thus rewards his grateful friends !. 
Firſt take the glaſs, the God replies ; 
an views the world with partial eyes. 
Good gods ! exclaims the ſtartled wight, 
Defend: me from. this hideous fight ! 
orruption, with corroſive ſmart, 
Lies cank'ring on his guilty heart ; 
3 I fe 
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I. ſee him, with polluted hand, 
Spread the contagion o'er the land. 
ow av'rice with infatiate jaws, 
Now 1apine with her harpy claws, 
His boſom tears. - His conſcious breaſt 
Groans with: a load of -crimes' oppreft. 
See him, . mad and drunk with power, 
Stand tott'ring on ambition's tower, 
Sometimes, in ſpeeches vain and proud,. 
His boaſts inſult the nether crowd ; 
Now, ſeiz'd with giddinefs and fear, 
He trembles leſt his fall is near. 
. Was ever wretch like this, he cries Þ 
Such miſery in ſuch diſguiſe ! 
"The change, O Feve, I diſavow ; 
Stil! be my lot the ſpade and plough. 
He next, confirm'd by ſpeculation, 
Rejects the lawyer's occupation ; 
Far he the ſtateſman ſeem'd in part, 
'And bore fimilitude of heart. -. 
Nor did the foldier's trade inflame 
His hopes with thirſt of ſpoil and fame s 
The miferies of -war he mourn'd-; | 
Whole nations into defarts turn'd. 
By theſe have laws and rights been bray'd; 
By theſe was free-barn man inflay'd: 
When battles and invaſion ceaſe, 
Why ſwarm they in the lands of peace? 
Such change (ſays he) may I decline; 
The ſcythe and civil arms be mine'!- -/ 
Trnvs, weighing life in each condition, 
The Clown withdrew his raſh petition. 
ants thus.the God : How mortals err | 
If you true happineſs prefer,” | 
*T'is to no rank of life confin'd, - 
But dwells in ev'ry honeſt mind. 
Be juſtice then your ſole purſuit; _ 
Plant virtue, and content's:the fruit, 
So Fove, to gratify the clown,  _ 
Where fuſt he found him ſet him down. 
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The PACK-HORSE and the CARRIER. 
apy [Gav.] 


To a YounG NoBLEMAN, 


EGIN, my Lord, in early youth, 
To ſuffer, nay, encourage truth : 

And blame me not for diſreſpect, 
Tf I the flattrer's ſtyle reject; | 
With that by menial tongues ſupply'd, 
You're daily cocker'd up in pride. 

THs tree's diſtinguiſh'd by the fruit, 
Be virtue then your firſt purſuit : 
Set your great anceſtors in view, 
Like them deſerve the title too ; 
Like them ignoble aCtions ſcorn : 
Let virtue prove you greatly born. 

Troven withleſs plate their ſide-board ſhoge, 
Their conſcience always was their own ; 
"They neer at levees meanly fawn'd, 
Nor was their honour yearly pawn'd ; 
Their hands, by no corruption ſtain'd, 
"The minifterial bribe difdain'd; | 
They ſerv'd the crown with loyal zeal, 
Yet jealous of the public weal ; 
'They ſtood the bulwark of our laws, 
And wore at heart their country's cauſe ; 
— neither place or penſion bought, 

hey ſpoke and voted as they thoughts 
Thus did your fires adorn their ſeat ; 
And ſuch alone are tiuly great. 

IF you the paths of learning light, 
You're but a dunce in ſtronger light : 
In foremoſt rank, the Boron, þ plac'd, 
1s more conſpicuouſly diſgrac'd, 
If you to ſerve a paltry end, 
To knaviſh jobs can condeſcend, 
We pay you the contempt that's due ; 
In that you have precedence too. 


Q4 | Whence 
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Whence had you this illuſtrious name ? 
From virtue and unblemilſh'd fame. 

By birth the name alone deſcends ; 
Your honour on yourſelf depends. 
"Think not your coronet can hide 
Aſſuming ignorance and pride. 
Learning by ſtudy muſt be won, 

*T was ne'er entail'd from ſon to ſon. 
Superior worth your rank requires ; 
For that mankind reveres your fires ; 
If you degenerate from your race, 
Their merits heighten your diſgrace. 


A CARRIER, ev'ry night and morn, 
Would ſee his horſes eat their corn. 
This ſunk the hoftler's vails, *tis true ; 
But then his horſes had their due. 
Were we lo cautious in all caſes, 
Small gain would riſe from greater places, 
THE manger now had all its meaſure ; 
He heard the grinding teeth with pleaſure: 
When all at once confuſion rung; 
They ſnorted, joftled, bit, and flung. 
A pack horſe turn'd his head aſide, 
Foaming, his eye balls ſwelFd with pride. 
'Goop gods! (fa s he) how hard's my lot! 
Is then my high ſcent forgot ? Y 
 Reduc'd to drudg'ry and diſgrace, rt 
i life unworthy of my race) : 
uſt I too bear the vile attacks 
_ Of ragged ſcrubs, and vulgar hacks ? 
See ſcurvy Roan, that brute i11-bred, 
Dares from the manger thruſt my head ! 
Shall I; who boaft a noble line, | 
On offals of thefe creatures dine ? 
Kick'd by old Baal ! ſo mean a foe | 
My honour ſuffers by the blow. 
Newmarket ſpeaks my grandfire's fame, 
All jockeys till revere his name : 
There yearly are his triumphs told, 
There all his mafly plates enroll'd. 


Whene'er 
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Whene'er led Forelt upon the plain, 

You ſaw him with a 24? train ; 

Returning too with laurels crown'd, 

You heard the drums and trumpets ſound, 

Let it then; Sir, be underſtood, 

ReſpeR's my due, for I have blood, 
AIN-glorious fool (the'Carrier cry'd) 

Reſpect was never paid to pride. 

Know, 'twas the giddy wilful heart 

Reduc'd thee to this laviſh part. | 

Did not thy headſtrong youth diſJairt 

To learn this conduct of the rein ? 

Thus coxcombs, blind to real merit, 

In vitious frolics fancy ſpirit. 

W hat is't to me by whom begot ? 

Thou reftif, pert, conceited-fot. 

Your fires T reverence; 'tis their due: _ 

But, worthleſs fool, what's that to you ? 

Aſk all the Carriers on the road, 

They'll ſay thy keeping's ill beſtow'd. 

Then vaunt no more thy noble race, 

"That neither'mends thy ſtrength or pace. 

Wh hat profits me thy boaſt of blood ? 

An aſs hath more intrinfic good. 

By outward ſhew let's not be cheated : 

An aſs ſhould hke an aſs be treated. 


SSSOSSOOSESSSISESSSSOGD 
The YouTHn and the PHILOSOPHE R. 
A FABLE. [Whitehead,] 


Grecian youth, of talents rare, 
Whom Plato's philoſophic care 
_ Had form'd for virtue's nobler view, 
By precept and example too, 
Wou'd often boaſt his matchleſs {l:ill. 
To curb the ſteed and guide the wheel. 
And as he paſs'd the gazing throns + | 
With graceful eaſe, and ſmack'd the thong, 
Qs Fhs 
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The ideot wonder they expreſs'd 

Was praiſe and tranſport to, his breaſt, _ 
AT length. quite vain, he needs wou'd ſhew' 

His maſter what his art cou'd do; 

And bade his ſlaves the chariot lead 

To Academus' ſacred ſhade, 

The trembling: grove confeſs'd its fright, 

The wood- ymphs ſtartled at the ſight, 

The Muſes dropt the learned lyre, we 

And to their inmoſt ſhades retire ! 
HowE'eER the youth with forward aic 

Bows to-the ſage, and mounts the car. 

The laſh reſounds, the courſers. ſpring, 

The chariot marks the rolling ring, 

And gathring crouds with eager eyes, 

And ſhouts purſue: him as. he flies, 
TRIUMPHANT: to. the goal return'd.. 

With nobler thirſt his boſom: burn'd ; 

And now along th' indented plain 

The ſelf-ſame track he marks again, 

Purſues with care the nice defign, 

Nor ever deviates from the line. . _. 
AMAZEMENT ſeiz'd the circling croud; 

'The youths. with. emulation. glow'd, 

Ev'n heceded ſages haiFd the boy, 

And all but Plato gaz'd with joy: 

For ke deep-judging ſage, beheld 

With pain the triumphs of the field ; 

And when the charioteer drew nigh, 

And, fluſh'd with hope, had caught his eye, 

Alas! unhappy youth, he cry'd,, 

Expect no praiſe from me (and figh'd) 

With indignation I ſurvey 

Such ſkill and judgment thrown aways 

The time profuſely ſquander'd there 

On vulgar arts beneath thy care, . 

If well employ'd, at leſs expence, 

Had taught thee honour, virtue, ſenfe,. 

And rais'd thee from a coachman's fate 

'To govern men, and guide the ſtate, 
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AELEGY oriite ma CounTrRyYy CHURCHK 
7-4 YARD. [Grey. ] 


HE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd wind ſlowly o'er the lea,.. 
The plowman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkneſs and to me. 

Now fades the glimmering landſcape on the ſight. 
And all the air a ſolemn ſtillneſs holds, 


= Save where the beetle wheels his drony flight, 


And drowſy tinklings lull the diſtant folds ; 
Saye that from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r 
The mopeing owl does to the moon complain. 
Of ſuch, as wand'ring near her ſecret bow'r, 
Moleſt her ancient, ſolitary. reign. 

Beneath thoſe rugged elms, that yew-tree's ſhade, 
Where heaves the turf in many a mould'ring heaps. 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, _ By 
The rude Forefathers of the hamlet fleep. 

& The breezy call of incenſe breathing Morn, 

& The ſwallow twitt'ring from the ftraw-built ſhed, 

| The cock's ſhrill clarion, or the echoing horn, 
No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly bed. 

For them, no more the blazing hearth ſhall burn, 
Or buſy houſewife ply. her evening care: 

No children run to liſp their fire's return, 

Or climb his knees the envied kiſs to ſhare, 

Oft did the harveſt to their ſickle yield, 

Their furrow oft the ſtubborn glebe has broke z 
How jocund did they dtive their team afield ! 

How bow'd the woods beneath their ſturdy ſtroke Þ 
Let not Ambition mock their uſeful toil, 
"Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure ;. 

Nor Grandeur hear with a diſdainful ſmile,. 
The ſhort and ſimple annals of the poor. 

The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r, 
And all that beauty, all that wealth: e'er gave. 
Await alike th* inevitable hour. . 
The paths of glory — to the grave. 


Nor 


J 


Nor you, ye Proud, impute to Theſe the fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er the Tomb no Trophies raiſe, 
Where thro” the long-drawn ifle and fretted vault 
The pealing anthem ſwells the note of praiſe. 
Can ſtoried urn or animated buſt 
Back to its manſion call the fleeting breath ? 

Can Honour's voice provoke the ftlent duſt, 
Or Flatt'ry ſooth the dull cold ear of Death? 

| Perhaps in this negleed ſpot is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celeſtial fire ; 
Hands, that the rod of empire might have ſway'd, 
Or wak'd to extaſy the living tyre. 

But Knowledge to their eyes her ample page 
Rich with the ſpoils of time did ne'er unroll ; 
Chill Penury repreſs'd their noble rage, 

And froze the genial current of the foul. 

Full many a gem of pureſt ray ſerene, 

The dark unfathom'd caves of ocean bear ; 

Full many a flower is born to bluſh unſeen, 

And waſte its ſweetneſs on the deſert air. 

Some village Hampden, that with dauntleſs breaſt 
'Tha little Tyrant of his fields withſtood ; 

Dome mute inglorious Milton here may reſt, 

Some Cromwell guiltleſs of his country's blood. 
TH applauſe of liiFning fenates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to defpiſe, 

To ſcatter plenty o'er a ſmiling Ind; | 
And read their hi{fry in a nation's eyes 
Their lot forbad: nor circumſcrib'd alone 
'Their growing virtues, but their crimes conhin'd ; 
Forbad to wade through ſfaughter to a throne, 
And ſhut the gates of mercy on mankind. 

The ftruggling pangs of conſcious truth to hide, 
To quench the bluſhes of ingenious ſhame, 
Or heap the ſhrine of Luxury and Pride 

With incenſe kindled at the Muſe's flame-. 

Far from the madding crowd's ignoble ſtrife, 

Their ſober wiſhes never learn'd to ſtray ; 

Along the cool ſequeſter'd vale of life 

_ They kept the noueleſs tenor of their way. 


Yet 
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Yet ev'n theſe bones-from inſult to protect 
- Some frail memorial ſtill ereted-nigh, | J 
With uncouth rhimes and(ſhapeleſs ſculpture deck'd, 
Implores the paſling tribute of a ſigh. 
'Their.name, their years, ſpelt by th' unletter'd Muſe, 
The place of fame and elegy _— yp. | | 
And many a holy text around ſhe {trews, 
That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to dye. 
For who to dumb Forgetfulneſs a prey, 
This pleaſing anxious being er refign'd, 
'Left the warm precinas of the chearful day, 
Nor caſt one longing ling'ring look behind ? 
On ſome fond breaſt the Fra. foul relies, _ 
Some pious drops the cloling eye requires; 
Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature cties, 
Ev'n in our Aſhes live their wonted Fires. 
For thee, who mindful of th' unhonour'd Dead 
 Doft in theſe lines: their artleſs tale relate ; 
If chance, by lonely Contemplation led, 
Some kindred Spirit-ſhall inquire thy fate, 
Haply ſome hoary-headed Swain may fay, 
© Oft have we feen him at the peep of dawn - 
* Bruſhing with haſty ſteps the dews away _ 
© To meet the ſun upon the upland lawn. _ 
© There at the foot of yonder-nodding beech 
© That wreathes its old fantaſtic roots fo high, | 
* His liffleſs Jength at noon tide wou'd he ftretch, 
* And pore upon the brook that babbles by. 
* Hard by yon wood, now ſmiling as in ſcorn, 
*'Mutt'ring his wayward fancies he wou'd rove ; 
* Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 
* Or craz'd with care, or croſs'd in hopeleſs love. 
* One morn I mifs'd him on the cuſtom'd hill; . 
* Along the heath and near his fav'rite tree, 
© Another came ; nor yet beſide the rill, 
* Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood was he. 
* The next with dirges due in ſad array 
* Slowthrough the church-way path we ſawhim born, 
* Approach and read {for thou can'{t read) the lay, 
* Gray'd on the ſtone beneath you aged thorn. 


F | Or draw his fFrailties from ther 
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FJERE reſts his head upont the lap of Earth 
A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown, 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth, 
* And Melancholy markd him for her own. 
* Large was his bounty, and his ſoul ſincere, 
t Heav'n did a recompence as largely ſend : 
He gave to Misry all he had, a tear, 
F He gain d from Heav'n ('twas all be wiſh'd) a friend, 
No farther ſeek his merits to afeloſe, . | 
read abode, 
(There they alike in a hope repoſe) 
The boſom of his Father and his Gad. 
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The Storyof PALEMON and LAVINIA, 
| [Thomſon's Autumn. ] 


& is lovely young Lavinia once had friends; 
And fortune ſmil'd, deceitful, on her birth. 
For in her helpleſs years depriy'd of all, 

Of every ſtay, ſave Innocence and Heaven, 

She with her, widow'd mother, feeble, old, 

And poor, liv'd in a cottage, far retir'd 

Among the windings of a woody vale ; 

By ſolitude and deep ſurrounding ſhades, 

_But more by baſhful modeſty, conceald. 

_ "Together thus they ſhun'd the cruel ſcorn. 
Which virtue, ſunk to poyerty, would meet 
From giddy paſfion and low-minded pride : 

Almoſt on Nature's common bounty fed ; 

Like the gay birds that ſung them to repoſe, 
Content, and careleſs of to-morrow's fare. 

Her form was freſher than the morning roſe, 
When the dew wets its leaves ; unſtain'd and. pure 
As is the lily, or the mountain ſnow. 

The modeſt virtues mingled in her eyes, 


_ Still on the ground dejected, darting all Their 
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Their humid beams into the blooming flowers ; 
Or when the mournful tale her moth*- cold, 
Of what her faithleſs fortune promis'd once, 
Thrill'd in her thought, they, like the dewy ftar 
Of evening, ſhone in tears. A native grace. 
Sat fair proportion'd on her poliſh'd limbs, 
Veil'd in a ſimple robe, their beſt attire, 
Beyond the pomp of dreſs : for lovelineſs 
Needs not the foreign. aid of ornament, 
But is when unadorn'd adorn'd the moſt. 
Thoughtleſs of beauty, ſhe was beauty's ſelf,. 
Recluſe amid the cloſe-embowering woods. 
As in the hdllow breaſt of Appenine, 
Beneath the ſhelter of encircling hills, 
A myrtle riſes, far from human eye, 
And breathes its balmy fragance o'er the wild ;. 
So flouriſh'd blooming, and: unſeen by all,, _ 
The ſweet Lavinia; till, at length, compelPd 
By ſtrong Neceſſity's ſupreme command, 
With ſmiling patience in her looks, ſhe went 
To glean Palemor's fields. The pride of ſwains 
Palemon was, the generous and the rich; 
Who led the rural life in all its joy 
And elegance, ſuch as Arcadian ſong 
Tranſmits from antient uncorrupted times ; 
When tyrant cuſtom. had not ſhackled man, 
But free to follow Nature was the mode. 
He then,: his fancy with autumnal ſcenes 
Amuſing, chanc'd beſides his reaper-train 
To walk, when poor Lavinia drew his eye; 
Unconſcious of her power, and turning quick 
With unaffeted bluſhes from his gaze : 
He ſaw her charming, but he ſaw not half 
'The charms her down-caſt modeſty conceal'd, 
That very moment love and chaſte defire 
Sprung J his boſom, to himſelf unknown ; 
For ſtill the world prevail'd, and its dread laugh, 
Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher can ſcorn, 
Should his heart own a gleaner in the field, 
And thus in ſecret to his ſoul he ſigh'd. 

+ WHAT pity ! that ſq delicate a form, 
'9 | | 


o 
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* By beauty kindled, where enlivening ſenſe 
** And more than vulgar goodneſs ſeem to dwell, 
© Should be devoted to the rude embrace . | 
«© Of ſome indecent clown ! She looks, methinks, 
&« Of old Xca/o's line ; and to my mind | 
« Recalls that patron of my happy life, 
« From whom my liberal fortune 'todk its riſe; 
& Now to the duſt gone down; his houſes, lands, 
&«. And once fair ſpreading family difloly'd, | 
« *T is faid that in ſome lone obſcure retreat, 
« Urg'd/by remembrance ſad, and decent pride, 
* Far from thoſe ſcenes which knew their better days, 
« His aged widow and his daughter live, | : 
__« Whom yet my fruitleſs ſearch could never find. 
« Romantic wiſh ! would this the daughter were | 
Wren, ſtrict ay beds from herſelf he found 
She was the ſame, the daughter of his friend, 
Of bountiful Acafto ; who'can ſpeak 5 ty 
The mingled paſſions that ſurpriz'd his heart, 
And thro? his nerves in ſhivering tranſports ran ? 
Then blaz'd his ſmother'd flame, avow'd, and bold ; 
And as he -view'd her, ardent, o'er and o'er, 
Love, gratitude, and pity wept at once. 
Confus'd, and irighten'd at his ſudden tears, 
Her rho fluſh'd a. bigher.bloom, 
As thus:Palemon, pathonate and juſt, 
Pour'd out the pious rapture of his foul. 
«* AND art thou then Aca/ts's dear remains ? 
«© She whom my reſtleſs gratitude has ſought, 
&« So long in vain? OQ yes! the very fame, 
« 'The ſoftened image of my noble friend, 
« Alive, his every feature, every look, - | 
«© More elegantly touch'd, Sweeter than ſpring ! 
&«& Thou fole ſurviving bloſſom fromthe root 
© That nouriſh'd up my fortune ! Say, ay where, 
« In what ſfequeſter'd defart, haſt thou drawn 
« The kindeſt aſpeR of delighted heaven ? 
© Tnto ſuch beauty ſpread, and blown ſo fair ; 
« 'Tho' poverty's cold wind,. and cruſhing rain, 
* Beat keen, and heavy on thy tender years ? 
4 Q let me now, into a richer foil, - _ 
« Tranfplank 
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& T;anſplantthee ſafe ! where vernal ſuns and ſhowers, 

6« Diffuſe their warmeſt, largeſt influence; 

« And of my garden be the pride, and joy |! 

$020 DeAge thee, oh it ill befits | 

 & #cafio's daughter, his whoſe open ſtores, 

« Tho' vaſt, were little to his ampler heart, 

«« The father of a country, thus to pick, 

< The very refuſe of thoſe harveſt-helds, 

&« Which from his bounteous friendſhip I enjoy.- 

 « Then throw that ſhameful pittance from thy hand, 

« But ill apply'd to ſuch a rugged taſk; | 

& The fields, the maſter, all, my fair, are thine 

_ «& Tf to the yarious bleflings which thy houſe _. 

© Has on me laviſh'd, thou wilt add that bliſs, 

* That deareſt bliſs, the power of bleſling thee !” 
HERE ceas'd the F para : yet ſtill his ſpeaking eye 

Expreſs'd the ſacred triumph of his ſoul, \ 

With conſcious, virtue, gratitude, and love, 

Above the vulgar joy divinely rais'd. 

| Nor waited he reply. Won by the charm 

Of goodneſs jirrefiſtible, and all | 

In ſweet diſorder loſt, ſhe bluſh'd conſent. 

The news immediate to her mother brought, 

While, pierc'd with anxious thought, ſhe pin'd away, 

The lonely moments for Lavinia's fate ; 

Amaz'd and fcarce believing what ſhe heard, 

Joy ſeiz'd her wither'd veins, and one bright gleam 

Ot ſetting life ſhone on her evening-hours : | 

Not leſs enraptur'd than the happy pairz 

Who flouriſh'd long in tender bliſs, and rear'd 

A numerous offspring, lovely like themſelves, 

And good, the grace of all the country round. 


SINSIISSINIIISIISSISSIINSS 
VIRGIL's.Temb. [Dodftey's ColleRt. Vol. IV.] 


Cams, great bard, to gaze upon thy ſhrine, 
 And*o'er thy relicks wait th* inſpiring Nine : 
For ſure, I ſaid, where Maro's aſhes ſleep, 
The weeping Muſes muſt their vigils keep: 
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Still o'er their fav'rite's monument they mourn, 

And with poetic trophies grace his urn: © 

Have placed the ſhield and martial trumpet here; - 

The ſhepherd's pipe, and rural honours there : 

Fancy 'had deck'd the conſecrated ground, 

And fcatter'd never-fading' roſes round. 

And now my 'bold romantic thought aſpires 

To hear the echo of celeſtial lyres ; 

Then catch ſome ſound to bear delighted home, 

And boaſt T learnt the verſe at V:irg:Ps tomb : 

Or ſtretch'd beneath thy myrtle's frazant ſhade, 

With dreams extatic hov'ring o'er my head, 

vee forms auguſt, and laureFd ghoſt aſcend, 

And with thyſelf, perhaps, the long proceffion end. 
I caME—but ſoon the phantoms difappear'd ; 

Far other ſcenes, than wanton Hope had rear'd ; 

No faery rites, no fun'ral pomp I found ; 


| No trophied walls with wreaths of laurel round : 


A mean unhonour'd ruin faintly ſhow'd. 

The ſpot where once thy mauſoleum ſtood : 
Hardly the form remain'd : a nodding dome 
O'fergrown with moſs is now all /:rg:/s tomb. 
*T was ſuch a ſcene as gave a kind relief 


To memory, in ſweetly-penfive grief : 


Gloomy, unpleafing images it wrought ; 


No muling, foft complacency of thought : 

For Time had canker'd all, and worn away 

Ev'n the laſt, mournful Aroees of decay : 
Sy 


Oblivion, hateful goddeſs, ſate before, 
And cover'd with her duſky wings the door: 
No filver harps I heard, no Muſe's voice. 
But birds obſcene in horrid notes-rejoice 
Fancy recoiPd, and with his tinſel train 
Forſook the chearleſs ſcene ; no more remain 
The warm ambitious hopes of airy youth ; 
Severe Refleion came, 'and frowning Truth : 
Away each glitt"ring' gay idea fled, 
And bade a melancholy train ſucceed; | 
That form'd, or ſeem'd to form, a mournful call | 
In feeble echoes amutt'ring round the wall. _ 
SEEK not the Muſes here ? th' affrighted maids 
Have fled Parthenope's polluted ſhades : Fer 


end. 
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Her happy ſhores, the ſeats of joy and eaſe, 


Their fav'rite manſt1ons once, 262g 3. pleaſe : 
3 


Na longer, as of old, in tranſport lo 
The ſiſters rove along th' enchanted coaſt ; 
"They turn with horror from each much-lov'd ſtream, 


' And loath the fields that were their darling theme ; 


The tuneful names themſelves once fondly gave 

To ev'ry ſwelling hill, and moſly cave, 

So pleaſing then, are only heard with fighs ; 

And each ſad echo bids their forrow riſe. \ 
YET Nature ſmiles, as when their /irg!l ſungy, 

Nor *midſt a fairer ſcene his lyre was {trung: - 

Still bioom the ſweets of his elyſtum here, 

And the ſame charms in ev'ry grove appear. 

But ah ! in vain indulgent ſuns prevail ; 

Health and delight in ev'ry balmy gale 

Are wafted now in vain: ſmall comfort bring 


To weaping eyes the beauties of the ſpring. 


To groaning ſlaves thoſe fragrant meads belongs 
W here Tully ditated, and aro ſung. 

Long finee, alas! thoſe golden days are flown, 
When'here:each Science wore its proper crown z 
Pale Tyranny has. laid their altars 4 | 
And rent the laurel from the Muſe's brow t 
What wonder then *midſt ſuch a ſcene to ſes 

The Arts expire with bleeding Liberty ? 

Penſive and fad, each fair angelic form 


Droops, like the wearied dove beneath a ſtorm 3 


Far other views the poet's thought engage, 
Than the warm glories of th' Augu/tan age. 
Can mis'ry bid ta” imagination glow ? 

Or genius bright-n. *'midſt- domeſtic woe ? 
To ſee deſponding wretches round him pine, 
Horace had wept beneath the Alban vine. 


dad ſits the bard amidſt his country's tears, 


And ſighs, regardleſs of the wreath. he wears. 
Did ever Want and Famine ſweetly ſing ? 

The fetter'd hand uncouthly ftrikes the ſtring; 
Lo! ſtern Oppreflion lifts her iron rod, 

And ruin waits th* imperious harpy's nod : | 
Black Deſolation, and deſtruQtive War, . 
Riſe at the ſignal, and attend her car. 


Frome 
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From the dire pomp th' affrighted ſhepherd flies, | 
And leaves his flock the rav'nous ſoldier's prize. 


Where now are all the nymphs that bleſt the plains ? 
_ Where, the full-chorus of contented ſwains ? 


The ſongs of love, of liberty and peace, 

Are heard no more; the dance and tabor ceaſe : 

To: the ſoft oaten pipe, and paſtral reed, 

The din of arms, and clarion's blaſt ſucceed : 

Dire ſhapes. appear-in ev'ry op'ning glade ; ; 

And Furies howl where once the Muſes ſtray'd. - 
Is this the queen of realms, for arts renown'd ? 

This captive maid, that weeps upon the ground ! 

Alas ! how chang'd ! —dejeted and forlorn ! 

TT he miſtreſs of the world become. the. ſcorn | 

Around ftand Rapin, Horror and Deſpair ; 

And ITgr'rance, dark-ally of barb'rous War: 

She, at th' uſurping Yandal's. dread command, 

Diſplays her gloomy banner o'er the land : 

Beneath. its.chilling ſhade neglected lies 

Each ſiſter Art ; and unlamented dies. - 

Lo |! Sculpture lets her uſeleſs chiflel fall ;- 

W hile on ſome _ruin'd: temple's' broken-wall 

Sad Architecture fits: and ſees with ſhame 

Miſ-ſhapen piles uſurp . her injur'd-name: :-. . 

Muſic and Verſe, unhappy twins ! belon 

To antique Maſque, and weak. unmanly. Song : 

The gath'ring deluge ſwells on ev'ry fide, 

And monkiſh Superſtition ſwells the tide. 

By the refiſtleſs torrent overborn . 

Floats ev'ry virtue from-its baſis torn: 

Fair Learning droops, the wc ping. Arts decay; 

And ev'ry laurel fades, and ev'ry bay. 

All is. confus'd, no traces now are ſeen 

To ſhew what wretched Italy has been. _ 
THrvs once Ye/uvius, crown'd with circling wood, 

Parthenope, thy beauteous neighbour ſtood : 

Perpetual Spring cloath'd the fairimountain's fide; 

And what is now thy terror, was [thy pride. _ 

Sudden th* impriſon'd flames burſt forth ; and laid 

On ſmoaky heaps each ſhrieking Dryad's ſhade 8 
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Now deep in.aſhes ſinks the myrtle bow'r, it; * 
Ofer beds of flow'rs ſulphureous torrents roar ; | 
; And exil'd demi-gods their ruin'd feats deplore. 

S: GH AMINE? | a1 

——  _——_————— — 


SONG for RANELAGH. By Mr, Whutehead, 


| I; | 
E belles, and ye flirts, and ye pert little things, 

Who trip in this frolickſome round, | 
Pray tell me from whence this indecency ſprings, . 

- The ſexes at once to confound : * 
What means the cock'd hat, and the maſculine air, 

ith each motion deſign'd to perplex ? *IR; 
Bright eyes were intended to-languith, not ſtare, 
And ſoftneſs the teſt gh pq ſex. 


The girl' who on beauty depends for ſupport, 
May call ev'ry art to her aid: . - 
The boſom diſplay'd, and the petticoat ſhort, 
Are famples ſhe gives of her trade. 
But you, on whom. Fortune indulgently ſmiles, 
And whom Pride has preſerv'd from the ſnare ; * 
Should lily attack us, with coyneſs and wiles, 
Not with open and inſfolent air. 


The Venus whoſe ſtatue delights all mankind 
Shrinks modeftly back from the view, 

And kindly ſhou'd ſeem by the artiſt defign'd 
To ſerve as a model for you. KR 

Then learn with her beauties to copy her air, "v2 
Nor venture too much to reveal ; 

Our fancies will paint what you cover with care, 
And double each charge Pho conceal, 
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The bluſhes of Morn, and the mildneſs of ay, 
Are charms which no art can procure; 
Oh ! be but yourſelves, and our homage we pay, 
And your empire is ſolid and ſure. 
But if Amazon-like you attack your gallants, D 
And put us in fear of our lives, 
ou-may do very well for ſiſters and aunts, 
But believe me you'll neyer be wives. 
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The final Canſe of the Pleaſures we receive from the | 


Grandeur and Novelty of Objefts, 
| [Pleaſures o Imagination.] 


Qfr why was man ſo eminently rais'd 

x} Amid:the vaſt creation; why ordain'd 
*Thro' life and death to dart his piercing 'eye, 
With thoughts beyond the limit.of his frame; 
But that th* Omnipotent might ſend him forth, 
In fight of mortal and immortal pow'rs, 

As on a boundlefs theatre, to run a 
The great career of juftice; to exalt © 
His gen'rous aim to all diviner deeds; 
To ſhake each'partial purpoſe from his breaft ; 
And thro? the-miſts of paſſion and of ſenſe, 

And thro? the toffing tide of chance and pain, 

To hold his courſe unfalt'rng, while the voice. 
-Of truth-and virtue up the ſteep aſcent | 
_-Of nature, calls him to his high reward, 

"Ti applauding ſmile of heav'n? Elſe wherefore burns 
In mortal boſoms this unquenched hope, 

'T hat breathes from day to day ſublimer things, 
Ard mocks pofſlefſion? wheretore darts the mind, 
With ſuch refiftleſs ardour to embrace” 
Majeſtic forms ; impatient to. be free, 

Spurning the groſs controul of wilful might ; 

| Proud of the Bviio contention of her to1ls ; 
Proud to be daring ? Who but rather turns 

To heav'ns broad fire his unconſtrained view, 
Then to the glimm'ring of a waxen flame ? 
Who that, from Alpine heights, his lab'ring eye 
Shoots round the wide Forizon, to ſurvey 

The Nzle or Ganges rowl his waſteful tide 


"Thro' mountains,plains,thro'empires blackwith ſhade, 


And continents of fand ; will turn his gaze 
'To mark the windings of a ſcanty rill _ 
That murmurs at his feet ? The high-born ſoul 
Diſdains to reſt her heav'n aſpiring wing 
Beneath its native quarry. Tir'd of earth 

And this diurnal ſcene, ſhe ſprings aloft __ 
Thro' fields of air; purſues the flying ſtorm; _. 
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Rides on the volley'd lightning thro' the heay'ns ; 


| | Or vok&d with whirlwinds and the northern blaſts, 
; qe hom the long traCt of day. Then high ſhe ſoars 
] "The blue profound, and hov'ring o'er the ſun 


Beholds him pouring the redundant ſtream 
| Of light; beholds his unrelenting ſway 
, Bend the zeluftant planets to abſolve Fro 
The fated rounds of time. Thence far effus'd 
She darts her ſwiftneſs up the long career 
Of devious comets ; thro” its burning figns 
Exulting circles the perennial wheel 
Of nature, and looks back on all the ſtars, 
Whoſe olended light, as with a milky zone, 
Inveſts the orient. Now amaz'd ſhe views 
Th empyreal waſte, where happy ſpirits hold, 
Beyond this cancave heav'n, their calm abode z 
And helds of radiance, whoſe unfading light 
Has travelld the profound fix thouſand years, 
Nor yet arrives in ſight of mortal things. 
Ev'n on the barriers of the world untir'd 
She meditates th* eternal depth below ; 
Till, half recoiling, down the headlong Reep 
She plunges; ſoon o'erwhelm'd and ſwallowed up 
In that immenſe of being. There her hopes 
Reſt at the fated gaol. For from the birth 
':Of mortal man, the ſov*reign Maker ſaid, 
That not in humble or in brief delight, 
| Not in the fading echoes of renown, 
Pow'r's purple robes, or pleaſure's flow'ry lap, 
The ſoul ſhould find enjoyment : but from theſe 
Turning diſdainful to an equal good, 
'Thro' all th* aſcent of things inlarge her view, 
Till every bound at length ſhould appear, 
And inhnite perfe&Qion cloſe the ſcene. 

CALL now to mind what high, capacious pow'rs 
Lie folded up in man ; how far beyond | 
The praiſe of mortals, may th” eternal growth 
Of nature to perfection half divine, 

Expand the blooming ſoul ? What pity then 

Should floth's $04, fogs depreſs to earth 

Her tender bloſſom ; choak the ſtreams of life, . 
And blaſt her ſpring ! Far otherwiſe defign'd 
Almighty 
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Almighty wiſdom ; nature's happy cares 

'Th* obedient heart far otherwiſe incline. . 
Witneſs the ſprightly joy.when aught unknown 
Strikes the quick ſenſe, and wakes each aQtive pow'r 
To briſker meaſures : witneſs the negle& | 
Of all familiar proſpects, tho? beheld 

With tranſport once; the fond attentive gaze 

Of young aſtoniſhment ; . the ſober zeal 

| Of age, commenting on prodigious things. 
For ſuch the bounteous providence of heay'n, 

In every breaſt implanting this defire | 
Of objeas new and ſtrange, to urge us on 

With unremittted labour to purſue | 
Thoſe ſacred ſtores that wait the ripening ſoul, 

In truth's exhauſtleſs boſom. What need words 
'To paint its-pow'r? For this, the daring youth 
Breaks from his weeping mother's anxious arms, 
In foreign'climes to rove ; the penſive ſage 
Heedleſs of ſleep, or midnights harmful damp, 
Hangs o'er the fickly taper ; and untir'd 

The virgin follows, with inchanted ſtep, 

'The mazes of ſome wild and wond'rous tale, 
From morn to eve ; unmindful of her form, 

. Unmindful of the happy dreſs that ſtole 
The wiſhes of the youth, when every maid 
With envy pin'd. Hence finally, by night 
The village-matron, round the blazing hearth, 

- Suſpends the infant audience with her tales, 
Breathing aſtoniſhment ! of witching rhymes, 
And evil ſpirits ; of the death-bed call 
To him who robb'd the widow, and devour'd 
The orphan's portion ; of unquiet ſouls 
Ris'n from the grave to eaſe the heavy guilt 
Of deeds in life conceal'd ; of ſhapes that walk 
At dead. of night, and clank their chains, and wave 

The torch of hell around the murd'rer's bed. 

At every ſolemn pauſe the croud reco1! 
Gazing each other ſpeechleſs, and congeal'd 

With ſhiv'ring ſighs: till eager for th event, 
Around the beldame all arrect they hang, : 
Each trembling heart with grateful terrors quell'd. 

= 3 bem | XL 1%10.-05 Pleaſure 
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Deſcribing the ei of an ingenuous mind on the me- 


lancholy event of a_licentious amour, | 
Wy = [Shenſtone.] 


HY mourns my friend ! why weeps bis down= 
caſt eye? $tp 
That eye where mirth, where anc ys. to ſhine ? ! 
Thy chearful meads reprove that ſwelling ſigh; 
Spring ne'er enamel'd fairer. meads than thine. 


Art thou not lodg'd in fortune's warm embrace ? - 
Wert thou not form'd by nature's partial care? 
Bleſt in thy ſong, and bleft in ev*ry grace 6 
That wins the friend, or that enchants the fair ? 
Damon, ſaid he, thy partial praiſe reſtrain; _ 
Not DAamon's friendſhip can my peace reſtore ; 
Alas ! his very praiſe awakes my Pain, ti: 
And my poor wounded boſom bleeds the more. 
For oh ! that nature on my birth had frown'd ! | 
Or fortune fix*d me to ſome lowly cell! 
Then had my boſom *fcap'd this fatal wound, i 
"Nor had I bid theſe vernal ſweets, farewel. 


But led by fortune's hand, her darling child, 
My youth-her vain licentious bliſs admir'd ; 
In fortune's train the ſyreti. Flatt'ry ſmil'd, 
Andr aſhly hallow'd all her queen inſpir'd. [Y 
Of folly ſtudious, ev'n of vices vain, | } 
Ah vices | gilded by the rich and gay ! | '8 
I chas'd the guileleſs Lraphears of the plain, 'Y 
Nor dropt the chace, till Jes$v was my prey. - 'Y 
Poor artleſs maid ! to ſtain thy ſpotleſs name, i 
ve | Expence,, and art, -and toil, -united ſtrove ; Z 
To lure a breaſt that felt the pureſt flame, 
-Suſtain'd by, virtue, but betray'd by love. . _ 
School'd in the ſcjence.of love's.mazy wiles, : 
I cloath'd each feature with affect 4x 
I ſpoke of jealous doubts, and fickle ſmiles, , 
- And, feigning, left her Apa forlorn. 
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'Then while the fancy'd rage alarm'd her care, 
Warm to deny,” and zealous to difprove ; 

I bade'my words the wonted ſoftneſs wear, 
And ſeiz'd the minute of returning love. 


To thee, my. Damon, dare I paint the reſt ? 
Will yet thy-love a candid ear incline?. - 

Aſſur'd that virtue, by misfortune -preſt, 
-Peels not the ſharpneſs of a pang like mine. 


Nine.-envious moons'matur'd hergrowing ſhame 3 
Ere while .to flaunt it.in the face of:day; . + 

When ſcorn'd of virtue, ftigmatiz'd by fame, 
Low at my feet deſponding Jessy lay. _ 


© HenxY, the ſaid, by thy Year form' ſibdu'd, 
See the fad reliques of A nymph undone 1 
I find, 1find this*rifing ſob'renew'd-: 
I figh in ſhades, 'and ficken at the ſun. 


. 


Amid the dreary gloom -of night, I cry, -.  . 
When wyl HR Ges ohce. EG | 0M return?” 
Yet what can morrn's returning ray ſupply, . 
But foes that triumph, of Bai friends that mourn{ 
Alas ! no more /Tatlongu $\morn appears | 
That:led the :tranquithours of footeſa fame ; 
For I have Reep'd a father's couch in tears, 
_ And ting'd a mother's glowing cheek with ſhame, 


The vocal birds that raiſe their matin-ftrain, _ 
The ſportive lambs, incteaſe my penfive moan 

All ſeem to chaſe, me from 'the chearful plain, 

_ © And talk of truth and innocence alone. 


If thre&ithe garden'sflow'ry tribes I fray, 
Where bloom the jaſmins that could once allure, 
Hope not to'find dehight-in'us; they ſay, 
or we are ſpotiefs, ifisSv-; weare pure, 


"Ye 


1Cs 


ares 


-Ye 


The brighteſt bud that ſcents the vernal gale 


Not ſuch the parent's board at-which I fed ! 
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Ye flow'rs ! that well reproach a nymph fo frail, + 
| Say, could ye with my virgin” fame compare? 


Was not ſo fragrant, and was not ſo fair, 


Now the grave old alarm the gentler young ; 
And all my fame's abhorr'd contagion flee ; 

Trembles each lip, and faulters every tongue, 
That bids the morn propitious ſmile on me,* 


Thus for your ſake I ſhun each'human' eye; 

I bid the ſweets of blooming youth adieu z 
To die I languith; - but I dread to die, wo 
. Leſt my fad fate ſhou'd nouriſh pangs for you. 


Raiſe me from earth ; the pains of want remove, 
And let me filent ſeek ſome friendly ſhore, 

There only, bamiſl'd from the form I love, 
My weeping virtue ſhall relapſe no more, 


Be but my friend ; I aſk no dearer name ; | 
Be ſuch the meed of ſome more artful ſair ; 
Nor could it heal my peace, or chace my ſhame, . 
That pity gave, what love refus'd to ſhare. - 


Force not my-:tongue to aſk its ſcanty breads * 
Nor hurl thy J=ssY to thervulgar crew ; 


Not ſuch the precept from his lips I drew ! 


Haply, when age has filver'd o'er my hair, 
alice may learn to ſcorn ſo mean a ſpoil ; 
Envy may flight a face no longer fair ; 
And'pity, welcome, to my native foil.” - 


She ſpoke—nor-was I born of ſavage race ; 
Nor could theſe hands a nizgard boon affign ; 
Grateful ſhe claſp'd me in a laft embrace, © 
And vow'd to waſte her life in pray'rs for mine, 


I ſaw her foot. the lofty bark aſcend ; - 
I faw her breaft with every paſſion heave ; 


I left'her—torn from. every earthly friend ; \ 


. Oh ! my hard boſom, which could bear to leave! Mf 
£5 ie & 7 x = Brief WM 
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Brief let me be; the fatal ſtorm aroſe ; _ 


'Fhe billows rag'd;; tie pilot's art was, vain z 
Ocer the tall maſt the circling ſurges cloſe; 
My Jzessy — floats upon the wat'ry plain! - 


And—ſee my youth's impetuous fires decay; 


Seck not to ſtop reflection's bitter tear; 
But warn the frolic, and inſtru the gay, 
From JessY floating on her wat'ry bier ! 
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A Paſtoral BALL a D, in Four Parts. Written 1743, 


' Arbuſla humileſque myrice, 


.L ABSENCE. 
E ſhepherds ſo chearful and gay, 


Should CoxyDpoxN's happen to ſtray, 
- Oh! call the poor wanderers home. 
Allow me to mule and to figh, 

Nor talk of the change Ft 

None once was ſo watchful as 


ye find; 


Fl [ Shenſtone. ] 


Vims, 


W hoſe flocks never carelefsly roam ; 


—] have left my dear PHYLLTIs behind, 


Now I know what it is, to have ſtrove 


With the torture of doubt and deſire > 


What it is, to admire and to love, ' 


And to leave her we love and admire. 


Ah lead forth my flock in tke morn, 


. And the damps of each ev'ning repel ; 


Alas | I am faint and forlorn : 


—T have bade my dear PayLL1s farewel. 


| Since PfyLL1s vouchſaf'd me a look, 
I never once dreamt of my vine; 


Migy T loſe both my pipe and my crook, 


I knew of a kid that was mine. 
I priz'd wy hour that went by, 
Beyond all 
But now they are paſt, and I ſigh ; 


And TI grieve that I priz'd them no mere. 


- | 


that had pleas'd me before ; 


But 
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But why do anguiſh in vain? _ 
Why wander thus: penſively here ?_ 

Oh! why did I come from the plain, 
Where I fed on the ſmiles of my dear ? 
They tell me, my favourite maid, _ 
The pride of that valley, is flown ; 

Alas ! where with her I have ſtray'd, 
I could wander with pleaſure, atone. 


When forc'd the fair nymph to forego, 
What anguiſh I felt at my heart ! 
Yet 1 thought—but it _— not be fo — 
_ *'Twas with pain that ſhe faw me depart, 
She gaz'd, as I ſlowly withdrew; 
My path I could hardly diſcern 
So ſweetly ſhe bade me adieu, | 
I thought that ſhe bade me return. 


'The pilgrim that journeys all day 
To viſit ſome far-diſtant ſhrine, 
If he bear but a relique away, 
Is happy, nor heard to repine. 
Thus widely remoy'd from the fair, 
Where my vows, 'my devotion, I owe, 
Soft hope is the relique I bear, ; 
And my ſolace wherever I go. 


I. HOPE. 


u Y banks they are furniſh'd with bees, 
| Whoſe murmur invites one to ſleep; 
My grottos are ſhaded with trees, 
And my hills are white-over with ſheep. 
I ſeldom have met with a loſs, 
ouch health do my fountains beſtow ; 
My fountains all border'd with moſs, 
Where the hare-bells and violets grow. 


Not a pine in my grove is there ſeen, 
But with tendrils of woodbine is bound : 
Not a beech's more beautiful green, 
But a ſweet-briar entwines it around. 


R 3 | Not 
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Not my. felds, in the prime of the year, 
| More charms than my cattle unfold : 
Not a brook that is limpid and clear, 
But it glitters with fiſhes of gold. 
One would think ſhe might like to retire 
To the bow'r I have labour'd to rear ; 
Not a ſhrub that I heard her admire, 
But I hafted and planted it there. 
Oh how ſudden the jefſamine ſtrove 
With the lilac to render it gay ! 
Already tt calls for my love, 
To prune the wild branches away, 


From the plains, from the woodlands and groves, 
What ſtrains of wild melody flow? 
How the nightingales warble their loves 
From thickets of roſes that blow! -_ 
And when, her bright form ſhall appear, 
Each bud ſhall harmoniouſly join 
In a ccncert fo foft and fo clear, _ 
As ——ſhe may not be fond to reſign. 
I have found out a gift for my fair ; 
[ have found where the wood-pigeons breed : 
But let me that plunder forbear, | 
She will ſay *twas a batbarous deed, 
For he ne'er could be true, ſhe aver'd, 
Vho could rob a poor bird of its young: 
And 1 lov'd her the more, when I heard _ 
Such tenderneſs fall from her tongue. 


T have heard her with ſweetneſs unfold 
_ How that pity was due to—a dove: 
That it ever attended the bold, 
And ſhe call'd it the ſiſter of love. 

But her words ſuch a pleaſure convey, 
So much I her accents adore, 245 
T.et her ſpeak, and whatever ſhe ſay, 

Methinks I ſhould love her the more. 


Can a boſom fo gentle remain | 

 __ Unmov'd, when her Corxvpon ſighs! 
Will a nymph that is fond of the plaing. 

Thcſe plains and this valley deſpiſe ? 


Dear 
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Dear regions of ſilence and ſhade ! 
Soft ſcenes of contentment and eaſe ! 


Where I could have; pleafingly ftray'd, 
If aught, in her abſence could pleaſe, 


But where does my. PHYLLIDA ftray? 
And where are her grots and her bow'rs-? 
Are the groves and the valleys as gay, * 
And the ſhepherds as gentle as ours?  .. 
The groves may perhaps be as fair, 
And the face of the. valleys as finez - 
The ſwains.may in manners compare, 
But their love is not equal to mine, 


W. $OLLICITUDE: 


WW H.Y will you my paſſion reprove ? 
| Why term-it a folly to grieve? * 
Ere I ſhew you the charms of - my love, 
She is fairer-than you can believe. 
With: her-mien ſhe enamours the brave ; 
_ With her wit ſhe engages the free 


_ With-her, modeſty pleafes the grave; 


She is ey ry way pleaſing to-me. 


O you that have been of her train, 
ome and join in my amorous lays; 
I could lay down my life for the fwain, 
'That will ſing but a ſong in her praiſe. 
When he ſings, may the nymphs of thetown 
Come trooping, and liften the while; - 
Nay on him let not PHyLLIDA frown ; 
—— But I cannot allow her to ſmile. - 


—< 


For when PAaR1DEr tries in the dance 


Any favour with: PAHYLELIs to find, 
O how, with one trivial glance, © * 
Might ſhe'ruin'the-peace of. my mind 1 
In ringlets he dreſles his hair, | 
And his crook is be-ſtudded around; - 
And his pipe—oh may PayLLis beware 
Of a magic there is in the ſound, ; 


. 
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*Tis his with mock paſſion to glow; -. 
*Tis his in ſmooth tales to unfold; | 
«< How her face is as bright as the ſnow, * 
And her boſom, be ſure, is as cdld. 
How the nightingales labour the ſtrain, 
With the notes of his charmer to vie; 
How they vary their accents in vain, 
Repine at her trumphs; and die.” 


To the grove or the garden he ftrays, 
. And pillages every fweetz 
T Then, fuiting the-wreath to his lays, 
He throws 1tfat PHYLLIsS's feet. 
*« Oh PHyLL1s, he whiſpers, more fair, 
More fweet tharr the jefſamin's flow'r ! 
What are pinks, in a morn, to compare ? 
What is eglantine, after a ſhow'r? - 
Then the lily no longer is white ; . 
Then the roſe is depriv'd of its bloom ; 
_ Then the violets die with deſpight, 
And the wood-bines give up their perfume,” 
'Fhus glide the ſoft numbers along, 
' And he fancies no ſhepherd his peer ; 
——Yet i never ſhould envy the ſong, 
y Were not PHYLLIs to lend it an ear. 


Let his crook be with: hyacinths bound, 
So PHYLL1s the trophy deſpiſe; -—- 
Let his forehead with laurels be crown'd, 
- DO they ſhine not m PHYLL1s's eyes. 
The language that flows- from the heart 
Is a ſtranger to PARIDEL's tongue 3 
— Yet may ſhe beware of his art, 
Or ſure I muſt envy the ſong. 


IV. DISAPPOINTMENT. 
7 E ſhepherds give ear to my lay, 
d "4 a7 take no more heed of my ſheep ©. 
They have nothing do do, but to ſtray ; 
 Thave nothing to do, but to weep. - 
| Yet do not-my tolly reprovez  _. 
' She was fair—and my pafhon begun z 
- », She ſmil'd=—and I could not but love ; 
She is faithleſs—and I am undone. 
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Perhaps I was. void of, all thought z 
| Perhaps it was plain to foreſee, _ 

That a nymph ſo compleat would be ſought 
By a ſwain more engaging than me. 

Ah! loveev'ry hope can inſpire : 
It baniſhes wiſdom the while ; 

And the lip of the nymph we admire 
Seems for ever adorn'd with a ſmile. 


She is faithleſs, and I am undone 
Ye that witneſs the woes I endure,. 
Let reaſon inftrudt you to ſhun _ 

What it cannot. inſtru you to cure, 
Beware how ye loiter in vain, 
' Amid nymphs of an higher degree; 


It is-not for me to explain _ 
How fair, and how fickle they be. 


Alas ! from the day that we met, 
What hope of an end to my woes? 

When TI cannot endure to forget 

” © 'The glance thatundid my. repoſe. 

Yet time may diminiſh the pain: Þ 
The flow'r, and the ſhrub, and the. tree, 

Which I rear'd for her pleaſure in vain, - 
In time may have comfort for me- 


The ſweets of a dew-ſprinkled roſe, 

The ſound of a murmuring ſtream, 
'The peace which from ſolitude flows, 

Henceforth ſhall be CoRypoN's theme. 
i tranſports are ſhewn to the fight, 

ut we are not to find them our own ; 

Fate never beſtow'd fuch delight, 

As I with my PHyYLL1s had known. 


O.ye woods, ſpread your branches apace z 

To your deepeſt receſſes I ay 

I would hide with the beaſts of the chacs; 
I would vaniſh from ay eye. E 

Yet my reed ſhall reſound thro” the grove 
With the ſame ſad complaint it begun ; 

How ſhe ſmil'd, and I could not but love ; 

_ Wis faithleſs, and I am undone! 


VIRTUE 
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. VaiRTve alone conflitutes HaAppings's 
k,.4  [Es8ay on Man, Ep. Iv.] 


| HAT nothing earthly gives or can deſtroy, 
The ſouP's calm ſun-ſhine; and the heart felt joy, 
Is Virtue's prize : a better would you fix ? 
Then give Humitity a. coach and fix, | 
Juſtice a conq'ror's ſword, or truth a gown, 
Or public ſpirit its erent cure, a crown. 
Weak, foolifh man ! will heav*n reward us there 
With the ſame traſh mad mortals wiſh for here ? 
The boy and 'matran individual makes, 
Yet figh'ſt thou, now for apples and for cakes? 
Go, like the Tadinn, in another life 
 Expe& thy dog, thy bottle, and thy wife? - 
As well as'dream ſuch trifles are aſlign'd, 
As toys and empires, for a god-like mind. 
Rewards, that either would to virtue bring 
No' joy, or be defttuctive of the thing: 
Haw oft by.theſe: at ſixty are undone 
The virtues of a ſaint at twenty-one! * 
To whom cari riches give repute or truſt, _ 
Content, or pleaſure, but the good and juſt ? * 
udges- and ſenates: have been bought for gold, 
ſteem and love were never to be fold. Þ _ 
Oh fool ! to think Gop hates the worthy mind, 
The lover and the love of human kind, —- 
W hoſe life is healthful, and whoſe conſcience clear, 
Becauſe he wants a thouſand pounds a-year. 
Hoxovr©ant ſhane from no condition riſe ; 
A& well 'your patt, . there all the honour lies, 
Fortune in men has ſome ſmall diff rence made, 
One flaunts in rags, one flutters in brocade "oo 
The'coblet aproti'd; and the parſon gown'd,' / 
'The frier hooded, and the monarch crown'd. 
£ What differ more (you ery } than crown and cow! 
T'll tell you, friend; A'wife-tnan and a fool ; _ 
Youll knd, if once the monarch aQts the monk, 
Or, cobler-like, the parſon will be drunk, 
Worth makes the man, and want of it, the fellow ; 
"The reſt is alli but leather or 'prunella. 
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STUCK o'er with titles and hung round with ſtrings, 
That thou may'ſt be by kings, or whores of kings, 
Boaſt the pure blood of an Hluſtrious race, 
] In quiet flow from Lucrece to Lucrece : 
But by your fathers worth if your's you rate, 
Count me thoſe only who. were good and great, * 
Yy Go! if your ancient, but ignoble blood | 
Has crept thro? ſcoundrels ever ſince the flood, 
Go! and pretend your family is young; _ 
Nor own, your fathers have been fools to long, 
What can ennoble fots, or flaves, or:cowards ? 
Alas ! not all the blood of all the Howarps. _ 
Look next on greatneſs; fay where greatneſs lies. 
«© Where but among the heroes and the wiſe! _ 
Heroes are much the ſame, the point's agreed, 
From Meacedonia's madman to the Swede ; WEE 
The whole ſtrange purpoſe-of their lives, to find 
Or make an enemy of all mankind! 
Not one looks backward,. onward {till he go2s, 
Yet ne'er looks forward further than his-noſe. 
No leſs alike the politic and wiſez Eat 
All ly flow things, with circumſpective eyes:.. 
Men in their looſe unguarded hours they take, 
Not that themſelves are wiſe, but others weak, _ 
But grant that thoſe can conquer, theſe can cheatg. 
"Tis phraſe abſurd to call a.villain great : 
Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly brave, 
Is but the more a fool, the more a knave. 
Who noble ends by noble means obtains, 
Or failing, ſmiles in exile or in chains, 
Like good Aurelius let him reign, or bleed 
Like Socrates, that man is great indeed. -  _ 
WrarT's Fame ! a fancy'd life in others breath, . 
A thing beyond us, ev'n before our death. . | 
Juſt what you hear, you have, and what's unknown 
'The ſame (my lord) if Twlly's or your own. | © * 
_— All that we feel of it begins and ends _ 
C. In the ſmall circle of our foes or friends; 
To all beſide as much an empty ſhade 
An Eugene living, as a Ceſar dead; j-4 
Alike or when, or where, they ſhone, or ſhine, 
V 3 Or on the Rubicon, or-on the Rhine. w 
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. vec the falſe ſcale of Happineſs complete!. 
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A wit's afeather, and a'chief a rods 

An honeſt man's'the nobleſt work of Gop, _ 
Fame but from death a villain's name can fave, 
As Juſtice tears his body from the grave ; 

When what t* oblivion better were reſign'd, 

Is hurig on high; to poiſon half mankind. 

All fame is foreign, but of true deſert ; 
Plays cound the head, but comes not to the heart ; 
One ſelf-approving hour whole years out-weighs _ 
Of ſtupid ſtarers,: and of loud: huzzas; - 

And more true joy Marcellus exilF'd fecls,' 


Than Gz/ar with a ſenate at his heels. 


' In parts ſuperior what advantage Hes ? - 
Tell 7 for You can) what is it to-be wiſe? 


Tis but- to know how little can be known : 
To ſee all others faults and feel our own : 


Condemn'd.in' bus'nefs or in arts to drudge, 
Without a ſecond, or without a judge: 
Truths would you teach, or fave a unking tans ! 
All fear, none aid you, and few underſtand. 
Painful preheminence.! yourſelf to view 
Above hfe's weakneſs, and its comforts too, 

BrIiNG then theſe hleflings to a ftri account ; 
Make fair deductions; ſee to what they mount ; 
_ much of other each is ſure to coft ; 

ow each for other. oft. is wholly loſt ; 
How inconſiſtent greater goods with theſe; 
How ſometimes life is riſqu'd, and always eaſe: 
Think, and if ſtill the things thy envy call, 
Say, would'ſt thou be the man to whom they fall ? 
To ſigh for ribbands if thou art fo filly, _ 
Mark how they grace Lord Umbra, or Sir Bully. 
Is yellow dirt the paſhon of thy life ! 

k but on Greipus, or on Gripus' wife. 

If parts allure thee, think how Bacon ſhin'd, 
The wiſeft, brighteſt, meaneſt of mankind: 
Or raviſh'd with the —_—_—_—_ of a name, 
See Cromwell, damn'd to everlaſting fame ! 
If all, united, thy ambition call, 
From ancient ſtory learn to ſcorn them all, 
There, in the rich, the honour'd, fam'd, and great 
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in hearts of Kings; or arms of Queens who lay, 
How happy thoſe to ruin, theſe betray. 

Mark by what wretched ſteps their glory grows, 
From.dirt and ſea-weed-ag'proud Yenice roſe. 

In each how guilt and greatneſs equal ran, _ 
And all that rajs'd the Hero, ſunk: the Man: 
Now Europe's laurels'on their brows behold, 
Bur ſtain'd with blood;-or ill-exchang'd for gold ; 


'Then ſce them broke with toils, or ſunk in eaſe, 
Or infamous for-pJunder'd provinces. 


Oh wealth il-fated | which no a&t of fame 
Eer taught to ſhine, or ſandtify'd from ſhame ! 
What greater bliſs attends their-cloſe of life ?. 
Some greedy minion, or imperious wife, 


The trophy'd-arches, ftory'd halls invade; 


And haunt their flumbers in'the pompous ſhade, 
Alas! not dazzled with their noon-tzde ray, * 
Compute the morn and ey'ning to the day ; 
The whole amount of that enormous fame, 


A tale, that blends their glory with their ſhame ! 


Know then this truth (enough for man to know} 
* Virtue alone 1s happineſs below.” _. | 
The only point where human bliſs ſtands fill, 
And taſtes the good without the fall to ill ; _ 
Where only Merit conſtant pay receives, 
Ts bleſt in what it takes, and what it gives z 
The joy unequal'd, if its end it gain, 
And if it lofe, attended with no pain ; 
Without ſatiety, tho? e'er ſo bleſs'd, 
And but more reliſh'd as the more diſtreſs'd ; 
'The broadeſt mirth unfeeling folly wears, 
Fon gy aw. far than Virtue's yery tears : 
(700d, from each objeft, from each place acquir'd, 
For ever exercis'd, yet never tir'd; 
Never elated, while one man's oppreſs'd ; 
Never deje&ted while another's bleſs'd ; 
And where no wants, no wiſhes can remain, 
Since but to wiſh more Virtue, is to gain, 
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Fr happy Matches: 


6 A Y, mighty love, and teach my ſong, 
To whom thy ſweeteſt joys belong, 
And who the happy pairs 
Whoſe yielding hearts, and joining hands, 
| Find bleflings twiſted with their bands, 
To foften all their cares, 


Nor. the wild herd of nymphs and ſwains 

That thoughtleſs fly into. the chains, | 
As cuſtom leads the way ET 

If there-be bliſs without deſign, 

_ Ivies and oaks may grow and twine, - 

- . And be as bleſt as they. 


Nor fordid fouls of earthly mould 
Who drawn by kindred charms of- gold 
. To dull embraces move: + wh 
MW ra hen uns hobby 
- © -May rullt to wealthy marriage too, 
And make a world of love. 
" Nor the mad tribe that hell inſpires 

- With wanton flames ; thoſe raging fires 
The purer bliſs deſtroy: | 
On #Atna's top let furies wed, | © 
And ſheets of lightning dreſs the bed 

T” improve the burnigg joy. 


NoR the dull pairs whoſe marble forms. 

None of the melting paſſions warms, 
Can mingle hearts and hands: _ 

Logs of green wood that quench the coals 

Are marry'd juſt like Szozic fouls, 
With ofters for their bands. © 


NorT minds of-melancholy ſtrain, - © 

Still filent, or. that ſtill complain, 
Can the dear bondage blels : 

As well may heavenly comforts ſpring 

From two old lutes with ne'er a ſtring, 


Or none beſides the baſs, A 
p] Nog 
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NoR can the ſoft enchantments hold 
Two jarring ſouls of _ mould, - 
The rugged and the keen : 
Samſon's young foxes might as well 
In bonds. of - chearful wedlock dwell, 
With firebrands ty'd between, 


Nor let'the cruel fetters bind 
A ger:ile to a ſavage mind ; 
or love abhors the ſight: _ 
Looſe the fierce tyger from the deer, 
For native rage and native fear. 

Riſe and forbid delight. __ 
Two kindeſt fouls alone muſt meet; _ 
*Tis friendfhip makes the bondage {weet, 

And feeds their mutual loves : | 
Bright Venus on her rolling throne 
Is drawn by gentleſt hirds alone, 

And Cupid, yoke the doyes. 


| arts of all ' in eyry age, 
In ry Nite _ ri p © S889” 

» Dy JavVage, : | age, 
Jehovah, Jove, or Lord ! of 
THrov great' firſt canſe, leaſt underſtood : 

Who. all my ſenſe conhn'd 


To know but this, that thou art good, 
And that myſelf am blind ; 


YET gave me, in this dark eftate,. 
To ſee the good from il] : 


And binding nature faſt in fate, 


Left free the human will. 


WHrarT conſcience diQates to be done, 
Or warns me not to.do, . 


 'This, teach me more than hell to ſhun, 


That, more than heav'n purſue. WHAT 


» e620 —_—  — — w a ”_ 
Y = R +4 = 2 —— 


: 4 ET en OPEN II's _—_— NOT = "Ez 
bd LP , 2 : on. at ” 4 
o « I 
- . 
: , 7 


by - "G" 3 


376 THE MORAL MISCELLANY, 


o 


-If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 
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WHAT bleflings thy free bounty” gives, 
Let me not calt away ; | 
For Go is paid when man receives, 
T” enjoy 1s to obey. 
YET not to earth's contrafted ſpan 
Thy goodneſs let me bound, | 
Or think thee Lomrp alone of: Man, . © * 
When thouſand worlds are round: * _ 


LET not this weak, unknowing hand 
Preſume thy bolts to throw, 

And deal damnation round the land 
On each I judge thy foe. hy 


Ir I am right, thy grace impart, 
_ Still in the right to ſtay 56 ; 


To find that better way. 


SAVE me alike from fooliſh pride, 
Or impious diſcontent, 2 

At aught thy wiſdom has deny'd, 
Or aught thy goodnefs lent. 


'TEACH me to feel another's woe, 

To hide the fault I fee; 

That mercy I to others ſhew, 
That mercy ſhew to me. 


Mran tho' I am, not wholly fo, 
Since quick'ned by thy breath ;_ 

Oh lead me whereſoe'er I vo, 
Thro' this day's life or death. 


THis day, be bread and peace my lot: 

All ee beneath the ſun, 
Thou know'ſt if beſt beſtow'd or not, 
And let thy will be done. W's , 
To Thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace, 

Whoſe altar, earth, ſea, ſkies! 


One chorus let all Being raiſe ! 
All nature's incenſe riſe | 
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